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PM, N. Y.’s 5¢ (No Ads) Daily, Losing 
$22,000 a Week After Year's Operation 





By HERB GOLDEN 

PM is currently losing $22,000 a 
week, publisher Ralph Ingersoll dis- 
closed in a ‘now-it-can-be-told’ in- 
terview looking back over the first 
year’s operation of the New York 
daily. Despite the seemingly heavy 
losses, Ingersoll appears tremendous- 
ly optimistic about the future, feel- 
ing that Germany’s attack on Russia 
may prove the turn of events to 
hypo PM out of the carmine. 

‘Our straignt-down-the-line pro- 
Administration editorial policy has 


alienated many potential friends,’ he 


explained. ‘Our interventionist 
stand has hurt us with many readers 
on the left who would ordinarily be 
with us because of our pro-labor 
policy. And the pro-labor policy has 
hurt us with many others who 
favored intervention. Most of the 
laborites are anti-intervention and 
most of the interventionists are anti- 
labor. 

‘With the turn of the war in| 

Europe now, however, the labor'| 
people and the interventionists are| 
at last getting on the same side of | 
the fence. That should help us.’ 

PM’s present weekly deficit is a 
drop from a peak of $42,000, revealed | 

(Continued on page 55) 


Vaudeville Running 


Order For Acts On 





Morning Radio Show’ 





Lever Bros. 
an old-fashioned routined vaude- 
ville show in the Saturday morning 
(11:30-12), spot that it is 


using a latter-day m.c., Jim Ameche. 
A singer, Dick Todd, and an or- 
chestra, D’Artega, will be perma- 
nent. 


will experiment with | 


taking 
over on the NBC-Red July 12, but} 


Guest acts will be run off |°'> 
without any interspersed musical in- | 





» 


Duchin Over Biah-Blah; 
Band’s Rio ‘Goodwilling’ 


Rio de Janeiro, July 1. 

One of the real clicks of the -win- 
ter season here is Eddy Duchin’s 
band which opened at the Copaca- 
bana. He’s the major attraction 
along with the Merrill Abbott 
Dancers (8 girls) and Steve Evans, 
| ventriloquist. 

There’s more hemispheric soli- 
darity packed in a Duchin dance set 
‘than in a mess of international red 
|tape and blah-blah. 


Bway Legit Beefs 
On Distractions By 
H'wood Pic Stars 


| ths 








Recent influx of Hollywood visi- 
tors to Broadway has revived a 
long-standing legit-actor squawk. 
Always prone to_find alibis for the 
| failure of comedy lines to get the 
|expected laughs, the stage players 
claim that the presence of film names 
at Broadway shows makes the celeb- 


|conscious New York audiences ig- 
nore the performance to concen- 


trate on gandering the Hollywood- 
ians. The presence of notables in 
other walks of life atso creates the 
| same reaction. 

According to the legiters, that is 
particularly true at comedies, al- 
berger it occurs to some extent even 
at straight dramas. There have been 
| numerous cases cited by stage play- 
when the picture personalities 
have virtually booted laugh shows 





terludes. The program will plug out of the theatre—aiways uninten- 
Rinso ana Spry F |tionally, of course. In fact, it’s 
Same account will replace ‘Big | Pointed out, the Hollywood visitors 


regret their effect on audiences just 


Town’ (CBS) July 9 with ‘Grand) ; é 

Central Station.’ which has for the|#5 Much as the legit casts do, for 
past year been plugging Rinso ~ (Continued on page 55) 

the NBC-Blue. While ‘GCS’ is on —— iia az 

its pinchhitting assignment until | 


Oct. 1, a radio version of ‘Bringing 
Up Father’ set through Henry Sou- 
vaine will hold forth 
niche, Tuesday, 9-9:30 p.m. 

All these programs will be handled 
by Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


GULF RENEWS SCREEN 
GUILD FOR 4TH YEA 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Screen Guild Theatre has been re- 
newed for the fourth season by Gulf 
Oil, returning to the air Sept. 28. 
Oiler pays $10,000 weekly to Mo- 
tion Picture Relief Fund for the 
erection of a home for aged and 
indigent film workers. All guest 
performances are gratis. 








Cuba eae Tourist 


im the Pise) Loss, Result of U. S. 


| Takeover of Vessels 





{ 
| Havana, July 1. 
Commissioning last month by the 
|U. S. Government of the Oriente, 
| America, Manhattan and other ves- 
sels for naval service has clouded 
Cuba’s tourist traffic considerably. 
It means the New York trade, big- 
gest of the Havana tourism, will be 
cut practically 100%. 

Last year .125,000 tourists spent 
better than $14,000,000, while for the 
first five months of 1941, before the 
edict became effective, 85,000 tourists 
liquidated $7,000,000. 





AADIO CREDITED 
FOR 40-41 BOOM 


Opera Did 2,000 Perform- 
ances in United States 
During 1940-41 for Esti- 
mated $5,000,000 — Ed- 
ward Johnson, Managing 
Director of Met, Gives 
Broadcasting Full Credit 
for Met’s Very Existence 





SCHANG’S EXAMPLES 


Radio broadcasting is credited as 
the influence which, directly and in- 
directly, is responsible for the con- 
cert business certainly, and opera 
probably, having had in 1940-41 its 
greatest single season boxoffice suc- 
cess in all history. Edward Johnson, 
managing director of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera, goes as far as saying that 
the very existence of the Met today 
is due to the active support of the 
broadcasters. 

Close to $35,000,000 was paid by 
the American public in 500-odd cities 
and towns during the season just 
ended to hear several thousand con- 
certs by singers, instrume::talists and 
symphony orchestras. This is clear- 
ly an all-time high. 
record but very bullish is the esti- 


operatic performances in 100 cities. 
Fred Schang of Columbia Concerts | 
declares that the boxoffice value of | 
(Continued on page 47) 


N.Y. Film Critics Kidding 
About an Award to ‘Kane’ 
Just to Rib W. R. Hearst 


A kidding-on-the- 
W. R. Hearst is implied in 
ble New York Film Critics Circle 
trend to vote ‘Citizen Kane’ the best 
1941 picture next December. 

Hearst objected to ‘Kane's’ 
similarity to his own life. 

It was a Hearst film reviewer 
flung much-resented charges of rer 
rolling within the Circle after last | 
year’s decision. Circle members | 
stated that after the Hearst reviewer 
tried and failed to put over his own 
choice he accused other critics of| 
‘politics.’ 


MAX GORDON PLANS 
LONDON BOMBING PLAY 


Max Gordon is planning a Broad- | 
way production with music for the 
fall. Leslie Storme is the author. 
It will be directed by 
merstein, 2d. 





alleged 




















INow Its lroning Boards for Family 
Laundry to Bolster the Ailing B.0, 
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165 Years Later England 
Endorses the Spirit of ’76' 


London, July 1. jot 
Exactly 165 years after Britain | * 
had sought to repress the American | 
fight for independence, Odeon film | 
theatre chain in England plans to} 
pay tribute to America on Inde- | 
pendence Day, July 4. 
The entire chain throughout the 
country is putting on a musical and 
screen presentation of ‘America,’ the | 
U. S. version of the British national | 
anthem, ‘God Save the King.’ 





Probe Includes 


Pix Studios Also 


Hollywood, July 1. 


| 
‘Un-Americanism 
| 








| studios is 
| around 

| munistic 
Less clear as a} ae ; : 
oe | Spec ific cases will be cited to studio 


mated $5,000,000 gross for some 2,000 | 





square rio of 
a possi-] 


Investigation by the Government 
into un-Americanism in _ picture 
said to have disclosed 
200 persons with Com- 
Nazi or Fascist sympathies. 


| heads for fast weeding out to head 
| off drastic steps by Federal agen- 
{cies which would bring unwanted 
| publicity to the industry. 
Government report focuses spot- 
light on number of writers, with 


many of foreign extraction believed 
acting as agents for Axis partners 

Some under suspicion are. said to 
have gone about the business of 
championing the causes of the Com- 


|mies and Nazis with such subtletly 


as to have operated unnoticed, 





Spanish Film Man Held 
Mexico City, July 1 
The dragnet of G-Men in Tampico 
for supposed totalitarian and Falang- 
ist snoopers and underhand agents 
brought in Enrique Vigil, a 


nas 5 
(Continued on Eon io 47) 
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aganda 





Detroit, July 1, 
‘Rinso for the B.O.,’ or ‘Change 
a Lux’ might well be the theme 
the East Town theatre. It 
ised to be a show business axiom 
‘not to send out your laundry until 
after the first show,’ but it’s OK with 
this neighborhood cinema if you 
bring your laundry—anytime. It’s 
a boxoffice hypo. 


Backed by 20 ironing boards, Joe La 
Rose, manager of the East Town the- 
atre, now is making reservations for 
| lobby time. Started as a gag several 
years ago, the trick of having house- 
wives use the air-conditioned lobby 
|of his theatre as an escape from 
sweltering homes to do their iron- 
ing, now has turned into a nice thing. 


Devised originally as a stunt to 
catch a newspaper picture during a 
hot spell, the device caught on with 
| unexpected results. At the present 
time lobby is up to the limit on the 
ironing boards with the neighbor- 
hood housewives putting in their 
reservations, 

The most of the steady ironing 
|customers seem to be harassed 
mothers who bring their offspring 
over and turn them loose in the pic- 
ture section while they remain out 
in the cooled lobby with their iron- 
ing. It’s a nice place, too, to ex- 
change gossip. While a few go in 
and catch the picture after complet- 


ing their work, about 75% don’t even 
bother to catch the show. Which 
counts up to better than $5 a day 


just for use of the lobby, without 
the overage picked up 
through the numerous offspring. 





=" As Eloquent 
Propaganda Means 


Urged in U.S. Defense 


St. Louis, July 1. 
Utilization of Punch and Judy per- 
formers for entertainment and prop- 
purpose of the national de- 
fense plans was suggested here last 


week by Gilbert Lawrence of New 
; York during the annual convention 
|of the Puppeteers of America. ‘The 
|Army and Navy always need re- 


°| Ceddes-Designed Train 
For Ringling to Run On | 
Both Rails and Highways, 


Chicago, July 
Norman Bel Geddes has ny re- 
tained by the Ringling circus to de- } 
sign a new streamlined train for the 
show. 
Bel Geddes plans construction of 
a double-wheeled train, one set of 
wheels on pneumatic tires, the other 





‘a set of standard railroad wheels. 
|In this way the show can use either 
Oscar sa 


the nation’s auto roads or travel the 
regular rails. It would eliminate | 


Story takes place in a London | the extra trucking from railroad | 
theatre shelter during a bombing. 


yard to the circus lot. 


| pressions,’ 


laxation and outlets for creative ex- 
“Lawrence said, ‘and pup- 
|pets are the answer, But even more 
|important why not take a cue from 


(Continued on page 18) 


PAR, SELZNICK WOULD 
FILM LIFE OF GEHRIG 


Several studios are showing inter- 
est in a screen biog of Lou Gehrig. 
Richards Vidmer, N. Y. Herald Trib« 








}une sports columnist, has authoriza- 
| tion to do the official biog, but hasn't 


started it yet. 
Paramount and David O. Selznick 
are both interested. 








boon — 
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De Rochemont Clippers Into N. Y. 
With Reels on France for M. of T. 








By GEORGE FROST 'Redtape Delays Brazilian 
The land of four o’clock teas and) Wedding of Paul Draper 


dictator-teasers provided cartons of | 
chitter-chatter at New York’s La-| Rio de Janeiro, July 1. 


Guardia Field this week with the) 


Pan-American Clipper ships deposit- 
ing talkative observers on _ these 
shores of the brave and the spree, 


fresh from England’s war-pocked | 


Despite U. S. press reports, Paul 


| Draper, the American dancer who 


appeared here at the Copacabana be- 
fore Eddy Duchin’s advent, and 
Heidi Vosseler, former understudy to 





we gaz, 


Depa 
o> 


<~9gex 


Ree Sete 











SURE TT a SS 


cities and hillsides with tales of | Forina in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ are 
alarm and adventure, a _ not married as yet. But they hope 
buffoonery, chaos and calmness, Ge-) +, be before they sail home July 16 
struction and defiance, emancipation | on the S. §. Brazil. Local red-tape 
and enslavement, fear and frolic, “has been delaying the nuptials. 
goodness and grimness and horror) ics Vosseler is the Philadelphia 
and tg s Si ae society = _* — bagt ee 

George Backer, president and pub- Draper here for a Sou erican 
official of more news agencies than must go through many trivial but 
you could shake a stick of type at, | bothersome formalities. 


arrived on the Dixie Clipper’s mid-| 
week flight with a piece of the bomb | 
that knotted the London Deity =; | Start Constvection OF 
Film Relief Home On 
Coast in Late Summer 





press building into an _ all-star 
edition. | 
On the same flying boat, rode 
Richard de Rochemont, March of 
Time editor, to report that he super- 
vised the filming of 10,000 feet of 
celluloid in unoccupied France which 
will be melded into a story of Amer- | Hollywood, July 1. 
ican Red Cross activity. Combined! Building of the Motion Picture 
in the same reels will be frames from Relief Fund’s home for the aged and 
footage garnered with de Gaulle and indigent in the film industry starts 
some German camera views taken Jate this summer on a 4l-acre tract 
from Jap boats on the Pacific by the jn San Fernando Valley witha fund 





British. 
Declines to Discuss Method 

Declining to expose his company’s 
method of obtaining German films 
captured by the British from the 
English government, de Rochemont 
spoke none too kindly of the alleged 
governors of Vichy, France, who, he 
said, did not hinder his picture-mak- 
ing but were none too pleased that 
the cameras were grinding a portrait 
of France’s shame. 

The inbound Atlantic Clipper pre- 
sented us with Max Milder, manag- 
ing director of Warner Bros, Ltd., in 
Merrie Old; David Rose, who repre- 
sents Paramount Pix in the same 
precincts; and Roy A. de Groot, 
commentator for British Pathe News. 

Rose came to the Metropolis of 
Merrymaking and Miracles on rou- 


(Continued on page 22) 





Gracie Fields Clippers 


Tomorrow; ‘Femmes’ Tour 





Gracie Fields, arriving from the 
Coast by plane today (Wednesday), 
will participate in various activities, 


including a Coast-to-Coast broadcast, | 


| $4,984 ON FRISCO 0/| Atiantic City, Friday (4) and next 


/0;\ week at the 


for British War Relief before Clip- 
pering Saturday (5) for 


British armed forces. 


Tomorrow’s broadcast, 


Blue (WJZ), 


Prescott, of NBC, as m.c. 


cast by transcription. 
At a cocktail party this afternoon 


at the Ritz, N. Y., Miss Fields will be 


presented by Sherwood with a 
scroll signed by various theatrical 


personalities, in appreciation of her 


work in behalf of the various British 
fund drives. Number of British War 
Relief Society officials will be pres- 
ent. Miss Fiélds is due back in the 
U. S. late in August to start another 
tour of shows for Britain. 


Meanwhile, Winifred Ashford and 
Mrs. Pat Macleod, members of the | 


British women’s Mechanized Trans- 
port Corps visiting the U. S. to lec- 


Lisbon. 
There she’ll be picked up by an RAF 
bomber and flown to England to do 
a series of entertainments for the 
Singer-com- 
edienne was ‘drafted’ by Churchill 
to make the trip and do the shows. 
scheduled 
for 10:45 a.m. and carried by NBC- 
will be*a 15-minute 
show with Mayor LaGuardia, Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood amd Robert R. 
Appleby, vice-president of the Brit- 
ish War Relief Society, with Allen 
Show will 
also be shortwaved to England and | 
picked up by BBC for later rebroad- | 


| of $773,350, as of Dec. 34, 1940. An- 
/nouncement was made by William 
| L. Pereira, Paramount architect, who 
laid out the plans voluntarily, at the 
annual meeting of the organization. 
| Reelected officers were Jean Her- 
| sholt, president; Ralph Block, Ralph 
Morgan, Walter Wanger, Lucile 
Gleason, vice-presidents; George 
Bagnall, treasurer; Ewell D. Moore, 
counsel, and Wilma Bashor, secre- 
tary. 

| Newly elected trustees are Harold 
Bucquet, Walter Lang and Noel 
Madison. Holding over from last 
| year are Samuel Goldwyn, Bertha 
| Mann Griffith, Mitchell Lewis, Ewell 
D. Moore, Mary Pickford, Frederick 
Richards, Walter Wanger and Wil- 
liam Seiter. 

| Aside from the building fund, 
which is supported by the Gulf radio 


{show and igs kept apart, the 1940 


|financial report disclosed a_ total 


| revenue of $379,505, of which $272,- 
indi- 
viduals from various film studios. 
Expenditures for operation, illness | Cantor show, went through a screen 
and other needs amounted to $399,- | test for M-G-M last week. She did 


| 873 represented donations by 


123, leaving a deficit of $19,618. 


ANDREWS SISTERS’ 








Not sure of the Andrews Sisters’ | 
draw in San Francisco, manager of | 
there 
almost | 
the $3,500 they 
asked, because he made 
a percentage deal with them. Re- 
manager 
guaranteed the girls $2,500 with a 
50-50 split over a gross of $17,500. 
Gross ran to $22,468 and the trio 


,the Golden Gate _ theatre 
wound up paying the trio 
$1.500 more than 
originally 


fusing an asked $3,500, 


walked off with $4,984 as its end. 





Andrews’ Hot Wax 
San Francisco, July 1. 


George Bole wangled a police es- 
cort and held a plane 15 minutes so 
that the Andrews Sisters, closing at 
Tuesday 
(24), could make connections 
which would put them in New York 
in time to do a day’s waxing for 
Decca Thursday (26) before opening | 


his Golden Gate here on 
night 


a date at the Earle, Philly, on Fri- 
|day (27). 


Phil Spitainy’s Discs 


Phil ‘Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
has been signed by Columbia Records 














ture in behalf of aid to Britain, have |to turn out an ‘Album of Charm.’ 


been booked for an extended tour Sides, which not have been decided 
through July and August. They | upon yet, will be made in New York 
open July 19 at Greenwich, Conn., | jn about two weeks. They'll be more 
and speak almost nightly through | along choral work lines than instru- 
New England, with two weeks of en- | mentais. 

gagements in Boston, and winding | i s 

up Aug. 27 at Pittsfield, Mass. Sub- | Bh oa Bingen hte ee aad 
sequent engagements will be set | ; 
through the Middle Atlantic States 
and on south. 





Ilona’s ‘Bella Donna’ 
Two women will appear in uni- Hollywood, July 1. 
form and will have mobile canteens! Ilona Massey will be starred by 
of the type used in England. They | Edward Small in Robert Hichins’ 
will also take along an exhibit of | ‘Bella Donna.’ 
war trophies, bomb fragments, etc.. Pola Negri made it as a silent in 
as well as a projector and films of | 1923 and was given the part in the 
the Battle of London... , ‘ | second filming in 1935, 


jin ‘This Woman Is Mine,’ her first 


Corio’s Broken Gam 
Kayoes H’wood Bid 


After 10 years in burlesque, Ann 
Corio has finally received the tap 
from Hollywood—and won't be able 
to take advantage of the call because 
of the broken ankle she suffered a 
couple weeks ago while performing 
in ‘White Cargo’ in stock. Howard 
Hawks has her in mind to play a 
counterpart of herself in ‘Ball of 
Fire’ (formerly “The Professor and 
the Burlesque Queen’), which he is 
directing for Samuel Goldwyn. Gary 
Cooper's the male in the picture. 

Hawks wired Miss Corio to head 
west last week for a test. On 
crutches, she can’t leave, however, 
for at least four weeks. 


MONROE MEETS 
‘MUSIC LOVERS 








The type of ‘music lover’ with 
whom Artie Shaw got in dutch when 
he called them morons, tangled with 
Vaughn Monroe last week. Making 
a circuit of record stores in north- 
ern New Jersey towns, Monroe met 
a mob at a Perth Amboy stop that 
set him back on his heels. Delayed 
about 20 minutes beyond the time 
he was supposed to make an appear- 
ance there, Monroe was forced to 
beg the kids’ pardon for being late 
by cracks of ‘ain’t you going to apol- 
ogize for keeping us waiting?’ etc. 

Dissatisfied with his apologies, ap- 
parently, some of the meb of 550 
went outside and let the air out of 
| all the tires on the car Monroe ar- 

rived in, an auto belonging to a Vic- 
| tor-Bluebird distributor. In addi- 
| tion, someone stole the rear-view 
| mirror from it and lifted about 100 
pictures of Monroe. Members of a 
Vaughn Monroe fan club from Long 
Branch, N. J., got hold of-a hand 
pump somewhere and filled the tires 
with air by working in relays. Club 
also recovered the stolen pictures. 


M-G SCREEN TESTING 














CANTOR’S DINAH SHORE | 


| Dinah Shore, singer on the Eddie 





a silent test for appearance, and 
this week will be lensed again for 
speech and emoting. 

Singer is currently on a personal 
tour. She’s due at the Steel Pier, 
Balti- 


Hipp theatre, 


more, 





Kyser Band Trouping 
With Coast Camp Unit. 


Hollywood, July 1. 
| Hollywood's troupe of entertainers, 
;representing the Motion Picture 
|Committee for Talent and Camp 
| Recreation, moves into Hamilton 
| Field today (Tues.) after giving 
|shows at Camp CaWan and Camp 
|}Haan. Tour calls for programs at 








|the Presidio, Moffett Field and the | 
| Salinas and Watsonville airports. 

Alternating on the assignments 
are Judy Canova, Kay Kyser and his ! 
orchestra, Ann Miller, Lucille Ball, 
| Desi Arnaz, Jerry Adler, Kay Fran- 
|cis, Linda Darnell and Eugene King. 


| 
| LIEUT.-COM. EDDIE PEABODY 
Detroit, July 1. 

It’s no longer Eddie Peabody but 
Lieut.-Com. Edward Peabody, U.S.N. 
The banjoist, who has been a re- 
serve officer in the naval reserve, 
has been called up for service and 
now is assigned to the Great Lakes 
Training Station. 

It is the branch of the service in 
which, it has been indicated, there 
is no year’s limit but officers are in 
‘for the duration.’ 





Selznick Pacts Bruce 


Hollywood, July 1. 
David O. Selznick signed Carol 
Bruce, who appeared in the Broad- 
way production of ‘Louisiana Pur- 
, chase,’ to a one-picture-a-year con- 
| tract. 
Currently Miss Bruce is working 








picture under.a pact at Universal, . 






THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
RPE EOEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEO0044444- 


Chicago, July 1. 

Am on the Open Road. Took the 20th Century to Chicago from New 
York. I had to, I'm under contract to Fox. 

Had a beautiful compartment on the train—with an adjoining engineer. 

You sure have to watch out for those gamblers on trains. I got into a 
game with four card sharks and only won 12 bucks! 

Henny Youngman saw me off at the train. He made me a present of one 
of his new gags—that Bob Hope tells so well. 

Leo Lindy gave me a going-away present—a pocket watch with an- 
chovies in place of hands, and a chain made of braided noodles. 

Broadway Department 

Famous Coney Island words: ‘Hey, Frankie, give me the soap, I wanna 
go into the water!’ 

Billy Rose and Earl Carroll are collaborating on a new show to be called 
‘20,000 Legs Under the Sea.’ 

Jack White’s Club 18 is featuring a new drink called ‘The Polo Grouna’s 
Zombie.’ Two drinks and you don’t walk; you slide home. 

Broadway Sam, the well dressed nothing, saw the Abbott & Costello pic- 
ture, ‘In the Navy, so many times he’s now suffering from mal-de-mer! 

Went to the premiere of Damon Runyon’s ‘Tight Shoes.’ The picture had 
such a terrific mental reaction that 23 people left their shoes under their 
seats in the theatre. 
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Hollywoodiana 

Just got word that Paramount is thinking of starring Eleanor Roosevelt 
in a new picture called, ‘Oh! For the Open Road!’ 

Bing Crosby has a picture of ‘Whirlaway’ in all of his horses’ stalls, and 
there’s a sign under the painting saying, ‘See What I Mean!’ 

George Raft wires me that he knows a Hollywood actor who was just 
drafted in the Army, end the hamola told Lis agent that he had just signed 
a 52 week contract with Uncle Sam with options. 

You can see that Maxie Rosenbloom’s fighting days are over—his gloves 
hung him up. 

Laird Cregar wires that there’s a filmland society playboy who has just 
been elected ‘The All-American Nothing of 1941.’ 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back double breasted vests? 

There’s Always a Reason: Shep-Fields gave up his ‘rippling rhythm’ style 
of music because his water bill was too high! 

Radio Department 

Heard Johnny Burke, tke soldier monologist on the Kate Smith show 
last week. Add: Comebacks to World War II. 

With so many news commentators on the air today, the only way a 
comic can get a program is to take a course in journalism. 

Margie Hart and Ann Corio are readying a new quiz show for radio 
called, ‘Information Tease!’ 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Boris Karloff and, Peter Lorre do not ‘spook’ to each other.... 
That Tommy Manville joined the Navy so he could be a ‘Sea Wolf’.... 
That Will Hays has a sideline—manufacturing sweaters....That Slim 
Summerville is so thin that when he stands sideways, he isn’t there. ... 

Hangnail Deshcriptions . 

Grover Whalen: Greet the People....Andre Baruch: Citizer. Wain.... 
Joe Louis: Conn-vinced....Rochester: Benny’s from heaven....Ben Bernie: 
Man or Micetro. 

Observation Department 

Add theme songs: Saratoga Racetrack: ‘Just a Little Bit North of ‘Tout’ 
Carolina!’ 

You can’t take it with you: My uncle is en route to Leavenworth—tke 
new fives he made had Lincoln blinkin’. 

Eavesdropped at the Famous Door: ‘Her kisses have kept two lawyers 
on a steady salary!’ 

Eavesdropped at El Morocco; ‘That's not a Bundle for Britain, that’s my 
mother-in-law!’ 

Whatever Became of—? ? ? 
Tuck and Cinns 
Ting-a-Ling 
The Melody of Youth 
Afterpiece 

Hollywood is the only place in the world where a guy can starve to 

death—among his friends. 


Glenda Farrell Will {ATLANTIC CITY MAYOR 
Co-M.C. ‘Baseball Quiz’) WARNS CAFES ON ‘DIRT 


— 


Ross and Dubrow 
Grace DuFaye 
Ketchem and Cheatem 








Glenda Farrell will co-m.c. Bristol- | 
Myers’ ‘Baseball Quiz’ which starting| Proprietors of a dozen Atlantic 
today (Wednesday), replaces Eddie|City niteries were told by Mayor 
Cantor for the summer on the NBC- , Tom Taggert yesterday their license 
Red. jrenewals for the next 12 months 

Hers is a week-to-week arrange-| would be on a ‘conditional’ basis. 
ment through the Young & Rubicam | ‘Conditions’ are that they maintain 
agency. | strict discipline of ‘smartaleck m.c.'s 
| who confuse filth with humor.’ 


| 
Saroyan’s 2 Plays 
San Francisco, dl 1. | Barry Wood Rounding Out 


William Saroyan, just back from a | . ak 
visit to Fresno, his hometown, is | 104 Weeks With Luckies 
completing a new play, tentatively Barry Wood has been renewed for 
called ‘Jim Dandy.’ | another 13 weeks, ending Nov. 1, on 

When that is finished he'll write | the Lucky Strike Hit Parade. Pick- 
a tragedy, to be called ‘Throw Some | UP rounds out his service on the cig- 
My Way.’ gie show to 104 weeks—two straight 

a ae ee mY | years. 
L A TO N Y Wood is currently bouncing around 
° e . . the country and Canada, singing 

Neil F. Agnew. 'Irving Berlin’s patriotic tunes ‘Any 

Francis Alstock. Bonds Today?’ and ‘Arms for the 

Max Arnow. Love of America’ at various patriotic 

Barney Balaban. functions, coming back to New York 

Gracie Fields. | for each Hit Parade broadcast. 

Robert Gillham, 

Alan Gordon. 


Stanton Griffis. N. » A TO L. A. 


John W. Hicks, Jr. | Roberta Becker. 
Russell Holman. Roy Disney. 
Carol] Irwin. Blanche Grady. 
Jock Lawrence, David E. Green. 
Al Lewis. Linda Grey. 
Harry Muller. Victor Meore. 
Ken Murray. Charles Skouras. 
Ed Raftery. Tom Walker. 


Samson Raphaelson. 
SAILINGS 


Atlantic City, July 1. 














Paul Raiburn. 
Phil Reisman. 





Glen Rose. July 3 (New York to Lisbon) 
Walter Schubert. 'Gracie Fields (Atlantic Clipper). 

George Sherman. ° July 16 (Rio de Janeiro to New 
M. J. Siegel. York) Paul Draper, Heidi Vosseler 


Jo Swerling. 
Hal B. Wallis. 
Caro] Wayne.,. , 


(Brazil). 
Aug. 1 (New York to Rio) Jack 
Cole Dancers, (Brazil).,.; ;; ‘ “ 
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HWOOD’S QUIZ: ‘CAN U SING?’ 





Bing Changes Music Publishers 


NIMBLE FEET ALSO 





Santly-Joy Loses Singer onl Brother Larry But Adds | 
Everett Crosby to Staff 


WOT DEMAND 





2 
a 





Bing Crosby has switched his mu- 
sic publishing affiliation from Sant- 
ly-Joy-Select, Inc., to Edwin H. Mor- 
ris, head of Mercer & Morris. There 


will be a separate corporation set 
up to cover this new alliance. Larry 
Crosby, the member of the Crosby 
family who was associated with 
S-J-S as a v.p. will now hold 
stock in Morris’ corporation. F. C. 
(Corky) O’Keefe, who brought Bing 
and Mortis together for the deal, 
will also have a stock interest. 
Through the Morris-Crosby tieup 
the new publishing corporation will 
be entitled not only to the score of 
any independent picture made by 
Crosby but to a share of the score 
of films turned out by Paramount in 
which Crosby is one of the stars. 
The new catalog will have for its 
starter a tune by Al Dubin and Dave 
Franklin, ‘The Anniversary Waltz, 
which Crosby will record for Decca. 
With the exit of Larry Crosby at 
Santly-Joy-Select, house has acquired 
the services of another member of 





the Crosby family, Everett, the 
agent. Everett Crosby, it was ex- 
plained, will hold the stock in that 


Wave of Musicals Sweep 
Cinema, with Accent on: 
Secondary Players—Drag- 
net Spread to Cull Promis- 
ing Talent — Metro, Par, 
20th Well Stocked | 


SINGING SCREENS 


That Roxy Training 





London, June 6. 

English sergeant was putting 
through drilling exercises a con- | 
tingent of rookies who were 
giving him plenty of heartaches. 
When he velled ‘Shoulder Arms,’ 
only two of thecrowd performed | 
creditably, and they looked ef- | 
feminate. Calling them from the | 
line, the sergeant asked them if 
they had ever been in the army 











before. The pair said, ‘No.’ | By BILL BROGDON 

‘Well,’ said the sergeant, ‘you | Wellyweed; July 1 
— ent bc hited te | Not since the last musical cycle 
boys, ‘we were in the ‘Desert | passed through Hollywood has there 


, a ; been such a concentration on the 
Song tor two years. ; part of the studios to annex con- 
| tractess with talent adaptable to 

;}song and dance pictures. Nearly 

| every film plant has one or more 

; top names available for singing or 

| dancing in a big musical production, 

| but to back up the established stars 


USO Coast Gala 


° ° * 
A Lesson In How | young men and women who can do a 








| wisecracking ability to a super-mu- 





firm formerly allocated to Larry and 


represent S-J-S in the matter of ob- | 
the firm from | 


taining scores for 
Hollywood studios. 

Morris on his return from Holly- 
wood last Thursday (26) admitted 
there had been some discussion be- | 
tween him and Johnny Mercer about 
a dissolution of their partnership, | 
but, he added, the question of | 
whether Mercer would prefer to 
stick with the firm or sell his in- 
terest is still up in the air. Mercer 
at their last meeting, Morris stated, 
had indicated that he would put the | 
matter in the hands of his New York | 
counsel, Arthur Fishbein, for con- 
sideration. 





Woolley’s Pic ‘Dinner’ 
Seen as Snag to Legit 
Show's B’way Run! 





Continuance of 
Came to Dinner,’ Music Bo 
appears doubtful after te eh. 
principally because Monty Woolley, | 
who originated the lead, will leave 
for Hollywood, there to appear in the} 
film version of ‘Dinner. After look-| 
ing over screen tests, Warners, mak- 
ing the picture, sent a hurry call for 
Woolley. 

Although business has been sag- 
ging lately it was hoped to play 
through the summer with either 
Alexander Woollcott or Clifton 
Webb, who played the lead in the 
road companies, taking over. For-| 
mer is not inclined to leave his Ver- 
mont summer home, while arrange- 
ments to engage Webb were snagged 
early this week. 

‘Dinner’ 


‘The — ae! 


has scored a great run and 


on Saturday completes the 90th .con- | 


Secutive week on Broadway. 


Woolley Is the ‘Man’ 


Hollywood, July 1. 

After considerable testing Warners 
finally decided on Monty Woolley for 
the lead in ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner.’ 
posite the actor who created and is | 
still playing the Sheridan Whiteside 
role on Broadway. 

Woolley will continue in the legit | 


cast until the picture is ready to 
Start. 


Mrs. Johnson Loses 








. Hollywood, July 1. 

District Court of Appeals has 
ruled against Mrs. Osa Johnson| 
Getts in her $502,000 damage suit 
against Western Air Express. 

Action was the outcome of the 
Plane crash four years ago, in which 
She was injured and her husband 


at the time, Martin Johnson, the ex- 
plorer, was killed. 





Bette Davis will play op-| 


N t t R | sical feature. Consequently new tal- 
0 n in Mm ent being placed under contract, in 
| nearly every instance, has some par- 
|ticular forte beyord straight his- 
| | tronics. 
Los Angeles, July 1. In the case of Columbia, that stu- 
Big show for United Service Or- | dio has yet to add a male great or 
| ganization, staged in Hollywood | lesser name to its list for 
| Bowl Sunday night (29) for an audi-| cals coming up but has well-sup- 
ence estimated in excess of 25,000 plied itself with a femme contingent. 
was a lesson in showmanship. After | Studio figures the males can be ob- 
most of Hollywood's highest salaried | tained on picture deals or else a 
| picture and radio stars wound > can carry the musical 
' 


load 
| the first half to disappointing re-| while a male takes care of the 
turns, the finale, staged by Mike| straight assignment. Recently 
| (Fanchon &) Marco, with lesser | signed at the studio was Janet Blair, 


lights from screen and vaudeville, | vocalist with the late Hal Kemp, 
| provided the mob with more than | 


| who is capable of adding beauty and 
| an hour of solid entertainment, 


: (Continued on page 55) 
| Earlier portion of the program, | 

broadcast to put across the nation- 
| wide appeal for USO funds, fizzled 
| as entertainment largely due to lus- 
treless material. It remained for 
Leo Carrillo, second half’s emcee | 
who came rushing in on a horse, 
| Nicholas Bros., Lowe, Stanley & | 
Hite, Virginia O’Brien, Fanchonettes, | 
jaa Broadbent Ballet, Rufe Davis 

(Continued on page 54) 





Committee for Freedom 
To Include B’way Group 





Committee for Freedom, one of the 
agin major patriotic groups, has decided 
on appointing a Broadway commit- 


GEORGE HALE WOULD (tee to include legit managers, ac- 


| |tors and writers, including 


PRE-EXAM AL JOLSON 2200 seonl. Principal objectve i 


to frustrate radicals. 
Broadway group 

| Application to examine Al Jolson 

| before trial in a suit against him by 


has had two 


formative meetings, 


Meredith named temporary chair- 


| George Hale resulted in a reserved} ™an. Those in the huddles included | 

decision yesterday (Tuesday) by Ben Hecht, Brock Pemberton, Gil- 
Justice Benjamin F. Schreiber in| Pert Gabriel, Helen Hayes, Jack 
N. Y. supreme court. Hale is seek-| Kriendler and Charles MacArthur. 





| ing damages of $105,000 It was proposed that Freedom 
breach of contract. First combine with the Committee to 


' Defend America. Washington, how- 
| Hale claims Jolson signed a con- | d or : 


charging 


: | ever, regards both organizations as 
|tract with him in January, 1941,|/,°, 7%. ° = : | 
helpful and suggested they retain 
agreeing to appear in ‘Hold On To!,, * .... ., . rae 
their individual identities 


Your Hats’ for the run of the show, | 
and also to appear on the road in the 





BOB BURNS AUDITIONED 


play. Jolson was to get $2,000 
| weekly. Hale claims Jolson folded 


the play Feb. 1, claiming illness, but 
| subsequent pictures taken of him in 


| Florida show him to have becn in a 
| good health. Jolson denies the Holly wood, July 1. 
re charges and says he was told by his| pithrauff & Ryan agency last 


physicans to quit the show. 


week put Bob Burns through an au- 
dition, presumably for a soap or oil 
account. 

e Burns is under contract to Kraft 
;Music Hall until first of the year, 
|but would have no trouble getting | 
|his release as there has been con- 


'Leota Lane in ‘Mikado’ 
At Chautauqua, N. Y. 


Chautauqua, N. Y., July 1. 


| Leota Lane, sister of the film | siderable tiffing over his $5,000 
stars, has been assigned a lead in a | weekly paycheck. Sponsor wants | 
| performance of the ‘Mikado’ to be |him to take a cut not far off the 


-~ here July 21. | middle. 
| The singer will also appear in ora- 
|torio and concert, remaining until 
| Aug. 12, when she starts rehcarsals 
| for a Broadway operetta. 


Joan a Star at 16 


Hollywood, July 1. 
| Harmon Now of Col. 











|to star rating in the forthcoming 





rune, July 1. | musical, ‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ 

Tom Harmon has checked in at! due for early production. 
Columbia for ‘Harmon of Michigan.’| Picture, built around the old /| 
+; Charles Barton - guides the’ grid’! Floradora song, featutes the Navy | 


star in his first acting job. | Blues Sextet. 





hoofing turn, carry a tune or lend } 


the musi- | 


For Fight vs. Radicals: 


news- | 


with Burgess | 


FOR NEW R&R PROGRAM 


Warners hoisted Joan Leslie, 16, | 





RCA NBC Sponsored Television 
Gets Under Way in New York: 
Rate: $120 An Hour Plus Prod. Fees 











a. qunaytmnepemEenenneente 
+6 , ’ eos w 
Television’s lst Day NBC's latest decision is to make 
available 15 hours or more per week 
Because of Variety's press time for commercial television, starting 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) | July 1. It states that it has several 
there is no report in this issue hae ae 
. fe) ] f io 
on the first tentative NBC com- rien rune : me up for television 
| mercial television shows, viz. | Proadcasting. 7 
| Sun Oil, Procter & Gamble and RCA-NBC television got started 
| Lever Bros. | yesterday (Tuesday) in New York 


Viewed on an unadjusted 441- | under the new dispensation from the 


line set, the new 525-line tele- | i " Bh ae iv 
| cast of the Dodgers-Phillies | Racecet Communications Commis- 
game in the afternoon had all | Sion which permits advertising spon- 
| the usual television disadvan- — It’s pretty vague who of 
| tages on _ baseball oy some | the 2,000-odd owners of television re- 

definition blur. But the 7 ue ceivers can tune in the programs at 

bright and, on occasion, the | ; 

white pill could be seen cutting | this date because of the needed con- 

the air. edaaion from 441 line images to 525 


lines. 

However, NBC has three first-time 
sponsors with which to start. Gen- 
eral Mills sponsored the Brooklyn 
Dodgers baseball newscasting in the 
name of Sun Oil. At 9:15 the Uncle 








Moss Hart Burns 








? Jim’s Question Bee was presented 
anny ayes for Spry with Gloria Stuart and 
| | Lionel Stander as special personali- 
ties along with ‘Aunt Jenny,’ which 
Same sponsor, Lever Brothers, has 

reedley Fact sé: 


First Rate Card 

Despite the policy announcement 
by NBC the week before to lay Jow 
on television operations pending the 
outcome of the FCC's new rules on 
network-affiliated station relations, 
NEC issued Friday (27) a rate card 
on television. It's the first of its 
kind. 

The posted rates are $120 an hour 


Danny Kaye's signing with Vinton 
| Freedley for ‘Let's Face It,’ forth- 
coming Cole Porter-Herbert and 
Dorothy Fields’ musical, burned up 
| Moss’. Hart. Author-producer. of 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ recently-closed 
musical in which Kaye scored a per- 


| sonal click, visited the comedian | ¢,, evening broadcasts weekdays 


backstage at the Paramount, N. Y.,| $60 an hour for weekday afternoons 
a —— a of — | and $90 an hour for Sunday daytime. 
uce. . aye” a There will not be Sunday eve- 
| bother trying to phone or contact 5 sesso, Stag 


{ , ning televising for the ti being 
| him again, Hart left the theatre. He a the svodustion bade into ill 


| has not answered the phone to Kaye} charge $150 an hour for the large 
since then, Hart is also doing a burn | | studio in Radio City and $75 an hour 
at Freedley for ‘taking Kaye away.’| for the smaller studios. It will be 

Although Kaye's run-of-the play | ajiso $75 for film studio uses and 
contract for ‘Lady’ expired when the | geig pickups, whi le news, weather 
show closed for the summer at the| and time spots will be priced at $8 


Alvin, N. Y., Hart feit that the) 4 minute night-time and $4 during 
' comedian owed him some considera- | the day, 


(Continued on page 52) 


ACTORS FUND OUTDOOR | 
BENEFIT GROSSES 726 
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| First outdoor benefit performance Sid Silverman, President 
for the Actors Fund was held Sun- ||| 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. F. 
day (29) at Manhattan’ Beach, || SUBSCRIPTION 
| Brooklyn. Place accommodates ||| Annual...... $10 Foreign,..... $11 
|around 20,000, and the show drew | || Single Copies.........+......25 Cents 
|about one-third of that number, | 190 sito 
okay considering threatening weath- ] Vol. 143 i r-> oe No. 4 | 
er. Gross was estimated at $7,500, | |} -— SSE | 
not counting money obtained from ||| 
the sale of programs. INDEX | 
ape was spotted in sort Ep | Adv ance Production Chart.. 16 
1ell, dancing being cancelled by e i 
Joseph P. Day, the realtor back of Band routes 38 
M. B., who donated the resort for Bills . 45 
the show. It’s expected to be an Chatter ..... 53 | 
annual event A fairly strong list ||. « = on 
of name artists appeared. orguesage fs hy 
| Exploitation . red. a 
Film Booking Chart . 16 
$3,000 Monthly Allowed Film Reviews... ery 
Mrs. Doty Faulsaeies, Be. See Reet 0-20 
F Inside—Legit ...@...... . 48 
Hollywood, July 1, || , ' 
| Monthly allowance of $3,000 from ||| 1™side—-Music .............. 40 
‘the estate of Douglas Fairbanks for ||} Inside—Radio ....... Kite Tas ae 
(the actur’s widow has been con- International News......... 13 
tinued another six months by the) | : : 
| court. | pe a Pte ee te eee 2 
| Other heirs withdrew their pre-| | Music APRA 
vious objections that $1,000 a month | Night “ilies Maiaities a 
was sufficient. | Night Club Reviews......... 42 
eS yes oe ee | Obituary ....... > opie ae 
| Orchestras . ~e as Ge 
Brooks Atkinson, H.L.D. | Pictures ooo a 
EI scone tree cs . on 
eee Radi io—International Me wae 31 
Brooks Atkinson, drama critic of ||| Radio Markets... Sa 
the New York Times, was awarded ||| Radio Reviews.............. 26 
{an honorary degree of doctor of hu- ||| Waudeville ...............-. 42 
|mane letters by Williams College, 
| Williamstown, Mass., at its annual || DAILY VARIETY 
commencement exercises. (Published in Hollywood by 
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Dailies and Fan Mags Will Be Asked  WILCOX-NEAGLE'S RKO 


| 


To Lay Off Far-in-Advance Press 


Reviews of Consent-Decree Films 


a ee } 





industry's re-| 


SPARKS-PAR ALL SET 
and 


radio Frank Rogers Assumes Presidency 
of Florida Circuit 


Clarification of the 
lations with lay newspaper 
magazine film reviewers and 
commentators is in prospect within| 
the next few weeks, with the proba- | 
bility of strict curbing of Hollywood| Acquisition by Paramount of EB. J. 
by-lines. Coast correspondents for | Sparks’ interest in the theatres they | 
the dailies and fan monthlies whl be | operated together in Florida was an- 
requested to observe specific regula- | nounced Monday (30) by Leonard H. 
tions with respect to publishing criti- | Goldenson, Par theatre-operating 
cisms in advance of release dates of head. Sparks is resigning from the 
feature pictures. Failure to comply presidency of the various corpora- 
with a uniform plan may result in'tions controlling the theatres, but 
some form of pressure, as yet unde-! will continue in an advisory and 
termined. consultative capacity, it was said. 

Wail from exhibitors in all sec- Frank Rogers, former exec assist- 
tions of the country that ‘something | ant to Sparks, has assumed presi- 
must be done’ about the unbridled|dency of the various corporations. 
handling of picture reviews is be-! Rogers, B. B. Garner, M. C. Talley} 











|" Hollywood, July 1. 


| observation, were strongly denied by 


DEAL FOR BRITISH PIC 


| 
| 
Herbert Wilcox and Anne Neagle | 
closed a deal with RKO to film aj, 
melodrama with backgrounds in 
England and Canada, starting in Au- 
gust. 

Producer and actress leave for | 
Canada this week on a war relief | 
tour, later sailing for London to | 
start production on the picture, still 
untitled. 


Mary Pickford Okayed 
After Medical Checkup 


Cleveland, July 1. 
Report that Mary Pickford, ill here, | 
might undergo an operation, started | 











Republic's Lee Powell Wins Suit To 


Use ‘Lone Ranger’ Billing in Circus 


U’S $2 DIVVY 


First Paid on Pfd. Stock Since 1932— 
Still $68 in Arrears 





Prompted by vigorous pickup in 
earnings, Universal declared the 
first dividend on its first preferred 
stock paid since Oct. 1, 
Thursday (26) when the directors at 
a special session voted a $2 payment. 
Divvy is payable July 11 to stock- 
holders of record, July 7. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, board chair- 
man, pointed out that this action 
marks resumption of current divi- 
dends on this class of stock. First 
preferred is the only preference 


1932, last | 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 1. 

Lee Powell, Los Angeles actor, has 
full right to advertise himself as 
‘The Lone Ranger’ of sound pic- 
tures, has infringed upon no film, 
| radio or comic strip rights of ‘The 
| Lone, Ranger, Inc., a Michigan corpo- 
;ration, and legally can bill himself 
or be billed as ‘The Lone Ranger’ of 
| two Republic films portraying the 
sagebrush Galahad, Federal Judge 
|C. C. Wyche ruled in opinion hand- 
ed down here. 

Decision was in case of the cor- 
poration against O. C. Cox, doing 
| business as Wallace Bros. circus, 
| Winter-quartered at York, S. C., for 
| past several years, and Powell, billed 





| issue of U listed on the N. Y. Stock | and advertised by circus as ‘Lone 


when she checked into Dr. George | Exchange and only one in the public | Ranger’ of motion picture fame. 


Crile’s Cleveland Clinic last week for | 


hands. 


Following this divvy payment, 


Opinion, ending two years litiga- 
tion in Pennsylvania and South Car- 


oS | | the private hospital and by her hus- | Universal still will be $68 per share | olina federal courts, denied injunc- 
ing heeded by the publicity chiefs;amd Fred H. Kent, who had also | 


of major companies. | served as exec assistants to Sparks, 


Squawks come from all types of | will continue active management o 


| band, Buddy Rogers, 
4 panied her on visit. | 


theatres. including major first runs,|the theatres and will retain their | 


that the publication locally of re-|stock interests in them, Goldenson 
views of films, in some cases weeks | said. 


Lesser at RKO As 


public exhibition of the pictures, is 
Prod.; Moves To 





harmful to the boxoffice. It is the 
contention that a newspaper criti- 
cism, even though it might be com- 
plimentary to a film, takes the edge 
from public anticipation of its show- 
ing when it appears in print in ad- 
vance of the film’s booking. 
Situation has developed to status 
of an industry problem with the ad- 
vent on the market of the new sea- 
son’s product for release after Sept. 
1. Under the terms of the consent 
decree the fall product must be 
trade-shown to exhibitors in ad- 
vance of negotiations for its sale to 
theatres. Screenings must be held 
in a number of territories to which 
theatre operators will be invited. 





Hollywood, July 1. 


Sol Lesser checked in at RKO 
|yesterday (Monday) under a new 
; contract as producer of ‘A’ pictures. 
Release dates of the pictures so Currently Lesser is tied up with res 
screened will be some weeks or | Pact to make one picture a yeal 
hatin from the " showing dates, | through 1945 for United Artists but 
Newspapermen will he barred from is carrying on negotiations to abro- 
the local trade showings, or bound | 84 the deal, following completion 
c . 7 Os ‘ “ae : ; =n 

by agreement not to publish their Nl Pegs Ply cased 
ini i til first| * wr? sph ged 
pagenind ed res ea \tion. Lesser will make ‘Would’ on 

ae oh ithe RKO lot for UA release. 





The Hollywood angle _ presents : vp ha 
more complicated aspects. Cur- Previous to joining the UA outfit, 
. vig ar | Lesser produced the Bobby Breen 
rently, the press is in agreement aG O’Bri : “ae 
with the studios not to publish re-! 2” eorge ren groups inpe- 


views of films generally until two| 2 . 
weeks prior to natfonal release dates, | sign a deal ct executive producer 
This arrangement, no doubt, will be| and kage head at RKO several 
changed because the consent decree months ago, but UA declined to as 
may bring about displacement of na- lease him. No trouble is expected 
tional release dates for territorial} in obtaining his release this ume. , 
dates. He brought Barney Briskin with 
Certain ticklish elements in deal- | him from UA to be his assistant. 
ing with the Hollywood press and} 
wire-service representatives are be- 
ing considered by the publicity de- 





Air ‘Tom, Dick & Harry’ 


partments of the majors. The out-| (Publicity ? ) Suit VS RKO 
of-town correspondent has been a -* ; ™ 
favored personality in the studios| Chicago, July 1. 


and his special articles and news re- Radio trio known as Tom. 


Dick 
leases have become an important, and Harry has filed suit against RKO 
part of the industry’s promotional) Radio, seeking to restrain the firm 
structure. from distributing a picture titled 

SD ‘Tom, Dick and Harry.’ Real names 


of the trio are Frank and 
| Van Dover and Marlin Hurt. 
In their suit for ah injunction the 


Studio Payrolls Slump, 
May Average at $46.52 


= al _ to years of useage in the business. 
Hollywood, July 1. | _ Attorney for RKO Radio is Arthur 


Weekly studio payrolls, which Goldberg, associated with the Spitz 


reached a new high in April, skidded & Adcock law office. In his early 
during May, according to statistics Questioning Goldberg has brought 
released bv the California Labor OUt the fact that the term ‘Tom, 
Bulletin. Average weekly payroll Dick and Harry’ has been used for 
dropped $59,132, with 1,006 fewer Y€ars as a general expression, dating 
jobs than in the month before. back even to Shakespeare. 

Total weekly payroll for motion nen 
picture workers during May was 


$643,008, compared with $702,190 for 
April. Number of wage earners 
dropped from 14,827 to 13,821. Aver- 


Quiet, Like a Battlefield 
age weekly paycheck was. reduced | Hote 


Hollywood, July 1. 
from $47.36 to $46.52. Film version of the Olsen and 





went into work at Universal, 


Interstate Chains Co-Op 
On Defense Stamps, Bonds. 


San Antonio, July 1. | the comics. 
Following a suggestion made by | 


Levey’s Mayfair production unit. 


Cancel UA Deal. 








j 
| 
} 
; 
i 


yi 


| 


who accom- | 


Dr. Charles Higgins, who handled | 
her case, said she had no serious ill- 


in arrears. 





bd 
ness and that no operation of any Korda Doesnt 


kind was under consideration. How- 
ever she was in strict seclusion dur- 
ing her stay in Cleveland, refusing 
to see anybody and granting no in- 
terviews. 

After four-day medical checkup 
Miss Pickford and Rogers left last 
Saturday 28 for Gettysburg, Pa., 
where she planned to take part Tues- 
day (1) in the dedication of a monu- 
ment to Gen. James Longstreet at the 
request of the general’s widow, an 
old friend. She then goes to New 
York in search of an actress for the 


Want to Slight 
His Adopted Eng. 


Fearful that he is neglecting the 
country of his adoption, Alexander 





title role in a remake of her ‘Co- 


| quette,’ which she is producing. Also 
reported that she would confer with | from Hollywood in late summer or 


_Moss Hart on the idea of writing a| early fall. 


| 
| 


} 


pendently for RKO. He was ready | 


Gordon 


radio singers contend that they have | 
an exclusive right to the name due | 


| Johnson stage revue, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
di- | 
rected by H. C. Potter for Jules ; branch manager for UA. He suc- 


Korda is preparing to remain in 
England when he returns to London 


Producer has stated he 


scenario. Pateces to take any sort of govern- 





‘Yank in RAF.’ Lenser | 


And Technician Killed 


Otto Kanturek, Czech cameraman 
who recently arrived in London to 
take location shots of the R.A.F. for 
‘A Yank in 
R.A.F.,” was killed last week along 
| with Jack Parry, a British technician, 
while photographing air material. 
Pilot of plane from which they were 
‘shooting’ material also was 
when the airplane crashed. 

Kanturek, who had specialized in 
aerial camera work, had worked on 
several hundred pictures during his 
28 years activity as film photogra- 
|pher. He was cameraman for Gracie 
Fields in many of her British-made 
films. ‘Prosoner of Corbal’ is most 
recent picture on which he was pho- 
tographer, having been made _ in 
1939. ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ is be- 
ing produced in Hollywood with Ty- 
rone Power, Henry King directing. 
Only the R.A.F. flying shots were 
being made in Britain. 


| 20th-Fox picture, 


. 
Mulvey Doubling Also 
_% 

For James Roosevelt 
| James eastern rep for 
Samuel Goldwyn, is doubling in the 
Same capacity for James Roose- 
velt’s Globe Productions. He added 
the new duties Monday (28) follow- 
ing departure of Roosevelt’s 
eastern rep, David Griesdorf, who 
becomes branch manager of _ the 
United Artists exchange in Los An- 
geles. 

With Roosevelt’s 
been pretty well played out by now 
|}and no prospect of any more, job 
of the eastern rep has become minor. 
Office will be continued on a small 
scale for accounting purposes. 

Griesdorf was a former Canadian 


Mulvey, 


former 


Martha Raye is co-starring with| latter becoming Dallas branch man- 


' ager. 





the home office of the Interstate 
Circuit in Dallas, E. E. Collins, city | 
manager of the group here, has in- 
stituted a plan whereby all em- 
ployees of the houses here are co-| 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





operating in the national defense cH 
move by buying National Defense | 
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the 


killed | 


pictures having 


:ceeds Earl Collins in Los Angeles, | 


|mental job, whether it deals with 
| films or not, in order to do his bit. 


How soon he will be able to go 
| depends on progress of ‘Jungle Book,’ 
which goes into production shortly. 
Bank financing him insists that he 
stay with the film until it is well on 
its way to completion. It will be his 
second film for 1941-42 release by 
| United Artists. First is ‘Lydia,’ now 
; Virtually finished. Producer 
even ceased reading scripts. 


} 


The British Idea 

London, June 13. 

Quentin Reynolds’ daily page in 
the Express here recently carried his 
Story in support of British stars in 
| Hollywood. Piece was done in con- 
versational style, re-telling 
writer had with Cary Grant, Ronald 
Colman, Herbert Marshall and Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, all of whom 
voiced nationalistic sentiments. 


Effect of this type of publicity is 
questionable. 
the quartet has done and is doing by 
way of charities, local trade press is 
inclined to snicker and seize on 
sentimental makeup of the yarn. 
| Fact that these players are long-term 
residents of the U.S. received no 


precise mention in the Express story, | 


and they're thus lumped with citi- 
zens whose trek Atlantic-wards was 
much more recent and against whom 
trade attitude is bitter. 

Michael Balcon, 
recently 
the departed filmites, 
into a film fan magazine. 


indie producer, 


piece going 


Seamon (Hurtig &) Set 
Back in 20th-Fox Suit 
Harry Seamon, 78-year-old part- 
ner of the old burlesque producing 


team of Hurtig & Seamon, lost a 
plea for a temporary injunction 


against ‘Tin Pan Alley’ in N.Y. su- 
|preme court, when Justice Ferdi- 
|nand Pecora ruled that doubt ex- 
| isted as to the certainty of reference 
}%o Seamon in the picture. S*amon 
is suing 20th-Fox for $50,000, charg- 
| ing illegal use of his name. 

| 20th-Fox has submitted affidavits 
| purporting to show that the use of 
he names in the film referred to a 


theatre at 125th street, N. Y. 





Holiywood, July 1. 


has | 


parleys | 


Despite listing of what? 


let go with a broadside at! 


| Look Who They’ll Meet 


ition sought by plaintiff in a $250,000 
| suit, and followed series of hearings 
in federal courts at Greenville and 
' Spartanburg, S. C. 

Judge Wyche, in 14-page opinion, 
| stated that from testimony before 
, him, it appeared that since April, 
| 1940, defendants have been using the 
|line ‘Hi Yo Silver,’ objected to by 
| plaintiff, in their advertisements of 
| Powell as original ‘Lone Ranger’ of 
sound pix. 

Cites Second Pic 

‘However,’ opinion stated, ‘since 
the signing of the decree by the 
| district court of Pennsylvania (1940), 
a second motion picture has been 
issued by Republic Pictures, Inc., 
entitled ‘Hi Yo Silver,’ under li- 
cense from the plaintiff. In this pic- 
ture, the defendant, Lee Powell, also 
played the part and did all the act- 
ing of the Lone Ranger. If the de- 
|fendant, Lee Powell, has the right 
to refer to his former employment 
jin” the original ‘Lone Ranger’ pie- 
| ture, as I have found, as the district 
|court of Pennsylvinia has found, 
|and to which the plaintiff has con- 
sented, then by the same token, he 
would have the right to refer to his 
former employment by the Repub- 
lic Productions, Inc., as the Lone 
| Ranger in ‘Hi Yo Silver.’ 

‘It appears to me that if the de- 
fendant, Lee Powell, has a right to 
refer to his employment in one pic- 
ture, he has the right to refer to 
his employment in another picture 
| produced at a date subsequent to the 


signing of the final decree in the 
| district court of Pennsylvania.’ 

| ‘Ranger’ Promotion 

Last season advertisements de- 
| scribing Powell as ‘Lone Ranger’ of 
| films, but not referring to radio 
‘Lone Ranger,’ weie three-sheeted 
throughout circus’ southeastern tour 
and published in many daily news- 
papers. 


With opinion Judge Wyche handed 
down lengthy ‘Conclusions of Law 
and Fact’ findings, holding, in part, 
that: 


Radio serial, ‘The Lone Ranger,’ 
was copyrighted by plaintiff for 
broadcasting purposes; that plaintiff 
owns copyright to ‘Lone Ranger’ 
comic strip, (syndicated by King 
Features, Inc.), and that scope of 


both ‘as alleged and proven by the 
plaintiff’ extends only to expression 
‘The Lone Ranger,’ and ‘there has 
been no allegation or proof by the 
| Plantiff of the expression of its idea, 


so copyrighted and published over 
the radio and through the comic 
strips, and from which the plantiff 
seeks to enjoin these plaintiffs.’ 


The court ruled that ‘the plantiff 
is not entitled to the relief prayed 
for by its complaint (asking $250,000 
alleged damages) enjoining the de- 
fendants from using the expressions 
| “The Lone Ranger’ or ‘Hi Yo Silver’ 
'or from appearing in person as the 
| original ‘Lone Ranger’ of talking 
pictures.’ Further, he ruled a prior 
|show cause rule handed down by 
| Circuit Judge G. B. Greene (S. C.) 
‘should be dismissed with costs and 
attorneys’ fees to the defendants as 
provide by 17 USCA 40.’ 


Too Rough for Her 


Hollywood, July 1. 





Metro goes to the plate with a 
heavy batting order in ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ directed by Robert Z. Leon- 
ard. | 


Cast toppers are Joan Crawford, | 
Robert Taylor, Greer Garson, Her-! 








bert Marshall and Spring Byington. | 


Miriam Hopkins, dissatisfied with 
her role as femme lead in Univer- 
sal’s ‘Bad Lands of South Dakota,’ 
pulled out of the cast. Actress signed 
for the film without reading the fin- 
ished screenplay. 


Picture’s start is postponed while 
the studio hunts a new lead. 


-— 
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TRADESHOW BALLYHOO 


Trade showings of the new season’s feature product for re- 
lease after Sept. 1, as prescribed in the U. S. Consent Decree, 
promise to develop into gala occasions for exhibitors, their fam- 
ilies and friends, with each of the five major companies in com- 
petition to lure audiences to the screenings. 


Actual legal requirements for the advance showing of fea- 
tures, prior to sales negotiations, demand a single unreeling of 
a film in each of 32 exchange territories. Prospective exhibitor 
customers thereby are given an opportunity to ‘see’ what they 
are asked to buy. 


First of the companies to comply with the decree provisions 
is Metro, which is issuing invitations to thousands of theatre 
operators to attend showings of three films within as many 
weeks in 62 cities. 


Comes from Warners, information that its department of pro- 
motion is giving serious consideration to a program of 75 ex- 
hibitor screenings to be held in hotel ballrooms, with such pal- 
atable added inducements to attract customers as buffet re- 
freshments served to the rhythm of ‘name bands.’ Listings of 
desirable ballrooms have been requested, according to report, 
from Music Corp. of America and the William Morris agency. 


And, not to be outdone, a third distributor is said to be churn- 
ing the idea of conducting a national raffle of an automobile 
among exhibitors as an inducement for them to atterrd the com- 
pany’s screenings. 


It has been hot in New York during the past week, but not 
that hot. 


Whether one or both of the other defendant distributors will 
institute a plan of calling for customers in special automobiles 
and returning them to their homes after the showings is un- 
verified. It could happen. 


More likely, however, is an early conference among sales 
chiefs from which will evolve a scheme of trade showings that 
is safe, sane and business-like, having in mind that the provision 
for advance showings was framed for the convenience and pro- 
tection of the exhibitor, rather than a springboard for warm 


weather exploitation. 





REUNION AT RKO 





$3,500,000 Lasky 
Bankroll For 3 


More Pictures 


Breen Brings Auster, Ex-Haysite 
Into Producer Fold 





Hollywood, July 1. 


Islin Auster, assistant to Joseph 
Pasternak at Universal for three 
years, drew a producer contract at 
RKO. 


Before going to Universal, he 
spent five years with Joe Breen in 
the Hays office. 


HARRY M. WARNER BUYS 
OLD CRAIL FARM IN N.C. 


Hendersonville, N. C., July 1. 
Harry M. Warner, who recently 
disposed of his Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
estate, has purchased the 150 year- 
old Crail Farm at Flat Rock, just 
outside of Hendersonville, N. C. Sale 





Jesse L. Lasky, east to huddle 
with two New York banks on a $3,- 
500,000 loan for the production of 
three pictures, hasn’t determined 
yet what company will release the 
films, he said Monday (30). Pro- 
ducer declared he ‘rather favored’ 
Warner Bros., whch is releasing his 
latest, ‘Sergeant York,’ but that 
United Artists and another major 
company had also made him offers. 

Lasky said there is no deal cook- 
ing with WB or anyone else at the 
moment, but in fairness and on de- 
mand of his backers it would be 
necessary to accept the most advan- 
tageous one offered. He stated he 
will announce two of the three 
Stories he has lined up before he | Atlanta, waene 
leaves for the Coast at the end of|family built the place and named it 
next week. | from home place in Ireland—Crail. 

Reports from Hollywood are that| 1, 
the producer was asked to head east | 
and talk about loans by the banks | jg a section that has 
. ter their Coast reps had seen 

York’ and tagged it as a winner 


LaCava’s U. icore 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Gregory LaCava has signed a new 
Universal deal to produce-direct an- 
Other Irene Dunne starrer. 
It tags on to the current Dunne 
Picture now in work. 











former owner 


said not to be 

but Flat Rock 
long been fash- 
wealth and so- 
21 miles from Ashe- 
the foothills of the 
with an elevation of | 


and and house are 
especially pretentious, 


ionable to southern 
ciety. Located 
ville, it is in 
Great Smokies, 
about 2,000 feet. 

Sale price is understood to be $75,- 
000, with deed filed in name of Mrs. | 
Bessie Warner. Understood that the) 
Warners plan to use the place for 
a summer home. 














. 7 b J e 
Ginny Simms’ Pic Lead 
SETTLE PIRACY SUIT 

Los Angeles, July 1. 

Norman Houston’s plagiarism suit 
against Columbia, involving ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,’ was set- 
tled out of court. 

Author charged that parts of the 
Picture were lifted from his own 
yarn, ‘Clown in Congress.’ 





Hollywood, July 1. 


Simms moves into the 
lead in ‘Playmates’ after 


Ginny 
ferme 





Kyser pictures at RKO. 


| 
was announced by Mitchell C. King, ! 


playing supporting roles in two Kay | 


‘EXHIBS? OWN 
ALLOCATIONS 


——-—— 





Exchanges Beefing at Rec- 
ord-Breaking Habit That 
Exhibitors Have Acquired, 
Blaming It on Bad Biz— 
Branch Managers Promise 
To Crack Down On Exhib 
Shuffling 


—_——- 


ADJUSTMENTS--’N’ HOW! 


Minneapolis, July 1. 
Local film exchanges are com- 
plaining of record-breaking exhibitor 
‘chiseling’ as one of the effects of 
present generally bad _ business 
throughout the territory. 


It takes the form, the branch man- 
agers say, of the exhibitors attempt- 
ing to allocate their pictures them- 
selves. Instead of remitting the 
amount billed, it’s declared, the ex- 
hibitors in many instances are send- 
ing in what they—the exhibitors— 
think they should pay and what they 
consider a ‘fair’ amount for the dis- 
tributors tq receive for their pic- 
tures, based on alleged boxoffice re- 
turns. 

Even one of the larger independent 
circuits is charged with being among 
the offenders. Exchanges are up in 
arms with the practice spreading and 
apparently being the result of ‘con- 
certed action.’ 

Branch managers admit that, in a 
number of instances, adjustments are 
in order and should be made. They 
declare, however, that they’re not 
going to permit the exhibitors to set 
their own prices for films, alter con- 
tracts without permission and to de- 
cide for themselves what ‘fair’ rent- 
als are. They won't get away with 
it, the managers assert. 


Wobber Sees 
Higher Budgets 
For Pictures 








Hollywood, July 1. 
Bigger budgets and a more vital 
interest in individual pictures is go- 
ing to be the outcome of the consent 


ber, general manager in charge of 
| distribution for 20th-Fox, in Holly- 





,| wood for a week or two of huddles 


| about the general situation in the 


| picture business, over which 


naster minds have been worrying. 
Wobber is here to prepare for the 
sales convention at the Ambassad 
hotel, July 16-18, but the big ide: 
to catch up with the consent decre¢ 
|and ma ke the public and theatre op 


erators like 


H’ ial Hove to NJ Seat, 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., July 1 

Large contingent of drafted Hol- 
here has 
swelled during the past week by the 
'arrival of a flock more. They are 
| assigned to the Army’s Training Film 
Production Unit, headqartered here 
under command of the Signal Corps. 

Among the newcomers was Lester 
Cooper, former Warner Bros. 
writer, who was transferred from 
Camp Callan, Cal. 
ing on the training pix. Other ar- 
rivals were principally cartoonists, 
| six of them from the Disney plant. 
They are Berk Anthony, Rodell 
Johnson, Victor Michonski, George 


| lywoodites already 


J . + 
shorts 





| Perry. 


decree, according to Herman Wob-! 


been | 


He’s doing script- ; 





+ 


Unprecedented Dearth of Film 
Product Threatens for Late July 
And August; Won’ t Help G Gen | Biz 





Edington’s RKO Se | 
Nolan Out After 21 Years 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Harry Edington, former executive 
in charge of production at RKO, re- 
mains on the lot to produce one pic- 
ture under general supervision of 
Joseph I. Breen. 





does not check out for six months. 


Joseph J. Nolan, with RKO in 
various capacities for 21 years, 
turned in his resignation and leaves 
on an extended vacation July 15, with 
future plans to be disclosed later. 


After holding executive spots in 
the accounting and advertising de- 





Nolan moved to Hollywood as as- 
sistant secretary in 1934 and was/| 
upped to vice-president in charge of | 
the studio two years ago. 


WB Selling This 
Year Before It 
Starts on 41-42 : 


A policy of servicing this season’s 
product 100% before trying to sell 
the 1941-42 lineup was outlined yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Grad Sears, 
Warner Bros. sales chief, in a meet- 
ing of division and district managers 
in ‘New York. Sears told the as- 
sembled managers they must go out 
and complete delivery and service 
all accounts right up to the end of 
the current season before handling 
new season product. Warners ex- 
pects to have 12-15 features on the 
1941-42 lineup ready some time this 
month for showing to exhibitors. 

Sears huddled with the 
chiefs at the Warner kome office. 
Besides Sears, Carl Leserman, 
assistant; Ben Kalmenson, southern 
and western division manager; and 
Roy Haines, eastern and Canadian 
division manager, headed the sales- 
imen at the confab. District man- 
lagers from Washington, Chicago, 
| Kansas City, Atlanta, Dallas and Los 
Angeles als 








sales 





o attended. 





| 


PINE AND THOMAS 
TO MAKE 6 AT PAR 


all the | 


Under his old contract, Edington ' 


partments in New York for 14 years, | 


his 


Dearth of product, possibly on a 
scale hitherto not experienced be- 
fore in the film business, threatens 
for late July and August. It’s a situ- 
lation calculated to further deflate 
boxoffice returns in the 45-day pe- 
jriod just prior to release of new 
1941-42 product under the consent 
| decree, starting Sept. 1. Subsequent 
run theatres are expected to feel the 
pinch during September because of 
clearance situation which will hold 
|back new 1941-42 pictures. 
| Exhibitors admittedly are worried 
jover the situation because they fail 
|to see how the product drought can 
|be remedied excepting through re- 
;issues or extended running of prod- 
uct which, at best, would have a 
,tough job standing up in normal 
weather periods. 

Consequently, a heavy influx of 
jreissues and re-booking of recent 
b.o. successes looms for August. 
Reason for possible heavy shortage 
;next month is that several majors 
last year began using new 1940-41 
product as early as Aug. 1. This is 
particularly true of 20th-Fox, which 
started its 1940-41 season on Aug, 1 
It applies to Paramount, Warner 
Bros., RKO and Metro in almost the 
same degree because these distribu- 
tors did a lot of pre-releasing on 
current season’s pictures. 

These companies will be winding 
up a full 12 months of product or 
thereabouts, at the end cf July but 
the demand of exhibitors will be for 
13 months of films because of that 
early start last August. Hence, for 
ithese five distribs few new pictures 
| will be in sight during August or 
'until the new 1941-42 films are re- 
leased to exhibitor accounts. 


WB and Par Exceptions 

| In fact, it now appears question- 
jable whether many major com- 
|panies, excepting Warners and Para- 
|mount, will be able to meet 1940-41 
contract provisions. Metro is strug- 
gling to reach the minimum of 44 
features under its contract (maxi- 
mum promised was 52) while United 
{Artists also is reported finding it a 
task to round out its current con- 
tracts. This all makes for an addi-e 
{tional shortage at the tag end of a 








season when strong product is 
needed more than ever before to 
| bolster a weak b.o. 


Typical of the trend towards more 
and more reissues is the action of 
RKO, Paramount and Warner Bros. 
Last named distrib has been doing 
well for a month or more with a 
reissue of ‘Devil Dogs of the Air.’ 
Paramount has announecd it will 
send out ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ again 


Wil 1 Pine will produce six pic- 
ture f Paramount’s 1941-42 pro 
gram, in association with William C. 
Thomas, through deal just consum- 

ated Paramount will finance 
‘hese six will include three feature 
tarring Richard Arlen, and a like 

imber headed by Chester Morris. 

BF o Boat,’ an original by 
Aa iron. Go ttlieb, will be the first of 
the Arlen features. Screenplay is 
now being written by Paul Franklin, 
with production slated to start in 
September. Initial Chester Morris | 
picture will be ‘No Hands on the| 

| Clock,’ a whodunit by Geoffrey | 


| Homes (pen name for Dan Mainwar- | 


ing), 


skedded to start Aug. 15. 





Shirley Sprocketing Again 





Hollywood, July 1. 
Shirley Temple starrer, ‘Kathleen,’ 
goes into work at Metro early this 
month, with Warner Baxter playing 
the father role. 
| Her next picture is Edward Small's 





Filming starts July 7, with David | Paliwoda, George Peed and Robert | ‘Little Annie Rooney,’ slated to start 
Butler producing and directing. 


in early fall. 


for July busine RKO has had 
i ‘Vivacious Lady’ out for some weeks 
on reissue and is reported giving 
erious consideration to reissuing 
‘Ramparts We Watch,’ March of 
Time feature released originally less 
than a year ago. United Artists has 
tried reissues of ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
ind “Tom Sawyer’ in several spots. 
Understood that Par, RKO and War- 
ers are considering other oldies for 
re-booking 

Combination of product scarcity 
and extended runs of current top 
boxoffice attractions already is 
howing up in _ subsequents In- 
tances have been noted where sub- 
equent-run houses even have eme- 
ployd two reissues to attract busie« 
ness rather than use two questions 
‘able ‘B’ current releases. 

Autry’s Okla. Rancho 

Dallas, Texas, July 1. 
| Gene Autry, Republic Pictures 
cowboy star, will purchase a ranch 
i/near Ardmore, Okla., buy livestock 


for a complete rodeo and show the 
rodeo in some of the nation’s largest 
cities this fall or next spring, accord- 
ing to Lloyd Rust, district manager 
of the Republic. 

Rust is just back from San Antonio 
where he conferred with Autry and 
Col. W. T. Johnson who retired from 
the rodeo biz after five consecutive 
may at Madison Square Garden in 

New York and alsewhere. Rust said 

| the rodeo premiere will be in Dallas. 
s/ ; : 
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K-A-O $8,000,000 Refunding Plan 
Consummated: Retire Keith Bonds 





Pee . 
The $8,000,006 refunding, re- Unions’ Squabbling 


organization plan of Keith-Albee- | 
Orpheum Corp., was formally con- 
summated Monday (30) as the di- | 
rectors took final steps following the 
approval given by the stockholders 
Friday (27) following two postpone- 
ments. Simplication of RKO’s cor- 
porate structure, particularly as it 
pertains to theatre subsids, was 
possible through making the plan 
effective. This was done through 
consolidating principal RKO thea- | 
tre subsids with the parent RKO | 


company. 

One of final steps was Atlas | 
Corp.’s action in picking up the re- | 
maining 21,000 shares of K-A-O | 
preferred held by Mike Meehan in- 
terests Monday. After exercising 
this option, Atlas tendered these 
shares plus 7,000 other preferred 
which it had obtained earlier from 
Meehan, to RKO at $114.25 option 
price. 

Another portion of the plan calls 
for K-A-O to pay $15.75 accrued 
dividends on the remaining outstand- 
ing K-A-O preferred shares, tctal- 
ing about 15,000. Sinking fund pro- 
vision is said to consider later re- 
tirement of these shares, which 
would leave only the K-A-O com- 
mon outstanding. 

Most of coin obtained in loans 
from four banks and one insurance 
company will be used to retire $4,- 
454,000 worth of B. F. Keith bonds 
outstanding as well as $580,000 in 
Keith Memorial bonds, also out- 
standing. Bulk of remaining amount 
was required to handle 
quisition of the Meehan preferred 
shares, 


j 


| 





SEC Ok on K-A-O 
Wasitagion; July 1, 
Three related deals involving over 
70,000 shares of Keith-Albee-Orph- 


me ae. /held with indie producers who de- 





Kayoes Jukepix in N.Y. 
Rochester, N. Y., July 1. 
Coin-in-slot film machines have 
disappeared from Rochester  bar- | 
rooms and night spots following de- 
mands by the Motion Picture Pro- 
jectionists Union that the machines 
be serviced by union operators. 
Members of the Bartenders Union 
backed up the projectionists and the 
proprietors, not wanting that much 
trouble, quietly ordered the ma- 
chines out. 
The few machines installed didn’t 
operate long enough to demonstrate 
popularity. 


STUDIOS - SDG 
AGREEMENT 
SET 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Producers and the Screen Directors 
Guild are nearing a washup of their 
differences and a new contract is 
expected to be signed soon, follow- 
ing meeting of studio heads last 
(Monday) night. Last obstacle to 
the agreement is believed cleared 
away, with negotiations progressing 
favorably on minimum wage de- 
mands, 

Earlier in the day confabs were 














manded recognition in pegging mini- 
mum wage scale. Tentative agree- 
ment reported reached with SDG 
membership to act on best terms 
| wangled by negotiating committee. 
Producers also studied demands of 
IATSE locals, but further discussions 





eum preferred and improving the 
cash position of Radio-Keith-Orph- 
eum by roughly $5,000,000 received 
approval Saturday (22) from the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission. 
Exemption was granted from pro- 
visions of the Investment Company 
Act of 1940 after a finding that the 
transactions are ‘fair and do not in- 
volve over-reaching on the part of 
any person concerned.’ 

The transactions involved unload- 


ing of KAO stock by Michael J. 


are slated before the holiday week- 
end. 


BIG APRIL US. TAXES 
CUES UPBEAT AT B. 0. 


Washington, July 1. 
Amusement business took an en- 
|couraging upturn in April, accord- 


| ing to the May admission tax pay- 











Meehan and resulted in tightening of | ments which touched the second 
Floyd B. Odlum’s hold on the related | phighest level recorded this year and 


film enterprises. 


| topped figures for seven of the other 


The deals ratified by the Federal| nine months the present scale has 


@gency were: 


| been in effect. 








Sale of 48,586 shares of KAO pre- 
ferred by RKO to KAO for a price 
of $3,090,019.75; sale of 21,800 shares 
of KAO preferred by Meehan to) 
Atlas Corp. and American Co. on be- 
half of RKO for $2,490,650; and sale 
by Atlas and American of voting 
trust certificates for 6,000 shares of | 
KAO preferred for $600,000. 


The Treasury pocketed $6,955,991 
from the 10% bite on April grosses, 
a rise of $1,328,597 over the prior 
month’s collections and a jump of 
$5,164,896 above the same stanza last 
year. Record since the tariff was 
stiffened last summer is $7,124,225 
turned in last November, and the 
| 1941 maximum is $7,104,956 received 

pen sne in March. 
New B. F. Keith Corp. | Cumulative total for the five 
Albany, July 1. | months of 1940 is $32,776,901, or more 

B. F. Keith Corp. has been char-| than three times the sum raked in 
tered here as a consolidation of | during the same portion of 1940, It’s 
Greater New York Vaudeville The- }almost $12,000,000 ahead of the 
atres Corp. and B. F. Keith Corp. | amount which Uncle Sam took from 
Capital stock is listed at $20,000,000 | amusement patrons in the full 12 





with shares $100 par. Prentice Hall, 
Inc., filed the papers. 


2 KRIM BROS. PLEAD 


GUILTY IN TAX CASE 


Detroit, July 1. 
Sol and Mac Krim, brothers and 


operators of Krim Theatrical Enter- 
prises and Stramer Theatre Corp. 


here, pleaded guilty before Federal 
Judge Frank A. Picard to two in- 
dictments charging evasion of pay- 
ment of admission taxes and em- 
bezzlement of U. S. funds. 
The brothers had been indicted on 
charges of having failed to turn 
over in egcess of $3,000 collected in 
taxes on admission tickets in their 
‘theatres here between July and Oc- 
tober, 1940. Each of the indictments 
contains eight counts. It could roll 
up an extreme penalty of 40 years 
in prison and fines of $40,000 since 
the law provides a maximum penalty 
of five years’ imprisonment and 
$5,000 fine on each count. 
Judge Picard, after acceptance of 
the pleas, referred the case to the 
probation department before de- 


|months of his best year under the 
| Old tax schedule, 


The sharp May rise was in ac- | 


| cordance with a more or less sea- 
|}sonal trend. The Government’s re- 
ceipts have gone up between April 
and May in five of the last eight 
years, declines occurring only in 
1940, 1938, and 1937. Due to the 


| heavier tariff, the improvement this | 


year is by far the-best ever regis- 
tered. 

Further encouragement is seen in 
the fact that the change from 1940 
'to 1941 was the best so far. Only 
other time this year’s take has 
'topped the same stanza of the pre- 
ceding year was January, when the 
| gain was $5,096,743, or roughly $70,- 
| 000 smaller than the May-to-May ad- 
vance. In addition, the May jump 
over last year is some $1,500,000 fat- 
ter than the change from April, 1940, 
to April, 1941. 


SWG Comes of Age 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Screen Writers Guild celebrates 
today (Tuesday) its 21st anniversary. 
Frank Woods was the organiza- 








Bondo? 


Austin, Texas, July 1. 
It has been dishware, linen, 
screeno, bank night and now its 
National Defense Bond Night. 
Joseph's Drive-In here each 
week offers its patrons one $100 
Defense Bond as b.o. bait. 


52 BIBLICAL SHORTS 
FOR CHURCH ‘CIRCUIT’ 


Washington, July 1. 


Furthering the use of motion pic- 
tures in pictorial education—in this 
case Biblical education—is the proj- 
ect of Biblical Photo Plays, company 
organized by Charles Anson Bohd of 
this city. Plans call for the filming, 
in Hollywood, of a series of 52 pic- 
tures, one of which will be made 
available each week, beginning Dec. 
1, to churches throughout the coun- 
try which lease the series. 

The pictures, it is argued by the 
company, will be a factor in return- 
ing people to church and Sunday 
school. The New Testament is to be 
the source material for the series, 
each of the 52 photoplays carrying 
further the story of the life of 
Christ. 

First of the series, a sound picture 
in Technicolor, as will be those to 
follow, has already been completed 
and recently had its world premier 
here at the Foundry Methodist 
Church. 

Daniel C. Roper, former Secre- 
tary of Commerce, addressed the 
audience of church officials from 
Washington and nearby Maryland 
and Virginia, urging the use of mo- 
tion pictures in Sunday school and 
church work. 

Since then the film has been shown 
in both Detroit and Philadelphia and 
is being used as a sample in selling 
the series to churches. 

Each of the pictures, which will be 
three-reelers running approximately 
30 minutes, will be made in Holly- 
wood by a professional cast and di- 
rector. 
been signed, Bond said, but added 
he could not announce his name as 
yet. 

Biblical Photo Plays hopes to have 
the first six chapters of the series 
on the life of Christ completed by 
the time the first one is released to 
the subscribing churches in Decem- 
ber. 


Situation Well in Hand 


Hollywood, July 1. 

‘On the Shores of Tripoli,’ a sec- 
tion of the Marine anthem, is the 
title of a new service feature in 
preparation at 20th-Fox to keep up 
with the army and navy pictures be- 
ing rushed to the front in the other 
studios, 

Screenplay is by Steve Fisher, for- 
mer able-bodied seaman, who spent 
10 days at the Marine base in San 
Diego gathering material. Milton 
Sperling produces, 























Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, July 1. 
Anne Edmonds’ player option lift- 
ed by Warners. 
Lisa Huntley drew stock contract 
| at RKO. 
Janet Shaw inked an acting deal 
| with Hal Roach. 
| tto Brower renewed for one year 
as director at 20th-Fox. 
Ernest Palmer, cameraman, drew 
|; option lift at 20th-Fox. 
Smith Ballew inked player pact 
| with Liberty-National Pictures Corp. 
Frank Wilcox drew a renewal of 
his player contract at Warners. 
Barbara Slater, fashion model, 
inked a player pact at Paramount, 
Lew Seiler re-optioned as director 
at Warners, 


Sheldon Leonard’s player option 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Julia Faye signed to a Paramount 
contract. 

John Higgins inked writing pact 
at Metro. 

Hattie “McDaniel’s player option 
hoisted by Warners. 

John Shelton’s acting contract 
with Metro was taken over by 20th- 
Fox, 

Lloyd Nolan drew renewal of 
his playing contract at 20tk-Fox for 














termining sentence. 


tion’s first president. 


another year. 


Sweeping Victory for Cartoonists 
In Strike Settlement With Disney 





Final UA Regional Sales 
Meet Starts in Frisco 


Finale in the current series of five 
regional sales conventions being held 
by United Artists gets under way 
in San Francisco today (Wednesday). 
Similar two-day meets have already 
been held in New York, New Or- 
leans, Cincinnati and Chicago. 

Four western exchange territories 
will be represented — Los Angeles, 
Salt Lake City, San Francisco and 
Seattle. As with the others, Arthur 
W. Kelly, operating head of UA, will 
act as chairman of the conclave. 
Maskell Masters, western sales man- 
ager, will present the new program, 
with other reps from the h.o., in- 
cluding Monroe Greenthal, pub-ad 
head, and Seymour Poe, Masters’ as- 
sistant. 





FOR ‘WARM 
FOR MAY 


‘Very Warm for May,’ Max Gor- 
don musical which had an unsuc- 
cessful run at the Alvin, N. Y., in 
the fall of 1939, has been bought for 
filming by Metro. Price was $27,500. 

Although the sale of the musical 








The director already has | 


was understood to have taken place 
|some weeks ago, it was announced 
| by neither Gordon nor Metro, al- 
though Gordon confirmed it yester- 


|2d, and Jerome Kern authored. 





Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, July 1 

Universal bought ‘Gabriel, Sound 
Your A,’ by Bernie Feins. 

Walter Lantz bought the song, ‘$21 
a Day Once a Month,’ by Felix Ber- 
nard, as basis of an Army cartoon 
for Universal release. 

Nat Levine and Al Levoy sold 
‘Marshal from Helldorado’ to 20th- 
Fox. 

Republic acquired ‘Body Guard,’ 
western yarn by Al Block. 

George Bricker sold untitled G- 
Man story to KB Productions. 

Paramount bought ‘Special Deliv- 


signed to work on the screenplay. 
Joel Malone sold his western tale, 
‘Raiders of El Dorado,’ to Republic. 
20th-Fox has purchased ‘No Coffin 
for the Corpse’ by Clayton Rawson. 
It’s a mystery yarn to be published 
| shortly by Putnam. Price was $3,000. 
Rawson previously wrote ‘Merlini 
the Magician’ made by Metro. 
Principal interest of the studios in 
new books lies in ‘The Sun Is My 
Undoing,’ a 1,200-pager by Marguer- 
ite Steen, an English writer. It’s an 
historical novel of lave trading in 
the late 18th century and said to be 
the longest tome covered by the 
majors since ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Viking will publish in the fall. 





Cummins Appealing N.Y. 


Censors’ Nix on ‘He’ 


Albany, July 1. 
The Board of Regents, at its 
| monthly meeting, considered the ap- 
| peal of Public Welfare 
|Corp., 230 East 41 street, N. Y. City, 
|for a reversal of the ruling by Irwin 
| Esmond, director of the motion pic- 
j}ture division, State Education De- 
partment, that ‘He’ was not license- 
able. 
pasant’s ‘Le Rosier De Madam Hus- 
sin,’ was nixed by Esmond on the 
ground it was ‘indecent, immoral 
and would tend to corrupt morals.’ 
The first application was made in 

July, 1940, and a second recently. 
Samuel Cummins, general 
ager of Public Welfare Pictures, 
contends that company purchased 





Permit issued to former owner had 
been cancelled. Claim is made that 


tion rights was not aware of, can- 
cellation of permit or of violation 
of rules and regulations of the State 
Education Department. 

‘Me,’ described as a feature-length 


censors, petitioner states. 





by the Regents is expected soon. 


fs 


METRO'S $27,500 


day (Tuesday). Oscar Hammerstein, | 


ery’ from F. Hugh Herbert, who also | 


Pictures | 


The film, based on De Mau- | 


man- | 
the exhibition rights in good faith. , 


previous owner of national distribu- | 





Hollywood, July 1. 

The four-week strike of the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild at Walt Disney's 
_Studio is being washed up today 
(Tues.) following approval by mem. 
bership of a proposed contract sub- 
| mitted by the AFL committee. 

New deal calls for reinstatement 
of all employes as of May 15: dis. 
charge of all employes hired subse- 
quent to that date; no strikers to be 
laid off within 90 days after settle- 
ment; only those who remained at 
work during walkout or deserted 
strikers to be laid off; full retro- 
active pay and screen credit: union 
label; sick leave; vacations; guaran- 
teed employment of 50 weeks yearly; 
full seniority rights; severance pay; 
closed shop; all employes to affiliate 
with SCG within 15 days after con- 
tract is signed; appointment of a 
grievance setup; and a committee to 
determine classifications. 

AFL committee meets later today 
with Walt Disney and other studio 
execs, with the only hitch expected 
on retroactive pay and discrimina- 
tion. Although deal was practically 
set by Harold Smith, head of the 
IATSE soundmen, Willie Bioff moved 
into the picture and is directing the 
committee, 

Herb Sorrell, biz rep of Painters 
local, was given a thunderous ova- 
tion by members when terms of the 
proposed contract were read to them. 
Contract has been tentatively Okayed 
by Disney and expected settlement 
reached within a few days after the 
pact gets another going-over by the 
AFL committee. 


WILMINGTON GOES 
SUNDAY PIX 13TH 


Charlotte, N. C., July 1. 
Wilmington is going to have Sun- 
| day pictures, baseball, softball, foot- 
| ball and bowling. But these sports 
and amusements will not be made 
available on the Sabbath until at 
least July 13. 

Wilmington’s five-man City Coun- 
cil approved, on first reading, an or- 
dinance to allow the amusement and 
sports activities, but the ordinance 
will have to go through two addi- 
| tional readings. The vote was unani- 
;}mous. Adoption of the ordinance 
| followed a lengthy hearing, at which 
|many ministers and other repre- 
| sentatives of churches, as well as a 
|number of laymen, were heard in 
opposition to adoption of the ordi- 
nance, which will eliminate so-called 
‘blue laws’ from Wilmington. 











| 





Add B.0. Headaches: 
' 900,000 More Draftees 


| If, as some .exhibs claim, it’s the 
|number of youths away in army 
| camps that is responsible for the 
| current b.o. plunge, the news from 
the Presidential estate at Hyde 
| Park, N. Y., on Sunday (29) was an- 
|Other cause for  aspirin-gulping. 

President Roosevelt issued an order 
authorizing induction of 900.000 men 
in the land forces during the year 
| beginning July 1. That’s the maxi- 
|mum allowed under the Selective 
| Service Act. 
| Chief Exec’s order permits the 
addition of 100,000 more _ selectees 
than were authorized last year and 
| 250,000 more than have been put in 
service. There are approximately 
1,500,000 men now in the army 

There’s not 100% agreement by 
any means that the Selective Service 
Act has been to any large measure 
responsible for the b.o. decrement, 
although there’s no doubt that it has 
|counted. Some exhibs figure that 
each boy called away accounts for 
at least two less admissions a week 
because he’d usually attend films at 
least once and probably take his 
girl. 

Optimists among the exhibition 
fraternity, of course, are looking 
forward to the day in October when 
the first inductees begin to be re- 
leased from the army to return to 
civilian life. 


DOUG NETTER AT PAR 
Douglas Netter, son of Leon Net- 
ter, has been made assistant to 
, Eddie Hyman, executive in Para- 
;mount’s Theatre Dept. 
He takes place of J. J. Fitzgib- 
bons, Jr., who resigned after several 





comedy, has been okayed by Massa- | weeks in U. S., and has gone back 
chusetts, Pennsylvania and Maryland | to Toronto. 


Young Fitzgibbons is 


Decision | son of J. J. Fitzgibbons, president of 


| Famous Players-Canadian Corp. 


| 
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Dave Idzal of Detroit Challenges 
Brandt, et Al., on Poor Pix Quality 








Detroit, July 1. 


Taking up the cudgel against 
Harry Brandt, whose latest blast was 
carried widely by the press here, 
David M. Idzal, managing director 
of the Fox, accused Brandt of re- 
marks contrary to fact in an answer 
also liberally spread by the news- 
papers. Brandt has gone all-out 
against duals. 

‘Anyone with even the remotest 
interest in the motion picture in- 
dustry knows the production of pic- 
tures has improved with each sea- 
son,’ Idzal declared. ‘Technique and 
mechanics are so far superior to the 
type of product we received as re- 
cently as two years ago that com- 
— is almost ridiculous. 

‘As for the double-feature policy, 
you know that we have experi- 
mented here and that our patrons 
voted 4 to 1 for single features. Also, 
we instituted a policy of double- 
billing in the afternoon and single- 
billing at night. Lack of patronage 
and demands for refunds forced us 
back into the double-bill policy. 

‘I have been associated with the 
theatre for over 30 years and each 
summer there have been Harry 
Brandts to condemn the business 
blindly and unjustly—without the 
support of fact and without a single 
practical suggestion for betterment. 

‘Brandt is a leader of a group of 
theatres and as such can set the ex- 
ample of single features. As the 
leader of this same group he is free 


y™ 
?> 





to book only the type of pictures he} 


feels his patrons should see. He is 


not forced under any circumstances | 


Duals ‘Unfair,’ Say 
Briti 





London, June 13. 

The dual bill setup has been 
blasted by indie exhibs here, who’ve 
taken the occasion to smack the cir- 
cuits for unfair competition. Trouble 
is aftermath to Quota affairs and 
film shortage. Independent opera- 
tors urge the dual program be 
dropped for the duration of war on 
grounds neither business nor fea- 
tures are enough to go around. 

Circuits with their three-hour 
screenings are grabbing off more 
than their fair share of the trade, it’s 
claimed, and so indie exhibs can’t 
buy in on the ace films till they’re 
overplayed. No protest at the charge 
has been lodged by the circuit own- 
ers. 


Anti-Dual Bill 


Defeated in Ill. 
Upper House: 








Chicago, July 1. 


Bill that was slated to eliminate 


to play pictures he doesn’t feel suit-| double features was killed off sud- 


able for exhibition.’ 


CHALLENGE 10 
SHOWMANSHIP 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

A state of emergency exists in the 
film industry and until the pro- 
ducers, distributors, circuit and in- 
dependent exhibitors realize the im- 
portance and the necessity of co- 





Ordination and cooperation among | 
themselves, the only solution under | 


present conditions is hard-hitting | | going 


exploitation and advertising. 

The picture theatres are the great- | 
est medium of public assemblage in | 
the country but you can’t get people | 
into the theatres by putting long} 
drawers on Betty Grable and telling | 


Lana Turner that she can’t wear | 
sweaters. 
Every theatre has its own local 


(Continued on page 22) 





Siegel of Rep. Says Co. 


;a 





Will Up Budgets Also 


With most other companies upping 
1941-42 budgets to meet cx ompetit ion 


denly and unexpectedly by the Sen- 
ate of the State Legislature last 
week after it had passed the House. 
Bill was killed by the executive 
committee of the Senate and was 
never even presented for vote to 
the upper chamber. 

This bill would have made it man- 
datory for theatres to have a 15- 
minute intermission every hour after 
the first two hours of any show that 
runs more than 120 minutes in toto. 

Killing of this bill was a great 
exhibitor surprise. It had passed 


the Legislature in 1939 but at that 


time was vetoed by the late Gov. 
Henry Horner and pigeonholed. 

Allied and other indie exhibs have 
made no plans for a followup now 
that the law on which they had 
banked heavily is a cooked goose. 
|May try to work up some plan of 
directly to the publie to get 
customer stand against double 
| bills. 


WALLIS TO CANADA 
ON FLYING PICTURE 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Hal B. Wallis shoved off fer Ot- 
tawa to make arrangements for the 








filming of a flying picture, ‘Captains | 


of the Clouds,’ to be shot with the 
help of the Royal Canadian Air Force 


on three air fields above the border. | 


Picture is slated to start July 7 
at the barracks at Upland Fields, 
Ottawa, with George Brent in the 


under the consent decree, Republic, be ale lead if he can get out of the 


although not a signatory, will follow 
suit. It will tilt its coin layout about 
$1,250,000. M. J. Siegel, Rep produc- 
tion head, said in New York yester- | 
day (Tuesday). There will, however, 
be four more features to come out 
of the 1941-42 budget than will have 
been made for 1940-41, the company 
upping its output from 26 features to 
30. There will again be 32 westerns 
and four serials, Siegel said. 
Production exec is east to discuss 
Rep’s second quarter product with 
prez Herbert J. Yates. He disclosed 
that three features have already 
been compieted for the first three- 
month period of the new season. 
Present year’s schedule will all be| 
in cans by Aug. 15, he declared. Of | 
the 26 features promised, 22 have | 
been delivered, two are completed\or | 
cutting, ‘Icecapades of 1941’ is now 
shooting, and ‘Doctors Don't Tell,’ to | 
80 into production Monday (7), will | 
complete the slate. | 
Siegel will head for the Coast | 
about next Tuesday, he said. 








| hospital in time. 
ing from a minor 


Brent is 
operation. 


recover- 


solationistic Michigan 
Bullish on Defense Pix 


Detroit, July 1. 

With only a slight minority stand- 
ing off, 491 of Michigan’s 521 open 
theatres have signed to play national 
defense films here in a section of the 
country notoriously isolation{st. The 
picture house drive for national de- 
fense was launched at a meeting of 
the Detroit Variety Club attended by 
representatives of more than 200 
theatres as well as 90° of the branch 
managers, bookers and salesmen of 
the district. 





At the gathering Carl Buermele, of | 


| Cooperative Theaters, and Edward C. 
Beatty, of the extensive Butterfield 
chain, presented the extensive 
pledges of the state’s exhibitors. 


ish Indie Exhibs 


GIVEAWAYS ALSU 
GIVEN THE GO-BY 


Pioneer Circuit Head Finds, 
After 4 Weeks, That the 
Policy Change Is for the 
Better 





—_—— 


EXTENDS DATES 





Minneapolis, July 1. 
After a four-week trial period of 
double features and giveaways elim- 
ination in all eight of his Pioneer 


Field, owner of the chain, has an- 


will be permanent. 
the playing time of pictures and by 


that he actually has obtained better 
net operating returns for the the- 
atres and, in consequence, the duals 


and rackets are out for good. 

Moreover, the public reaction has 
been highely favorable, especially 
with respect to the twin bills’ elim- 
ination. Saturday night grosses have 
shown a pickup all along the line 
and the theatres that tossed out he € | 
duals and giveaways fared bett 
the boxoffice, comparatively, 
nine ‘B’ houses that continued with 
their double features and gifts, ac- 
cording to Field. 


circuit ‘A’ houses in Iowa, Harold 


nounced here that the policy change 
By extending 


doing away with the twin bills and 
cash and other gifts, Field declares 


pte 





— 


Indie Producers Call On Guilds 
And Unions Not to Kayo Dual Pix: 
Foresee Unemployment Otherwise 








Post-Mortem Hollywood, July 1. 
Protest against the curtailing of 
Attorneys working on the double bills was registered here at a 


meeting of the Independent Motion 


Douglas Fairbanks estate have . 
. Picture Producers Association, 


been -perspiring for weeks over 


the intricate mathematics and | Which called on all the guilds and 
legal papers involved in divvy- labor unions to keep the duals on 
ing up the holdings into the one- the screen. A reversion to single 
fortieth shares dictated by the | ills, the indies declared, would 


mean unemployment for labor and 
technical crews and actors not un- 
der contract to major studios. 


Represented at the meeting were 
Monogram, Producers Releasing 
Corporation, Banner, Supreme, I. E. 
Chadwick, Gold Seal, Million Dol- 


late screen star’s will. 

Finally, last week, the reams 
of official documents were com- 
pleted and ready for presenta- 
tion to the court. Then some- 
one discovered that one of Fair- 
banks’ nieces, who is to get a 


hunk of the estate, is about to lar, Mascot, Kozinsky Bros., Boots 
have a baby. Will mentioned and Saddles, George Weeks, Al Her- 
that specific possibility with the man, Sarecky-Horwin, Alexander, 


result that all the calculation 
has to be done over ane all the 
papers redrawn. Attorneys are 
praying that there be no more 
‘Acts of God.’ 


Cinecolor and Windermere Produc- 
tidns. Committee to fight against 
the single bill legislation was ap- 
pointed to consult with the Screen 
Actors Guild, the -Screen Writers 
'Guild, the cameramen and other 
working organizations. 


In another’ resolution, under 
chairmanship of I. Ey Chadwick, the 
indies drew up a counter-proposal to 
the recent Hays office dictum which 
fixes a minimum of $100 for 
|tures costing up to $25,000 for pro- 
{duction code seal. New _ proposal 
calls for a payment of $50 for films 
below the $25,000 class, increasing 
to $150 for pictures costing $100,000 
and conforming with the major com- 











Biz Upswing In 
Contrast to B.O. 
Dip Puzzling: 





pic- 








Bad business prompted Field to} Ws panies on all productions above that 
institute the policy reversal in his| scale 
‘A’ houses, he explains. He says he | Minneapolis, July 1. New officers of the IMPPA are 
decided to cut expenses and ‘see| As painted by the Federal Re-|I. E. Chadwick, president; William 
what happened.’ serve bank reports, local business | Hackel, v. p.; Lindsley Parsons, sec- 

‘Out went the double features,| ,icture continues to puzzle exhibi- ond v. p., and Edward Finney, sec- 
cosmetics, gifts of every sort, cash|to,; in the territory. While theatre | retary-treasurer, 
giveaways and, except in several} prosses have been at a low ebb for 

(Continued on page 22) several months, the report just is- 





House Approves 


l0c Tax Base On 





Washington, July 1. 

Reduction of admission tax ex- 
emption to start the tap on@.o. fees 
at 10c was approved by the House 
Ways and Means Committee yester- 
day (Monday). Taxes now start on 
admissions of over 20c. Only 
patrons exempt from the new levy 
are to be service men in uniform. 
New basé rate is expected to become 
operative in the fall. 

Industry had indicated 
|the elimination of any 





it favored 
base and 
| wanted the tax to be applicable on 
any and all admissions. Films did 
| win a point, 


mittee’s refusal tu continue tax é@x- 
emptions on shows given by church 
|!and charitable organizations 
Aside from the new base 
tax will continue to be 1°‘ 
/10c or fraction thereof. Present 20c 
er which was voted a year 
ago In place of the old 40c 
was anticipated to yield 
yearly. New 10c cellar 
to bring in $134,000,000. , 
Ways and Meansers did not in- 
clude in the tax bill a proposal 
favored by Congressional tax ex- 
perts for a $12,000,000 tap on film 
rentals, as was in effect during 
World War I. Had it been enacted, 


level, 


bottom, 


rentals, 


The Shootin’ Dies Down 


“Holly wood, July 1. 
Entire feature production A 
for 1940-41 has been completed at! 
Monogram, leaving only 
Keene westerns to be shot. 
Robert Tansey, producer, is ready- 
ing the pair for early filming at 








Prescott, Ariz. 


All Admissions 


however, with the com- | 


of each | 


$74,000,000 | 
is estimated | 


it would have been added to exhib | 


two Tom | 


sued states that general business ac- 


Elen ON PROD. 
LINE AT 20TH 


tivity, in a protracted upward 
course throughout the _ district, 
reached its highest level since 1930 
in May. 


The report says bank deposits con- 
tinued to expand and farmers’ cash 





income climbed 10% above May, 
1940. 

May business volume advanced | Hollywood, July 1. 
from April and continued at the| Eight new pictures, beginning with 
highest level since 1930, ‘with prac- | three next Monday (7), are on the 
tically all business indexes reach- | production slate at 20th-Fox. Three 
ing the highest level since 1929 or | Monday starters are the Jane 
1930,’ according to the report. | Withers starrer, ‘Small Town Deb, 

‘Both city and country department | directed by Harold Schuster; ‘Cadet 
store sales indexes advanced sharply | Girl,’ directed by Ray McCarey, and 
and were at the highest May level on ‘Detour to Love,’ piloted by Alfred 
record,’ the report says. ‘At the same | Werker 
time the Minnesota index of em- ‘Forward March,’ a Laurel-Hardy 
ployment rose to the highest point | comedy, rolls July 10, followed four 
on record and farm product prices | days later by ‘Swamp Water: and 
advanced to the highest level since | ‘Confirm or Deny.” Two more, ‘Re- 
July, 1937.’ member the Day’ and ‘Between the 

Another ‘statistical’ encouragement Devil,’ go into work later in the 


month 








to the film trade, which hasn’t felt 
or benefited from the upswing’s ef- Le ee 
| fects yet, is the highly favorable + . 
op report Warners’ Two Pictures 
‘Spi ing and du vheat | é She 
pects in the Northwe are a Ab t P M t 
ee ee ee out Prime Ministers 
| Cargill Grain compat yne of ‘ 
| largest elevator owne! ‘Minne Hi 00d. July 1 
North and South Dakota a Ml ‘The P1 Mi Bi . 
( hal be pé ( ( e | ‘ } e ( er 
qaituiol A ral pro 0 f Disr 1} bee t ¢ Ove b’ 
heavy yiel Warne! for Am«e an ¢ ri yn. 
John Gielgud plays the Disraeli role 
and Diana Wynyard the femme lead. 
‘Nat'l howe y Bill ——- 
d enc I Churchill Pic 
Worries H’ wood ers: Warners plans screening the life 
/ of Winston Churchill, and may proe 
me |duce the film at the Teddington 
Hollywood, July 1. plant, London, according to Max 
Bill in Congress to regulate pri- Milder, Warner manager for the 
; . company in Great Britain. Milder 
vate employment agencies, intro- came into N. Y. on the same clipper 
}duced in May by Rep. Tolan, of | plane that brought in David Rose, 
| Oklahoma, has Hollywood agents, Paramount’s British manager, last 
worried. Provisions of the measure | Wednesday (25). 
would have all agents licensed by the Milder here for discussions of 
Secretary of Labor, who would have |the British situation with Harry 
ithe right to fix fees and revoke li- Warner, having originally been re- 
censes, ported coming over in connection 
| Counsel for the Actors Managers with pending deal for buy-in on 
Guild are hopeful of putting through | John Maxwell’s theatre chain in 


an amendment which would elimi-| England. Milder made no mention 


of any such deal on his arrival. 


| nate talent agents as affected parties. 
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Paramount Will Pre-Judge Tune Values 
Before Putting Musicals in Production 





Hollywood, July 1. 
New plan for pre-judging ex- 
pensive tune sequences in film mu- 
sicals is being arranged by Sidney 
Kornheiser, general manager of the 


Paramount Music and Famous Mu- 
sic Corps., and Lou Lipstone, music 
head at the studio, in cooperation 
with all directors working on tune- 
films. Idea is to gauge, beforehand, 
the exploitation, sheet and record- 
ing values of forthcoming numbers, 
costing from $15,000 to $50,000 per 
tune. 

Kornheiser is working out a pro- 
gram of air plugging of Paramount 
ditties which he expects will be ac- 
ceptable to ASCAP, and is arranging 
for stronger exploiting of the studio’s 
film music through a _ series of 
trailers. ‘ 

Main point in Kornheiser’s pro- 
spectus is to have music publishers 
express their reaction to tunes be- 
fore they are filmed, instead of 
spending heavy money on the pro- 
duction of doubtful numbers. 

Between huddles, Kornheiser has 
been auditioning numbers for 
‘Glamour Boy,’ ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
‘Birth of the Blues,’ ‘Sing a Song of 
Homicide’ and ‘The Fleet’s In.’ From 
12 to 15 songs suitable for sheet 
sales and recordings will be picked 
from the five productions. 


FLOCK 0’ TITLES CUE 





MUCH NEW PRODUCTION 


David O. Selznick went on a title- 
registering spree last week, laying 
claim to approximately 25 potential 
labels for pictures. Most of them 
were possibilities for the series of 
short stories he will film and edit 
into feature-length pictures. He has 
decided neither on a generic name 
for this whole type of film nor on a 
specific one for the first picture, 
tentatively tagged: ‘Tales of Passion 
and Romance.’ 

Those that he registered were 
‘Tellers of Tales,’ ‘Told in the Night,’ 
"Tales of Passion and Romance,’ 
‘Salmagundi,’ ‘Tales of Mystery and 
Imagination,’ ‘Green Room Classics,’ 
‘Twice Told Tales,’ ‘Fireside Tales,’ 
‘Round the Campfires,’ ‘Tales Worth 


Telling, ‘Living Tales,’ ‘These Stories 
and 


Live, “Told from the Heart’ 
‘Hodge Podge.’ 


Others registered were ‘Claudia,’ 
which Selznick will film from the 


Broadway legit hit of the same name 





| Nate Goldstein’s Kid Mat 
Collects 2 Tons Aluminum 


One of the first aluminum matinees 
held by a picture theatre in coopera- 
tion with the national defense cam- 
paign proved a huge goodwill 
builder for the Paramount, Spring- 
field, Mass., last week. Every child 
presenting a piece of old aluminum 
was admitted to the special after- 
noon performance, response being so 
tremendous that two one-ton trucks 
were needed to haul away the metal. 
Special aluminum matinee was 
undertaken under instruction of 
Nathan E. Goldstein, head of West- 
ern Massachusetts Theatres, Inc. He 
plans holding similar matinees in 
Brattleboro, Greenfield, North 
Adams, Holyoke, Northampton and 
Pittsfield. 


Canadian Exhibs 
Now Absorbing 
Part of 20% Tax 


New Glasgow, N. S., July 1. 
When the 20% Dominion war tax 
was placed on all theatre admissions, 
the Allied Exhibitors decided for in- 
creasing the prices to the full tax. 
However, there are murmurs now 
among the exhibs that perhaps they 
should absorb half the tax, as a ges- 
ture of good will toward the public. 
The first defections from the non- 
absorption policy are Harry Mac- 
Neil, managing the Jubilee and Roxy, 
and Norman Mason, 77-year-old 
owner-manager of the Roseland and 











Academy, at New Glasgow. They 
have cut their prices by 10%, thus 
paying half the tax. MacNeill and 
Mason huddled on the plan, inspired 
by reduced business following en- 
forcement of the levy. A joint agree- 
ment by the competing exhibs was 
reached, in the effort to improve b.o. 
response. At present there is not a 
city, town or village in the provinces 
which is not adversely affected by 
the 20% price boost, the slump 
coming hard on capacity patronage 
that had prevailed for about 16 
months. With the weather unseason- 


‘Sacred and Profane Love’ (to which ably chilly during May and June, 


Metro has a prior claim, filed 


Hero,’ ‘Blood, Sweat and Tears, 
*‘Wings Over England’ and 
Walks in Beauty,’ 


Unusual registrations recently by 


in 
1934), ‘Night Fighter,’ “The Battle Cry 
of Freedom,’ ‘The Great American 


‘She 


and ideal for summer theatre biz, the 





vital cause of the recession seems to 


Art and News 


—_——_—_—— 


San Francisco, July 1. 

Ellis Levey, Telenews mana- 
ger, is now purveying culture 
with world events. Has turned 
part of his upholstered base- 
ment radio studio and recreation 
center into an art gallery, where 
regular exhibitions are being 
held. 

Stunt is grabbing lots of free 
space in the papers. 


—— 


JOINT BOOKING 
MAPPED FOR 
MARITIMES 


St. John, N. B., July 1. 

The cooperative movement for 
farmers, fishermen, home builders, 
miners, and including penetration 
into banking, with credit unions, has 
now been extended to cover film the- 
atres. 

Co-sponsors of a plan to establish 
and operate a cooperative booking 
arrangement for exhibs without dis- 
tributor tieups are Archie Mason, of 
Springhill, N. S., and Jack Butler, of 
Moncton. Mason is a veteran of film 
exhibition, a past prexy of the Al- 
lied Exhibitors’ Association, and is 
chairman of the arbitration board 
which patches up troubles between 
exhibs and distribs in Nova Scotia. 
Butler was on the distribution end 
for some years before abandoning 
an exchange manager’s job at St. 
John, for the managership of a 
Moncton theatre, the Imperial, about 
six years ago. 

Mason and Butler have been motor 
trekking around the maritime prov- 
inces, calling on indie exhibs and ex- 
plaining the booking scheme they 
have originated. In each instance, 
the exhib is asked to join up on 
the ground that strength comes with 
union, and that the-status of the in- 
dependent theatre owner will be 
greatly improved by assurance of a 
continuous supply of the best pic- 
tures, and at lower rentals or per- 
centages than now prevailing. The 
proposed booking service would 
make the most attractive deals pos- 
sible and, it is being pointed out, the 
more participants, the better the con- 
ditions for each subscriber. All the 
exchanges covering these provinces 
are located in St. John. 














be the 20% ascension in prices. Pres- 
ent indications are that other film 
showmen will follow the example of 
MacNeill and Mason, convinced this 
is the surest way to bring the people 
back to the theatres. 





’ 


More Film Fact-Finding 





other producers include: ‘Decameron’ 7 


and ‘Decameron 1941’ by RKO; ‘De- 
by Ben Harrison 
and ‘4-H 
Clubs’ by 20th-Fox; ‘Peary at the 
North Pole’ by Warner Bros.; ‘Mad 


mentia Femina’ 


Orkow by Metro; ‘4-H’ 


Dogs of Fifth Avenue’ by Universal 
‘Grand Street Boys’ 


Small; ‘Private John Smith’ by RKO; 
‘Boogie Woogie’ by Universal; ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ by Paramount; ‘Macbeth’ 
by Goldwyn (Reliance Pictures has 
‘So This Is Rio’ by Co- 
lumbia and ‘Hi-Spy’ by United Art- 


priority ); 


ists. 





Evens Defies St. Louis 


Cops in Balloon Bally 





St. Louis, July 1. 
Harold D. ‘Chick’ Evens, manage 


of Loew’s, last week outpointed the 
cops and pulled an exploitation stunt 


Friday (27) for ‘Big Store’ (Metro 
that ordinarily would result in 
cuffo ride in the Black Maria to th 


hoosegow. Evens cooked up a co-op 
newspaper ad campaign with a large 
downtown clothier and on opening 
day released 2,000 toy balloons, 50 of 
whi¢h were colored green and each 


good for a cuffo admish to the the 
atre. 


The eops, aware of the stunt 


Preliminary N. Y. Survey Strongly Favors Comedy 
Entertainment 





by Edward While one-fifth of New York’s 


population attends film theatres less 
often than once a month, about 40% 
of New Yorkers plunk their coin on 
the b.o. sill three to five times every 
four weeks. That was revealed in 
a sampling survey of 500 residents 
of the city’s five boroughs by the 
newly-organized Motion Picture Re- 
search Bureau. 

Outfit, operated by Dr. Leo Han- 
del, was recently hired by David O. 
Selznick to do continuing research 
for him. It wound up its initial as- 
signment for Selznick last Friday 
(27) in calculating nationwide re- 
. action to his new idea for compila- 
tions of a 
into features. Unlike Dr. George 
) Gallup’s Audience Research Insti- 
2 tute, which works exclusively for 
e RKO, MPRB is taking on a number 
of picture company clients. 


Handel’s New York survey was 
actually only a test for a national re- 
search job on the same questions. 
There were a number of interesting 
-| disclosures, nevertheless, on attend- 
ance and preferences. With results 
, |obtained from men and women al- 


| 
| 
number of short stories| 


interested,’ 84%; ‘No time, 23%: 
‘Can’t afford it,’ 17%; ‘Pictures too 
poor,’ 8%; ‘Dislike movies,’ 7%, plus 
other minor reasons. 

Survey of preferences for various 
type pictures showed comedies led 
all others with 28% demanding 
them. Keynote of the comment was: 
‘We want to see funny pictures to 
forget the terrible things now going 


on.’ Complete list of preferences 
shows: 

Pct 
ee ee 28.8 
No preference................. 20.5 
og a. 12.5 
Adventure, action............. 6.7 
Light entertainment*......... 4.8 
MUUUEMPSUOR 555463460 %8004%0640% 4.8 
NES. Gn acy New ast bon qn terws 4.0 
a ee ae 4.0 
i aR ee eeeren ee eee 3.5 
Educational, factual........... 3.0 
War, propaganda.............. 2.2 
Detective, gangster............ 2.2 
EER Fare eee 1.3 
Cs SRR SES re eran « Re 
MEE ORNS RE iach 84d ca eea 100.0 








| Milwaukee; Frank Cronin, 


Philly's Film Row Facelift: RKO’s 


Publicity Revamp; Other Briefs 





Philadelphia, July 1. 
Philly’s Film Row will undergo a 
major operation within the near 
future with the passage of a bill by 
the State Legislature to widen Vine 
street—exit from the much-traveled 
Delaware river bridge. 


All the properties on the south 
side of the street will be torn down 
under the aet and that means eight 
rialto landmarks will go—including 
two major exchange buildings. 


Set to be evicted by the order are 
the exchanges of the United Artists 
and Columbia. Latter is esconced 
in a building that’s scarcely two 
years old. Others who will have to 

d new quarters are the Capitol, 

ollywood and Republic exchanges, 
the Vine street screening room, the 
headquarters of the projectionists 
union, and Morlachers' Delivery 
Service. Several premium houses 
are also set to go. 

Widening of the artery has been 
talked about for the last 15 years— 
ever since the Delaware bridge was 
built. Each year the rumor was 
revived, until Vine streeters refused 
to pay any attention to it. 


Last week the act was passed by 
the Senate. Already given the okay 
by the House, it needs only the sig- 
nature of the Governor to become 
law. The widening project is part 
of a statewide $50,000,000 highway 
development program. 

Breeze, in South Philly, opened 
Friday (27) after complete refur- 
bishing. 

W. A. Weidersheim, Philly lawyer, 
named arbitrator in the case of the 
Hill theatre against Stanley Warner 
Co., Paramount and RKO. 

New giveaway making its appear- 
ance in the nabes is ‘Joan Blondell 
cosmetics.’ 

Jules Levey, Universal producer, 
in town last week renewing old ac- 
quaintances. 

More than 100 industryites attend- 
ed the annual clambake at Pleasant- 
land, near Boyertown, last Thurs- 
day (26). 

Harold Brason and Ted Minsky, 
Stanley-Warner employes, latest in 
the film colony to don khaki. 

ae Auxiliary of Tent 13, Va- 
riety Club, has pledged to buy a 
station wagon to transport infantile 
paraiysis cases to the Martin Ortho- 
pedic School. 





RKO Field Publicity Setup 

Sweeping realignment of RKO’s 
staff of field exploitation men, an- 
nounced last week by Terry Turner, 
supervisor for S. Barret McCormick, 
ad-publicity chief, became effective 
yesterday (Tuesday). Sixteen reps 
are reassigned under the revamp. 

Harry W. Reiners gets Boston and 
New Haven. Doc Howe goes to the 
Portland, Seattle and Vancouver ter- 
ritory. Jimmy Boyle, formerly of 
h.o. publicity staff until early this 
year, switched to the Omaha-Des 
Moines area, having formerly been 
in Buffalo and Rochester. 

Al Selig is assigned Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Washington. Other 
assignments are Ted Wynn, Buffalo, 
Albany; Don Prince, Atlanta and 
Charlotte; Fred Ford, Memphis, New 
Orleans; Bud Gray, Dallas, Okla- 
homa City; Bob Hickey, Chicago, 
Kansas 
City, St. Louis; Bill Scholl, Cleve- 
land, Detroit; Eddie Rivers, Cincin- 
nati, Indianapolis; T. Bidwell Mc- 
Cormick, Denver, Salt Lake City; 
Charles Huy, Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco; George Degnon, Toronto, Mon- 
treal; Henry Howard, _ Winnipeg, 
Sioux Falls. 





Matinees Upped 5c 


; Spartanburg, S. C., July 1. 

First local price change in several 
years inaugurated at Carolina by 
Wilby-Kincey. From 2 until 6 p.m. 
5c has been tacked on to matinee 
admissions. 

Bertram Finch, former Herald- 
Journal radio and film columnist. 
handed army rifle for one year. 

Paul Ballenger named Carolina 
assistant manager. 

Palmetto Amusement’s new Caro- 
lina at Columbia, S. C., scheduled 
for Sept. 15 opening, Warren Irwin, 
district manager, announces. Chain’s 
fifth state capital city unit, others 
being Palmetto, modernized re- 
cently, 5-Points, Ritz and Strand. 

Wilby-Kincey’s new Palmetto here 
will be straight pix. Interior being 
constructed without a stage. Seats 
900 and located a few yards from 
Strand and State, other W-K up- 
town houses. State has been made 
main W-K_ stage unit distributor, 
although Carolina handles bulk of 
topflight bands. 





window sills of the theatre stage 
walls were never removed. 

Poli, himself, designed the interior 
decorating the balcony horseshoe 
with cherubs, the style of the time, 





‘Scavenger Sale’ 
Detroit, July 1, 

Picked up during the State ‘scay. 
oneee sale,’ the Pastime theatre here 
is being remodeled by Joseph Mel. 
lon, circuit owner who contemplates 
a complete reinovation for the house, 
The only theatre in the state in ac. 
tive use ever to go on the ‘scavenger 
sale’ for unpaid taxes, the Pastime 
will be refurbished by fall. 





Fox-W. C’s Central Office 
Los Angeles, July 1, 

Charles Skouras plans a structure 
to house the central booking office 
for all Fox-West Coast chain and 
affiliated houses. Building is to rise 
on the recreation grounds adjacent 
to the executive offices here. 

Returning with Skouras from New 
York was his nephew, Spyros 
Skouras, Jr., who will learn theatre 
operations first as an usher and 
doorman while on vacation from 
college. 

Franchise of Producers Releasing 
Corp. in this territory has been taken 
over by Samuel K. Decker. Louis 
Rutstein, who formerly held the 
franchise in partnership with Sam 
Nathanson, will continue operating 
PRC exchanges in San Francisco, 
Seattle and Portland. Decker is 
former Monogram franchise-holder 
in Detroit. 





Fox-Midwest Big Revamp 
Kansas City, July 1. 

Extensive list of promotions and 
changes of house managers and 
execs was announced last week by 
Elmer Rhoden, chief of Fox-Midwest 
Theatres Cor). Most important was 
the appointment of James J. Long 
as city manager. He leaves position 
as manager of the Plaza, ace sub- 
urban house, where he held forth 
past six years. Long held numerous 
managerial posts for Fox-Midwest 
and before its organization began 
working under Rhoden in 1929. 

Following policy of the organiza- 
tion to develop younger men within 
its own ranks these changes were 
announced: 

B. M. Montee takes over the Plaza, 
K. C., coming from Beatrice, Neb. 
O. F. (Doc) Hitchler moves from 
Madrid to Vista, Kansas City, where 
he formerly staked out. Charles W. 
Barnes leaves Granada, K. C., Kan- 
sas, to acquire the Brookside, on the 
Missouri side. Charles Weinstein, 
assistant to Barnes at the Granada, 
becomes manager of Linwood, on the 
Missouri side. W. E. Whaley from 
manager Warwick to manager 
Madrid, K. C. Roger Ruddick from 
assistant at Pittsburg, Kan., to man- 
ager of the Warwick, K. C. Dale 
Havelone from manager Marshall, 
Mo., to chief of the Granada, K. C,, 
Kan. Harry Biederman from the 
Linwood to Rockhill. 

George Moore moves from the sta- 
tionery and supply department of 
the central office to manager of the 
Benton theatre, K. C. 

Out of K. C. in the surrounding 
territory Dale Thornhill becomes 
manager at Chanute, Kan., moving 
over from an assistant’s post at Jop- 
lin, Mo. Mel Miller moves from 
Chanute, Kan., to Ottawa, Kan., as 
manager. Ed Allison from Ottawa 
to Marysville as manager. Jack 
Maes from Marysville to Beatrice, 
Neb. Joe Ruddick from assistant at 
Springfield, Mo., to Marshall, Mo, 
aS manager. Howard Busey from 
assistant at Jacksonville to manager 
of the Palace, Wichita. 

Occasion for changes and prom0- 
tions were resignations of Art Zim- 
mer, city district manager who came 
here from Springfield recently, and 
those of Ed Mater, Paul Reinke and 
J. D. Johnson in K. C. and Fred 
Glass at Wichita. 





Blankenship’s Takeover 
Ralls, Texas, July 1. 

The Crystal here, owned and ops 
erated by Leroy Land, purchased by 
Wallace Blankenship of Levelland, 
Texas. Blankenship announces that 
his assistant for many years, Jack 
Holman, has resigned and plans & 
new theatre on his own. 





Opera House on Block 
Sabina, O., July 1. 
The Sabina Opera House, cone 
structed in 1894, will be sold at pubs 
lic auction July 5 by the Richland 
township trustees. 








Now Here Is a Junket 


Hollywood, July 1. 

World premiere of ‘Navy Blues’ is 
slated for Honolulu, world’s greatest 
naval base, unless war intervenes 
before the first week in September. 

Warners is arranging the oceani¢ 
junket, requiring 10 days, with stars 
featured players, film critics and all 
the trimmings. 


warned Evens that he would be|most uniform, frequency of attend- 
jugged if he went through with it]}ance among theatregoers (those who 
and caused the streets to be littered|attend more than once a month) 
and traffic congestion occur. Evens|showed: Once or twice a month, 
had already notified his New York|20%; three to five times, 49.5%; 
office and went through with the/|6-8 times, 18.8%; 9-11 times, 5.7%; 12 
stunt. Approximately 10,000 down-|times and more, 6%. 

town workers on their lunch hour Reasons 

joined in the scramble for the bal-| Reasons for not attending given 
loons, none littered the streets and|by the 20%-who go less than once a 
no pinches were made, month included: ‘Just don’t care, not 


*No specific preference. Historic House Sold 
Worcester, July 1. 

Loew-Poli Plaza, opened in 1905 by 
S. Z. Poli, closed Sunday night (29). 
Building is being sold to F. W. Wool- 
worth Co. During its 36 years, Plaza 
has played stock, burlesque and pic- 
tures. 

The late Low's Sagel, general man- 
ager for Poli interests, bought the 
property after a fire—even while the 
timbers were still hot. The scarred 








‘Passage’ for Pommer 


Hollywood, July 1. 
‘Passage to Bordeaux’ is Erich 
Pommer’s next production for RKO, 
dated to roll Aug. 1, with Robert 
Stevenson directing. 
Top spots go to Joseph Cotten and 
Lucille Ball, 
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‘Draft’ Pacing Peppy Chi for $40,000; 
Billy Gilbert-Kildare’ 176; ‘Crazy’ 


$15,000; ‘Navy NG on 4th H.0. Week: 





Chicago, July 1. 

There was a slight drop in the 
sweltering thermometer over the 
weekend which was considerable 
boon to downtown houses, There 
was a resultant upturn in trade, the 
lift being accounted: for not only by 
the easier temperatures but also by 
the entry of a couple of top-notch 
money pictures. 

These two toppers are ‘Caught in 
the Draft,’ now prancing to a fine 
session in the big Chicago, and ‘Love 
Crazy’ at the United Artists. Both of 
these films depend primarily on 
their stars for the trade, Bob Hope 
being the enticer in the former and 
that ever-popular team of Myrna 
Loy and William Powell in the other. 


Other than these two another en- 
try that indicates good strength that 
should develop in the nabes_ is 
*Affectionately Yours’ in the Apollo. 


Roosevelt holds over with ‘Billy 
the Kid’ and the Palace goes into a 
smash fourth week of ‘In the Navy’ 
and ‘Tight Shoes.’ Latter house has 
made the most of the possibilities 
offered by the combination. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Affectionately’ (M-G). Dennis 
Morgan and others in the cast make 
up considerable boxoffice strength 
and aiding this house to fine $8,000 
currently. Last week, ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) finished five weeks in 
loop to oke $5,400. 


Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Draft’ (Par) and stage show. Bob 
Hope has plenty of power and this 

icture is building pace to a happy 

40,000. Last week, ‘Doe’ (WB) 
faded, after fine start, to wind up 
with $28,700, satisfactory. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Doe’ (WB). Moved here from the 
Chicago for additional loop time and 
will garner fair $4,500 here. Last 
week, ‘Lisbon’ (Par) snared good 
$4.900 for second loop session. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Night in Rio’ 
(20th). Combination stepping along 
to neat $7,500. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Cheyenne’ 
(U) came in with mild $6,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
(4th wk.). Backed by smart manage- 
ment handling on all business angles, 
this combination is trotting along to 
great coin, going to fine $11,000, cur- 
rently after taking up excellent 
$12.700 in its third week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 


75)—Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Managing to come through with 
$10,000 this week, following good 


$12.300 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Billy Gilbert headlining on stage, 
and the picture name is the big 
money asset for the house. On his 
moniker rests most of the fine coin 
chances. Also on the bill is the Joe 
Sanders orch. With Gilbert and rest 
of the bill, gross looks for $17,000, 
bright. Last week, ‘Power Dive’ 
(Par) with Victor McLaglen and 
Joan Abbott on the rostrum, snagged 
neat $15,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 
Myrna Loy and William Powell still 
a brilliant boxoffice combination that 
will rocket the wicket currently to 
hefty $15.000. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) concluded fortnight 
Stay to so-so $9,700. 

Woods’ (Essaness) 


(1.200: 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Kane’ (RKO) (8th 


50-75- 





wk). Picture is going right along 
and will mark up $8,000 this week | 
after taking okay $8,200 last week. 





‘Love Crazy,’ ‘Kildare’ 


Nice $16,000, B’klyn. 





; Brooklyn, July 1. 

Loew’s Metropolitan with ‘Love | 
Crazy’ and ‘People vs, Dr. Kildare’ | 
getting good break despite terrifie- | 
ally hot spell. Second week of | 


‘Penny Serenade’ and ‘There’s Magic | 
in Music’ okay. 


Estimates for This Week 
. Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Bride Wore 


Crutches’ (20th). Mild $12.000. Last 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
Melody for Three’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
quiet $13.000. 
: Fox (Fabian) (4.023; 25-35-50)— 
Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col). Mild $13.000. Wast 
week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
and ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB), good $14.000. 
Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
“Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Peonle vs. 
Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Nice $16.000. 
Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 





| Conn fight films. 
| helping to carry this one over the 


| ‘Point Widow’ 


50)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
$14,000. Last week, first-rate $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Voice in Night’ (Col) and ‘Great 
Swindle’ (Col). Uneventful $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Roar of Press’ (Mono) 
and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB), dull 
$3,500 


Phil Harris Bolsters 
Omaha, Socko $22,000; 
‘Draft’ 8G Second Wk. 


Omaha, July 1. 

‘Lady Cheyenne’ at Orpheum with 
Phil Harris’ band and stage revue go- 
ing over for a sock business, biggest 
here in many months. ‘Adventure in 
Washington’ and ‘Time Out for 
Rhythm’ at the Brandeis will run up 
a nice figure. ‘Caught in Draft,’ at 
Omaha where it was switched after 
a nice week at the Orpheum, also 
see. Biz is holding well gener- 
ally. 








Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-40- 
55)—‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and Phil 
Harris band and revue, sock $22,000. 
Last week ‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) 
and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), dandy 
$12,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—Caught in Draft’ (Par) brought 
over from Orpheum for a second 
week here plus a new second fea- 
ture ‘Cowboy and Blonde’ (20th). 
Average $8,000, maybe less. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Adventure Washington’ 
(Col) and ‘Time for Rhyhm’ (Col), 
good $5,300 on tap. Last week ‘Fog 
(WB) and ‘Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO) plus Louis-Conn fight pic- 
eee, swell $6,000 thanks to the scrap 

ms. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Penny Seren- 
ade’ (Col) split with ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), 
‘Forbidden Passage’ (M-G) and 
‘Wagons Roll Night’ (WB), nice $900. 
Last week ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) 
single split with ‘Ride on Vaquero’ 
(20th), ‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) and 
on Returns’ (UA), pretty good 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 


—Law Range’ (U), ‘Mail Train’ 
(WB) and ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
triple split with ‘Happened West’ 


(Cap), ‘Ride Kelly’ (20th) and ’West- 
ern Stars’ (Par), ‘Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Adam Sons’ (Col), plus Louis-Conn 
pictures, fair $900. Last week ‘Bor- 
der Vigilantes’ (Par), ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB), ‘Melody Three’ (RKO), triple 
split with ‘Devil’s Pipe Line’ (U), 
‘Price Crime’ (Cap) and ‘20-Mule 
Team’ (M-G), ‘La Zonga’ (U) and 
‘Night Rio’ (20th), a light $700. 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—@{anzibar’ 
(Par) and ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) split 
with ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and 
‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G) plus Louis- 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 3 

Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 

(2). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(34th wk). 

Capitol—‘They Met in Bombay’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 25) 


(WB) 


Criterion—‘In the Navy’ (U) 
(4th wk). 
Globe — ‘Underground’ (WB) 


(3rd wk). 

Music Hall—‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Palace — ‘Jungle 

(RKO). 
Paramount — ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Hit the Road’ (U) (2). 
Roxy —‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th) (4). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 18) 
Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (4). 
Week of July 10 
Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(2d wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(35th wk). 
Capitol—They Met in Bombay’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Criterion-—-‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 3, 1940) 
Music Hall—‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO). 
Paramount — ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rialto—‘Time Out for Rhythm’ 
(Col) (9). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 28) 
Roxy —‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d 
wk). 


Wash. Battles Heat; 
Rochester’ P.A. 216, 
‘Store’ Poor $13,500 


Washington, July 1. 

Not much to brag about this week. 
No films of any particular merit on 
tap to battle the heat. Rochester's 
radio fans are flocking to his per- 
sonal appearance at the Earle, boost- 
ing ‘Adventure in Washington’ to 
solid biz. ‘In Navy’ is sailing along, 
too, peddling corn in class house, 
Keith’s, at better figure than an- 
ticipated. Rest of town is drifting 
| along. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Big Store’ (M-G), plus no- 
name vaude. Poor, $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), plus tab 
‘Crazy With Heat’ on stage, led town 
| with good $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Wings’ (Par) (2d run). Due for 
gemi-crash landing, light $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d 
run), wound up with good $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Adventure Washington’ (Col.). Can 
\thank Rochester’s personal on stage 
|for excellent $21,000. Last week, 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), plus. stage 
show, blacked out with mere $14,- 


Cavalcade’ 


the 


(WB) 


in the 














Conn fight, neat $1,000. Last week | 900. 


‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) single, split 
with ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) at Military and 
‘Letter’ (WB) at Dundee. Good $980. 


PROV. IN DOLDRUMS 


‘Sunny’ $9,000; ‘Rhythm,’ Ditto—One 








House Closes for Repairs | | 





Providence, July 1. 
Summer doldrums are here in 
earnest and most of the boys are re- 
signing themselves to just marking 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—‘In 
Navy’ (U). Better than expected at 
this house, fine $12,500. Last week, 


‘Sunny’ (RKO), pulled after six 
days, poor $5,500. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1600; 28-44) 


—‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col). But it’s 


‘Draft’ - Bradley-Froman-Kaye 
Hang Up New Summer Mark at N.Y. 
Par, $71,000: Blossoms 


Flowery 906 





no solid beat, n.s.g., $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Shining Victory’ (WB), aided 
by Louis-Conn fight films, to good 
enough $5,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
enough for follow-up term, $11,000. 
Last week merited holdover with 
passable $15,500. 


‘Draft’ Swamps L’ ville, 
Terrific 126; ‘Rhythm’ 
$6,500; Others Fairish 


Louisville, July 1. 

Current hot spell is being inter- 
rupted by heavy rains, and the com- 
bo is slowing up biz at downtown 
houses. Cdin-getter of the town is 
‘Caught in Draft.’ Bob Hope com- 
edy getting a terrific play. Lines 
form at all hours. Other houses 
currently are leaning on the over- 
flow at the Rialto. ‘Underground’ at 
the Mary Anderson is garnering 
okay returns. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) 
and ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Do- 
ing all right after moveover from 
Loew’s State. Aiming at satisfac- 
tory $2,000. Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col), profit- 
able $2,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Man Lost 
Himself’ (U), combining to bring 
fairish biz, probably oke $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
Gob’ (RKO), split with ‘Night Train’ 
(20th) and ‘Vegas Nights’ (Par), 
copped good $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col). Playing 
second fiddle to Bob Hope across the 
street, and will likely catch some 
overflow. Fairish $6,500. Last week, 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA), fine $8,500, and 
moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000; 
15 - 30-40) — ‘Underground’ (WB). 
House has a firecracker in this one, 
and nice biz. Opposish next door at 
Rialto is plenty potent, but expec- 








tations are for medium $3,300. Last 
week, ‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), dual, and 


change of policy for one week only, 
brought lightweight returns, $2,700. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), zooming out 
in front, and practically has a mo- 
nopoly on the b.o. this week. Word- 
of-mouth plenty active, and the long 
lines are spelling jubilant $12,000. 
Also strong possibility of extending 
another week. Last week, ‘Night 
Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Point Widow’ 
(Par), satisfactory $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40 )-—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Strings’ (RKO). Combo is 
pulling usual summer take on fair- 
ish pics. Feeling the pull of Bob 
Hope on the main stem, but catching 
a little overflow. Medium $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) 
and ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) with 





fine $3,500. 








time. Majestic Theatre closed down | 
after Sunday (29) and is rushing ex- 
tensive repairs which will include | 
completion of installation of a new | 
air-conditioning system, and redecor- 
ation of the entire theatre. Reopen- | 
ing scheduled for Friday (4). | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- | 
50)—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Get 
Away’ (M-G) (2d run) and Louis- 
Fight pictures are 


$2,500 hurdle for a fair take. Last) 
week ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Broad- | 
way Limited’ (UA) (2d run) okay 


Lady’ (20th). Also fallen off for so- 
so $2,000. Last week ‘Buck Privates’ 
(U) and ‘Mail Train’ (20th), fairish | 
$2,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— | 
Dark four days for repairs. Last} 
week ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Passage 
Hong Kong’ (WB), $9.000, neat. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— | 
‘Knew Answers’ (Cof) and ‘Time for | 
Rhythm’ (Coi). Headed for one of | 
slowest in a long time for weak | 
$9,000. Last week ‘Big Store’ (M-G) | 
and ‘Get Away’ (M-G), good $11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
(Par) and ‘Voice in | 


$2,500. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— | 
‘Nevada City’ (Rep) and ‘Young | 
| 


Heat No Snag to Detroit 


Upbeat Continues — ‘Bombay’ - ‘Music’ Dual Neat 
$15,000, Good H.O.’s 


Detroit, July 1. 
Current heat wave has failed to 
check the resurgence of biz here, 
which had gone underground fol- 
lowing the boom of Lent until it 
showed marked strength last week. 


| With last week’s tally having soared 
'even above optimistic expectations, 


exhibitors here are beginning to 
wonder if maybe those rubber bands 
on defense earning bankrolls haven’t 
stretched to the limit and spending 
is back. 

As a result the first-runs are go- 
ing 50-50 on_ hold-overs. The 
Michigan should iead the town with 
strong grosses on its new pair, ‘They 
Met in Bombay’ and ‘Magic in the 
Music,’ the latter based on this state’s 
music camp at Interlochen. As an 
additional fillip the house is using a 
film on the local Chamber of Com- 
merce’s annual cruise. Adams, us- 


and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) | Night’ (Col), so-so $4,500. Last week | ually a switch-over house, has the 


(3d wk), so-so $12,000. 
Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 





| ‘Night Lisbon’ 


(Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par) (2d wk.), nice $5,000. 








other fresh product, ‘Hit the Road’ 
and ‘Prisoner on Devil's Island,’ with 





better than in 


sight. 


average business 
Estimates for This Week | 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) | 
—Hit the Road’ (U) and ‘Prisoner 
Devil’s Island’ (Col). Better than 
average $6,000. Last week ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) (4th wk.) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col), fair $5,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘In Navy’ (U) (2d wk.) and 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Should easily 
catch nice $14,000 after shooting up 
to a mighty $23,000 last week on ‘In 


Navy’ paired with ‘First Beau’ 
(Col.). 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 


30-40-55)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par). Neat $15,000. 
Last week ‘John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Million Doilar Baby’ (WB) big 
$17,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Johnn Doe’ (WB) 
and ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). (2d 





wk.). Pair moved from Michigan 
still good for hefty $8,000. Last | 
week ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and 


‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) plus Louis-Conn ' 
fight nictures clicked for $8,000. 





» 


Louis-Conn fight pic added, brought | 


| fellers) 


Sweltering, sustained heat wave 
that engulfed the street starting last 
Thursday (26) was partly offset by 
the influx of juvenile trade when 
schools let out last week. Net result 
is that outstanding product is getting 
bulk of Broadway business as others 
sag. 

Easily outstanding is ‘Caught in 
the Draft’ at the Paramount, which 
is hanging up a new summer record 
for the house. Bob Hope comedy 
plus Will Bradley's orchestra, Jane 
Froman, Danny Kaye and well-knit 
stage show has what it takes, and 
will do holiday season business at a 
sockeroo $71,000 or better. Gross is 
unheard of at this time of year. 
Stays two more weeks and likely 
more. Last Monday (30) was big- 
gest Monday in Paramount theatre’s 
history despite all the heat. 

Other strong attraction is ‘Blos- 
soms in the Dust’ at the Music Hall 
which is headed for a _ rousing 
$90,000, and holdover, mighty wel- 
come for the Rockefeller spot after 
several disappointing weeks. Marx 
Bros.’ ‘Big Store’ only so-so at the 
Capitol with $16,000 or better loom- 
ing. 

Manner in which ‘In the Navy’ is 
holding on at the Criterion is sur- 
prising, Abbott-Costello comedy be- 
ing almost as big as previous week’s 
$15,000 on the third week. Stays a 
fourth. 

‘Sergeant York’ opens a roadshow 
engagement at the Astor tonight 
(Wednesday ). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (UA) (1,012: 75-85-$140- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Sgt. York’ (WB). 
Opens roadshow engagement today 
(Wednesday). Last week (7th), 
‘Barbara’ (UA) held up to $8,500 on 
five days ended Sunday (29). 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895: 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(34th wk). Holding close to recent 
weekly figure, and will do around 
$9,500 which means continuance of 
run for several weeks. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4.520: 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Big Store’ (M-G). 
Marx Bros. go well here, and $16,000, 
while only modest, comparatively 
better than picture has done in many 
| places. ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) in previ- 
ous week, slid below $17,000, very 
mild. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75)—In Navy’ (U) (4th wk). Still 
making many competitors on street 
look poorly in comparison. Running 
neck-and-neck with previous week 





on third stanza that closed last 
(Tuesday) night, near $15,000. 
Slightly over ‘that figure on the 


second week. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Underground’ (WB) (2d wk). Stick- 
ing around third session because of 
sturdy $10,000 turned in on second 
week. Opening week hit $12,500, 
above expectations, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Kane’ (RKO) (9th 
week). Concludes its run here to- 
day (Wednesday) with nearly $10,- 


000, just fair. Eighth week dipped 
below recent takings for meavrre 
$10,000. Frank Buck’s ‘Jungle Cav- 
alcade’ (reissues of three merged 


|animal pix) opens tomorrow at pop 
scale and continuous policy. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 


Will Bradley band, Jane Froman, 
Danny Kaye, others, in person (2d 
week). Wound up first session last 
(Tuesday) night with sensational 
$71,000, greatest summer business 
house ever had. Really is Xmas 
week trade, and amazing for sum- 
mer. ‘Lisbon’ (Par) and Vincent 
Lopez, others, slick $34,000 in previ- 
ous week, its second. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
(5,960: 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Rousing $90,000, and stays 
second session. ‘Knew All Answers’ 
(Col) previous week took mighty 
slim $64,000. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750; 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and 
fight films (2d week). 
nice $5,000, after strong $9,000 on 
initial week. In ahead, ‘Saint’s Va- 
cation’ (RKO), tepid $4,500. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th) and stage show 
(3d week). Profitable $24,000 after 
good $29,000 on second stanza and 
sturdy $44,000 opening week. ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) comes in Fri- 
day (4). 

State (Loew’s) (3.400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Wings’ (Par) (2d run) 
plus vaude headed by Bill Robinson, 
Bert Wheeler, others. Traveling at 
nice gait for $23,000 or thereabouts. 
Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Simone Simon, Al 
Trahan, others, nifty $25,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,767: 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and Guy 
Lombardo orch 2d week). Headed 
for nearly $19,000, not bad consid- 
ering. First week, same combo, 
$24.000. 





28-44-55 )— 
Louis-Conn 
Headed for 
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Philly Picks Up Despite Heat Wave; 


Andrews Sis- Widow Nice $20,000 





_— —_—_—__ --—- v 


| 
Philadelphia, July 1. 

The double-header assault of heat 
and humidity over the weekend is 
proving no bugaboo for most de- 
luxers. 
uct are finding plenty of moolah in 
the till. | 

Announcement by the heads of | 
large defense plants that there will 
be no long July Fourth weekends for 
patriotic reasons is preventing the 
usual mass exodus from town this 
week, and keeping lots of entertain- 
ment dough here. © 

Snaring bulk of the coin is the 
Earle which is headlining the An- 
drews Sisters, in person. “They Met 
in Bombay’ is also in the heavy 
money, while the zanies Abboit and 
Costello continue to lure ip the 
shekels as their ‘In the Navy’ goes 
into its third elegant week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G (2d run) (2d 
wk). Ticking off a pretty $3,500 for 
this sesh. ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) 
opens a second run today (Tuesday). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) Gable and 
Russell on the marquees enough to 
bring in a satisfactory $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par), sour 
$11,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—'Point Widow’ (Par) with stage 
show headed by Andrews Sisters and 
Joe Venuti’s orchestra. Headed for 
a nice $20,000 mainly on strength of 
the singing trio. Last week, ‘Time 
for Rhythm’ (Col) with Louis Arm- 
strong orch topping an _ all-sepia 
show, n.s.h. $16,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Manhunt’ (20th). Meeting the fate 
of anti-Nazi films with a poor $11,000. 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) able to hit house 
par of $15,000 abetted by Bob Hope 

ersonal last week. Hope’s ‘Caught 

n Draft’ (Par) bows Friday (4). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Man Lost Himself’ (U). Initial 
run for this flicker netting a poor 
$2,800. ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) able to 
gross slightly better for a second run 
try with an even $4,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G (2d run) (2d 
wk.). Still plenty chipper with a 
hefty $4,300 for this run. Last week, 
Crawford’s meller a clicky $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘In Navy’ (U) (3d wk). Clear sail- 
ing with a bangup $11,500 for this 
trio. Last week brought a sweet 
$14,800 for second hop after a fat 
$21,000 on first week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68 )— 
*Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2 run). First 
time this house has been used for 
second run in many moons. Taylor 
starrer heading for okay $6,000. Last 
week’s combo of ‘Adventure Wash- 
ington’ (Col) and Louis-Conn fight 
pix brought profitable $5,500. 


Minneapolis Dries Up; 
‘Blood’ Meagre $6,000, 





200, and out afier six days. Last 

week, $10,200, big. 
State (P-S) (2,300; 

‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Being only im- 


| portant newcomer, it has field pretty | 
Houses featuring hot prod- /much to self. Stretching toward fair| ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), $6,500 will be 


$6,000. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) and Louis-Conn fight films, 
big $10,000 in eight days. 

Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-39)—‘Men 
Boys Town’ (M-G). _ First nabe 
showing. Fair $2,200 indicated, Last 
week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), first 
nabe showing, okeh $2,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (28-39-44-55) 
—'Eternal Gift’ (Indie) (2d wk.). 
Film of Catholic Easter mass head- 
ing toward mild $1,200. Last week, 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d wk.), $1,- 
400. Mild. 


Seattle Cuts Scales; 
‘Bombay’ Great $8,500, 
Store’ 536, Others Sag 


Seattle, July 1. 


Summer prices at the Jensen-von 
Herberg Liberty theatre, and re- 
duced prices for service men in uni- 
form, and juniors (12 to 16) are now 
in effect at the first run houses. 

Run at Coliseum last week of 








‘Zanzibar’ was extended to nine 
days, with Louis-Conn fight thus 
getting a full week’s shot. This 


fight film drew better than any in 
years. ‘Woman’s Face’ holds for a 
third good week at the Blue Mouse. 
Outside of that, the showshops all 
have new fare, some of it rating. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(856; 30-40-50)—‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘I'll Wait’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Getting on for $2,300, good. Last 
week, same films (2d wk), sold for 
dandy $3,800 at b.o. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-35)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Shot in 
Dark’ (WB) (2d run), heading to 
$2,300 in six days, okay. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB) (2d run), plus Louis-Conn 
fight last seven days, of nine-day 
run, $3,900, big. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
50)—‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par). Great $8,500 
looms. Last week, ‘Lisbon’ (Par) 
and ‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO), 
$6,700, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col) and ‘Miss- 
ing 10 Days’ (Col), inaugurating 
‘summer prices,’ but $3,000 is so 
thin it may be yanked. Last week 
(30-40-50), ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) 
and ‘Dared Not Love’ (UA) landed 
Okay $5,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde In- 
spiration’ (M-G) (2d wk. hot from 
Orpheum, gaited at a. big $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘Cowboy and Blonde’ (20th) (4th 
wk), $2,700, good. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-40-50) 
—'Flame of Orleans’ (U) and ‘Vegas 





‘Dictator’ Nosedives 


Minneapclis, July 1. 

*Blood and Sand’ has a cinch cur- 
tently but not nearly as hot as the 
weather. It’s the only important 
newcomer, Aside from the Gopher’s 
‘Girl, Guy and Gob,’ which is only 
mild. ‘Dictator’ is disappointing in 
second stanza at the Orpheum and 
goes out. Town is full of second 
runs and holdovers, and biz is bad. 

Paul Whiteman is on the Orpheum 
horizon for July 11—the first stage 
locally in a number of weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
*Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror Island’ 
(U). In for five days, nice $1,200. 
‘Men Timberland’ (U) and ‘Under 
Age’ (Col), also dual first-runs, open 
Tuesday (1). Last week, ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th) and ‘Keeping Company’ 
(M-G), dual first-runs, light $900. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
$9-44)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d 
wk.). Moved here from State. In 
a spot to catch feminine shopper 
patronage, but not doing so well in 
second stanza. Looks light $2,500 
after a big $10,000 first week over at 
State. Last week, ‘Eternal Gift’ 
(Indie). After poor start, probably 
due to Eucharistic Congress visitors 
and local parishoners’ concentration 
on Congress activities, patronage 
started Monday and climbed to 
pretty good $3,000. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-20)— 
‘Met Murderer’ (Indie). - This weak 
limping badly. 





sister British film 
Very bad $300 indicated. Last week, 
‘Zombies’ (Mono) and ‘Gang of 
Mine’ (Mono), light $500. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Girl 
Gob’ (RKO). Well-liked comedy, 
but only going to fair $2,600. Last 
week, ‘Vegas Nights’ (Par), out after 
five poor days, $1,600. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). Falling 
off sharply after big first week—big 
despite critics’ mild response and 
mixed customer opinion. Mild $4,- 


SS a a eT 


Nights’ (Par), got only $2,900 in five 
days, and pulled. Last week, ‘Mil- 





28-39-44 )—_ 


| MONT’L MOANS LOW 





Heat Bops Biz; ‘Blood’ $7,000, ‘Kid’ 
$6,500, ‘Draft’ Mild 4G 





Montreal, July 1. 

Blistering heat is nicking grosses 
again and the best in sight will be 
shared by Palace and Loew’s with 
‘Billy the Kid’ and ‘Blood and Sand.’ 
Balance will be near flop figures. 
French language houses are so bad 
they may close for summer. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 


| good but outlook is uncertain, Last 
| week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO), fair $5,500. 
| Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
|‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and ‘Point 
| Widow’ (Par), $4,000, fair. Last 
| week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col), weak $3,500. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Best in town 
with good $7,000 ahead. Last week, 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk), slipped to 
$4,000, n.s.g. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (WB). Hope for 


$3,000 which will be good enough. 
Last week, ‘People Kildare’ (M-G) 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
$2,800, fair. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,190; 30-40-60)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). Still click- 
ing and may get fair $2,800, after 
nice $4,000 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60) —‘Circonstances Atten- 
antes’ (3d wk). Pic good enough but 
public won’t go this weather. Lucky 
to gross $400 after floppo $600 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—‘Le Bonheur’ and ‘Cavalerie 
Legere’ poor $2,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Violette Imperiale’ and ‘Con- 
troleur des Wagons-Lits,’ weak 
$2,200. 


Triple Shift at U 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Triple play by Universal’s casting 
department shifted three leading 
men to three different pictures. 

Robert Stack hopped out of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ into ‘Bad Lands of 
|Dakota’; Robert Paige, originally as- 
isigned to ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy,’ took 
lover the Stack role in the Olsen- 
Johnson comedy, and Dick Foran 
moved into the Paige spot in ‘Cow- 
boy.’ 











lion Dollar Baby’ (WB) and ‘Shining 
Victory’ (WB), $4,300, mild. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) and ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U), plus vaude, traveling 
at $4,600, good. Last week, ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) and ‘Too Many Biondes’ 
(U), plus vaude, $4,400, good. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-50) 


—Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘People 
Kildare’ (M-G). May land good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ 


(M-G), $9,500, swell. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G) 


(2d run). Okay $2,300. Last week 
(30-40-50), ‘In Navy’ (U) ‘and 
‘Vaquero’ (20th) (4th wk), good 
$2,600. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘District 
Attorney’ (Rep) (2d run). Good 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA) and ‘Adam Sons’ (Col) (2d 
run), $2,200, good. 





‘| Last week, ‘Billy 





Record Heat Smothers Pitt. 





‘Bombay’ Sparkling $16,000, But Product Dearth 
Hurts; Other Business Soars 





Pittsburgh, July 1. 

The record-breaking heat and lack 
of outstanding first-run product is 
making a mourner’s bench of film 
row this week. Temperatures hit 
ninety-five and drove the natives out 
of town for relief, ae traffic 
conditions prevailed on all roads 
hereabout as late as 3 a.m. 

With the exceptions of ‘They Met 
in Bombay’ at the Penn and ‘Big 
Store,’ supported by the Conn-Louis 
fight pictures, at the Ritz on second 
week moveovers from Penn and 





‘Dragon’ Reluctant 
In Denver, $7,400; But 
‘Baby’ Sturdy $9,500 


Denver, July 1. 

Business is only fair with most 
houses down from recent weeks. 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ at the Denver, 
and ‘Reluctant Dragon’ at Orpheum, 
shape up as best b.o. bets. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘In 
the Navy’ (U), after a week at the 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), after week 
at Denver, okay $4,000. 

Broadway ‘Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘People Kil- 
dare’ (M-G) (2d run), fair $2,500. 
Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum, meek $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Caught in Draft’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Parson Panamint’ (Par). Neat 
$7,000, nice profit for third session. 
Last week, ‘Draft’ alone got nice 
$7,500 on its second week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and ‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB). Sturdy 
$9,500. Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 








—Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO). Fair 
$7,400. Last week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
and ‘People Kildare’ (M-G), nice 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (reissue) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Good 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Time for 
Rhythm’ (Col) and ‘First Beau’ 


(Col), nice $5,500. 

Riglto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (WB), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘King Zombies’ (Mono). Okay $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th), after 
a week at Denver and also Aladdin, 
and ‘Horror Island’ (U), good $2,000. 


Lamb Quits Disney 
Hollywoed, July 1. 
Herbert Lamb has resigned as stu- 
dio manager of Walt Disney Produc- 


tions. 
He is reported to have checked 





out because of differences with Walt 


Disney over reorganization of studio 
personnel to reduce expenses. 





It isn’t the heat, duals, consent d 
that are holding down film receipts. 
new class A starring product. 
sonable conclusion after glancing at 


spondents, coast to coast. 


weather. 


In Los Angeles the Gable-Rosalind 
tion hit $28,500 (two houses), best 
is $8,500; Lincoln, a sturdy $3,500; 
$16,000, and San Francisco, a not 


‘Draft.’ 
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At least, that is a rea- 


intake, as reported telegraphically from Variety corre- 


In contrast, when one of the dozen or more big time 
marquee names appears, in all too infrequent releases, 
the boxoffice barometer starts soaring, even in stormy 
To prove the point, Clark Gable returns to 
first-run screens this week in ‘They Met in Bombay’ 
(M-G), and the receipts are near tops in all bookings, 


Film reaches Broadway (Capitol theatre) tomorrow. 

It’s that ole debbil personality, and he is showing 
his smiling face wherever ‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par) 
is playing, giving Bob Hope a chance to do his own 
brand of clowning. Abbott and Costello, stil] ‘In the 
Navy,’ are holding tenaciously to holdovers, the best 
extended run engagements since ‘Ziegfeld’ and ‘Zanzi- 
bar’ in the spring. Joan Crawford in ‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) is gradually leaving the initial engagement 
scene for lucrative subsequent runs, and Myrna Loy 
and William Powell have almost completed their key 
city showings in ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), 


‘DRAFT’ DRAUGHT TERRIFIC | 


Hope moves to first spot of current showings in 
The Paramount, N. Y., is close to record 
figures on the week. The Chicago theatre (B&K) has 
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ecree or la guerre 
It’s the dearth of 


the current week’s 


ings. 


Russell combina- 
in weeks. Seattle 
Pittsburgh, smash 
so heavy $18,000, 


Frisco, 


ings. 


(8th week). 


aeanaennssueatesed nee ee 


a ia one ee 


NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


Give ‘Em a Name Like Gable and Biz Ups—Ditto Bob Hope 
—But They Need Good ‘A’ Pix In General 


rung up a banner $40,000, and at the Metropolitan, 
Los Angeles, the take is $25,300, terrific. 
is swell at $9,800; Omaha is 8G on the holdover: Port- 
land touches $13,800; best in Louisville with $12,000, 
and excellent second weeks in Frisco and Kansas City. 
Denver is finishing satisfactory third stanza at $7,000. 

Showmen can estimate the strength nationally of the 
new releases by study of half a dozen early key show- 
Also the weaknesses. 


Indianapolis 


THE WEAKIES 


Into the latter category falls ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), with 
medium, poor and good returns respectively in Louis- 
ville, Pittsburgh and Baltimore. 
something less than an answer to a showman’s prayer, 
with spotty returns from Washington, Baltimore, Bos- 
ton and Seattle, and low at the Capitol, N. Y. Like- 
wise, ‘Time Out for Rhythm’ (Col) is hitting a three- 
quarter pace in most spots. 
slow; Omaha, 
Louisville, fair; Kansas City, not bad; Washington, 
n.s.g.; Seattle, thin, and Lincoln, mild. 

‘Blossom in the Dust’ (M-G) is off to fine returns at 
the first week in the Music Hall, N. Y, No other book- 


‘Big Store’ (M-G) is 


Score: Providence, weak; 
good; Indianapolis, average; 


Added starter joins the roadshow? tonight when 
‘Sergeant York’ opens at the Astor, N. Y. 
Kane’ holds on the Palace, N. Y., and Woods, Chicago 
And out in Los Angeles ‘Fantasia’ has 
completed its 22d week at the Carthay Circle, ap- 
proaching the run of ‘Gone with the Wind.’ 

With too few returns for general estimate, ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (Disney- 
RKO) are emerging into first runs. 


‘Citizen 


— 








Warner respectively, grosses are at 
submarine levels. Some may hit 
lows for year. 

In the face of blotto business jy 
theatres, newspapers this week re- 
ported that general business condi- 
tion here have hit an all-time high 
peak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Manhunt’ (20th). Excellent reviews 
will help eke out an underpar $2,- 
800. Last week, ‘In Navy’ ‘(U) in 
fourth week concluded with satis- 
factory $2,500 after a profitable run 
which totalled up best grosses of 
year. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). Best in 
town by a mile. Gable-Russell draf 
against current conditions indicate 
by a sparkling $16,000. A cinch for 
a second week at the Warner. Last 
week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) ambled in 
for a passable $11,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Big 
Store’ (M-G) and Louis-Conn fight 
pictures. ‘Store’ moved here for 
second week and fight pictures ditto 
from Warner. Combination is going 
to give the house a bright $3,000. 
Excellent here. Last week, ‘Billy 
Kid’ (M-G) fair $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
— ‘Black Cat’ (U) and Devil's Island’ 
(Col). Twinner just a filler-inner 
and struggling for a measly $2,500, 
Last week, ‘Adventure in ashing- 
ton’ (Col) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
only a little better at $3,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Crazy with 
Heat’ unit on stage. Neither stage 
nor screen demonstrating any draw 
and the big deluxer will take a dive 
into the red ink with a year’s low of 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Shining Vic- 
tory’ (WB) and Ted Lewis on stage 


came through with neat but not 
gaudy $17,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Wait for 


You’ (M-G) staggering along for sad 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Affectionaiely 
Yours’ (WB) and Louis-Conn fight 
pictures, socko $9,000. 


Hot Weather Slows Up 
Hub; ‘Store’ $25,000 In 
2 Spots, ‘Fos’ Mild 1426 


Boston, July 1. 


‘In the Navy’ holds for a third 
week at the Keith Memorial and 
shapes up as the strongest b.o. film 
in town, matching the trade of 
single-week pix in other major 
stands. -‘Navy’ will also play a 
fourth frame, moving over to the 
RKO-Boston next week. ‘Big Store’ 
and ‘Out of Fog’ are running about 
even at the Orph and State and 
Metropolitan, respectively. But all 
boxoffices were dented by a terrific 
heat wave, following a similar show- 
men’s headache last week. 

“ Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-28-44) 
—‘The Terror’ (Alliance) and ‘Mys- 
tery Room 13’ (Alliance) with “Third 
Dimensional Murder’ (M-G), a short, 
being publicized as a ‘triple-thrill 
show,’ aiming at better-than-average 
summer biz, $6,000. Last week, ‘Hit 


Road’ (U) (1st run) and ‘Bringing 
Up Baby’ (RKO) (reissue), four 
days; and ‘Double Date’ (U) and 
‘Queen Penthouse’ (Col) (both 2d 
run), three days, with Louis-Conn 
fight pix all week, $4.100. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Round Up’ (Par), skidding to $4,000 
or less. Last week, ‘Caught in Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) (both 
continued from two weeks at Met), 
$5,500, good. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Young 
Lady’ (20th), third week, heading for 
a swell $13,000. Second week same 
combo turned in $14,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘West 
Point Widow’ (Par), pointing to me- 
dium $14,500. Last week, ‘Night 
Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Singapore Wo- 
man’ (WB), $12,400. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col), heading for so-so 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Woman's Face 


(M-G) and ‘Broadway Limited’ 
(UA) (2d wk), $13,500. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 


44-55)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
and ‘Round Up’ (Par), sluffing to 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Caught in Draft 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) (both 
continued from two weeks at Met), 
$8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col), slightly off to around 
$10,000. Last week, second stanza of 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA), $9,000. = 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘U-Boat 
29’ (Col) (reissue), indicating fair 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Marked Woman 
(WB) (reissue) and ‘Mutiny Arctic 
(U) (1st run), $2,000. 
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Frisco Turns Blah: 


‘Bombay’ $18,000 





; 


Heads New Entries; ‘Kane’ Oke in 5th: 





San Francisco, July 1. 

Things sagged again this week al- 
though the visitors from the valley 
towns are beginning to trickle in. 
Hot-belters, however, pick items 
they don’t get at home. This helps 
stage shows at the Gate and is add- 
ing to the terrific play which the 
Ice Follies is getting, with nightly 
sellouts. 

Plenty of new entries on the street 
but they apparently will bring only 
average results or less. ‘Met in 
Bombay’ is tops at the Fox. Sto- 
kowsky concert just broke even. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Shot 
in Dark’ (WB). Gable opus started 
out okay, with around $18,000 in 
sight. Last week, Marx Bros. com- 
pletely blah, house unable to reach 
even a brutal $11,000 with ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —Kane’ (RKO). Stays over 
for a sixth week starting today. 
Fifth week got $5,500, still in the 
black and indications now are that 
Welles opus will ride to a seventh 
stanza. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Roar Press’ (Mono) and Funza- 
fire unit. Stage is pulling the load 
again this week, without too much 
emphasis on the pull, just average 
$13,500. Last week, Andrews Sisters 
and Louis-Conn fight films plus ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col), finished with a terrific 
$23,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)-—Time for Rhythm’ (Col) and 
‘Adventure in Washington’ (Col). 
Disappointing entry; opened slow 
and $6,000 looks like tops. Last (4th- 
final) week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Men 
Timberland’ (U) (2d-final wk), mild 


$5,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Point Widow’ (Par) (2d = wk). 


Slacked off sharply after a bang-up 
opening week, but $13,000 is still 
good. First week finished with a 
smash $22,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Strange 
Alibi’ (WB). Moveover from the 
Fox, lucky to get $4,500. Last week, 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Thieves Out’ (WB) average $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). Opened 
mild but may manage to scrape up 
$8,000. Last (4th-final) week of 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), aided by 
preview of ‘Three Cockeyed Sailors’ 
(UA) got $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 


—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Beauty’s | 


Sake’ (20th). Another moderate en- 
try, with $13,000 probable. Last (2d- 
final) week, ‘Fog’ (WB) and ‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB) unable to 
pass the $7,000 figure. 


Chilled Cinemas Aud 
Hot Cincy; ‘Bombay’ 
Best at Fine $15,000 


Cincinnati, July 1. 
Weekend heat wave was a b.o. 
booster, chilled cinema chambers 





holding more than average appeal 
to sweltering natives as relief re- 


treats. Current pic trade stacks up 
a couple shades better than last 
week. 


Surprisingly strong is the tug of} 


‘Met in Bombay’ at the Albee. It is 
magneting burg’s biggest figure for 
weeks, ‘Big Store’ is registering 
fairly good at the Palace. On the 
gloomy side is ‘Out of Fog’ at 
Keith's. Other ace houses have 
holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G). Big $15,000 
for town’s tallest take in weeks. Last 


week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), hefty 
$12,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 


‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. Okay $4,- 


200. Same last week for ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) (2d run). 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Scattergood Baines Pulls Strings’ 


(RKO) and ‘Law of Range’ (U), split 
with ‘Power Dive’ (Par) and ‘Tum- 
ble Down Ranch’ (Mono). Average 


$1,800. Ditto last week for ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) and ‘Missing Ten 
Days’ (Col) divided with ‘Sing 


About’ (Ind) and ‘Timberlands’ (U). 
: Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
Meet John Doe’ (WB), third week 
On main line. Sorry $2,500. ast 
week, ‘In Navy’ (U) (2d run), $3,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Out of Fog’ (WB). Slow $3,500. 
Last week, ‘First Beau’ (Col), fair 


; Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
In Navy’ (U). Second transfer for 
third consecutive week on front 
stem. Tame $2,800. Last week, 
Devil Dogs’ (WB) (revival) (2d 


run), limp $2,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
Big Store’ (M-G). Fairly good $9,- 


000. Same last week on ‘Night Lis- 
von’ (Par). 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i $1,468,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 169 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 

N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
> eer $1,408,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 169 theatres) 


DRAFT BEST 











Buffalo, July 1. 


Heat wave is blistering the b.o.s 
so efiectively that not even the ex- 
tra thousands in town for the na- 
tional Townsend Clubs convention 
will add many shekels to the final 
total. 

‘Caught in the Draft’ is way out 
front at the Buffalo and will sock 
the till for a tidy numeral. ‘Fog’ 
is showing som 
Lakes but other 
pretty much ding-dong. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Accent 
Love’ (20th). Nifty $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par), brutal $7,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA). Indicates for profit- 
able $3,000. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) 
held up to hopes at $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Man- 
Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror Is- 
land’ (U). Fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Get-Away’ 
(M-G) (2d run), mediocre $5,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 


—Adventure in Washington’ (Col) 
and ‘Time Out Rhythm’ (Col). Over 
$6,000, just fair. Last week, ‘In 


Navy’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Dynamite’ 
(U) held up well over $8,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3.000: 30- 
44) —‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) 
and ‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO). Under 
par, over $5,000. Last week, ‘Jesse 
James’ (20th) (2d run) and Louis- 
Conn fight, ditto. 


‘DRAFT’ HUGE $13,800 
PERKY PORT. LEADER 


Portland, Ore. July 1. 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ only new pic 
and big returns 
mount. 
b.o. last week by coupling Louis- 
Conn fight with ‘Hamilton Woman,’ 
and still holding up. ‘Billy the Kid’ 


at the big 


after making a b.o. high in its first 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 
| 50)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d_ wk.), 
| dualed with ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ (M-G) (1st wk.) still going 
strong at high $7,000, after excep- 
tional first week at terrific $10,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50) —‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
fourth week, with Louis-Conn fight 
films (2d wk.). Good $4,000. Third 
week ran well above average for this 
house, nice $6,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
1 (1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) 
second week getting satisfactory $3,- 
| 500, in six days. 





$6,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) ‘Caught in Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO). 
Looks like colossal $13.800. Last 
week, ‘Night Lisbon’ ‘Par) and 


‘Magic Music’ (Par) closed a second 
week for okay $6,100. 


United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.) and ‘The Gateway’ (M-G) (1st 
wk.), second week holding up to 
big $6,000. First week, singled-billed, 
went over the top for bonanza $8,000. 


‘ANSWERS’ FAIR $8,500, 
‘SUNNY’ $5,700 IN K. €. 


Kansas City, July 1. 
Mild tone in theatres currently 
compared to recent weeks. ‘Caught 
in Draft’ at the Newman with the 


Louis-Conn fight pictures is going 
strong on its second week while 
Knew All Answers’ and ‘Time for 











IN BUFF, 146 


substance at the | 
ise the wickets are | 


still going swell in a second stanza | 


| 


| 
| 


| for Rhythm’ (Col). 











in town this week, making a big hit | 
‘ : Pare- |44)—'Man Hunt’ 
Mayfair upped its ordinary | 


35-40- | 





First week, great | 


| 
| 


| 








Rhythm’ 
Weather 


is mild 


back in normal stride Saturday and 
Sunday. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown 
west) (820 and 2,043; 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
(WB). 


10-28-44 )— 


and ‘Devil Dogs’ 


the summer. Week's biz decidedly 
mild at $5,700. Last week, ‘In Navy’ 
(U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) | 
twinned in holdover week to satis- | 
factory $5,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Time | 
Billing equally 
divided on these, and will garner | 
$8,500 average. Last week, ‘Big | 
Store’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Society’ | 
(Col), dualled. Personal appearance | 
of Penny Singleton two days on 
opening helped, but light $7,4U0 is 
all in sight. | 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- | 
28-44)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and | 
Louis-Conn fight pictures for a sec- | 
ond week. Duo sailing along to good | 
money, $6,600, after gratifying first | 
week, $11,000. | 

Tower (Joffee (2,110; 10-20-30)— | 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) on'! 
screen with variety bill on stage. | 
Star names in film not enough and | 
stage show is no help. Mild $6,000 | 
is all. Last week, ‘Power Dive’ (Par) | 
film and vaude bill did about the 
same, $6,209. 


Torrid Weather Hits 
Balto; ‘Store’ $11,000, 
Tight Shoes’ Neat 96 


Baltimore, July 1. 

Hot weather is nicking things here 
and hurting weekends which were 
lifesavers before. Withdrawal of 
combo Hipp, undergoing a_ three- 
week period of remodeling, is send- 
ing some customers to other down- 
towners. Best currently is ‘The Big 
Store’ at Loew’s Century. Some ac- 
tion also reported for “Tight Shoes’ 
at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 
28-44)—Big Store’ (M-G). 
town in steady fashion with okay 
$11,000. Last week, second of ‘Billy 
Kid’ (M-G) added ckay $8,200 to 
strong opening round at $12,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66 )—Closed for three- 








Leading 


week period for extensive remodel- | 


ing. Last week, ‘Time for Rhythm’ 
(Col). Leaned heavily on support- 
ing stage show of A. B. Marcus ‘Con-, 
tinental Revue’ and Conn-Louis fight 


pix to chalk up healthy $15,300. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Well 


received by crix and holding healthy | 


pace to indicated $9,000. Last week, 
third of ‘In Navy’ (U) added $4,900 


to extra big first two weeks, which | 


totaled $20,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 
(20th) (2d wk).| 
Building in fairish style at possible 
$4,000 after inching out a pleasing 
$5,200 on initial sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 
55)—‘Out of Fog’ (WB). Not faring 
so badly at indicated $7,500. Last | 
week, ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) held up 
nicely to good $9,900. 


15-28-39-44- 





Bob Hope Comedy Tops 


Lincoln, Strong $4,500 


Lincoln, Neb., July 1. 
‘Caught in the Draft’ hogged the 
coin with a close-to-terrific take at | 
the Stuart. Gable-Russell ‘Met in 
Bombay’ is above par at Lincoln. | 
and biz generally is standing up well | 
in face of usual summer heat. 


Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Rider Crosses Rio’ 
(PRC) and ‘Military Academy’ (Col) | 
split with ‘Secret Seven’ (Col) and 
‘North Lone Star’ (Col), Nominal| 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Billy Kid's Pals’ | 
(PRC) and ‘Nancy Drew Detective’ | 
(WB) split with ‘Friendly Neighbors’ | 
(Rep) and ‘Silver Stallion’ (Rep). 
All right $1,000. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
10-25-40) — ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). 
Terrific opening points toward very 
solid $3,500. Last week, ‘Big Store’ | 
(M-G) clicked for very nice $3,300, | 


{ 


fine black figure. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) | 
(1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Point Widow’ 
(Par) and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G). 


Not bad $1,700. Last week, ‘Round 
Up’ (Par) and ‘Washington Melo- 
drama’ (M-G). So-so $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par). 
Town's big winner at extremely 
strong $4,500. Looks like cinch hold- 
over. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) | 
fell flat on its face from opening day 
to measly $2,400. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—Time for Rhythm’ (Col). 
Despite extensive bally probably no 
better than $2,700. Last week, Louis- 
Conn fight and ‘Out of Fog’ (WB)| 
did neat $3,000 thanks to cauliflower 
clips. 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
, | re $301,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
a —  * pre $227,700 
(Based on 11 theatres} 


GABLE - RUSSELL 
BIG 136 IN 
CLEVE. 








\- cotenyaeomaseneen 


Cleveland, July 1. 
| With town becoming more ac- 
climated to terrific heat and grosses 
climbing a bit, State is getting the 
major breaks with ‘They Met in 
Bombay.’ Hefty opening crowds un- 
usual, considering it’s a pre-holiday 
week. 

‘Man Hunt’ also lifting Palace sev- 
eral notches over its recent figures 
but Hipp’s being slowed up by ‘Out 


of Fog.’ ‘In the Navy’ still one of 
Allen’s best money-making hold- 
overs. 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) — 
‘In Navy’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
fans, and there are plenty of ’em 
here, are boosting this one to $3,300 
for fourth stanza after doing fine 
| $4,000 last week. 
Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 30-35-42- 
|55)—Out of Fog’ (WB). Fried by 
critics and hamstrung by indifferent 
start: so-so $8,000 sighted. Last week, 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) mooched in only 
| $6.600 on six days, one day being cut 
{off run to shift house into Friday 
| openings. 
| Palace (RKO) (3,700: 30-35-42-55) 
| —‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Thriller show- 
|ing sturdy b.o. pull and backed by 
| swell notices for nice $9,000. Last 
| week, ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB), 
$6,300. indifferent. 
| Staté (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
| —‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G). Combo of 
| Gable-Russeli stealing everything in 
|sight, including excellent $13,000, 
with a problematical h.o. Last week, 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) merely proved that 
| the Marx Bros. are off in these parts, 
with thudding $7,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) 
55)—‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 
Okay $3,500 for such a light summer 
| dish. Last week, ‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G) shot up target for $3,200, sat- 
isfactory for third round. 





Big Indpls. Coin To 


Bob Hope, Swell $9,800 | 


Indianapolis, July 1. 

Bob Hope is representing the local 
branch of the U. S. Mint here garner- 
ing most of town’s coin at the Circle 
where his ‘Caught in the Draft’ is 
dualled with ‘Scattergood Pulls the 
Strings.’ His present biz makes ‘Road 
Zanzibar’ look like a detour. 
Other managers of downtown houses 
are not running up any excess heat 
hurrying to the bank. The Lyric is | 


anemic showing ‘Singapore’ with | 
vaude headed by Gertrude Niesen 


and Professor Lamberti. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- | 
40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) andj} 
‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO), swell | 
$9,800. Last week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO)% 
and Louis-Conn fight pictures, fair 
$6,500. 
Loew’s 
“Knew 
for Rhythm’ 
Last week, 
‘Broadway 





(2.400; 25-30-40) 
Answers’ (Col) and ‘Time 
(Col), average $7,500. 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 

Limited’ (UA) | slick 
$10,300. 


Lyric (Lyric) (1,900: 30-40-50)— 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and vaude, 
poor $7,800. Last week, “Thieves 
(WB) and Ted Fio-Rito orch, 
ditto $8,500. 


(Loew’s) 





HEAT WILTS J. C. 


Dual Ok on H.O.—Navy’ 
Dual Good $14,000 





‘Penny’ 





Jersey City, July 1. 

The heat since Saturday has 
severely cut attendance at the city’s 
three first-run theatres, and the 
temperature may continue at its 
present high level for the next few 
days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50)— 

‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Queen’s 


(1,972; 30-35-42- | 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Another ideal weekend drew thoue 
sands out of town but schools wound 
up last week, and juve attendance 
more than compensated. Heaviest 
solo grosser is the Paramount where 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ with the Will 
Osborne ork on stage, is packing ’em 
in to tune of around $25,000. Satur- 
day®*Sunday business was off in most 
houses. 

Biggest combined gross will likely 
'be turned in by the State and 
Chinese where top feature is ‘They 
Met in Bombay.’ Two houses are 
headed for sweet $28,000, plenty of 
dough. RKO and Pantages are hold- 
ing ‘In the Navy’ for a third week 
and Warners are keeping over ‘Un- 
derground,’ single billed, for an ad- 
ditional five Cays. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ Disney (22d 
wk.). Kids are out of school and 
carioon opus should hit $5,300 cur- 
rently. Last week brought lucrative 
$6,300. No doubt now that picture 
will outlast ‘Wind,’ which ran 24 
weeks at the Carthay Circle on its 
first appearance. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) ; 
30-44-55-75) -- ‘Met in Bombay 
(M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). 
Another bright week in store with 
prospect of a big $13,000. Last week, 
‘Woman's Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G), excellent $11,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—Underground’ (WB) (2d_ wk.). 
Holds through Wednesday on second 
week to enable house to open new 
show on the holiday. Additional five 
days will likely bring $4,500 after 
first week grossed satisfactory $7,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) (4th 
wk.). Managing to make expenses 
but slim $1,900. Last week came in 
with dismal $2,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Underground’ (WB) (2d _ wk.). 
Solo bill is being held five days ad- 
ditional to enable house to switch 
to Fourth of July opening. This 
stanza will likely add $5,000 on top 
of first week’s excellent $7,500. 

Orpheum (B’Way) (2,200; 30-44- 
55) — ‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and vaude, 
Sepia show on stage helping house 
to neat $10,000. Last week, ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th) and ‘Thieves Fall 
Out’ (WB) with vaude, just hit $9,- 
500, which left little profit. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) (3d wk.) and ‘Repent 
Leisure’ (RKO). Added new second 
feature will not help much with 
around $5,600, fair. Second week of 
‘Navy’ finished with okay $8,800, but 
five grand lower than the Hillstreet, 





(2,034; 


day-dating. ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) was 
supporting feature. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 


75)—Draft’ (Par) and Will Osborne 
|ork on stage. Just like old times at 
this downtown acer and big $25,300 





in sight, insuring a holdover. Last 
week, ‘Point Widow,’ with Rochester 
and ‘Fats’ Waller crew on stage, 
eked out slim $16,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)—‘In 
Navy’ (U) (3d wk.) and ‘Dreaming 
|Loud’ (RKO) with second week 


| holdover of the Louis-Conn fight pix. 

Will ad a big $8,000. Last week, 
with ‘Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U) (2d wk.), terrific $13,436. Plenty 
evidence that the fight pix meant 
something as shown exclusively at 
this downtown house. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404: 30-44- 
55-75 )}—‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). Best biz 
house has had in weeks, and $15,500 
leaves neat profit Last week, 
‘Weman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 


You’ (M-G), weak $13,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) — ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G). Another 


good week in store with this move- 


over bill and outlook is for come 
fortable $3,400. Last week, ‘Billy 
Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 


(20th), on moveover just hit $4,000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait 
for You’ (M-G). Hitting the high 
spots and looks like $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Scote 
land Yard’ (20th), surprising $6,000. 





double, in its second week, drew in 
fine $15,000 first week, and is ex- 
pected to take $7,600 during the cur- 
rent week. 

Stanley (WB) 
‘Navy’ (U) and 
Wings’ (Rep). An expected $14,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Blood and Sand 
(20th) and ‘Helio, Sucker’ (U), good 
$13,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50)— 
‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U). So-so $7,500 in sight. 
‘Magic in Music’ (Par) and ‘Hit 


(4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Angels Broken 





Penthouse’ (Col) (2d wk). This 


Road’ (U) weak $7.000 last week. 
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SERGEANT YORK 





Warner Eros. release of Jesse L. Lasky 
and Hal B. Wallis production. Stars Gary 
Cooper; features Walter Brennan, Joan 
Leslie, George Tobias, Stanley Ridges. Di- 
rected by Howard Hawks. Screenplay by 


Abem Finkel and Harry Chandlee, Howard 
Koch and John Huston; camera. Sol Polito; 


score, Mex Steiner. Previewed in projec- 
tion roem, N. Y¥., June 30, ‘41. Running 
time, 134 MENS. 

Alvin C. YorR....cccccocseses Gary Cooper 
Pastor Rosier Wiie.. Walter Brennan 
Gracie Williams......-+ee.- ....Joan Leslie 
Diemer HOGS... wccsccccseees George Tobias 
Major Buxton...........-.-.Stanley Ridges 
Mother York. ...cccseees: Margaret Wycherly 
Bee PORTER. 5 cc cc ecenesccassenis Ward Bond 
Buck Lipscomb........-...Noah Beery. Jr. 
Rosie York....cceccsesss June Voc’ hart 
Georme YTork..ccccscccscisees Dickie Moore 
SR Pere ver? rite T. Clem WKevans 
er eter ene aveeee ke Gis Howard de Siiva 
Cordell Hull....... ....-Chories Trowbridge 
Captain Danferih......... Uarvey Stephens 
eS eee David Bruce 
German Major..........-- Charies Fsmond 
Sergeant Farly...........+-- Joseph Sawyer 
Sergeant Harry Parsens....... Pat Flaherty 
Zeb Andrews.......-...-Roiert Porterfield 
Nate Temkine........+..5> Erville Alderson 





Like the clear notes of revetile at 
summer sunrise. ‘Sergeant York’ is 
a clarion film thet reaches the pub- 
lic at a moment when its stirring 
and patriotic message is probably 
most rieeded. Jt is as timely as a 
White House firesice chat, a moving 
and effective preseniation in thrill- 
ing entertainment terms of whet is 
meant by ‘the American way of life,’ 
understood end Lived by people on 
American soil. T implement its 
purposes, Gery Cooper appedrs in 
the title role, for which he seems 
singularly suited and well chosen. 
Featured and sunporiing players 
give excellent perforrmances in a 
wide variety of characterizations. 
*York’ is a star-snangzled attraction 
of unlimited boxoffice values. 

For more than 20 vears studios 
sought permission to film the heroic 
World War deeds of Sergeant York, 
Co. G., 328th Inf., 82nd (All Ameri- 
can) Div., U. S. Army. And for as 
long a period York refused the nec- 
essary cooperation. Of his heroism 
on the early morning of Oct. 8, 1918, 
when he single-handed killed 20 
Germans and compelled the surren- 
der of 132 of the enemy in the Ar- 
gonne sector, Marshal Foch called it 
‘The greatest thing ever to be ac- 
complished by any private soldier in 
all the armies in Europe.’ 

Lauded, praised, awarded the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor, York 
side-stepped all proffers to benefit 
from the acclaim of his citations. He 
returned from army service to his 
home in Pa!! Mell. Tenn., where he 
has devoted himself to farming and 
educational work. 

Co-producer of the picture is Jesse 
L. Lasky, who after many attempts 
finally persuaded York to permit an 
authorized film of his life. The War- 
ner studio furthered the project with 
facilities and the services of Hal B. 
Wallis. on the production end, and 
Howard Hawks, as director. Enlist- 


ment of Cooper in the name part 
With assur- 


completed the top unit. 
ances of substantial funds to extend 
his educational activities, 


Huston. 


It is film biography at its best, 
in which Warners has ex- 


a field 
celled with ‘Rothschild,’ 
and ‘Zola.’ 


‘Pasteur 


screen has . 
story of what kind of an individual 


of old American pioneer stock, grows 
and thrives in the Tennessee moun- 
The writers have paid more 
attention to character, and the back- 
grounds and associations which cre- 


tains. 


ate it, than to incident. 


For Cooper the role is made to 
order. It is unlikely that he ever has 
advantage, or 
has given a better performance. He 
convincingly portrays the youthful 


been seen to better 


backwoodsman, unruly as a youth 


who in time gains mastery over his 
passages 
awarded 
feature billing after her work in 
*‘Wagons Roll At Night,’ are tender 
and human. But Cooper is best, per- 
haps, in the scenes of early camp 


wildness. The romantic 
played with Joan Leslie, 


training when his marksmanship,, 
learned in the woods, attracts at- 
tention. His explanation to buddies 


how a covey of wild 
knocked off one by one 


on in the Argonne sequence. 


Among the featured players the 
reliable Walter Brennan is splendid 
as the combination village pastor 
and storekeeper. There’s comedy by 
and a good straight 
by Stanley 
idges, playing an army major. But 
the standout is Margaret Wycherley, 
contributing a 
piece of feminine hardiness and 
understanding unmatched on _ the 
at family 
‘ the mountain cabin, 
Miss Wycherley speaks a volume of 


George Tobias, 


art of importance 


as York’s mother, 


screen. In one scene, 
breakfast in 


Americanism in a single sentence. 
*Dear Lord,’ she says, ‘we thank 
Thee for this food, and that we are 
beholden to nobody.’ 

Almost as long as the war itself 
(running two hours and 14 minutes), 
the film never Jets down. Hawks has 
turned out a picture replete with 
moods, melodrama and meaning. 
The entire early portion of the pic- 
ture is concerned with primitive 
folk, of whom York is first a prob- 
lem child, later an earnest regilion- 
ist. Hawks has handled the country- 


es - a 


SiS a ee 


York 
turned over notes and memoranda. 
The script was prepared by a platoon 
of four writers, Abem Finkel, Harry 
Chandlee, Howard Koch and John 


If the York feats of 
military prowess seem incredible, it 
is only because until now no me- 
dium as potent and revealing as the 
undertaken to tell the 


turkeys “is 
? is rich 
humor, made highly dramatic later 
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side church services and revivals 
with keen appreciation for the im- 
portant part which religion plays in 


has touched expertly a phase not too 
familiar to theatregoers. 

In his direction he has had able 
help from Sol Polito’s skill es photog- 
rapher, and Max Steiner's fine musi- 
cal score. Sound recording is way 


one cf several production interpola- 

tions that heighten the film’s general 

quality. 
Smaller bits 


play importantly in 





boy. and June Lockhart, as York's 
younger brother and sister make 
favorable impression. Clem Bevans 
is an amusing 
losopher. Harvey Siephens 
Representative Cordell Hull, now in 
the Cabinet. 


Flin. 


The Bride Came C.O.D. 


Holly wood, June 27. 
Warner Brus. release of William Cagney 
production, Stars James Cagney, Sette 
Davis; features Stuart Erwin, Eugene l’al- 
lette, Jack Carson. Directed by Wiliam 
Keighley. Screenp!ay by Julius J. and 
Phillip G. Epstein, from story by Kenneth 
Earl and M. M. Musselman; camera, Ernie 
Haller; editor, Thomas Richards; ai- 
rector, Frank Heath; special effects, Byron 
Haskin and Rex Wimpy. Previewed at 


propaganda, bui in th<ectre. 


Asst, 


Studio City theatre, June 26, "41. Running 
time, 94 MINS, 
SE, EDs 6 a nob 60 06% % ..James Cnogney 


BOG. WE NE ik ceteesedé$seees Bette Davis 
TORY BLORROE i000 c.c0desees Stuart Erwin 





After a long succession of dra- 
matic roles, Bette Davis is teamed 
with James Cagney in a broad farce 
that combines spontaneous gayety 
and infectious humor. It's a hefty 
package of laugh entertainment that 
will deliver strong b. o. returns in 


ring combo of Davis-Cagney provid- 
ing plenty of marquee strength to 
catch ticket-buyers. 

In handing Miss Davis a comedy 
assignment, Warners go all out in 
also making her the victim of con- 
tinual physical and mental violence. 
She’s dirtied up in a mine; acquires 
three doses of cacti needles in pe- 
riodic falls; and even exposes -her 
posterior as target for well-directed 
shots from Cagney’s’ improvised 
slingshot. Slapping around of one 
of film’s outstanding dramatic ac- 
tresses accentuates audience reaction 
to the slapstick situations. 

Story takes about 20 minutes to 
establish characters and _ situations, 
then winds up at a merry pace. Cag- 
ney is the owner of a plane about 
to be repossessed by the finance 
company. Miss Davis is an oil heir- 
ess about to marry orchestra leader 
Jack Carson. Radio gossiper Stuart 
Erwin prevails on the pair to elope 
via plane to Las Vegas—and natu- 
rally Cagney’s ship is chartered. 
Girl’s father from far-off Chicago 
»| tries to stop the nuptials by phone, 

and Cagney makes a deal to deliver 
unwed daughter in Texas for amount 
necessary to save his plane from the 
finance crowd. Pilot gets Miss Davis 
alone in plane and takes off with- 
out the prospective bridegroom, but 
makes a forced landing in the Cali- 
fornia-Nevada desert near a ghost 
town. There the conflict between 





son, the father (Eugene Pallette) 
and a horde of reporters race for 
the desert town. After a razzle-daz- 


zle of complications, Miss Davis 
tosses over Carson in favor 
Cagney. 


, 


as the aggressive and two-fisted bat- 
tler—manhandling the girl periodi- 
cally for maximum results. Miss 
Davis clicks strongly as the oil heir- 
ess, displaying a flair for comedy 
that cannot be overlooked in future 
studio assignments. Supporting cast 
is excellently set up, with Carson, 
Erwin, Davenport and George To- 
— providing strong characteriza- 
ions, 


of every opportunity provided in the 
compact script by Julius and Phillip 
Epstein to neatly time the comedy 
| highlights—and the broader the 
slapstick the better for 
Picture gets a mounting throughout. 
Walt. 


BARNACLE BILL 


Hollywood, June 28. 

Metro release of Milton Bren production. 
Stars Wallace Beery; features Mariorie 
Main, Virginia Weidler, Lee Carrillo, Bar- 
ton MacLane, Donald Meek. Directed by 
Richard Thorpe. Sereenplay by Jack 
Jevne and Hugo Butler, based on origina! 
story by Jevne; camera, Clyde de Vinna; 
eidtor, Frank E. Hull. Previewed at Alex- 


ander, Glendale, June 27, ‘41. Running 
time, 90 MINS, : 

CO eae eee Wallace Beery 
Marge Cavendish............Marjorie Maia 
Pico Rodriguez...... TeeeT ees Leo Carrillo 
Virginia Johansen..... -.. Virginia Weidler 







‘Pop’ Cavendish.... 


errr Donald Meek 
John Kelly...... 


-.- Barton MaclLane 





oc mea PERE TOT Oe Connie Gilchrist 
Aunt Letty...ccccocesss.-...+-Sara Haden 
tee Petillo......e.eee0.-William Edmunds 
MOR. scces hue 0 6045565 65-55040 406 Don Terry 
MEN 50.6956. 0en'es sve ected Alec Craig 
‘Barnacle Bill’ steers Wallace 


Beery to the waterfront for a typi- 


2 ee 


2 tg a en en 


the American midwestern scene. he | 


above average, and an echo effect is | 


the picture. Dickie Moore, now a big | 


cracker-barrel phi- | 
plays | 


In ‘Sergeant York’ the screen hes | 
spoken for national defense. Not in | 


Lucius K, Winfield........ Eugene Palette 
Allen -Brice. «.csseese Sbbibe vance Jack Carson 
PO cine ud dbeaetapeeeadten George Tobias 
Pop Tolliver. .....ccsces: Harry Davenport 
ee se William Frawley 
Pra oseeso .Edward Brophy 
Judge Sobler...... eer nee otn8 Harry Holman 
MeO BORUICOT occ coc enecea ts Chick Chandler 
Second Reporter.............Keith Douglas , 
Third Reporter...........Herbert AnJerson 
EO ee errr William Newell 
PEO PES cece ces yces DeWolf Hopper 


the summer key bookings with star- | 


the pair is softened by lone inhabi- | 
tant Harry Davenport: while Car- | 


Cagney grooves in a familiar role 


William Keighley takes advantage | 


reaction. | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Sergeant York’ (WB). Gary 
Cooper as the World War hero 
in a thriller that will hit box- 
offices like a hand grenade. 

‘The Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
(WB). Bette Davis and James 
Cagney in roaring farce-comedy, 
| cinch for general appeal. 
‘Barnacle Bill!’ (M-G). Wal- 
| lace Beery in above par starrer. 
Will catch attention of general 
audiences. 

‘Blondie in Society’ (Col). 
| Blondie and her family provide 
| good program’ entertainment. 
| Best of the series. 
| ‘Hello Sucker’ (U). Very poor 
| entry of Z rating. For cancella- 
tion privilege or shelving. 
| ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U). Baby 
| Sandy talks, but it’s all rather 
| unintelligible. So’s the film. 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep). Judy 
| Canova in a sour bucolic medley 
| from away back. 

‘Poison Pen’ (Rep). British- 
made is too sordid for present 
consumption, 

‘Redhead’ (Mono). Dull, silly 
romantic comedy with June 
Lang, Johnny Downs, Eric Blore; 
thin fare on weaker dualers. 

*‘Sov-ctet Frontiers on the 
Danube’ (Russian). Propaganda 
documentary showing the Soviet 
army occupying Bessarabia. 

‘Kukan’ (documentary). Ilu- 
minating and inspiring, if over- 
long, pictorial record of a trip 
through remote China. 














eal adventure which utilizes the 
| long-familiar Beerian grimaces, 
|swagger and devil-may-care_ trap- 
| pings. It’s an above-par Beery star- 
‘rer, which means that general runs 
| will garner better-than-average biz 
| despite the summer b.o. slump. Pic- 
{ture has only the waterfront tang 
/of ‘Min and Bill’ and “Tugboat An- 
inie,” and despite recourse to tried- 
j}and-true situations for Beery when 
ithe tempo lags a bit, it will amply 
|satisfy the star’s following. 

| Beery is owner of a small fishing 
| boat, tossing financial obligations off 
|lightly and continually. To insure 
| supplies, he coyly romances Marjorie 
| Main, daughter of waterfront store- 
Prorat Donald Meek, with consist- 
_ent results. But arrival of his daugh- 
mer, Vieginia Weidler, froran Gtuuces- 
| ter put a new complextion on 
| things, and the two females prevail 
on him to work on a commercial 
| fishboat. This gets him tangled with 
fish-contractor Barton MacLane, and 
winds up with him buying a large 
| schooner—with money provided by 





{tor boat for the fishing fleet, al- 
|though Beery intends to sneak off 
'on a South Seas cruise. After a 
round of by-play, including sailing 
through a storm of hurricane pro- 
portions, Beery docks to be tied 
down in marriage by the assertive 
Miss Main. 

Miss Main is an excellent foil op- 
posite Beery, turning in a slick per- 
formance, Leo Carillo is Beery’s 
shipmate stooge; Miss Weidler the 
daughter; Meek the dowdy store- 
| keeper and shipyard operator; and 
| Barton MacLane the conniving fish 
operator. All provide strong sup- 
port. 
Picture has several highlight com- 
|edy episodes, most prominent of 
| which is the church hymnal serv- 





| ice, and the antics of a trained peli- 
|can which continually makes passes 
|at Beery and Carillo. The tuna and 
|sword-fishing sequences aboard the 
| commercial fishing boat are most in- 
|formative to nimrods; while storm 


of | sequence of the belabored schooner 


is an excellent example of topnotch 
editing. 

Direction by Richard Thorpe takes 
|full advantage of Beery’s familiar 
mannerisms, but carries the tale 
along at a fairly good clip to create 
the necessary sea-tang. Camera work 
and process photography are of high 
standard. Walt. 


| BLONDIE IN SOCIETY 


| 
(WITH SONGS) 
| 





Hollywood, June 26. 
release of Robert Sparks pro- 
| duction, Features Penny Singleton, Ar 
|thur Lake, Larry Simms, Daisy. Directed 
| by Frank Strayer. Screenplay by Karen 
| DeWoilf; story by Eleanore Griffin; based 
} on comic strip created by Chic Young; 
camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Charles 
Nelson; Asst. director, Abby Berlin. Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room June 25, 
‘41. Running time, 77 MINS, 
co eee Fee e+eeeee-Penny Singleton 
eben a SEE ee eee vecccceees-Arthur Lake 
Baby Dumpling.....ccceeeeeee-Larry Simms 
ORE oa. Scares 6600S bbEbSeC66b 00605 Himself 
J. C. Dithers... -. Jonathan Hale 
Alvin Fuddle.............Danny Mummert 
Waldo Pincus.......e«++- William Frawley 
Doctor. ......6. seeecesoees Edgar Kennedy 
Cliff Peters..........ee002+-Chick Chandler 
i errr re ° ++ee--Irying Bacon 
BROGGRGOR. 65 0c 6 vsiocsesaseveve Bill Goodwin 


Columbia 





Further adventures of the Bum- 
stead family are delineated in this 
latest issue of the ‘Blondie’ series 
which carries strong entertainment 
content for the family circuit as a 
programmer of above par calibre. 
New wrinkles and gag situations are 
provided for display of the familiar 
characters in the series—all as- 
sembled in a compact feature that 
lets the laughs fall in proper 
grooves. 

Dagwood acquires a Great Dane 





= ee ee 


Miss Main—to be used as refrigera- | 





pedigreed dog for a loan toa school- 
boy chum, which provides major 
pivot for story to revolve on. It 
|ereates dissension in the household, 
| but Dagwood starts to get out from 
under when an important customer 
| of the firm wants to buy the canine 
—and so close a construction con- 
tract. But Blondie enters the thor- 
cughbred in the dog show, aiming 
for a $500 prize, and many compli- 
cations ensue before the maze Is un- 
tangled with a series of humorous 
episodes. 

The Great Dane displays unusual 
antics that run ahead of those pro- 
vided by little Daisy. Best dog epi- 
sode is a most realistic canine burp- 
ing display which highlights its gen- 
erally high siandard of direction- 
taking. 

In addition to the familiar char- 
acters depicted in the series includ- 
ing Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, 
Larry Simms, Daisy, Jonathan Hale, 
and Danny Mummert, cast includes 
William Frawley as a rich dog 
fancier, and Edgar Kennedy as 
the veterinarian. Director Frank R. 
Straver pilots the players in and out 
of situations for maximum audience 
reaction. 

Miss Singleton sings two oldies— 
‘In the Shade of the Old Apple Tree’ 
and ‘Trees’—as incentive for the 
champ Dane to stand on its feet in 
the show ring to cop the prize. In- 
ference of the numbers will easily 
be tabbed by most audiences. Rob- 





| 


| 





| 





ert Mitchell's Boys Choir provides 
vocal ensemble background accom- 
paniment for ‘Trees.’ Walt. 


HELLO SUCKER 


Hollywood, June 28. 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction. Stars gh Herbert. Directed 
by Edward Cline. Sereenplay by Maurice 
Leo and Paul Gerard Smith; original by 
Arthur T. Horman; camera, Charles Van 
Enger; editor, Ralph Dixon. Previewed in 


studio projection room June 27, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 60 MINS, 

ep PETUCL AEE Tee: Hugh Herbert 
| i | Se ee eoeoeser ‘Tom Brown 
Pee “PE RINON cans cenedeones Peggy Moran 
al. Pee Oe aa cocccecee LeWwls Howard 
MEO sténoevas eocrcenccesecseses June Storey 
COUNWAT ica ce Sepieteeea sens Walter Catlett 
ey re eetess Robert Emmett Keane 
MiOvater BOy.ccccmesrccce Mantan Moreland 


Exhibitors who book this one as 
a time-filler in the minor league 
duals better greet patrons at the 
door with ‘Hello Sucker’ and then 
duck for cover. Customers will be 
looking for someone after sitting 
through this one. 


Story is. silly, ridiculous and 
stupid—with script writers carrying 
on in the same general tenor. As 
result, director Edward Cline has 
nothing to work with, and the cast 
walks and scampers through endless 


episodes spouting sophomoric dia- 
log. 
Story concerns purchase of a 


vaudeville agency by Tom Brown 
and Peggy Moran from a couple of 
sharpsters, with Hugh Herbert hang- 
ing around after being the previous 
victim. Barren biz is revived 
through promotion of vaude acts for 
department store window perform- 
ances—and then there's the romance 
and battling between the two young 


partners until Herbert squares 
things away. 
‘Hello Sucker’ will get limited 


playdates where’ cancellation or 
shelving cannot prevent showings. 
Walt, 


BACHELOR DADDY 


Universal 
tion, 
play, 
era, 


release of Burt Kelly produc- 
Directed by Harold Young. Screen- 
Robert Lees and Fred Rinaldo; cam- 
Milton Krasner; editor, Paul Landres; 


music, H. J. Salter. Previewed in Projec- 
tion Room, N. Y., June 30, ‘41. Running 
time, 61 MINS, 

PE Ca 6406546 Hews ands OKs Baby Sandy 


Joseph Smith..... 
Edward Smith 


..Edward Everett Horton 
5000600 Ree OWES Donald Woods 


| George Simith......ee.-: Raymond Walburn 
WS cok oc cakes e wane Franklin Pangborn 
Beth Chase......ccoces.-..-- evelyn Ankers 
PEO PANTO oc os escnec és Kathryn Adams 
ay Se Ree bene pawtel Jed Prouty 
Ethelbert.......ccccoseceee Hardie Albright 
Judge McGinnis...... eoees.. George Meader 
2 Serr ee eevee owns Bert Roach 
Er eee Op cccvece Juanita Quigley 
_, Ea ee ee Bobby Larson 
| PEC CCT McKinney 


In ‘Bachelor Daddy’ you frankly 
learn Baby Sandy is a girl. Now 
we've lived. The revelation isn’t 
sufficient to warrant a_ boxoffice 
stampede. What with the heat ’n’ 





lall, ‘Daddy’ is just that much more 


discomforting. 

Three brothers—staid and appar- 
ently confirmed bachelors, residents 
of a bachelors’ club, no less—find 
themselves the unwitting foster- 
fathers of Baby Sandy. The rest 
concerns the difficulties in which the 
foster-pop become involved when 
they take the baby, abandoned tem- 
porarily by its mother through cir- 
cumstances, to the Bachelors Club. 
There's a lot of explaining to do, of 
course, in addition to some by the 
Universal story department. 

Baby Sandy’s girlish gurgle, per- 
haps, has become’ more basso with 
the passage of the years, but actually 
she's getting too old for these parts. 
The big—and the supposedly cli- 
matic—part is when she starts run- 
ning the elevator by herself in the 
Bachelors Club, sending the place in- 
to a furor. 

Edward Everett Horton, Donald 
Woods and Raymond Walburn are 
the brothers. They’re unable to add 
anything to the film. Mother is 
played prettily by Kathryn Adams. 
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PUDDIN’ HEAD 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Albert J. Cohin pro. 
duction, Features Judy Canova, Franeis 
Lederer, Raymond Walourn, Slim Summer. 
ville, Eddie Foy, Jr., Astrid Allwyn 
Kruger, Hugh O'Connell, Chick Chandler, 
Directed by Joseph Santley. Screenplay by 
Jack Townley and Milt Gross from orig). 
nal by Townley; additionul 


Alma 


Gialog, Howe 
ard Snyder and Hugh Wedlock, Jr.: songs 
Jule Styne, Eddie Cherkose, Sol Meyer: 
camera, Jack Marta; editor, Murray Ne}. 
deen, Previewed in projection room, N, y 
June 25, ‘41. Running time, 86 MINS, : 
PEED WS cc cees bbesans vica oa Judy Canova 


PEIROO TOT s 6 ce ccccces .. Francis Lederer 
H. L. Montgomery, Sr...Khaymond Walt urn 


SGD BINUs Cece esesevese ‘Slim’ Summerville 
TO a Aree Astrid Allwyn 
H. L. Montgomery, Jr...... Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Matilda Montgomery.........: Alma Kruger 
SS eae ant ene Hugh O'Connel] 
Pn 94sd0 600500060000 ‘Chick’ Chandler 


Bs DEE VON «0c eceaeoseiccsreces Poul Harvey 
Miss Jenkins....esceo.--..--+.+-NOra Lane 
BIUGGOR. . 2. ccccccccces- Gerald Oliver 





Smith 
Randall....... Cneececerececes Wendell Niles 
eee Vince Barnett 


The Sporismen 


Republic has long worked, not 
without success, on the theory ‘our 
audiences liké ’em corny.’ That may 
be so. But there should be a limit 
to off-the-cob celluloid. This one is 
way out in the end zone. It’s hard 
to tell whether it was made in 194] 
or 1921, ‘Puddin’ Head’ is definitely 
for the hayseed dualers. 

Judy Canova, whom the studio js 
endeavoring to build into a bucolic 
Myrna Loy, proves her mettle as a 
b.o. potential, but must be handed 
a lot better material and better staff 
work if she’s ever to get beyond the 
R.F.D. circuit. Combination of a 
script with only a wisp of a plot, 
director Joseph Santley’s complete 
lack of feeling for comedy and bad 
photography is too much for any 
player to overcome. 

With the picture rating in Repub- 
lic’s ‘colossal’ class—there are one or 
two more expensive ones each year 
rated as ‘super-colossals’ — former 
story editor, now neophyte  pro- 
ducer, Al Cohen has given Miss 
Canova name support. It will count 
in only a minor way on the mar- 
quee, however. Included are Fran- 
cis Lederer, Raymond Walburn, 
Slim Summerville, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
and Astrid Allwyn, 

Jack Townley is credited with the 
original story, although iis ‘original- 
ity’ is subject to debate. Townley 
collabbed with Milt Gross on the 
screenplay and then they had Haw- 
ard Snyder and Hugh Wedlock, Jr., 
provide additional dialog. That’s 
quite a collection of names and the 
big question is: ‘What were the boys 
doing?’ It looks as if they were in 
a projectfon room, looking at every 
old film they could find and dusting 
off little situation gags. 

Story is merely the slightest ex- 
cuse for a web of outmoded comedy 
and some songs by Judy. The coun- 
try gal and her uncle (Summerville) 
own a farm on what's apparently 
New York’s Fifth avenue. Tremen- 
dous, building next door encroaches 
on it slightly, whereupon a couple 
sharpshooters, Walburn and Foy, 
endeavor to get Judy to sell. That 
involves putting her on the air, but 
the ‘dead mike’ into which she’s sup- 
posed to be singing turns out to be 
alive, a big sponsor hears her and 
the femme from the farmlands be- 
comes radio’s shining star. 

Aside from frequently being slow, 
Santley’s direction lacks ingenuity 
in polishing up the decrepit gags. 
Jack Marta’s flat-lighied camera 
work is equally minus lustre. Cast 
as a whole battles valiantly against 
the odds, but to little avail. 

Film has a half-dozen tunes by 
Eddie Chekose, Sol Meyer and Jule 
Styne. Mostly on the novelty side, 
the songs are all given that inter- 
pretation in Miss Canova’s wide- 
mouthed but entertaining vocalizing. 
None of them, at least from her 
manner of warbling them, appears 
destined for ‘The Hit Parade.’ 


Herb. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
Republic release of Walter C. Mycroft 
production. Directed by Paul |. Sten. 
Story, Richard Llewellyn; adaptation and 


screenplay, William Freshman and Doreen 
Montgomery; additional dialog, Esther Me- 
Cracken and N. C. Hunter; camera, Philip 
Tannura; editor, Flora Newton. Previe wed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., June <0, 4l. 
Running time: 66 MINS. ; 
Mary Rider....ccesceerees ...Flora 
Sam Hurrin....cceeseseeeres Robert Newton 
AMM, oct ecccees pL baPeseSReaeN ....Ann Todd 
The Vicar...coccsceeessesss Reginald Tate 
DOR VIRs o.0s 0-60-00 0n0sess 60000 0 Geoffrey ‘Toone 
Connie Fateley....seesess: Catherine Lacey 
ee GS ears Belle Chrystal 
Peter Cashelton.......+-- Cyril Chamberiain 
Colonel Cashelton...........Athole Stew art 
Mrs. Cashelton..........-: ..Mary Hinton 
Ten Briffin.....eeeeeeeees Edward Chapman 
Se ee eee ee ee Jean Clyde 


Robson 


Too many times, films—and in 
most cases British films — have 
deigned to delve into the Freudian 
sanctum to evolve a story—and none 
too successfully—on one of the psy 
chologist’s pet di-sertations, the 
psychic trauma—or just plain 1n- 
feriority complex, if you will. In 
‘Poison Pen,’ a British-made film by 
Walter C. Mycroft, with Amer:can 
release by Republic, there 1s just 
another such story. This time it 
deals with the frustrated inhibitions 
of a woman and their long-time 
veiling by her gesture of psychic 
strength. The result maintains per 
for the course. it 
The performances, perhaps, are © 
that they should be, the direction © 
moderately . good, but Richard 
Llewellyn’s original story sugges!s 





(Continued on page 18) 
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Par’s Dave Rose Emphasizes Great 


Need for Film Comedies in England 





Casually recounting several nar- 
row escapes from Nazi bombs, David 
E. Rose, Paramount’s manager in 
Great Britain, briefly summarized 
the production situation in England 
and the frozen coin setup there on 
his arrival in N. Y. last Wednes- 
day (25). 

Again praising the amazing morale 
of the British, despite brutal dev- 
astation from the skies, Rose inti- 
mated that the English today have 
almost as great need for screen com- 
edies as additional supplies. To 
stress his point, he cited the busi- 
ness being done by ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Bob Hope-Bing Crosby). Dis- 
counting that he might be prejudiced, 
Rose nevertheless claimed that pres- 
ent indications are that it will be 
the biggest grosser on the British 
Isles this year. He thinks this film 
is typical of the present need for 
laughter in Britain’s grim days. 

In connection with business, he 
pointed out that, with clothing and 
food rationed, the British people, 
who are earning more than they ever 
did, have plenty of money to spend 
on cinemas. Although there is a 
blackout at 10:30 p.m., two hours of 
daylight enable theatres presently to 
get a steady flow of customers up to 
the final show. Rose said about 450 
cinemas had been closed by Nazi 
bombs or for other reasons out of 
about 5,000 in Great Britain. [Re- 
cent report from Vartiety’s London 
office, herewith, differs somewhat 
from Rose’s figures on theatres shut- 
tered.—Eb.] 

Dublin Blitz 


Rose was in Dublin at 3:30 p.m. 
the same day the Germans bombed 
that city. They came over at night, 
and by that time he had left the 
Irish metropolis. Windows on Par- 
amount’s office in London twice have 
been blasted out by Nazi bombs. On 
one of these occasions, the Par man- 
ager had been working late looking 
at some new pictures. Only a short 
time after he left, the Nazis dropped 
their missiles. A time bomb went 
off in a nearby building, he said, 
only the fact that the watchman had 
stepped outside to get a light sav- 
ing the man’s life. 

‘After seeing how entire sections 
in some of the larger English cities 
have been blasted out of existence,’ 


-he said, ‘it is all the more astonish- 


ing how the British morale keeps 
at such a high pitch. Our branches 
at Manchester, Liverpool and Birm- 
ingham have been destroyed. 

Only 4 Pix in Prod. 

Rose made a tour of all branches 
before leaving England this time. 
He said only four features were in 
production in that country when he 
left, including ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ the 
A. J. Cronin story, with Emlyn Wil- 
liams, Deborah Kerr, Robert New- 
ton and James Mason in the leads. 


While the Board of Trade is help- | 


(Continued on page 20) 


Teddy Carr Reports On 
UA Affairs in Britain 


Painting an optimistic picture of 
United Artists production under 
Michael Balcon at the Ealing studio 
in London, Teddy Carr, UA joint 
managing director in Great Britain, 
related this week how operations are 
carried on in Britain in routine 
fashion despite heavy bombings 








‘Ships With Wings,’ new Balcon pic-} 
ture, is nearly completed at the Eal-| 


ing plant. The Ark Royal figures in 
the yarn, production crew working 
for 14 weeks on the boat. It will 
cost about $750,000. UA is also get- 
ting ‘The Big Blockade’ from 
Ealing plant. 

Carr, who will have charge alone 
in Great Britain if George Archi- 
bald is successful in being accepted 
for service in the R.A.F., leaves for 
the Coast next Sunday (6). He plans 
being in U.S. about six weeks. 
Archibald would be granted a leave 
of absence for his joint handling of 
UA affairs in Britain if okayed for 
service. 


Despite the heavy bombings of the | 


last 12 months, Carr said only 231 
theatres actually had been hit. 

No foreign interests will be per- 
mitted to gain control of theatre 
holdings in Great Britain, accord- 
ing to Carr, who explained that the 
treasury passes on how US. dis- 
tributors are allowed to use their 
frozen coin in that country. He 
doubted if any permission would be 
Biven to allow the money used in 
buying Britain theatres. 


the | 





London’s Theatre Toll 





London, June 13. 

Of the 5,500 picture theatres 
in England, 562 are closed, 300 
due to enemy action, with re- 
mainder due to evacuation from 
various districts. 

Of the total closed, 350 are in 
London area alone. 


HOYTS, G.U.T. 
REPORTED IN 
ACCORD 


Sydney, June 6. 

It's indicated here that a ‘working 
agreement’ has been made between 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres, 
despite outward avowal of no merger 
intentions. Unofficial reports are 
that the two circuits have an agree- 
ment on product which would mean 
that Greater Union will not try to 
take product from Hoyts and latter 
will not meddle with what ‘belongs’ 
to Greater Union. 

Although it was reported some 
time ago that all efforts to form a 
booking monopoly’ corporation, 
through which both Hoyts and 
Greater Union would operate, had 
ceased, it is understood here that 
Sidney Kent, of 20th-Fox, never has 
abandoned the idea of getting the 
two circuits together. Hence, it’s 
reported here that when W. J. 
Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign chief, 
visits here he will have full author- 
ity from Kent to set some new deal. 


New South Waies 
In Move to Crack 























Sydney, June 6. 
Recently-appointed Labor Govern- 
ment of New South Wales intends, 
according to a spokesman, to quickly 
curb any attempt by any industry to 


gain monopoly controt within this 
territory. Several Labor men, both 
State and Federal, have been closely 
watching the pic industry following 
tips. A watch, too, is being kept on 
| commercial radio. 

Majority of film men, including 
U.S. distribs, strongly deny there's a 
| move afoot to gain any complete 
| control of the pic biz either way. It’s 
pointed out by some distribs that 
this market is ‘sour’ enough on ex- 
| hibitor rejection rights, coin freeze, 
import uppings and the like,.and the 
only thing worrying the distribs 
|right now is how to get rental coin 
unfrozen. 

A test case is due for hearing 
shortly in which an indie nabe exhib 
|has lodged a complaint under the 
| Monopolies Act against 20th-Fox, 
| RKO, British Empire Films, Para- 
mount, Universal and Gaumont-Brit- 
|ish, plus the director of a theatre in 








same nabe, alleging monopoly and 
restraint of trade. A stix exhib has | 
| lodged a similar complaint against 


| the distribs named, with the addition 
{of Columbia, Warners and United 
| Artists. 


Havana Film Grosses 
OK; ‘Penny’ Fine $2,600 


Havana, June 22. 
Despite summer heat, film grosses 
for this week are unusually high. 
Even the uncooled theatres are go- 
ing better than usual. 
Estimates for This Week 





Fausto, ‘Girl,“Guy and a Gob’ 
(RKO). $1,500, not so hot. 
| Emeanto, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). 


| $2,600, good. 

America, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
‘Kid From Kokomo’ (WB), dual. 
$2,350, but more needed to cover ex- 
penses. 

Radio-Cine, ‘Son of Monte Cristo’ 
(UA). $2,000, very good. 

Payret, ‘Olvidados del Dios’ (Mex- 
ican). $2,200, swell for Latin pic. 

Nacional, Vaudeville, strictly local, 
$1,400, bad. 





‘Kitty Foyle’ Starts Fine 
In B.A. With $25,000 


Buenos Aires, June 24. 

‘Kitty Foyle’ getting off to good 
advance notices and top reviews to 
lead film grosses here this week. 
Surprising second week draw of the 
Argentine-made comedy, Los 
Martes, Orquideas’ (‘On Tuesdays, 
Orchids’) was also a noteworthy fea- 
ture of film biz. 

Estimates, in Argentine pesos, cur-’ 
rently figured at one peso for 24c, 
follow: 


Ambassador (Lauteret, Cavalo and 


Lococo) ‘South of Suez’ (WB), 
$14,000, fair. 

Ideal (Lococo) ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO). $25,000, good. 

Normandie (Lococo) ‘Thief of 
Bagdad’ (UA) (2d week). $14,000, 
very good. 

Opera (Lococo) ‘Lady From 
Cheyenne’ (UA). $18,000, fair. 

Suipacha (Lococo) ‘Playgirl’ 
(RKO). $10,000, ok. 


Rex (Lautaret, Cavalo and Cor- 
dero), ‘Andy MHardy’s Secretary’ 
(M-G) (2d week). $15,000, not bad. 


Broadway (Lautaret, Cavalo and 
Cordero) ‘Los Martes, Orquideas’ 
(Lumiton). $18,000, excellent. 


Will Hay Comed 
Starts 1 
ts in London; 
9 
- 
London, June 13. 
Ealing Studios has put the Will 
Hay comedy, ‘Black Sheep of White- 
hall,’ into work. Picture marks first 
director chore for Hay. He’s also 
the star. He’s working with Basil 
Dearden, who previously held an 
associate producer berth at Ealing. 
John Mills has a support role; script 
is by John Dighton and Angus Mc- 
Phail. 
Paramount’s 
der way at Denham. 


production is using Robert Newton 
in the star spot, actor getting special 








‘Hatter’s Castle’ un- 


‘ “ “ | leave from the Navy. Deborah Kerr 
P P ix - Radio Control, has the femme lead. Emlyn Williams, 


James Mason, Enid Stamp-Taylor, 
Henry Oscar, Tony Bateman and 
Beatrice Varley drawing feature 
roles. Lance Comfort directs. 

John Argyle’s ‘Tower of Terror’ 
worked one unit for lighthouse ex- 
teriors off the west coast. Wilfrid 
Lawson plays the heavy, Movita and 
Michael Rennie handle the love in- 
terest. 

That John Corfield comedy with 





Vie Oliver and Sarah Churchill 
proving a bonanza for femme 
warblers. Uriel Porter, Gabrielle 
| Brune, Peggy McCormack’ and 


Evelyn Dali all spotted into nite club 
sequences. Tag has been switched to 
‘He Found a Star.’ 

Terence Rattigan and A. De Grun- 
wald signed by Paul Soskin to 
screenplay his ‘Soldiers of Fleet 
Street.” Team did the writing job 
| 0m his ‘Quiet Wedding.’ 


BEN HENRY SWITCH 
CREATES LONDON TALK 


London, June 13. 
Ben Henry, head of sales of Asso- 
ciated British Films Distributors. 
which distributes all of Associated 








| Talking Pictures product, caused 
| plenty of guesses in the trade lately. 
He was to have gone to Columbia. 
having signed contract to produce 
six pictures for them starring George 
Formby, whom he has under per- 


| sonal contract, early in June. Sales 
force of ABFD was accordingly told 
it should look for jobs elsewhere, 
and then was suddenly told by Henry 
to hold its hand. 


It now appears Henry has taken | 
over the assets of ABFD, on arrange- | 
ment whereby he gets 20% of the popular in Mexico. Some are much } originally intended. 
| better liked than Mexican products. | 


intake, pays all overheads and makes 
good all losses. Assets comprise 


Turned Out Nice Again,’ recently 
finished at Ealing: five Formby re- 
issues and four American ‘B’ pic- 
tures. 





2d for M-G in Chile 
Metro plans building a $250,000 
film theatre in Valparaiso, Chile, 
shortly. 
This house will give Metro two 
cinemas in Chile, the other being at 





I. Goldsmith’s 


primarily a new Formby picture, ‘It’s | 





Gagging Gagsters 





London, June 13. 


As offering to help keep up the 
spirits of Londoners, Olsen and 
Johnson have sent Bud Flanagan 
(Flanagan and Allen), 100,000 
gags in bound volumes of over 
2,000 pages. 

[VarIETy’s London office fails 
to report who sent the gags to 
Olsen and Johnson—Ed.} 


SEE BRAZIL AS 
ACE U.S. PIC 
MARKET 








Brazil looms as the coming No. 1 
market in South America for U‘S. 
films as well as other product, ac- 
cording to word brought back re- 
cently by nearly every American 
film executive retumming from Latin- 
America treks. Several foreign sales 
chiefs, back from South America in 
the past month or two, acknowledge 
business is growing so rapidly there 
that ultimately it may top Argentina. 

Main reason for this optimistic at- 
titude on Brazil is the unlimited and 
untapped resources in that country. 
More than one foreign. manager 
tabbed the nation as the best spot 
in the world for ‘the enterprising 
young man to grow up iin’ despite 
the presence of nearly 1,000,000 Ger- 
mans and several hundred thousand 
Italians there. As one of the more 
reticent managers stated, ‘all of these 
Germans aré not Nazis, nor do all 
the Italians crave Mussolini. 
the Brazilians are extremely loyal 
to their country, no matter how 
many nationalities settle there.’ 

Indicative of Brazil's 
to picture companies is the fact that 
nearly all eight major American dis- 
tributors maintain branch offices in 
that country. 
tinues as main headquarters, but 


tribs in other Brazilian cities. 

Comment of Yank foreign man- 
agers regarding South American 
business is that the slight improve- 
ment noted is traceable mostly to 
| additional playing time that has been 
| opened up because so many foreign 
| films of France, Germany and Brit- 
|}ain have been eliminated from the 
market. 


‘Mex Producers Renew 
Gov't Plea for ‘Equity’ 
On Argentine Imports 


Mexico City, July 1. 
The Mexican-Argentine pic propo- 
' sition that was to the fore recently, 
then quieted down, has flared again 
The Assn. of Picture Pro- 
ducers with the 














Mexican 
is discussing gov- 


ernment’s picture censorship and 
supervision department plans for ar- 
ranging what it calls ‘equity’ with 


regard to the screening in this coun- 


try of domestic and Argentine pix. 
The association wants a sort of ratio 
|exhibition of Argentine products 
with regard to its own films. The 
department is reported to consider 
| that a good idea and is expected to 
render some sort of a ruling shortly. 


Argentine pix have. become highly 


| The association explains that it does 


| Mexican pix do pretty wel] in the 
Argentine—but to merely get an 
order that will give them breaks in 
their own country with the imports. 

Argentine producers have lost one 
of their best distributors in Mexico, 


is said. 
new production here. It is sched- 





Santiago. 


uled to start about mid-September. 


And | 


importance | 


Rio de Janeiro con- | 


branches are operated by some dis- | 


not seek to curb Argentine films— | 


Felipe Mier, ex-Warner exec here. | 
He has returned to production and | for Central America, came into N.Y. 
dropped the Argentines, for keeps, it | last 
Mier is readying his first | headquarters, 


Spain Bogged Down in First Attempt 
At Film Prominence, 40-41 Reveals: 
Nazis Showed Most Pix, Yanks Next 


By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Madrid, June 1. 

With the signal marking the end 
of the 1940-41 film season about to 
be sounded, Spain finds that its first 
serious attempt to create a cinema 
industry of international proportions 
failed to score even a first down. 

What the local pic industry failed 
to do on its own during the past and 
present seasons in the way of scor- 
ing on the international mart, the 
government hopes:‘to do for it in the 
future by ringing in some stiff legis- 
lation which will force the foreign 
product to lose much of the ground 
that it has gained here. 

The principal object of the new 
film decree is to permit the local in- 
| dustry, with its limited technical and 
| artistic talent, to rise on its unsteady 
| feet in a supreme effort to get a 
| chunk of the presently elusive Latin- 
| American market, which has a pic- 
ture public about four times that of 
Spain. 

Another almost equally important 
object, it’s stated here, is to defi- 
nitely eliminate the Hollywood prod- 
uct from Spain. Variety’s source 
disclosed that loopholes or liberal 
interpretations of the new decree 
will be found to permit the Ger- 
mans and Italians to enjoy some of 
the benefits and privileges enjoyed 
by all importers and foreign col- 
laboraiors in the past. There is no 
doubt, however, that the authorities 
want the Spanish pie industry to be 
the principal gainer. 


Hopes F¥ade 

Last year plans were laid down to 
produce between 50 and 60 films, but 
with the end of the season only a 
few months off, all hopes of scor- 
ing par are fading rapidly. Even if 
production plans had been realized, 
|the pix would not have been suf- 
| ficient to meet the country’s local 
j;needs. This admission is made by 
| El Mundo, political and economic re- 
| view. 

‘For now and perhaps for many 
yecrs, Spain cannot meet the needs 
of its cinematographic market with 
its own films only,’ El Mundo writes. 
‘Our production of films is scarce 
|in number now and it isn’t possible, 
nor will it be possible for many 
years to come, to meet the neecs of 
the Spanish market with our films 
lonly. Before 1936 between 500 and 
|600 films came into Spain, of which 





| 
| 








|400 were American.’ 

Although 500 to 600 picts are more 
|}than the Spanish market can now 
(absorb annually, an open compcti- 
tive market forced the foreign pro- 
ducers to import into Spain this 
large number, from which only the 
best were released. Mundo claims 
that 200 films per year are sufficient 
| for local requirements. It seems to 
|forget, however, that the objective 
here is to capture the Latin-Ameri- 


can market so that the 200-goal 
would have to be lifted somewhat. 
But even granting that 200 films 
lare sufficient, Spain’s production fa- 
cilities cannot hope to account for 
even one third of this total as there 


are only 10 modern studios function- 
‘Continued on page 20) 


REISMAN MAY PRECEDE 


WHITNEY TO S. AMERICA 


Phil Reisman. RKO’s foreign chief, 


may leave for South America ahead 
of John Hay Whitney, head of mo- 
tion picture division of the Recke- 
feller Committee on Latin-American 
Relations, bec2use of comp2ny’s two 


; 


Latin-American sales conventions 
chedu'ed there in August. Latest 
indication is that Whitney. who had 
delayed his departure until Aug. 15, 
may not be able to leave then. Con- 
sequentiy, Reisman, who heads the 
foreign managers’ group in Whit- 
ney’s division, may not be able to 
wait until Whitney shoves off as 


RKO will hold one convention in 
Panama for Central American man- 
agers and another in Rio de Janeiro 
for most of South American coun- 
tries. Definite dates will be decided 
in the next week or 10 days. 


Colli’s WB Huddles 


Peter Colli, Warners’ supervisor 


week from Havana, his main 
for home office 
huddles. 

Colli returns this week 
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MARSHAL 


Burgess 


MEREDITH 





~ 


| N KANIN 
Produced by 
ROBERT SISK 


Story and Screen play by Paul Jarrico 


m R KO 
,RADIOR 
PICTURE 


Your favorite star in the 
funniest love story ever 
told. . She’s a girl engaged 
to three men—and the 
four of them would make 
‘just one swell couple! 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
pdnies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VaRIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1940, B¥ VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantie Drama; MU—Musical. 


PICTURES ss VARIETY 
Advance Production Chart 


Hollywood, July 1. 

With only a handful of pictures remaining to be | 
completed for the 1940-41 season, bulk of the pro- | 
ducers are devoting their energies to getting product | 
lined up for the new season. To five of the majors this 
is particularly important, by reason of the new consent 
decree under which they are bound to preview or 
tradeshow all pictures before offering them for sale to 


16 


2 RRS oa ct 





_ 


pies al 


pn eee aa A ENE FON comics 
a asd 








| have not as yet definitely decided upon what they will 
| offer exhibs on and after Sept. 1, when the new selling 
season really gets under way, most of the companies 
are well fortified with product. This is particularly 
| true of Paramount which according to studio records 
| has 13 of the 1941-42 pictures actually completed and 
five more, at least, in work. Metro will have half a 
| dozen or so ready by mid-July when they start their 
j 
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} exhibitors. These companies are Paramount, RKO, | tradeshowings and RKO has already announced its first) Figures herewith indicate date of VaRteTy’s review and running time. 
2 Metro, 20th-Fox and Warners. | package of five. 
4 hile a number of the distributing organizations = 
: i : WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 
F ° era, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, | sne Knew Allthe Answers (Col) 5/21 C %4 J. Bennett-F. Tone 
rt Columbia Ruth Ford, Bradley Page, Frank Mitchell. ll Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 D 13 M,. Hunt-V. Weidler 
3 nena King of the Zombies (Mono) M_ 67_:«SOD:«. Purcell-J. Woodbury 
a M tr There’s Magic i> Hoste (Par) 2/26 2 ° & —— + ne 
£\ ‘ — ‘ Comp. Shoot. Desert Bandits (Rep / . -L. 
4 0 gl a _ om boy a tne ee et | RD ase Me carrel-R, Colman 
a 10 0 0 0 ae risoner of Zenda ( / - . ee 
: a. is 16 : 3 0 0 0 Prom. Com- Shoot- Now ‘Lo Be Comp. Shoot, | Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 cD 4 T. ae Me Tag 4 
Serials a 3 0 0 1 0 0 40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42| Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 - D B. Marsha ‘i 
pd reat om “— hs ome — | Features 50 50 7 7 0 
Totals 64 60 4 13 1 0 0 Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST, drama; asso. ee aes 
: : ing Asher; dir., Mervyn LeRoy; based on orig. by. p 65 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
Y HE LADY, drama; asso. rod., : ‘ ’ “ Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 D , 
Pg et ecg Rage White; screenplay, ph eee: Wheelwright; camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Greer Gar-| Tove Crazy (M-G) 5/14 C 97 W. Powell-M. Loy 
Hillyer and Joseph Hoffmen; camera, George Meehan. ag Bee ay Seog Marsha Hunt, Fay Holden, Samuel | regnead (Mono) = A: “ A Ae 
t: *helle Hudson, Bruce Bennett, Roger Pryor, S. Hinds, George essey. Pirates on Horseback (Par A “R. 
ilar iashaner, Oueat O’Shea, Tom Kennedy. DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE (1941-42), drama; scan un te dg ay el 14 & a @. be nto 
I WAS A PRISONER ON DEVIL’S ISLAND, drama; | 8589. prod., Victer Saville; dir., Victor Fleming; based Saddlomates (Rep) : w ® hesauieees 
asso. prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir., Lew Landers; | 0n orig. by Robert Louis Stevenson; camera, Joseph | Great commandment (20th) D J. Beal-M. Moscovich 
screenplay, Karl Brown; story by Otto E. Eyss; camera, | Ruttenberg. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman,| yoo Many Blondes (U) 5/21 C 60 R, Vallee-H. Parrish 
John Stumar. Cast: Donald Woods, Sally Eilers, Ed- | Lana Turner, Donald Crisp. The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 6/11 D 56 L. Patrick-R. Toomey 


ward Ciannelli, Victor Kilian, Charles Halton, John 
Tyrrell, Ed Laughton, Dick Curtis, Lloyd Bridges, 
Stanley Brown. 


TWO IN A TAXI, formerly ONE WAY STREET, 


LADY BE GOOD (41-42), musical; asso. prod., Arthur 
Freed; dir.. Norman McLeod; from the George Gersh- 
win production; camera, George Folsey. Cast: Eleanor 
Powell, Lionel Barrymore, Robert Young, Ann Sothern, 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 





drama; asso. prod., Irving Briskin; dir., Robert Florey; | John Carroll, Red Skelton. aerenaate De ay ae wu be oa. on one 
orig. screenplay, Howard J. Green, Morton Thompson, BARNACLE BILL, comedy-drama; asso. prod., Mil- ettver Stallion (Mono) 6/18 W 60 D.Sharpe-J. Waldo 
Malvin Wald; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Anita | ton Bren; dir., Richard Thorpe; screerfpley, Jack! | wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 131 R, Milland-V. Lake 
Louise, Russell Hayden; Nozh Beery, Jr., George Cleve- | Jevne; camera, Clyde.DeVinna. Cast: Wallace Beery,| sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 97 A, Neagle-R. Bolger 
land, George McKay, Charles Arnt, Ralph Peters, |; Virginia Weidler, Marjorie Main, Leo Carrillo, Donald! piood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 L, Darnell-T. Power 
Frank Yaconelli, Dick Fiske, John Harmon, Meek. Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) 6/4 Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 

. LIFE BEGINS FOR ANDY HARDY, comedy; gen.| Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 CD 102 P.Lane-J, Lynn 


THE SON OF DAVY CROCKETT, western; asso. 
rod., Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. by 
ambert Hillyer; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill 
Elliott, Iris Meredith, Dub Taylor, Don Curtis, Eddie 
Cobb, Steve Clark, Paul Scardon, Lloyd Bridges, Stan- 


office prod.; dir., George B. Seitz; no writing credits; 
camera, Les White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, 
Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford, Sara Haden. 








\ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 





G. Garbo-R. Novarro 


DOWN IN SAN DIEGO, formeriy YOUNG AMERI-| Mata Hari (M-G) D : 
ley Brown. CANS, drama (41-42); asso. prod., Frederick Stephanie; | Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) 6/25 w 57 R. Coenen -s. ane 
BLONDIE IN SOCIETY, comedy; asso. prod., Robert | dir., Herbert Sinclair; orig. story, Franz G. Spencer; | Saint’s Vacation (RKO)  6/ v. B , oe Me arenvenehl Sparks 
Sparks; dir, Frank Strayer; screenplay, Karen De | screenplay, Harry Clork and Spencer; camera, Paul | For Beauty BB ne PY M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Wolf; story, Eleanore Griffin; camera, Henry Freulith. | Vogel. Cast: Bonita Granville, Dan Dailey, Jr., Leo oe A Pg the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, | Gorcey, Ray McDonald, Connie Gilchrist. Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 D 178 J, Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 


Danny Mummert, Jonathan Hale, William Frawley, 
Edgar Kennedy, Hal Cooke, Herbert Rawlinson, Cliff 
Clark, Chick Chandler. 


TILLIE THE TOILER, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 


KILDARE, No. 8 (tentative title, MARY NAMES 
THE DAY), drama; gen. office prod.; dir., Harold 
Bucquet; no writing credits; camera, Sid Wagner. Cast: 
Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Lorraine Day, Samuel 





“T 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 


R. Sterling-D. Adams 








Sparks; dir., Sidney Salkow; screenplay, Karen Morley | Hinds, Emma Dunn. _ The Get-Away (M-G) 6/11 » = F. Craven-J, Todd 
and Francis Martin; camera, Phii Tannura.” Cast: Kay “ Metro Pictures in Production pone tg he Fe - “S ps F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Harris, William Tracy, Daphne Pollard, George Watts, THE YEARLING (production suspended until} One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 9 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Jack Arnold, Benny Bartlett. spring), drama (Technicolor) (41-42); asso. prod.,| Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 6/18 W 58 T. Holt-R. Whitley 

KING OF DODGE CITY, western; asso. prod., Leon | Sidney Franklin; dir., Victor Fleming; orig. screenplay, | Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 cD 34 L. Roberts-T. North | 
Nee ee eT a ti Hees | Manorie Kinney Raiings camera al Rows’ Cat! Bemyoterh deg cay avin HEY mekaglowal Wocawora 

era, Ben) . ast: Bl lott, Lex Ritter, | Spencer Tracy, Gene Echman, Ann Revere, Chill Wills, : ? , -1. Lu 

— Dub Taylor, Gus Ashe, Dick Anderson, Aaatien deWalt Reynolds, Out of he Fog (WE) 6/U ., 2 EE 

aig grt SMILIN’ THROUGH, drama (Technicolor) (41-42); epeer rapper 

TWO LATINS FROM MANHATTAN, formerly | asso. prod., Victor Saville; dir., Frank Borzage; orig. WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 


GIRLS FROM PANAMA, drama; asso. prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; 


by Jane Cowl and Jane Murfin; camera, Oliver Marsh. 





44 R. Vallee-R. Lane 


Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Ian Hunter, | Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 
camera, John Stumar. Cast: Joan Davis, Jinx Falken- Patrick O’Moore, Jackie Horner/ ’ Hands Across fae bovkinn (Col) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 
burg, Joan Woodbury, Carmen Morales, Marquita ; = The Big Store (M-G)_ 6/11 C 84 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
Bonanova, Don Beddoe, Richard Fiske, Lloyd Bridges, RINGSIDE MAISIE, comedy; asso. prod., J. Walter | Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D in Seer ee 
John Dilson, Dick Elliott, Tim Ryan, Chuck Morrison. Rubén; dir., Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits; cam-| West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 CD 63 A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
5 ‘ era, Charles Lawton. Cast: Ann Sothern, George| Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 73. Disney Cartoon 

MYSTERY SHIP, drama; asso. prod., Jack Fier; dir., Murphy, Robert Sterling, Jack LaRue. Nevada City (Rep) Ww R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Lew Landers; screenplay, David Silverstein and HONKY fe tete .|Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D 100 J, Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
Houston Branch; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Paul 0 TONK, drama; ‘asso. prod., Pandro Berman; | gan Antonio Rose (U) 6/25 aa 62 R. Paige-J. Fratee 


Kelly, Lola Lane, Larry Parks, Roger Imhoff, Cy 
Kendall, Trevor Bardette, Dick Curtis, Dwight Frye, 
Byron Foulger, John Tyrell, 


OUR WIFE, comedy; asso. prod. and dir., John Stahl; 
Original screenplay, Lillian Day, Lyon Mearson; cam- 


dir., Jack Conway; no writing credits; camera, Bill 
Daniels. Cast: Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire 
Trevor, Marjorie Main, Frank Morgan, Albert Dekker, 
Rags Ragland. 


THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, musical; asso. prod., 


Passage from Hongkong (WB) 


K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





64 


j rille: di : iti ‘¢c- | Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 6/25 MU R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
era, Henry Sharpe. .Cast: Ruth Hussey, Melvyn | Victor Saville; dir, Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits; | \UGico of Painted Springs (Col) 6/25 W 59 C.Starrett-T. Walker 
Douglas, John Hubbard, Charles Coburn, Frank Nigel B Karl Freund, Cast: Nelson Eddy, Rise Stevens, | wongerers of the West (Mono) w YT, Keene-B. Miles 
Yaconelli. igei Bruce. ‘ They Met in Bombay (M-G) — 6/25 D 92 C. Gable-R. Russell 

MR. JORDAN MES ’ N fo : _ WHISTLING IN THE DARK, drama; asso. prod., S.| The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 Ww 984 E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
i HEAVEN CAN es ee sl og Pg po beeen Sylvan Simon; dir., George Haight; no writing credits; | Jungle Cavalcade (RKO) M F. Buck 
|  Riskin; dir., Alexander Hall; no writing credits; camera, | C@™era, Sid Wagner. Cast: Red Skelton, Ann Ruther- oe eee (mee) ay: </a/e “2 ro 7 ee ye: 
Joseph Walker. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rita John- ford, Conrad Veidt. ; ; Kansas Cyclone (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
son, Claude Rains, James Gleason, John Emory, Halli- UNTITLED GARBO, drama; gen. office prod.; dir.,| Hit the Road (U) D 62 G. George-B. MacLane 
well Hobbs, Evelyn Keyes. George Cukor; no writing credits; camera, Joseph| Underground (WB) 6/25 D 95 J.Lynn-K. Verne 


LADIES IN RETIREMENT, drama; asso. prod., Les- 
ter Cowan; dir., Charles Vidor; screenplay, Reginald 
Denham and Garrett Fort; camera, George Barnes. 
Cast: Ida Lupino, Louis Hayward, Elsa Manchester, 
Edith Barrett, Evelyn Keyes, Isobel Elsom. 


Rittenberg. Cast: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Ruth 
Gordon, Robert Sterling. 

MARRIED BACHELOR, comedy; asso. prod., John 
Considine; dir., Eddie Zebbell; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Folsey. Cast: Robert Young, Ruth Hussey. 











I Was a Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) D 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 17/2 D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


10 + D. Woods-S. Eilers 
909 W. Beery-V. Weidler 











WOMAN OF DESIRE, formerly TONIGHT BE- Pn gg - the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
LONGS TO US, drama; prod.-dir., Gregory Ratoff; a — ts : S eS, eee 
screenplay, Lady Eleanor Mercin-Smith;: camera, Monogram Bachelor Daddy (Uy 7/2 nde "- : Osoy penne ert 

» Arthur Miller and Harry Stradling. Cast: Loretta Kisses for Breakfast (WB) Cc D + boowmad w - “ 
: pxoung. Dean Jagger, Eugenie Leontovich, Conrad igsnhtninibamia hanamatison aan aueecl 
elat, ictor Varcona. Prom, Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. pac ' a | rie 
TEXAS, western; asso. prod. Sam Bischoff; dir. Feat oy ow Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 
George Marshall; no writing credits: camera George ere 2 0 0 2) Two in a Taxi (C 
3 rshali; no ts; , eor y : (Col) D 62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 
ai Meehan. Cast: William Holden, Glenn Ford, Claire Westerns aad ae id Bi a Bad 0) Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) D 95 R. Young-J. Stewart 
9 Trevor, George Bancroft, Edgar Buchanan. Andv ; . ~~ | Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
i § |. Tombes, Edmund MacDonald, Harrison Green, Merlin Totals 43 < 2 4 1 9 2 | Forced Landing (Par) M R. Arlen-E. Gabor 
a peisen. George Lloyd, Ralph Peters, Addison Richards, Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: — Meet Agaif —, w J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
4 on Beddoe. MURDER BY INVITATION, formerly MURDER BY | Ronest on eet amen) 3 Mesquiteers 
7 THUNDER OVER THE PRAIRIE, formerly THE | APPOINTMENT, drama; asso. prod. A. W. Hackel:; Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 re 60 i se mora algae 
MEDICO RIDES, western; asso. prod., William Berke; | dir., Phil Rosen; screenplay, George Bricker; camera, | Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) 17/2 CD 9% B.Davis-J. Cagney 
ir., 


Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits: camera, 
Benjamin Kline, Cast: Charles Starrett, Eileen O’Hearn, 
Danny Mummert, Cliff Edwards, Stanley Brown, Ted 
Adams, Dan Curtis, Cal Shrum and his Rangers orch. 

BLONDE FROM SINGAPORE, drama: asso. prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits; 
camera, Lou O’Connell. Cast: Florence Rice, Leif 
Erickson, Gordon Jones, Don Beddoe, Adele Rowland, 
Alexander Darcy. 


Columbia Pix in Production 


Martin G. Cohn. Cast: Wallace Ford. Marian Marsh, 
Sarah Padden, George Guhl, Wallis Clark, Garvin 
Gordon. 

FATHER STEPS OUT, formerly CITY LIMITS, 
drama; asso. prod., Lindsley Parsons; dir., Jean Yar- 
borough; screenplay, Norman Leslie; camera, Mack 
Stengler. Cast: Frankie Albertson, Jed Prouty, Lorna 
Grey, Tristam Coffin, Don Maxwell, J. Arthur Young. 

ROUGH RIDERS, formerly ARIZONA BOUND, 
western; asso. prod., Scott Dunlap; dir., Spencer Ben- 
nett; screenplay, Jess Bowers; camera, Harry Neumann. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 





Blondie in Society (Col) 17/2 
Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 
Dance Hall (20th) 

Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 


~h-1-b-1-E fe) 


77 


P. Singleton-A. Lake 
B. Elliott-I. Meredith 


104. M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 


G. Autry-S. Burnette 
C. Romero-C. Landis 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 
J. Perry-R. Pryor 








YOU'LL NEVER GET RICH, com. drama; asso. prod., | Cast: Buck Jones, Tim McVoy, Raymond Hatton, ee 
Sam Bischoff; dir., gg! Lanfield; no writing credits; | Luana Walters, Dennis Moore. The Officer and the Lady (Col) D R, Hudson-R. Pryor 
camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- FUGITIVE VALLEY, western; asso. prod., George | Ringside Maisie (M-G) Cc A Sothern-G Murphy 
worth, Martha Tilton, Sunnie O’Dea, Kay St. Germaine. | Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; orig. screenplay, Oliver | The Deadly Game (Mono) D J. Lang-C. Farrell 
THREE GIRLS ABOUT TOWN, comedy: prod., Sam | Drake; camera, Robert Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, Max en Se Hills (Par) 6/18 D 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
Bischoff; dir., Leigh Jason; no writing credits; camera, | Terhune, Johnny King, Julfe Duncan. “This Woman Is Mine (U) D Vy ay oy 
gpans - tegen Cast: Joan Blondell, Janet Blair, John Monogram Pix Now in Production Bad Men of Missouri (WB) D 5. Symons. Morean 
oward. - . 


YOU BELONG TO ME, comedy; prod.-dir., Wesley 
Ruggles; no writing credits; camera, Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Edgar Buch- 


THE DEADLY GAME, meller; asso. prod., Harwin- 
Sarecky; dir., Phil Rosen; orig. screenplay, Wellyn 
Tottman; camera, Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Charies 
Farrell, John Miljan, June Lang, Bernadene Hayes, 








WEEK OF RELEASE—$/1/41 








2 : pw Thunder Over the Prairie (Co!) w ". Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
anen, Melville Cooper, Harold Waldridge, Charles | Dan O’Brian, J. Arthur Young. a Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) c M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Arnt. BOWERY BLITZKRIEG, drama; asso. prod., Sam/ Kiss the Boys Goodbye D M. Martin-. Ameche 
ROARING FRONTIERS, western; asso. prod., Leon | Katzman; dir., Wallace Fos; eereenplay, Al and Helen | @¥ SUG Wars oye (REO) c M. Auer-U. Merkel 
Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; cam- ; (Continued or page 18) Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 
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M-G-M RELEASES FROM In presenting its major stars 
| | NOW TO THE FALL! during June, July and August in 


JUNE 20th 


| oe a multi-million-dollar production 


Poa me “THE BIG STORE” 
of, GP ee Nie tte 
Teri - JUNE 27th . line-up-M-G-M pridefully calls 
ing Me CLARK GABLE—ROSALIND RUSSELL 


ns. . in Clarence Brown’s production ‘ d ~ 
pow Wutenmncke taboo industry attention to: 


QV e / JULY 4th 
WwW : WALLACE BEERY in “BARNACLE BILL” 





ponent THE CONSCIENTIOUS COM- 
JAMES STEWART, ROBERT YOUNG 





WLIONEL BARRYMORE in , wf ? PLETION OF ITS ACKNOWL- 
; ath EDGED OBLIGATIONS OF 
” TOP BRACKET PICTURES 







JULY 18th 
Watch for Announcement 
SPECIAL PREVIEW ENGAGEMENT 
“THE STARS LOOK DOWN” 


ae 
#> 


pt dN ‘ FOR THE YEAR! 
ANN SOTHERN in “RINGSIDE MAISIE” 
cna WE HAVE NOT HELD BACK! 


“LIFE BEGINS FOR ANDY HARDY” 
Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland 


and all the ole Hy NO SACRIFICE HAS BEEN 




















nett uM ARY N AMES THE D Ay" «it ’ MADE IN PRESENT QUALITY 
3 he Lew Ayres, dione Bar mots, Laraine Day eo? 1 O E x H if B ITO R S ! O U R 


FOCI Ret " 
ys, 3 


ong re ‘y;7 ~~ GREAT SUMMER PICTURES 


GREER GARSON — WALTER PIDGEON 


Sow | ¥en SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES! 


AUGUST 22nd 
u i “WHISTLING IN THE DARK” 
° i All-Comedy Cast of Funsters TH F F R : E Ni D LY 
* 
Jynnal AUGUST 29th 


JOAN CRAWFORD, ROBERT TAYLOR 


GREER GARSON, HERBERT MARSHALL 
“WHEN LADIES MEET” C Oo M PA A Y 
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Advance Production Chart | 





(Continued from page 16) 


Martin. Cast: Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall, Bobby Jordan, 
Warren Hull, Charlotte Henry, East Side Kids. 


Paramount 








rT } : Shoot- N To Be Comp. Shoot. 
Hers pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 | 
Studios 29 29 0 4 0 12 3 
8 m 
— "9 9 1 4 0 1 1 | 
Morros- 
Stillman 2 1 0 i) 1 0 : | 
G. Markey 1 1 6 6 0 0 
Pic. Corp. 
of Am. 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Fleischer sis - . 6 Be 
Totals 44 42 2 9 1 13 5 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS, drama; in Technicolor; 
asso. prod., Jack Moss: dir., Henry Hathaway; orig.. 
Harold Bell Wright; screenplay, Grover Jones and 
Stuart Anthony; camera, Charles Lang, Duke Green. 
Cast: John Wayne, Betty Field, Harry Carey, James 
Barton, John Qualen, Billy Gilbert, Ward Bond, Beu- 
lah Bondi, Marjorie Main, Samuel S. Hinds, Tom Fad- 
den, Dorothy Adams, John Harmon, Carl Knowles. 


NEW YORK TOWN (1941-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Anthony Veiller; dir. Charles Vidor; screenplay, Jo 
Swerling and S. Lewis Meltzer, based on story by Jo 
Swerling; camera, Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Fred 
MacMurray, Mary Martin, Robert Preston, Lynn Over- 
man, Akim Tamiroff, Betty Brewer, Eric Blore, Grace 
Hayle. 

WIDE OPEN TOWN, formerly MEN OF ACTION, 
westen; Harry Sherman production; dir., Lesley Se- 
lander; screenplay, J. Benton Cheney; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy 
Clyde, Morris Ankrum, Evelyn Brent, Bernice Kay, 
Victor Jory, Glenn Strange, Roy Bancroft, Bob Kort- 
man, Ed Cassidy, Kenneth Harlan, C. Cleveland, Frank 
Darien, Jock Rockwell. 

KISS THE BOYS GOODBYE, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., William LeBaron; dir., Victor Schertzinger; 
screenplay, Harry Tugend and Dwight Taylor; from 
play by Clare Boothe; camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: 
Mary Martin, Don Ameche, Eddie Anderson, Oscar 
Levant, Raymond Walburn, Jerome Cowan, Barbara 
Jo Allen, Virginia Dale, Elizabeth Patterson, Minor 
Watson, 

SKYLARK (1941-42), comedy; asso. prod.-dir., Mark 
Sandrich; screenplay by Allan Scott; adaptation, Z. 
Myers; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Ray Milland, Brian Aherne, Binnie Barnes, Walter 
Abel, Ernest Cossart, Grant Mitchell, Mona Barrie. 
James Rennie, Virgina Sale, Fritz Feld. 

CAUGHT IN THE DRAFT, comedy; asso, prod., B. G. 
DeSylva; dir., David Butler; orig. screenplay by Harry 
Tugend; additional dialogue, Wilkie C. Mahoney; cam- 
era, Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Bob Hope, Dorothy 


Lamour, Eddie Bracken, Lynn Overman, Clarence 
Kolb, Paul Hurst, Arthur Loft, Murray Alper, Pat 
West. 


THE GREAT MAN’S LADY, formerly PIONEER 
WOMAN (1941-42), drama; asso. prod-dir., William A. 
Wellman; screenplay, W. L. River; camera, William 
Mellor.- Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Brian 
Donlevy, Lloyd Corrigan, Etta McDaniel, Thurston 
Hail, Katherine Stevens, Helen Lynd, Mary Treen, 
Lucien Littlefield, Anna Q. Nilsson. 


NIGHT OF JANUARY 16TH (1941-42), drama; asso. 
prod., Sol C. Siegel; dir., William Clemens; screenplay, 
Delmar Daves, Robert Pirosh, Eve Greene; camera, 
John Mescall. Cast: Ellen Drew, Robert Preston, Nils 
Asther, Donald Douglas, Roy Gordon, Margaret Hayes, 
Clarence Kolb, Harry Hayden, Edwin Stanley, Paul 
Stanton, Willard Robertson, James Flavin, Georges 
Renavent, Paul Irving, Cecil Kellaway, Jean Phillips, 
Barry A. Bailey, Broderick O’Farrell, J. W. Johnston, 
Jack Richardson, Hayden Stevenson, Alice White, 
Keith Richards, Red Cameron, George Guhl, Byron 
Foulger, Eric Wilton, Norman Ainsley, Gus Glassmire, 
Sam Ash, Pop Byron. 

BUY ME THAT TOWN (1941-42), drama; asso. prod.., 
Sol C. Siegel; dir.. Eugene Forde; screenplay, Gordon 
Kahn, based on a story by Harry A Gourfain, Murray 
Boltinoff and Martin Rackin; camera, Theodor Spar- 
kuhl. Cast: Lleyd Nolan, Constance Moore, Albert 
Dekker, Sheldon Leonard, Barbara Allen, Edward 
Brophy. Warren Hymer, Horace MacMahon, Olin How- 
land, Richard Clarke, Rod Cameron, Pierre Watkin, 
Si Jenks 

FORCED LANDING (Picture Corp. of America), 
meller; prods.. Bill Pine and Bill Thomas; dir., 
Gordon Wiles; orig. story, and screenplay, Maxwell 
Shane and Edward Churchill; camera, John Alton. 
Cast: Riehard Arlen, Eva Gabor, J. Carrol Naish. Nils 
Asther, Evelyn Brent, Mikhail Rasumny, John Miljan, 
Victor Varconi, Bobby Dillon, John Gallaudet. 

SECRETS OF THE WASTELANDS, western: Harry 
Sherman prod.; dir., Derwin Abrahams: screenplay, 
Gerald Geraghty; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Bill 
Boyd, Brad King, Andy Clyde, Barbara Britton. Doug- 
las Fowley, Keith Richards. : 

ALOMA OF THE SOUTH SEAS (1941-42) (Techni- 
color); asso. prod., Monte Bell; dir., Alfred Santell: 
screenplay, Frank Butler, Seena Owen, Lillie Hayward; 
camera, Kar] Struss. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Jon Hall, 
Lynn Overman, Rita Shaw, Katherine DeMille. Fritz 
Lieber, William Edmunds, Philip Reed, Noble Johnson, 
Francis MacDonald. 

HOLD BACK THE DAWN (1941-42), drama: asso. 
prod., Arthur Hornblow; dir., Mitchell Leisen; screen- 

lay, Ketti Frings; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Charles 

oyer, Olivia de Havilland, Paulette Goddard, Walter 

Abel, Victor Francen, Rosemary De Camp, Don Doug- 
las, Curt Bois. 

NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH (1941-42), comedy; 
asso, prod., Arthur Hornblow; dir., Elliott Nugent: 
screenplay, Don Hartman and Ken Englund, from play 
by James Montgomery and novel by Frederick S. 
Isham; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Bob Hope, Paul- 
ette Goddard, Edward Arnold, Glen Anders, Helen 
Vinson, Leif Erickson, Willie Best, Grant Mitchell, Rose 
Hobart, Catherine Doucet, William Wright, Mary 
Forbes, Helene Millard, Clarence Kolb, Leon Belasco. 

BIRTH OF THE BLUES (1941-42), musical: assoc. 

rod., Monte Bell; dir., Victor Schertzinger; screenplay, 

arry Tugend and Walter DeLeon; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Brian Don- 
levy, Carolyn Lee, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, Jack 
Teagarden orch. 

AMONG THE LIVING, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Colbert Clark; dir., Stuart Heisler; screenplay, Lester 
Cole and Garreit Fort; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Albert Dekker, Susan Hayward. Harry Carey, 
Beonnog Barmar Gordon Jones. Jean Phillivs, Maude 

peed. Sit i tell See arse enlaces Ss, 
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Eburne, Archie Twitchell, Ernest Whitman, William | 
Stack, Ella Neal, Catherine Craig, Eddy Chandler. 

SHEIK OF BUFFALO BUTTE, western; Harry Sher- 
man prod.; dir.. Howard Bretherton; no writing cred- | 
its; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: William Body, Brad- 
ley King, Andy Clyde, Jean Phillips, Duncan Renaldo, | 
Mickey Elissa. 

WORLD PREMIERE (1931-42), drama; asso. prod., | 
Colbert Clark: dir., Ted Tetzlaff; screenplay, Earl Fel- 
ton: camera, Don Fapp. Cast: John Barrymore, Frances 
Farmer, Ricardo Cortez, Don Castle, Richard Denning, 
Eugene Pallette, Cliff Nazarro, Martha O'Driscoll, Vir- 
ginia Dale, Fritz Feld, Luis Alberni, Sig Rumann, Eliza- 
beth Dow, William Wright. 

HENRY ALDRICH FOR PRESIDENT, formerly 
HENRY FOR PRESIDENT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph 
Sistrom; dir., Hugh Bennett; orig. screenplay by Val 
Burton; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Jimmy Lydon, 
Charles Smith, June Preisser, Rod Cameron, Martha 
O'Driscoll, Mary Anderson, Dorothy Peterson, John 
Litel, Buddy Pepper. Lucien Littlefield. 

TIMBER WOLVES, western; Harry Sherman pro- 
duction: dir., Lesley Selander; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Brad King, 
Andy Clive, Eleanor Stewart, Victor Jory. 

Paramount Pjx Now in Production 


BAHAMA PASSAGE, drama (Technicolor) (41-42); 
asso, prod.-dir., Edward H. Griffith; screenplay, Vir- 
ginia Van Upp; camera, Leo Tover and Allan Davy. 
Cast: Madeline Carrell, Stirling Hayden, Mary Ander- 
son, Leigh Whipper. 

SULLIVAN’S TRAVELS, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturgess; no writing credits; 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: Joel McCrea, Veronica 
Lake, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Franklin 
Pangborn, Porter Hall, Byron Foulger, Margaret 
Hayes, Torben Meyer, Robert Greig, Eric Blore, Al 
Bridge, Esther Howard, Almira Sessions, Frank Moran. 
George Renevant. 

REAP THE WILD WIND, (1941-42), drama; Cecil B. 
DeMille prod.; asso. prod., William H. Pine; dir., Cecil 
B. DeMille; no writing credits; camera, Victor Milner. 
Cast: Ray Milland, John Wayne, Paulette Goddard, 
Raymond Massey, Robert Preston, Susan Hayward, 
Lynne Overman, Walter Hampden, Louise Beavers, 
Martha O’Driscoll, Richard Denning, Lane Chandler, 
J. Farrell MacDonald, Joseph Crahan, John St. Polis, 
Tom Tyler, Harry Woods. 

FLYING BLIND, drama: asso. prod., William Pine 
and William Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald; based on 
orig. by Maxwell Shane and Richard Murphy; camera, 
Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Richard Arlen, Jean Parker; 
Marie Wilson, Nils Asther, Roger Pryor, Eddie Quillan, 
Dick Purcell, Kay Sutton, Grady Sutton. 

GLAMOUR BOY, comedy; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
dir., Ted Tetzlaff; no writing credits, camera, San Fapp. 
Cast: Jackie Cooper, Susanna Foster, Ann Gillis, Darry] | 
Hickman, Jackie Searle, William Wright. 


RKO-Radio | 





Prom. (Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp, Shoot. 
40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42) 
Studio 37 37 3 6 0 5 2 
Westerns 6 6 0 1 0 2 1 
Play’s the | 
Thing 4 0 6 0 4 0 0) 
H. Lloyd 1 l 6 0 0 0 0 
Stephens- 

Lang 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 | 
W.Disney 1 0 1 0 0 0 0) 
Totals 52 47 4 7 4 7 3 
Samuel Goldwyn (1941-42) 0 1 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TOM, DICK AND HARRY, comedy; asso. prod.,| 
Robert Sisk; dir.. Garson Kanin; screenplay, Paul | 
Jerrico; camera, Merritt Gerstan. Cast: Ginger Rogers, 
George Murphy, Alan Marshall, Burgess Meredith, Joe 
Cunningham, Jane Seymour, Lenore Lonergan. 

MY LIFE WITH CAROLINE, comedy; assoc. prod., 
William Hawks; dir., Lewis Milestone; play by George 
Berrand and Louis Verneuil; adaptation by John Van| 
Druten; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Ronald Colman, 
Anna Lee, Charles Winninger, Gilbert Roland, Hugh 
O'Connell, Murray Alper, Matt Moore, Jeanine Crispin. 

PARACHUTE BATTALION (1941-42), drama: asso. | 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Leslie Goodwins; screen- | 
play, John Twist and Capt. Hugh Fite: camera, J. Roy | 
Hunt. Cast: Robert Preston, Nancy Kelly, Edmond 
O’Brien, Harry Carey, Buddy Ebsen, Paul Kelly, Rich- | 
ard Cromwell. Robert Barrett. 


BEFORE THE FACT (1941-42), drama: prod. dir., | 
Alfred Hitchcock: from the novel by Frances Iles: | 
camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Cary Grant, Joan 


Fontaine, Cedric Hardwicke, Nigel Bruce, Dame May 
Whitty Isabel Jeans, Heather Angel, Auriol Lee. 

LADY SCARFACE, drama: asso, prod., Cliff Reid: 
dir.. Frank Woodruff; screenplay, Arnaud d’Usseau. 
Richard Collings; camera, Nick Musucara. Cast: Den- 
nis O’Keefe, Judith Anderson, Frances Neal. Rank 
Brooks, Mildred Coles, Eric Blore, Lee Bonnell, Marion 
Martin, Horace MacMahon 

DUDE COWBOY, (1941-42), western; asso. prod., 
Bert Gilroy; dir.. David Howard; screenplay, Morton 
Grant; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Marjorie | 
Reynolds, Eddie Dew, ‘Lasses White, Ray Whitley, 
Helen Holmes. ; , ; 

THE DEVIL AND DANIEL WEBSTER (41-42), 
drama; prod., William Dieterle; asso. prod., Charles L. | 
Glett; story by Stephen Vincent Benet; screenplay, Dan | 
Totheroh; camera. Joseph August. Cast: Thomas | 
Mitchell, Walter Huston, James Craig, Anne Shirley, | 
Jane Darwell, Simone Simon, John Qualen, Gene | 
Lockhart, Alex Craig, Frank Conlan, Casey Johnson. 

FATHER TAKES A WIFE, comedy-drama (41-42); 
asso. prod., Lee S. Marcus; dir., Jack Hively; screen- 
play, Dorothy and Herbert Fields Cast: Adolphe 
Menjou, Gloria Swanson, John Howard, Desi Arnaz. 
Florence Rice, Helen Broderick, Neil Hamilton, George 
Meador, Grady Sutton. 

THE GAY FALCON, formerly MEET THE VIKING, 
formerly THE GAY FALCON, drama; asso. prod., 
Howard Benedict; dir., Irving Reis; orig. by Michael 
Arlen; screenplay, Lynn Rott and Frank Fenton: cam- 
era, Nick Musuraca. Cast: George Sanders, Wendy 
Barrie, Allen Jenkins, Anne Hunter, Gladys Cooper, 
Edward S. Bréphy, Arthur Shields, Damian O'Flynn, 
Turhan Bey, Eddie Dunn, Lucile Gleason. 

LOOK WHO’S LAUGHING, formerly LOOK WHO’S 
TALKING, comedy; asso. prod.-dir. Allan Dawn; 
screenplay, James V. Kern; camera, Frank Redman. 
Cast: Edgar Bergen, ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ Jim Jordan, 
Marion Jordan, Lucille Ball, Lee Bonnell, Dorothy 
Lovett, Harold Peary, Isabel Randolph, Irving Bacon, 
Neil Hamilton. 

MEXICAN SPITFIRE’S BABY, formerly LORD 
EPPING SEES A GHOST, comedy; asso. prod., Leslie 
Goodwins; dir. Cliff Reid; screenplay, Jerry Cady; 


| June Lang, 


| triguing yarn. 


| using 
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Film Reviews | 








POISON PEN 


greater possibilities in the reading; 


than in the dual screen adaptation 
by William Freshman and Doreen 
Montgomery. This yarn, of course, 


| indicates_it was written long before 


Llewellyn achieved greater note with 
his now fzr-flung, successful novel, 
‘How Green Was My Valiey,’ pres- 
ently being filmed in Hollywood. 
‘Poison Pen,’ in fact, was probably 
made several years ago, before the 
war. 

The VU. S. saleable _ possibilties 
would possibly be limited to the ex- 
tent of Flora Robson's popularity, 
which probably can be measured best 
in terms of her smash notices in the 
past season's Broadway legit horror 
hit, ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ Miss 
Robson, as one familiar with her 
sordid type of roles might guess, is 
the mad, inhibited person, a sup- 
posedly reputable benefactress in the 
little English village where her 
brother is the vicar. The title is de- 
rived from her practiced penmanship 
to various townspeople, anonymous- 
ly written, and inciting ugly scan- 
dals that result in one suicide and 
in the murder of another. 

Miss Robson, of course, is her 
usually excellent self in a too sordid 
film whose boxoffice potentialities 
must be restricted in view, particu- 
larly, of the grave times. Reginald 
Tate, as the vicar; Ann Todd, the 
latter’s daughter, and all the others 
give creditable performances. 

Naka. 


REDHEAD 


Monogram release of FT. E. Chadwick 
production. Stars June Lang, Johnny 
Downs; features Eric Blore, Weldon Hey- 


burn, Anna Chandler, 
Cahn. Screenplay by 


Directed by Edward 
Conrad Seiler, Dor- 





othy Reid; based on novel by Vera Brown; 
camera, Andre Bariatier; editor, Carl Vier- 
son. At New York, N. Y., week June 25, 
‘41, dualed Running time: 64 MINS, 
Se SN A aa ks 6Gc we ee ee eee an June Lang 
| ae ee eee Johnny Downs 
IN Ce iait 5's. Ss ona ts “cites wee ed Eric Blore 
eS Rarer .Frank Jaquet 
a EI ce Weldon Heyburn 
a... Perr rere Anna Chandle) 
BRA Serer ere mo Harry Burns 
ER Pe ee Raron Emerson 
OED s i'w6:x0.b006.64 00's aes Ralina Zarova 
Some mighty capable talent is 


| wasted in ‘Redhead,’ a remake whose 
| original novel lacked essential dra- 


matic angles. Direction is lifeless. 
Johnny Downs, Eric 
Blore and Weldon Heyburn might 
have made something of a more in- 


Film will have tough 


sledding even on lower half of | 
| weakie dualers. 
‘Redhead’ was done back in 1934 


| with Bruce Cabot and Grace Brad- 
| ley as leads, and again Monogram is 


the title. It proved a mild 


entry as the original picture. 

As projected here it is the oft-told 
tale of the spendthrift son who is 
inveigled into marrying a chance- 
acquaintance—a tired-of-life redhead 
(June Lang). Pappy is delighted to 
get his wastrel son off his hands and 
offers the gal $10,000 if she’ll make 
aman of him. She nearly succeeds, 


but in doing so falls in love with 
the lad, 

_Too much of picture covers the 
silly endeavors of the worthless 
young rich man and his wife in 
name only to make a go of a road- 
side hamburger stand. Wear. 


Soviet Frontiers on the 


Danube 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Arikino release of Central Ukrainian 
Studio of Documentary Films production. 
Directed by [. Kopalin and I. Poselsky At 
Central, N 4 week June 28, ‘41, 


a i ee 
ning time, 60 MINS. 





Apparently on the theory that Hit- 


Soviet cause respectable to the U. S. 
this Artkino release was booked into 


Continued from page 12, 
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old masses of Soviet armed might. 
Powerful as the Russian horde may 
seem in film, the next few weeks’ 
headlines will tell a great deal more 
accurately how effective the army is 
in actual battle. 

Picture, running 60 minutes, is said 
to have arrived in the U. S. only a 
few weeks ago. English commentary 


was added in New York and the 
film rushed to the screen. In some 
ways ‘Frontiers’ is more effective 
than ‘Mannerheim Line,’ the Mos- 


cow-produced film of some months 
ago, showing the Soviet-Finnish war, 
but due to its lack of action it is 
generally inferior. Still, it can 
hardly do the Soviet cause in the 
U. S. any harm, particularly with 
the faithful comrades of ‘The Party.’ 


Also on the current bill at the 
Central, N. Y., is another U.S. S. R. 
propaganda piece, ‘The Red Army,’ a 
short. It’s merely a straight rehash 
of shots of the Soviet army on pa- 
rade in the Red Square, in the field, 


in training, etc. Hobe. 
(DOCUMENTARY) 
William Alexander = and Herbert 


Edwards release of travelog filmed by Rey 
Scott; screen adaptation, Ralph School- 
man; music, Edward Craig: production 
supervision, Bud Pollard; technical super- 
vision, Ld Ling Ai; narration, Niles Welch; 
ferward by Dr. Lin Yutane. At World, 
N. Y¥.. June 8, ‘41. Running time, 
135 MINS. 





This pictorial record of a news- 
paperman’s trek from Hong Kong, 
over the Burma Road to Chungking 


and thence over the Red Highway to 
Mongolia and the remote districts of 
Tibet, is one of the most illuminating 
and at the same time most moving 
documentaries ever made. It is an 
inspiring testament of the idealism, 
courage and resourcefulness of the 
Chinese. And, incidentally, it offers 
appallingly graphic evidence of the 
barbarity of Japanese aggress?on 
against China. 

Despite these favorable qualities, 
‘Kukan’ (said to be the Chinese 
word for courage) is a limited box- 
office bet. For it is much too long, 
is frequently poorly photographed 
(although, considering the difficul- 
ties, the camera work is surprisingly 
good) and above all suffers from 
that inevitable flaw of documen- 
taries—lack of story. Still, the prim- 
ary idea of the film is obviously 
propaganda and educational rather 
than money-making, so -it should 
serve its purpose surpassingly. 

Picture is said to have been made 
by correspondent Rey Scott on 16- 
mm. film. It’s in color and contains 
hundreds of feet of material rarely, 
if ever, filmed before. even by still 
photographers. Ghastly climax of 
the pictfire, one of the most horrify- 
ing scenes of its kind ever photo- 
graphed, shows the Japanese bomb- 
ing of Chungking. Filmed from 
across the river, this sequence shows 


the formations of planes and the 
roaring inferno they made of the 
bamboo-tinder city. Film is likely 


to become an epic example of a na- 


| tion’s shame, 


Run- 


| Daumeier 


Rest .of the picture includes une 
ending views of vast Chinese scenes 
and people. Scott's brilliant selection 
of Chinese types is everywhere 
shown. Thus the film illustrates, as 
no other pictures possibly ever have, 
the Henitioes expanse of China and 
the almost unbelievable tenacity that 
has enabled the Chinese to hold out 
against all the fury Japan has been 
able to throw against them. Hobe. 

; 
' 
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| Eloquent Puppets 














and post-war Czecho- 


| Slovakia.’ 
ler’s attack on Russia has made the | 


the Central theatre, in Times Square, | 


the first Commintern picture to play 
a Broadway house in the two years 
since Stalin and the Nazis startled 
the world (and U. S. Communists) 
with their non-aggression pact. 
Whether the American public is 
ready to accept a ‘whitewashed’ Rus- 
sia is a still-dubious question. How- 
ever, it seems likely that this Soviet 
documentary propaganda piece will 
prove a strong boxoffice bet, at least 
while the German-Russian armies 
are locked in combat. But its appeal 
appears destined to be topical and 
therefore brief. 

‘Soviet Frontiers on the Danube’ 
refers to the territories of Bessarabia 
and Northern Bukovina, which Rou- 
mania, under Nazi pressure, ceded to 
Moscow last year. Subject to the 
usual technical inadequacies of all 
Russian-made films, this propaganda 
release shows the seemingly-endless 
Soviet forces rumbling across the 
newly-acquired land. There is a ges- 
ture toward demonstrating Moscow's 
economic reorganization of the ter- 
ritory, but that remains mostly a 
gesture. 

As an attempt to show how tough 
the Red forces are. the picture suf- 
fers from the fact that no hostilities 
are shown. Thus, it’s little more 
than just another view of the same 


ice ee a ee ee — 
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|pears foolish to egg an 


Lawrence explained how Daume- 


.|ier, the French artist, propagandized 


against Louis Napoleon with a pup- 
pet caricature of the French tyrant. 
As for the Czechs, he said, a wave 
of puppet propaganda work in 1918 
is often credited with being the last 
effort that created a Republic. 

“You just can’t talk back to a pup- 
pet,’ Lawrence declared. ‘It also ap- 
inanimate, 
even though an eloquent object.’ 
Lawrence’s idea is to have the Pup- 
peteers of America serve as a clear- 
ing house for the military marionets 
in co-op with the United Service 
Organization. 





Drive-Ins No Patent 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Complaint of Park-In-Theatres, 
Inc., charging M. A. Rogers with in- 
fringement of a patent through his 
operation of a drive-in film house, 
was dismissed by Judge Harry A. 
Hollzer in U. S. District Court. 

Court ruled that the Rogers thea- 
tre, near Colton, was not an infringe- 
ment of any patent. 


























Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


—— 








In the face of blistering weather, “CAUGHT 
IN THE DRAFT” turns in an absolutely 
phenomenal box-office record... actually 
running 30% ahead of “Road to Zanzibar,” 
which up to now was Paramount’s No. 1 
money-hit for 1940-41! 
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camera, Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Leon Errol, Lupe 
Velez, Don Woods, ZaSu Pitts, Elizabeth Risdon. 

SIX GUN GOLD, western (41-42); asso. prod., David 
Howard: dir., Bert Gilroy; orig. story, Tom Gibson; 
screenplay, Norton S. Parker. Cast: Tim Holt, Lee 
‘Lasses’ White, Ray Whitley, Jane Clayton, Fern Em- 
met, Lane Chandler. Davidson Clark. 


RKO Pix Now in Production 


THE LITTLE FOXES (Goldwyn) (1941-42), drama; 
dir., William Wyler; screenplay, Lillian Hellman; cam- 
era, Greg Toland. Cast: Bette Davis, Richard Carlson, 
Patricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid, Dan Duryea, 
Charles Dingle, Teresa Wright, Jessie Grayson, John 
Marriott. 

WEEKEND FOR THREE, comedy; asso. prod., Tay 
Garnett: dir., Irving Reis; orig. by Budd Schulberg; 
screenplay, Dorothy Parker and Alan Campbell; cam- 
era, Russell Metty. Cast: Dennis O'Keefe, Jane Wyatt, 
Philip Reed, Edward Everett Horton, Franklin Pang- 
born, Marion Martin. 

UNEXPECTED UNCLE, comedy; asso. prod. Tay 
Garnett; dir., Peter Godfrey; orig. stcery, Eric Hatch; 
camera, Robert DeGrasse. Cast: Anne Shirley, James 
Craig, Charles Coburn, Astrid Allwyn, Jed Prouty, 
Russell Gleason. 

OBLIGING YOUNG LADY, comedy-drama; asso. 

rod., Howard Benedict; dir., Richard Wallace; orig. by 

erenc Molnar; screenplay, Sam and Bella Spewack. 
Cast: Joan Carroll, Edmond O’Brien, Ruth Warwick, 
Richard Carlson, Franklyn Pangborn, Marjorie Gate- 
son, John Miljan, George Cleveland, Charles Lane, 
Andrew Tombes, Pierre Watkins, Fortunio Bonanova, 
Elmira Sessions, 





Republic 





Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot, 

40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-4 41-42 
Features 28 25 2 3 1 0 0 
Westerns 30 28 0 2 2 0 0 
Serials 4 4 0 1 0 0 1 
Totals 62 57 2 6 3 0 = 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


MOUNTAIN MOONLIGHT, formerly THUNDER 
OVER THE OZARKS, comedy-drama; asso. prod., 
Armand Schaefer; dir., Nick Grinde; screenplay, John 
Kraft, Mauri Grashin and Dorrell and Stuart Mc- 
Gowan; orig., Arthur Vernon Jones; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Weaver Bros. and Elviry, Betty Jane 
Rhodes, John Archer, Loretta Weaver, George Ernest, 
Frank Sully, Kane Richmond. 

JUNGLE GIRL, serial; asso. prod., H. S. Brown, Jr., 
dir., William Witney and Jack English; screenplay, 
Ronald Davidson, Norman S. Hall, Bill Lively, Joseph 
O’Donnell, Joseph Poland, Alfred Batson; camera, 
Reggie Lanning. Cast: Frances Gifford, Tom Neal, 
Eddie Acuff, Tommy Cook, Al Taylor, Bud Geary, 
Frank Lackteen, Bob Barron, Kikume, Ken Tarrell. 

HURRICANE SMITH, drama; asso. prod., Robert 
North; dir.. Bernard Vorhaus; orig. story, Charles G. 
Booth; screenplay, Robert Presnell; camera, Ernest 
Miller. Cast: Ray Middleton, Jane Wyatt, J. Edward 
Bromberg, Harry Davenport, Henry Brandon, Frank 
Darien, Rod Bacon, Elliott Sullivan, Eddie Chandler. 

GANGS OF SONORA, western; asso. prod., Louis 
Grey; dir., Jack English; orig. screenplay, Albert De- 
Monde and Doris Schroeder; camera, Bud Thackery. 
Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rufe Davis, June 
Johnson, Helen MacKellar, Robert Frazer, Bud Taggert, 
Jack Lawrence, Bud Geary. 

SUNSET IN WYOMING, formerly UNDER FIESTA 
STARS, western; asso. prod., Harry Grey; dir., William 
Morgan; no writing credits; camera, Reggie Lanning. 
Cast: Gene Autrey, Smiley Burnette, Maris Wrixon, 
George Cleveland, Robert Kent, Sarah Edwards, Dick 
Elliott, Sammy Blystone, Monte Blue, Fred Burns, 
Eddie Dew. 

TEN NIGHTS IN BARROOM, drama; asso. prod. and 
dir. George Sherman; no writing credits; camera, 
Ernest Miller. Cast: Frank Albertson, Robert Arm- 
strong, Linda Hayes, Skeets Gallagher, Paul Fix, 
Emmett Vogon, Tim Ryan, Bob McKenzie, Russell 
Simpson, Frank Wilder, Billy Benedict, William Haade, 
Chuck Morrison, Jay Novello, Charles Sullivan. 


Public Pix in Production 


ICE-CAPADES, drama; asso. prod., Robert North: 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Dorothy Lewis, James Ellison, Jerry 
Colonna, Vera Vague, Alan Mowbray, Phil Silvers, Gus 
Schilling, Renie Riano, Belita, Vera Hruba, Megan 
Taylor, Red McCarthy, Robin Lee, Phil Taylor. 

KING OF THE TEXAS RANGERS, serial; asso. 

rod., H. S. Brown, Jr.; dir., William Whitney and Jack 

nglish; orig. screenplay by Ronald Davidson, Norman 
S. Hall, William Lively, Joseph O’Donnell, Joseph F, 
Poland; camera, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Sammy Baugh, 
Duncan Renaldo, Neil Hamilton, Pauline Moore, Monte 
Blue, Josef Forte, Howard Hughes, Bob Barron, Stanley 
Blystone, Roy Barcroft, William Kellogg, Buck Bryant. 

RAGS TO RICHES, drama; prod.-dir., Joseph Kane: 
no writing credits; camera, William Nobles. Cast: Alan 
Baxter, Mary Carlisle, Jerome Cowan, Eddie Acuff, 
Paul Porcasi, Ralfe Harolde, Susanne Kaaren. 


20th Century-Fox 


Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 
40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Features 52 50 2 5 0 4 7 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

ACCENT ON LOVE, formerly THE MAN WITH A 
SHOVEL, formerly RETURN TO LIFE, drama; 
asso. prod., Walter Morosco, Ralph Dietrich; dir., Ray 
McCarey; orig. by Dalton Trumbo; screenplay, John 
Larkin; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George Mont- 
gomery, Osa Massen, J. Carrol Naish, Minerva Urecal, 
Cobina Wright, Jr., Stanley Clements, - Hector Sarno, 
Thurston Hall John Banner. 

MOON OVER MIAMI, formerly MIAMI, musical 
(Technicolor), asso. prod., Harry Jo Brown; dir., Walter 
Lang; screenplay, Vincent Lawrence and Brown 
Holmes; camera, Peverell Marley and Allen M. Davey. 
Cast: Don Ameche, Betty Grabel, Robert Cummings, 
Charlotte Greenwood, Jack Haley, Carole Landis, Co- 
bina Wright, Jr., Laird Cregar, Condos Brothers. 

SUN VALLEY SERENADE, formerly SUN VALLEY, 
musical (1941-42), asso, prod., Milton Sperling, dir., H. 
Bruce Humberstone: screenplay, Robert Ellis and Helen 
Logan; camera, Edward Cronjager. Cast: Sonja Henie, 
John Payne, Glenn Miller Orch, Milton Berle, Joan 
paris. Nicholas Brothers. 

TO KILL, formerly THE DEAD TAKE 
NO BOWS, drama (41-42): asso. prod., Sol. M. Wurtzel; 
dir, Eugene Forde; screenplay, Stanley Rauh and Man- 








P hing O'Connor; camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: 


g 


ee 





Lloyd Nolan, Mary Beth Hughes, Sheila Ryan, William 
Demarest, Ben Carter, Virginia Brissac, Erwin Kalser. 
BELLE STARR, drama (41-42) (Technicolor); asso. 
prod., Kenneth Macgowan; dir., Irving Cummings; no 
writing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. 
Cost: Gene Tierney, Randolph Scott, Shepperd Strud- 
wick. Dana Andrews, Louise Beavers, Olin Howland, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Chill Wills, Paul Burns. 


DANCE HALL, formerly THE BOUNCER AND THE 
LADY, formerly DANCE HALL, drama; asso, prod., 
Sol Wurtzel; dir., Irving Pichel; adapted from novel 
by W. R. Burnett; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Cesar 
Romero, Carole Landis, William Henry, June Storey, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Charles Halton, Pere Launders. 


LAST OF THE DUANES, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; story by Zane 
Grey; screenplay, Irving Cummings, Jr., and William 
Conselman, Jr.; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George 
Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Eve Arden, Francis Ford, 
George Stone, Joseph Sawyer, Truman Bradley. 


PRIVATE NURSE (41-42), comedy drama; exec. 
prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., David Burton; orig. screen- 
play, Samuel G. Engel; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: 
Jane Darwell, Brenda Joyce, Sheldon Leonard, Robert 
Lowery, Ann Todd, Kay Linaker, Frank Sully. 


CHARLIE CHAN IN RIO (41-42), drama; exec. 
prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., Harry Lachman; screenplay, 
Samuel G. Engel and Lester Ziffern; camera, Joseph P. 
MacDonald. Cast: Sidney Toler, Mary Beth Hughes, 
Cobina Wright, Jr.. Ted North, Victory Jory, Harold 
Huber, Sen Yung, Robert Derr, Jacqueline Dalya, Kay 
Linaker. 


20th-Fox Pix in Production 


A YANK IN THE R.A.F. (41-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Lou Edelman; dir., Henry King; screenplay, Darrell 
Ware and Karl Tunberg; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Betty Grable, John Sutton, Reginald 
Gardiner, Donald Stuart, John Wilde, Richard Frazer. 

CHARLEY’S AUNT (41-42), comedy; asso. prod., Wil- 
liam Perlberg; dir., Archie Mayo; no writing credits; 
camera, Peverell Marley. Cast: Jack Benny, James 
Ellison, Kay Francis, Rh imund Gwenn, Arleen Whelan, 
Laird Cregar, Ernest Cossart, Richard Haydn, Anne 
Baxter. 

WILD GEESE CALLING, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Harry Joe Brown; dir., John Brahm; screenplay, Hor- 
ace McCoy, based on novel by Stewart Edward White; 
camera, Lucien Ballard. Cast: Henry Fonda, Joan Ben- 
nett, Warren William, Ona Munson, Barton MacLane, 
Russell Simpson. 

MARRY THE BOSS’ DAUGHTER, comedy: asso. 
prod., Lou Ostrow; dir., Thornton Freenland; orig. 
screenplay, Jack Andrews; camera, Charles Clark. 
Cast: Brenda Joyce, Bruce Edwards, George Barbier, 
Hardie Albright, Ludwig Stossel, Bodil Rosing, Frank 
Sully. 

RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE, western; prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; orig. by Zane 
Grey; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: George Mont- 
gomery, Mary Howard, Patsy Patterson, Lynn Roberts, 
Jane Richmond, Oscar O’Shea, Leroy Mason, William 
Pagan, Richard Lane, Ethan Laidlaw, Robert Barrat, 
James Gillette. 

HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY (41-42), drama; 
Darryl F. Zanuck, production; dir., John Ford; screen- 
play, Philip Dunne; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: 
Walter Pidgeon, Maureen O’Hara, John Loder, Anna 
Lee, Roddy McDowell, Donald Crisp, Sara Allgood, 
Evan S. Evans, James Monks, Patric Knowles, Arthur 
Shields, Richard Frazer, Rhys Williams. 

WE GO FAST (41-42), comedy; asso. prod., Lou 
Ostrow; dir., William McGann; orig. by Douglas Welch; 
camera, Harry Jackson. Cast: Sheila Ryan, Lynn Bari, 
Alan Curtis, Don Forest, Ernest Truex, George Lessey, 
Tom Dugan. 

MAN AT. LARGE, meller; asso. prod., Ralph Dietrich; 
dir.. Eugene Forde; orig. screenplay, John Larkin; 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
Derr, George Reeves, Milton Parsons, Steve Geray. 

WEEKEND IN HAVANA (41-42), formerly CARIB- 
BEAN CRUISE, formerly HONEYMOON IN HAVANA, 
musical (Technicolor); asso. prod., William LeBaron; 
dir., Walter Lang; music, Mack Gordon and Harry 
Warren; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Alice Faye, 
Carmen Miranda, Cesar Romero, John Payne, Cobina 
Wright, Jr., George Barber, Leonid Kinsky. 


United Artists 


Com- 
pleted 
1 





Prom, 


Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 
40-41 


ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Goldwyn 


Selznick 
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Total sold 22. 

Five cancelled. 

1 to release for °40-41. 

Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


_NEW WINE (1941-42), musical; asso. prod., Dr. Wil- 
liam Sekely; dir.; Rheinhold Scheunzel: original by 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; camera, John Mescal. Cast: 
Ilona Massey, Binnie Barnes, Alan Curtis, Albert Bas- 
serman, Billy Gilbert. 

LYDIA, formerly ILLUSIONS (1941-42), drama: 
Alexander Korda production; dir., Julian Duvivier: 
screenplay, Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; camera, George 
Barnes. Cast: Merle Oberon, Alan Marshall, Joseph 
Cotten, Hans Jaray, George Reeves, Edna May Oliver, 
John Halliday, Sara Allgood, Billy Roy. 

INTERNATIONAL LADY, formerly G-MEN OF 
SCOTLAND YARD (1941-42), meller; Edward Small 
prod.; dir., Tim Whalen; screenplay, E. Lloyd Sheldon, 
Jack de Witt, Howard Estabrook; camera, Hal Mohr. 
Cast: Ilona Massey, George Brent, Basil Rathbone, 
Marjorie Gateson, Wyndham Standing, Gene Lockhart, 
Rita Quigley, George Zucco. 


UA Pictures in Production 


SUNDOWN (1941-42), drama; Walter Wanger pro- 
duction; dirs., Ernst Lubitsch and Henry Hathaway; 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Spanish Film 











ing in all of Spain. If the decree 
snuffs out foreign picts the gov- 
ernment or privates will have to 
construct new studios and bring 
in new equipment, or inveigle for- 
eign producers to do so. Otherwise, 
there’s going to be a dearth of pic- 
tures here next season. 


Totalitarians Caught 
Up With the Yanks 


In the past Spain’s needs were met 
primarily by Hollywood, but in the 
last year the totalitarians. caught up 
with the Yanks. Recently released 
statistics show that the number of 
films released in Madrid last year 


were 248. Of this total Germany 
claimed 82, with the U.S. second 
with 77 and Spain a bad third with 
only 25. Italy came next with 20, 
followed by the British with 14, 
France and Argentina with 10 apiece, 
and Mexico 3. Italo-Spanish pro- 
duction chalked up six and Portu- 
guese Spanish production one. 


This low production figure has 
been and continues to be a night- 
mare to Spanish cinema leaders and 
to Spain’s cultural and economic 
chiefs who want to purge the coun- 
try of foreign intellectual and cul- 
tural influence and reduce currency 
exports to the absolute minimum, 
even though much is not being taken 
out now. 


An existing law has made it a 
primary requisite for a foreign firm 
to produce one pict in Spain for 
every 10 import licenses granted. 
Furthermore present currency re- 
strictions here made it impossible, 
for foreign producers to withdraw 
their earnings from Spain. ° 


The currency restrictions as ap- 
plied to the industry admittedly was 
to oblige foreign producers to em- 
ploy their frozen assets here for do- 
mestic production. Sold abroad, 
these picts would permit the foreign 
producers to indirectly get hold of 
the earnings frozen here by the 
profits realized outside of Spain on 
their Spanish production—Spain, of 
course, claiming a certain share of 
these foreign profits. 


No Solutions for U.S. 


This necessarily obliged foreign 
producers, especially Americans 
since it effected them most, to pro- 
duce high grade picts. Second raters 
could not have found any market 
abroad and would not have solved 
the Yanks’ problem as far as their 
frozen assets here were concerned. 

In this way Spain subtly hoped to 
get Hollywood to create at its own 
expense an industry in Spain com- 
peting with its own for the South 
American market. It was asking the 
Yanks to improve Spanish produc- 
tion, to bring in first rate techni- 
cians, to construct new studios, bring 
in new equipment and to train Span- 
ish thesps and technicians so that 
they could eventually stand on their 
own feet and produce for domestic 
and foreign consumption. Legisla- 
tion may have done the rest. 


The Yanks turned their backs to 
this bit of strategy. RKO did pro- 
duce a pic, ‘Baleares,’ here but it’s 
so bad and the Spanish claim ‘his- 
torically untrue’ that the authorities 
have banned it unless it is remade. 
Other Hollywood firms occasionally 
purchased a Spanish pict with their 
frozen assets for exploitation abroad. 


Continued from page 13 





Results were poor, however, as it did 
not help the Yanks get their dinero. | 


Film Industry Took In | 
$38,400,000 in °40-41| 


A review of what’s happened in 
Spain during the last year shows 
that’the industry collected $38,400,- 
000 in receipts, or 480,000,000 pesetas, 
out of a total of $50,000,000 for all 
amustment receipts. A total of 248 
picts were shown in Madrid. The 
Italo-Spanish pict, ‘Siege of the Al- 
cazar,’ broke all records by having 
a run of 77 days at the Cine Aven- 
ida, grossing close to 1,000,000 pe- 
setas. The German ‘Heroes of the 
Track’ ran 49 days as a first-run, 
Spanish pict, ‘Quien Me Compra Un 
Lio,’ and the Yank, ‘Captairis Coura- 
geous,’ both 35 days. Rated the best 
picts of the year were ‘Captains 
Courageous’ and ‘Siege of the Al- 
cazar,’ with other hits being Yank 
picts ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ ‘A Day at the 
Races,’ ‘Hardy and Family,’ ’Boys 
Town,’ ‘Pasteur’ and ‘Marie Stuart’ 
(‘Mary, Queen of Scotland’). 

Rated tops among Spanish picts 
were ‘La Gitanilla,’ ‘La Dolores,’ ‘La 
Tonta del Bote,’ ‘Julietta y Romeo’ 
and ‘El Famoso Carballeira. The 








National Syndicate named ‘La Dol- | 


s Bog 





Down 7 


ores’ as best Spanish film of the 
year. 

Spencer Tracy, Carey Grant, Irene 
Dunne, Deanna Durbin, Mickey 
Rooney, Katharine Hepburn and 
Paul Muni were rated the best Yank 
b.o. draws, with Grant and Miss 
Durbin winning contest conducted 
by mag Primer Plano. Danielle 
Darrieux and Emil Jannings were 
popular among the Continentals. 

Julio Pena, Jesus Tordesilla, Fer- 
nando Fernandez de Cordoba among 
the Spanish male thesps and Josita 
Hernana among femmes rated tops, 
with National Syndicate naming 
Jesus Tordesilla and Senorita Her- 
mana best while Primer Plano se- 
lected Julio Pena and same femme. 
Imperio Argentina and Conchita Mon- 
tenegro unquestionably rate higher 
in acting talent than Senorita Her- 
mana, but they only acted in Italian- 
made picts through 1940. 

The National Syndicate named 
Cifesa as the most active producer 
for 1940, Eusebio Fernandez Arda- 
vin best pilot and Rafael Gil best 
scenarist. Jose Lopez Rubio, Fer- 
nando Delgado, Florian Ray, Benito 
Perojo, Edgar Neville rate among 
the better of Spain’s crop of direc- 
tors while foreigners crowded out 
all Spaniards among the cameramen, 
with American Ted Pahl, French- 
man Andre Barreyre and German 
Heinrich Gaertner getting the nod. 














Dave Rose 
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ing on the labor end because of the 
scarcity of technicians, Rose said any 
production was difficult just now 
because there were so few ace play- 
ers to go around. Production is go- 
ing on only at the Shepherd’s Bush, 
Ealing and Denham studios. The 
whole end of Denham’s plant was 
burned out after being hit by bombs. 

Admitting it was difficult to cast 
‘Admirable Crichton,’ the next pic- 
ture set to go into production, Rose 
expressed hope that he might find 
a suitable English actor in Holly- 
wood who would play the lead. 

He stated that there was not much 
sentiment in Britain for having 
members of the British colony in 
Hollywood return to England for 
service. Feeling there today is that 
the Hollywood contingent of British 
had done its share in getting relief 
funds for Great Britain’s war ef- 
fort. Besides, as he explained it, 
their return would mean just that 
many more people to feed and clothe. 
(This is ‘contrary to an item, by 
Quentin Reywoilds, on page 4 of this 
issue, ) 

When different nationalities in 
Lisbon heard the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. announce the start of the 
Russian-German war early on June 
22, few people would believe it. 
It was not until later in the day, 
when other reports confirmed the 
broadcast, that they were convinced 
hostilities had started, Rose added. 

Frozen Coin 

Rose indicated that an effort is 
being made to form an opinion on 
the new frozen money pact, which 
goes into effect this fall. He had 
no knowledge of new developments 
regarding loosening up of presently 
frozen funds of American film com- 
panies in Britain. Rose explained 
that frozen funds could not be em- 
ployed in buying theatres in Eng- 
land although this money could be 


| used for distributor operations and 


in production to meet British film 


| quota obligations. 


Explaining that the present quota 
law had not been changed, he said 
that nearly all companies were In 


| default on their quota obligations for 


the year ended last March 31. 

Rose left for the Coast the same 
day he arrived in N. Y. because he 
wanted to talk with John W. Hicks, 
Jr., foreign chief, before ne started 
back east. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 1. 


‘Ball of Fire’ is new tag on Samuel 
Goldwyn’s ‘The Professor and the 
Burlesque Queen.’ 

‘The Do’s and Dont’s of Dancing’ 
became ‘Cuban Rhythm’ at Metro. 


‘The Men in Her Life’ is the third 
title for ‘Tonight Belongs to Us, 
originally ‘Woman of Desire,’ at Co- 
lumbia. 

Columbia switched from ‘The 
Medico Rides’ to ‘Thunder Over the 
Prairie.’ 

‘Strange Victory’ 
Girl Would’ at RKO. 

‘Forward March, Laurel-Hardy 
picture at 20th-Fox, became ‘Great 
Guns.’ ; ; 

Monogram shifted from ‘City Lim- 
its’ to ‘Father Steps Out.’ 


became ‘Any 
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Pounce on Topical Idea, Sell It Fast, 


Becomes the Credo of Film Writers 





Hollywood, July 1. 

The current event, quickly trans- 
latable into coin, has lured almost 
the last of the screen scribes down 
out of their old ivory towers. The 
newspaper and the newsy magazines 
have become the household gods of 
the ‘original’ story writers, and clip- 
pings from the dailies now clutter 
desks once reserved only for the 
classics and the thesaurus. 

Alert scanning of press dispatches, 
evaluation of headlines and bank- 
lines, of obscure items even, has 
largely taken the place of ancient 
and honorable hunch-getting and 
brow-beating as aids to dramaturgy. 
In a word, the lush topical item 
or situation is pounced on by the 
literary boys like pelicans on a Long 
Beach herring. a 

They—the literary practioners, not 
the pelicans, lay the still ink-wet 
selection, all dressed up in a fresh 
husk of ‘treatment’ or brief synopsis, 
and neatly garnished with a sem- 
blance of plot, at least, on the pro- 
ducers desks with the first morning 
mail—often within five or six hours 
after a first news publication. They 
may have worked all night getting 
together some kind of provocative 
continuity or thesis. Agents are at 
the studio doors before they open. 
The thing is done at fever heat, at 
a frantic pitch. The competish is 
fierce, and often breeds professional 
furies. As many as a dozen writers, 
staff and freelance, have burned the 
all-night bulbs and smoked the type- 
writer ribbons in the race to get 
first consideration on a news-born 
yarn during the past few months. 

The current event or topical story 
for the screen has strong. sales 
chances. Numerically, the topical 
stuff may not be more marketable 
than other types of film 
But it sells quickly, with probably 
the least effort and the best gamble 
for the freelancer. It need not even 
fit into any of the current cycles. 
The very ‘heat’ of the newsy story, 
with its exploitation values and pub- 
lic interest, puts a peculiar sales 
pressure on the producer and story 
buying executives. They’ve got to 
act fast, say yes or no right now, 
against their competitors. A topical 
Classification gets broad clearance at. 
the Hays office as amongst the ma- 
jor studios’ priority rights. Sales 
are apt to be hustled, if not always 
judiciously made, under these cir- 
cumstances. Time is the essence. A 
writer seldom has to wait more than 
@ day or two for a decision on this 
kind of snap material. The pay in 
some instances has been fabulous. 

Timid But Interested 

It is only recently that the screen 
has been very considerably inter- 
ested in echoing the news in its 
fiction features. Even yet, it is pretty 
timid in handling this kind of stuff, 
which is apt to have concealed con- 


troversial pitfalls and taboos under | 


its surface. 


History of motion pictures has had 


AAWAMA 
some obvious exceptions to that gen- 
eralization, however, as when War- 


ners started its gangster cycle and | 


moved into the G-Man variation, 
and when Darryl F. Zanuck at 20th- 
Fox based many of his earlier pro- 
duction exploits on a zealous scru- 
tiny of newspapers for a long list 
of topical successes, 


One of the earliest film exploita- | 


tions of matters of current moment 
was Warners filming in 1918 of the 
memoirs of James W. Gerard’s ‘My 


Four Years In Germany’ as the 
American ambassador to Germany. 
It had been serialized in the new: 
Papers prior to filming. Just a few 
years ago Warners again based a 
Couple of its most widely exploited 
pictures on the increasing scientific 
matter being popularized through 
newspapers and magazines. notably 


‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’. 
Preoccupation of film writers with 

all phases of the war is too obvious 

for comment. The Hess incident was 


On the desk of every producer in|} 


Hollywood within a few hours, in 
some elaborated story form or sug- 
Fested addition to pictures in work 
or already in the editing processes. 
In Multiple Version 

The vigilant reading of 
sheets and topical pictorial mags for 
film ideas by hundreds of Holly- 
Wood's" ablest screen writers ‘is 
bound, of course, to tend toward 
repetitious production. It has other 
complications. An item telling about 
the celebration of an anniversary 
of women suffrage granted by Wy- 
ming, for instance, simultaneously 
produced scripts dealing with that 
Picturesque historical event in at 


material. | 


news | 





Parsons Reelected 


Hollywood, July 1. 
E. W. Parsons has been reelected 


president of Local 40 of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and carried his entire slate 
into office with him. 

Walter E. Kenney is vice-prexy, 
Earl Counter, financial secretary; 
Harold Foss, treasurer; Al Speede, 
business representative. 


MORE DRIVE-IN 
THEATRE BLDG. 


Chicago, July 1. 


Illinois Drive-In Theatre Co., 
headed by N. S. Barger of the bur- 
ley Rialto, will open an auto the- 
atre on the suburban northside July 
12. 

Spot will wind up costing about 
$150,000 and will have a capacity of 
1,160 autos, each of which will have 
its individual sound outlet. 

In addition to pictures, the Drive- 
In will purvey sandwiches, drinks 
and other refreshments. It marks 
the closest Drive-in competition city 
proper has ever had. 











New Drive-In 
Erie, Pa., July 1. 
Skyway Drive-In opened here, on 
U. S. Route 5, seven miles west of 
this city. Owned and operated by 
| Carl Guerrein, a localite. Business 
| Weather for June chilly. 
Union projection- 





|only fair. 
Capacity 350 cars 


| ists. 


Last Under the Wire 
Montreal, July 1. 

Probably the last Canadian mov- 
ing picture theatre to be built in 
view of the law banning further 
construction of flick houses for the 
duration of the war, The Kent, 800- 
seater in the west end of the city, 
opened recently. It’s being op- 
erated as an independent. thea- 
tre, and all 
week’s operation, June 20-27, is be- 





ing donated to the ‘Wings for Brit- 
ain’ fund, the management an- 
nounces. 


The law permitted completion of 
theatres already well towards 
stage at the time the measure was 
enacted. 








New Des Moines Link 

| Des Moines, July 1. 
New Eastown theatre at E. Grand 
near E. 16th, opened. Seats 575. Af- 
filiated with Tri-State, Eastown will 


be managed by Louis Lepovitz; Ver- | 


non Carr, former chief of service at 
the Des Moines, assistant. 


Warners’ New Albany Nabe 
Albany, July 1. 
built for Warner Bros., will 
around July 15. 
playhouse constructed here since 
1931, when the 3.800-seat Palace was 


open 


proceeds of the first! is the Screen Actors 


‘tion. 








| Suggest 


that | 


| 
|} planned, but 
| was learned that certain extra lead- | 


The 700-seat Delaware, nabe being | 


DECREE COMPLAINTS 


First. Set. for 
Philly’s Stickler 


Frisco’s. Hearing— 


San Francisco, July 1. 

July 15 has been set for hearing | 
date on Frisco’s first consent decree | 
complaint, filed by Ray Syufy of the 
Rita, Valleio, over clearance. Dono- 
van O. Pet attorney, named arbi- | 
trator. 
Second complaint, also clearance, 
which was filed June 5, has not yet | 
been scheduled for hearing. Brought | 
by A. C. Karski of the Laurel, Oak- 
land, it seeks reduction of clearance 
to 45 or 50 days. Named are RKO, | 
Paramount, Loew’s, Metro, 20th and 
WB, plus the Palace and Parkway 





ere 


ers, 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


theatres (Golden State), Dimond 

(Dimond Theatre Co.), Tower 

(Transbay Theatres) and Capitol | 

(Foothill Amus. Co.). | 
A Stickler 

Arbitrator H. Evans Rhell has 


been handed the stickler whether a 
complaint on proper clearance brings 
up the question of ‘better runs,’ in | 
the case of the indie Palm theatre | 
against the Warner circuit and | 
three major distribs which opened | 
for argument yesterday (tender ). | 
Counsel for Paramount, 20th and | 

| 

| 


| 
Philadelphia, July 1. | 


Metro claim the case is,a ‘better run’ 
complaint and as such should not be 
heard at this time. (Under the con- 
sent decree all such complaints have | 
been ordered held over until after 
the buying season in the fall). 

Samuel and Morris Somerson, op- 
erators of the Palm, are asking that 
they obtain product seven days after 
the Stanley-Warner Kent and ob- 
jected to being forced to wait 14 
days after Warners’ Richmond and 
Wishart, claiming the latter two 
houses were not in a competitive 
area. The case wilé be resumed to- 
morrow (Wed.). . 


AFL REFUSES AID 
ON EXTRAS’ FIGHT 


Hollywood, July 1. 

The American Federation of Labor 
is refusing to interfere in-the extra 
setup in the Screen Actors Guild. | 
Following a complaint to the AFL | 
that extras were refused a vote in| 
the SAG, William Green, Federation | 
prexy, sent the following wire to | 
Harry Mayo, chairman of the Extras | 
Advisory Council: 

‘The Executive Council found 
from an examination of records and 
facts it lacked authority to interfere | 
Guild situa- 
The Council, however, wishes 
to be helpful in bringing about an 
adjustment in every possible way. | 
you present your case to 
organizer Aubrey Blair, representa- 
tive of the AFL in Hollywood.’ 

Mayo expressed _ dissatisfaction 
with the decision, and stated that the 
Council will continue its fight to 
full voting privileges for Class 
members of the Guild. He re- 
say what action was 
from other sources it 








get 
B 


fused _ to 


ers have been in touch with repre- 
sentatives of the Congress of Indus- 
trial Organization. 

The Council is now arranging pro- 
test meetings over the proposed new 
wage scales for extras. The SAG is 
preparing to conduct a mail ref- 


|}erendum on acceptance of the new 


It is the first chain | 


scales, which become effective Aug. 
1, if approved by the Class A and 
Class B members of the Guild. 





Greene’s ( Minnesota) 


placed in operation. Warners has 
four other Albany theatres, the 
Strand, Ritz, Albany and Madison. 
Fabian circuit operates three, the 
Palace, Grand and Leland Har- | 
manus Bleecker Hall, which was its 
fourth, has not been rebuilt since 
fire destroyed that historic theatre 
during the spring of 1940 

least four studios, none of which 


knew that another was working on 
it until weeks of preparation had 
gone on. Frank Lloyd finally made 
it as ‘The Lady From Cheyenne’. 

There are numerous other  in- 
of such duplication, 


| stances 


Or-Else to Distribs 


M inneapoi July 
Gordon Greene, one of the trustee 

for the 4,000-seat Minne 

now in receivership, will be 

York this week to call on 

agers of major film companies with 
a request for screen product that 
will permit the reopening and op- | 


eration of the de luxe $2,000,000 


| showhouse. } 


with | 


|much labor lost through secrecy of | 


] 


preparation. Numerous charges of 


plagiarism also have originated in 
these simultaneous story develop- 


iments from the same news source. 

| An instance of pictorial mag in- 
spiration for pictures was 
|Foyle’, an RKO production taken 
'from the white collar girl life rou- 
tine in a popular weekly. Several 
other studios also received tentative 
| treatments on the same story. 

The thumb-twiddling era of mo- 
tion picture hunching is gone with 
;the wind. The news peg is the 
| prolific’ source of quick-selling film 
yarns for trained screen craftsmen. 


‘Kitty | 


Failing in his endeavors to obtain 
sufficient major pictures, which } 
hitherto have been sewed up by | 
Minnesota Amus. Co, (Paramount)- 
Mort H. Singer pool in downtown 
Minneapolis, Greene says the thea- 
tre’s trustees are prepared to bring | 
a conspiracy suit or to institute other | 
legal action under the anti-trust | 
laws. Conspiracy indictments also 
may be sought, he declares. 

The Minnesota theatre was opened 
briefly recently to house ‘Fantasia’ 
which had a successful six weeks 
run, On two other occasions dur- 
ing recent years, since its abandon- | 
ment by the Paramount circuit, it | 
unsuccessfully has tried vaudfilm, | 
with independent films, | 


| 
} 


NW Indies Feel Better; Par’s 
Chain Has Only Metro Signed Up 





‘Start Pecking Away, Boys 





Hollywood, July 1. 

Warners dealt 

six writers on three plays, beginning 

with Ben Markson, who is working 

solo on the tale of ‘Across the At- 
lantic.’ 


Others are Charles Grayson 
Raymond Schrock on ‘The Great Di- 
vide,” and Fred Niblo, Jr., 


out assignments to 


Man From the FBI.’ 


FRISCO’S 9 PLM. 
‘NV’ PIX FAVORED 





San Francisco, July 1. 

First mass attempt on Coast to 
start the main at 9 p.m. 
seems to be working out okay ac- 
cording to Hal Neides, district man- 
ager for 17 Golden ptate’ and 
Francisco theatres. Introduced four 
weeks ago by Roy Cooper, assistant 
to circuit head Bob McNeil, plan 
permits patrons to catch the ‘A’ pic 
from the start and to skip the ‘B’ 
if they want to get home early. 


feature 


san 


Only plugging idea has had is a| 


boxed line in the classified theatre 
section in the dailies, just below San 


Francisco and Golden State sub- 
divisions, reading ‘Main Features 


At All S.F. 
may be) 


Starts Tonight at 9 p.m. 
(or Golden State, case 


as 


| Theatres.’ 





|Loew-Metro Home-Office 


Staffers Stage -Struck 


Office boys at Loew-Metro head- 
quarters in New York are planning 
a musicomedy for fall, written, di- 
rected and played by themselves. 
Book, music and lyrics are virtually 
completed and the errand-runners 
are now seeking financing. They’re 
looking to Charles C. Moskowitz, 
v.p. of Loew’s, who had previously 
angeled their baseball team, for aid. 

Book for the show has been writ- 
ten by Lee Goldsmith, of the pur- 
chasing department. He has also 
contributed some of the music, ma- 
jority of which is being provided by 
Paul Klein, of the auditing -depart- 
ment. Others aiding with music and 
lyrics are Bernard Weichselbaum, of 
the film department, and Bob Bals- 


Been sovnnsenvereniecenencavencgsercensciacieye juan ‘ Prey HntCMMRTcNs nu 
= saregnsinaeiin 


F 


and | 


Owen | 
Crump and Thomas Lennon on ‘The | 


| New York Theatres 


Minneapolis, July 1. 

| Revelations that Minnesota Amus, 
| Co. (Paramount) has franchises with 
| only one of the consent decree coms 
| panies, Metro, instead of with four 
| of the five, as originally believed, is 
| relieving Minnesota independent ex- 
| hibitors’ tension resulting from the 
companies’ ban on selling since en- 
!actment of the state law contraven- 
ing the consent decree’s groups-of- 
five selling plan and requiring dis- 
tributors to sell their entire season’s 
product. 
| Although Northwest Allied, which 
| sp mynsored ihe law, recently voted to 
stand behind the measure even to 
the extent of helping to oppose the 
issuance of a temporary injunction 
| to restrain its enforcement in case 
| that its validity is attacked, some of 
s leading members had not been 
concealing their worry over the pro- 
tracted ban on selling, now in its 
110th week, and the. distributors’ 
seeming indifference as manifested 
by their delay in taking any legal 
or other steps to pave the way for 
correcting the situation, 

Now, however, that it develops 
| that the Paramount affiliate is vir- 
| tually in the same boat with regard 





tl 
it 


L.to product for, the new CASON. BSA? S, e-oneb ee 


| independents, the latter are breath- 
ing somewhat easier. The indies 
ean't see the distributors letting the 
big Par circuit down and they pre- 
dict that all the companies, excepting 
possibly Metro, will find some way 
to sell in Minnesota if it’s at all pos- 
| sible to do so--even under the state 
law, providing that’s necessary. 
Without 20th-Fox, Paramount and 
Warners the Paramount chain hardly 
| could keep its houses open, the boys 
point out 








| Local trade circles still believe the 
| consent decree companies first will 
| go before the federal court in New 
York and ask to be exempted from 
| the decree sales’ provisions in Mine 
| nesota. If the request is denied, it's 
expected that an attack will be made 
in the Minnesota courts on the state 
law’s constitutionality and that a 
temporary injunction will be sought 
restraining the measure’s enforce- 
ment until its validity finally is deter- 
mined. 


Although it isn’t selling, RKO has 
announced tradeshowings of its first 
group of five pictures under the de- 
cree at the St. Louis Park theatre, 
July 14-19, and invitations have gone 
out to exhibitors. 








don, 
staff. 
Femmes needed for the production 


of the exec office reception 





will be mustered from secretaries, 
bookkeepers, etc., around the builde 
ing. 





OPENS WED., JULY 2 


GARY COOPER 


—In— 


‘SERGEANT YORK’ 


A NEW WARNER BROS, HIT 
ASTOR frisrisr. 
AIR 


and 45TH ST. 
CONDITIONED 


Friday, July 4th 

EDW. G. ROBINSON 

MARLENE DIETRICH 
GEORGE RAFT 


Opens 


“MAN POWER” 
rene ~ CAB CALLOWAY 
STRAND B’way &47 St. 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“BLOSSOMS IN THE 
DUST” 
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screenplay, Barre Lyndon and Sheridan Gibney. Cast: 
Bruce Cabot, Gene Tierney, George Sanders, Joseph 
Calleia, Carl Esmond, Reginald Gardiner. 


Universal 


Prom, Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 


40-4L = pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Features 40 40 0 i) 4 
Arlen-Devine 

Actions 7 7 0 3 0 0 0 
Westerns 7 5 1 0 1 0 1 
Frank 

Lioyd 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 
Serials 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 
Totals 61 57 1 12 3 9 5 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


CRACKED NUTS, comedy; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; dir., Eddie Cline; orig. screenplay, Erna 
Lazarus and W. Scott Darling; camera, Charles Van 
Enger. Cast: Mischa Auer, Una Merkel, Stuart Erwin, 
Astrid Allwyn, William Frawley, Hattie Noel, Ernie 
Stanton, Mantan Moreland. 


BACHELOR DADDY, formerly SANDY STEPS 
OUT, comedy; asso. prod., Burt Kelly; dir., Harold 
Young: orig. screenplay, Robert Lees and Fred Rinaldo; 
camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Baby Sandy, Edward 
Everett Horton, Donald Woods, Raymond Walburn, 
Evelyn Ankers, Kathryn Adams, Franklin Pangborn, 
Leonard Elliott, Bert Roach, George Meader. 

HELLO, SUCKER (1941-42), comedy; asso. prod., 
Ken Goldsmith; dir., Edward Cline; screenplay, Mau- 
rice Leo and Paul Gerard Smith; camera, Charles Van 
Enge. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Tom Brown, Peggy Moran. 

BEYOND THE LAW (1941-42), drama; asso. prod., 
ack Barnhard; dir., George Waggner; orig. screenplay, 
ig..%a°. Waggner; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Wii- 
ham Gargan, John Litel, June Clyde, Anne Nagel, 
Mary Gordon, Addison Richards, Eddie Hart, Charles 
Sherlock, Chuck Morrison, Russell Hicks. 

HALF WAY TO SHANGHAI (1941-42), drama; asso. 
prod., Marshall Grant; dir., Noel Smith; screenplay, 
Stanley Rubin and Roy Chanslor; camera, John Boyle. 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Evelyn Ankers, Frank Albert- 
son, Cecil Kellaway, Truman Bradley, Willie Fung, 
Viola Vaughn, Keye Luke, Len Christy,. Dorothy 
Vaughn, Grace Lem. 

SEA RAIDERS, drama; asso. prod., Henry McRae; 
dir., Ford Beebe and John Rawlins; orig. screenplay, 
Clarence Upson Young and Paul Huston; camera, 
Jerome Ash. Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel 
Dell, Bernard Punsley, Hally Chester, William Hall, 
John McGuire, Mary Field, Dick Alexander, Stanley 
Blystone, Ernie Adams, Jack Clifford, Anthony Rod- 
gers, Joe Recht, James Blainem, Jerry Mandy, Mickey 
Simpson, Paul Newlan. 

LAW OF THE RANGE, formerly MARSHAL LAW 
(tentative title), drama; assoc. prod., Will Cowan; dir., 
Ray Taylor; no writing credits; camera, William Sick- 
ner, Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell 
O’Day, Elaine Morey, Roy Harris, Ethan Laidlaw, 
Charles King, Hal Taliaferro, Jerry Harte, Pat 
O'Malley. 

JAILHOUSE BLUES, formerly BIG HOUSE BLUES, 
formerly RHAPSODY IN STRIPES (1941-42), comedy- 
drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir., Albert S. 
Rogell; no writing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. 
Cast: Anne Gwynne, Nat Pendleton, Robert Paige, 
Elizabeth Risdon, John Kelly, Charles Sullivan. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (1941-42), comedy-drama; 
asso. prod., dir.. Gregory LaCava; screenplay, Eugene 
Thackery; camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Irene 
Dunne, Robert Montgomery, Preston Foster, Eugene 
Pallette, Esther Dale, Walter Catlett, June Clyde, Dick 
Foran, Samuel S. Hinds, Kathryn Adams, Hugh Beau- 
mont, Virginia Brissac, Mary Jo Ellis, Rev. Neal Dodd, 
Hope Landin, Frank Shannon, Thomas Ross, Phyllis 
Barry, Richard Davies, Virginia Engels, Beatrice Rob- 
erts, Chester Clute, John Sheehan, Matt McHugh, Fred 
Santley, Dorothy Granger, Grace Stafford, Phyllis 
Kennedy, Jack Voglin, Eddie Fetherston, Paul Fix, 
Dora Clemant, Reed Hadley, Boyd Irwin, Frank Cogh- 
lan, Jr., Hillary Brooke, Lester Dorr, Grace Hayle, 
Dorothy Vaughan. 

RADIO REVELS OF 1942, musical (1941-42); asso. 
prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Harold Young; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Ken Mur- 
ray, Frances Langford, Don Wilson, Skinnay Ennis 
and orch, Susan Miller, Senor Lee, Lewis Howard, Iris 
Adrian, Tom Dugan, Blanche Stewart, Elvina Allman, 
Hanley Stafford, Peter Sullivan, Six Sweethearts. 

FLYING CADETS, drama (1941-42); asso. prod., 
Paul Malvern; dir., Erle Kenton; no writing credits; 


camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Edmund Lowe, William : 


Gargan, Peggy Moran, Frank Albertson, 
Thomas, Roy Harris, Charles Williams. 

MAN FROM MONTANA, western-action; asso. prod., 
Will Cowan; dir., Ray Taylor; no writing credits; cam- 
era, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Jeanne Kelly, Butch & 
Buddy, William Gould, James Blaine, Dick Alexander, 
Karl Kachett, Murdock McQuarrie, Eddie Cobb, Frank 


Frank 


— Kermit Maynard, Jack Shannon, The King’s 
en. 
SING ANOTHER CHORUS, formerly MAID IN 


MANHATTAN, formerly SING ANOTHER CHORUS, 
comedy-drama (41-42); asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; 
dir., Charles Lamont; screenplay, Marion Orth, Paul 
Gerard Smith and Brenda Weisberg; camera, Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Johnny Downs, Jane Frazee, Mischa Auer, 
Walter Catlett, Sunnie O’Dea, Iris Adrian, George 
Barbier, Nell O’Day, Joe Brown, Jr., Rosario and 
Antonio, Ronald Peters, Ed Kane, Greta Grandstedt, 
Ann Duran. 

MOONLIGHT IN HAWAII, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir., Charles Lamont; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Johnny 
Downs, Jane Frazee, Leon Errol, Mischa Auer, Rich- 
ard Carle, Maria Montez, Sunnie O’Dea, Marjorie 
Gateson, Elaine Morey, The Merry Macs, Jean De 
Briac, Charles Coleman, Jim Spencer, Eddie Lee, 
Mickey Simpson. 

MOB TOWN, drama (41-42); asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran, Anne Gwynne, 
Dead End Kids, William Wright, Claire Whitney, Eva 
Quig, Dorothy Vaughan. 


U Pix in Production 


THIS WOMAN IS MINE, formerly I JAMES LEWIS, 
drama (41-42); prod.-dir.,. Frank Lloyd; no writing 
credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Franchot Tone, 
Walter Brennan, John Carroll, Carol Bruce, Nigel 
Bruce, Leo G. Carroll, Roger Imhof, Paul Hurst, Frank 
Conroy, Ray Beltram, Morris Ankrum, Lewis Mercier, 
Philip Charbert, Jerome DeMiccio, Walter McGrill, 
Dale Van Sickle, George Brogerman, Jerry Frank. 











SAN ANTONIO ROSE, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Ken Goldsmith; dir. Charles Lamont; no writing 
credits: camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Robert Paige, 
Jane Frazee, The Merry Macs, Eve Arden, Shemp 
Howard, Lon Chaney, Jr., Louis DaPron, Roy Harris, 
Charles Long. 

ALMOST AN ANGEL, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 

Joseph Pasternak; dir. Henry Koster; no writing 
credits: camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Deanna Durbin, 
Charles Laughton, Robert Cummings, Margaret Tal- 
lichet, Guy Kibbee, Leonard Elliott, Irving Bacon, Gus 
Schilling. 
SORE “MASKED RIDER, formerly THE MASKED 
CABALLERQ, western; asso. prod., Will Cowan; dir., 
Ford Beebe; no writing credits; camera, Charles Van 
Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell 
O'Day, Harry Woods, Guy D’Ennery, Virginia Carroll, 
Roy Barcroft, Dick Botiller, Al Haskell, Carmella 
Cansino, Rico De Montez. 

RAIDERS OF THE DESERT, western; asso. prod., 
Ben Pivar; dir.. Jack Rawlins; no writing credits; cam- 
era, John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, 
Linda Hayes, Lewis Howard, Maria Montez, George 
Carleton, Turhan Bey, Ralf Harolde, Harry Cording, 
Neyle Marx, Sid Arno, John Harmon, Evelyn Selbie. 

HOLD THAT GHOST, comedy (1941-42); asso. prods., 
Bury Kelly and Glenn Tyron; dir. Arthur Lubin; 
screenplay, Robert Lees, Fred Rinaldo, John Grant; 
camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Bud Abbott, Lou 
Costello, Richard Carlson, Joan Davis, Mischa Auer, 
Evelyn Ankers, Shemp Howard, The Andrews Sisters, 
Ted Lewis and orch, Jeanne Blanche, LeAhn Sisters, 
Charles Whittier, Geraldine Ross, Kay, Kay and Katye, 
Janet Shaw, Mare Lawrence, Russell Hicks, Spencer 
Charters, Milton Parsons, Howard Hickman, Harry 
Hayden, Ed Deering, Ed Pawley, Nester Paiva, Frank 
Penny, Don Terry. 

ARIZONA CYCLONE, western; asso. prod., Will 
Cowan; dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Nell O’Day, Beatrice Roberts, Herbert Rawlin- 
son, Dick Curtis, Robert Strange, Glenn Strange, The 
Notables, Buck Moulton, Carl Sepulveda. 

THE AMERICANOS, western; asso. prod.; Ben Pivar; 
dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Dick Foran, Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, 
Marcia Ralston, Ann Doran, Antonio Moreno, Francis 
McDonald, James Seay, Nester Paiva, Leyland Hodg- 
son, Guy Usher, Tony Paton, Stanley Price, Beatrice 
Roberts, Carmela Cansino, Wade Boteler. 

BOMBAY CLIPPER, drama; asso. prod., Marshall 
Grant; dir., John Rawlins; no writing credits; camera, 
Stanley Cortez. Cast: William Gargan, Irene Hervey, 
Charles Lang, Maria Montez, Mary Gordon, Lloyd 
Corrigan, Wade Boteler, Richard Davies, Turhan Bey, 
Truman Bradley, Roy Harris, Billy Wayne, Warren 
Ashe, Peter Lynn, Pat O’Malley. 

HELLZAPOPPIN (1941-42), comedy; prod., Jules 
Levey; dir:, Henry C. Potter: no writing credits; cam- 
era, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Olsen and Johnson, Martha 
Raye, Jane Frazee, Mischa Auer, Katherine Johnson. 


Warners 


Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 

40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 

Studio 48 48 0 14 0 4 3 
Capra- 

Riskin 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Lasky 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Totals 50 50 0 14 0 4 3 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE BASHFUL HERO, formerly STUFF-.OF 
HEROES, drama: asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., Ben 
Stoloff; screenplay, Ben Marksen and Kenneth Gamet; 
story by Harold Titus; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: 


Eddie Alberts, Joan Leslie, Alan Hale, John Litel, 
William Lundigan. 


MURDER ON THE SECOND FLOOR, mystery; asso. 
prod., William Jacobs; dir., D. Ross Lederman: screen- 
play, Anthony Coldeway; camera, Al Seigler. Cast: 


Frieda Inescort, Heather Angel, Bruce Lester, Paul 
Cavanagh. 


SHINING VICTORY, formerly WINGED VICTORY, 
drama; asso. prod., Robert Lord, dir., Irving Rapper; 
screenplay, Howard Koch and Anne Froelich, from a 
play by A. J. Cronin; camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: 
James Stephenson, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Donald Crisp, 
Montagu Love, Richard Ainley, Barbara O’Neill, Bruce 
Lester, Frank Reicher. 


THE BRIDE CAME C.O.D., comedy: asso. prod., 
William Cagney; dir. William Keighley; screenplay, 
Julius and Philip Epstein; camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: 
James Cagney, Bette Davis, Stuart Erwin, William 
Frawley, George Tobias, Jack Carson, Harry Davenport. 


THREE SONS 0O’ GUNS, formerly MOTHER’S 
BOY, comedy-drama; asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., 
Ben Stoloff; story and screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.:; 
camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: Wayne Morris, Tom 
Brown, William T. Orr, Marjorie Rambeau, Irene Rich, 
Moroni Olsen, Suzanne Carnahan. 


HIGHWAY WEST, western; asso. prod., Edmund 
Grainger; dir., William McGann; screenplay, Charles 
Kenyon, Allen Rivkin and Kennett Gamut: camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Brenda Marshall, Arthur Kennedy, 
Olympe Bradna, William Lundigan, Slim Summerville, 
Willie Best, Dorothy Tree, Frank Wilcox. 


GENTLE PEOPLE, drama; asso. prod., Henry Blanke; 
dir., Anatole Litvak; screenplay, erry Wald, Richard 
Macauley, Robert Rossen; from play by Irwin Shaw; 
camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: Ida Lupmo, John 
Garfield, Thomas Mitchell John Qualen, Eddie Alberts, 
Aline MacMahon, Odette Myrtil, George Tobias, Leo 
Gorcey, Bernard Gorcey, George Homus. 

KISSES FOR BREAKFAST, formerly SHE STAYED 
KISSED, comedy; asso, prod., Harlan Thompson; dir., 
Ray Enright; screenplay, Kenneth Gamet, from play 
by Seymour Hicks; camera, Arthur Edeson. Cast: Den- 
nis Morgan, Shirley Ross, Jane Wyatt, Lee Patrick, 
Jerome Cowan, Una O’Connor, Romaine Callendar, 
Nydia Westman, Barnett Parker, Leon Belasco, Louise 
Beavers, Clarence Muse, Willie Best, Frank Orth. 

SERGEANT YORK, drama; asso. prod., Jesse L. 
Lasky; dir., Howard Hawks; screenplay, Henry Chand- 
lee and Abem Finkel; supplementary scenes and dialog, 
John Huston and Howard Koch; camera, Sol Polito. 
Cast: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Joan Leslie, Mar- 
garet Wycherly, Ward Bond, June Lockhart, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Howard DaSilva, Dickie Moore. 

BAD MEN OF MISSOURI, drama; asso. prod., Bryan 
Foy; dir., Ray Enright; orig. screenplay, Robert L. 
Buckner, Allen Rivkin, Robert Kent, Lester Cole, 
Charles Grayson; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: Dennis 
Morgan, Wayne Morris, Arthur Kennedy, Jane Wyman, 
Howard DaSilva, Ann Todd, Willie Best, Roscoe Ates, 
Eddie Acuff. 

MANPOWER, drama; prod., Hal Wallis; dir., Raoul 
Walsh, orig. screenplay, Jerry Wald and Richard Ma- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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towns where we have to let it run 
out, Bank Night,’ says Fields. ‘We 
cut down our number of changes to 
two a week, the pictures running 
four and three days where the prod- 
uct is strong enough to permit this. 
Otherwise, we have three changes, 
two for three days each and one for 
a surprise ‘bargain day’ when the 
admission is 16c instead of 40c. Pre- 
viously, we had had a change on 
Sunday, one on Bank Night and two 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 


‘With the double bills discon- 
tinued, we get a late boxoffice play 
on Saturday nights that we never 
got before and our take for the day 
has been better. 

‘It has been definitely determined 
that it is better for us to hold a 
strong picture an extra day, as we 
now are doing, than to spot one 
without boxoffice appeal in order to 
change. 

‘While we are doing less business, 
our expenses now are lower and 
we're money ahead. Moreover, busi- 
ness has held up relatively better 
than in the B houses where the dual 
feature policy was unaltered. 

‘House managers are enthusiastic 
over the new policy and they de- 
clare that the public in their situ- 
ations definitely are off of double 
features. We may possibly, how- 
ever, occasionally run a double bill 
on a Sunday, say once in six weeks, 
where the pictures are short and 
sufficiently meritorious to warrant 
this. In such an instance, they 
might prove a stimulus. But as a 
regular diet the twin bills positively 
are out permanently.’ 











Showmanship 
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problems and it is up to each indi- 
vidual exhibitor to try and solve 
his own problems and not expect 
too much from Hollywood in the 
way of super-colossal productions 
because if it were possible for the 
producers to make better pictures 
such pictures would have been made 
under more favorable conditions. 
The circuits should stop making 
office boys out of theatre managers— 
take off the handcuffs—give them 
some encouragement and some ex- 
tra dough for exploitation—it will 
help. You can get more people into 
a theatre with a paste bucket and a 
tack hammer than you can with 
white flannel pants and a tuxedo. 


The present emergency challenges 
the showmanship of the entire mo- 
tion picture industry. You can’t 
dictate public appeal; you must cre- 
ate it. People have been out of 
work so long now that they are 
making a few bucks they want to 
celebrate. The beer halls and the 
juke joints are getting the play. 

If commercial corporations, selling 
soap, coffee, drugs, cigarettes, etc., 
find it good business to spend hun- 
dreds of thousands each week for 
radio programs and advertising, as 
a means of building good will to 
encourage the sale of their product, 
there is no good reason why the 
motion picture industry, catering to 
85,000,000 patrons weekly, cannot 
conceive some constructive idea to 
encourage theatre attendance. 

Instead of exhibitors groping in 
the dark, criticizing Hollywood and 
beefing about what is wrong with 
the picture business, they skould 
take stock of themselves and try to 
solve their own problems. In many 
sections of the country the carnival 
spirit prevails; people working in 
the munition plans are on a spend- 
ing spree. They are walking past 
the theatres to the nearest beer hall 
and bowling alleys. Why? 


I suggest that Variery assume 
leadership in a move to induce the 
major distributors to offer cash 
prizes totaling $100,000 to encourage 
showmanship ideas possibly for a 
national radio or screen contest that 
will build theatre attendance 
throughout the country over a rea- 
sonable period. 


Variety is referred to as ‘the 
showman’s Bible,’ and it is read by 
showmen in the picture industry, 
the theatrical, radio and advertising 
field, and it is possible that an idea 
would eminate from the showmen 
who read Variety that might prove 
a shot in the arm to theatre at- 
tendance or at least a temporary 
stimulant to carry over until tke 
various branches of the industry 
gets wise to themselves and puts 
their house in order. 


The boys drawing fat salaries will 
probably say that because of the 
nature of motion picture distribu- 
tion a national idea is not practical, 





etc. They had their chance with 





| 


the quiz contest which cost the in. 
dustry close to $1,000,000 and proveg 
a terrible flop. So why not give 
everybody a chance 

All the showmanship brains are 
not confined to the picture industry, 
Radio and the advertising agencies 
have out-maneuvered motion pic. 


ture showmanship by keeping 
abreast with the ever-changing 
trends of public appeal which js 


largely responsible for the present 
opposition to the picture theatres. 


It’s a long shot, but long shots win 
once in a while. 


Eddie Bonns. 


| DeRochemont 
Continued from page 2 


tine business while de Groot was on 
his way to a Boston hospital to have 
Yankee medicos overhaul his vision 
machinery, which had been dimmed 
by the Nazis. The commentator’s 
eyes were badly seared when a 
bomb made an _ unscheduled land- 
ing alongside of him while he was 
alding and abetting in the recording 
of an air raid. 

Another clipper-tripper on _ the 
same ship was United Press’ man 
Friday, Yan H. Yindrich, here to re- 
port to his city desk on his coverage 
of the Middle East campaign, where 
he toured the sand dunes with the 
British infantry. 

Erika Mann, daughter of novelist 
Thomas Mann and wife of British 
poet W. H. Auden, was one of the 
straphangers on the Atlantic Clip- 
per’s eastbound voyage of the week, 
bound for Blighty, where she will 
scribble for the Toronto Star, PM 
and Liberty mag and will broadcast 
on the BBC outlets to her native 
Germans to tell them what chumps 
the British Ministry of Information 
believes them to be. Erika, born in 
Germany, but Britanized when she 
said ‘I do,’ stated that her papa is 
in California doing himself a job 
on his ‘The Story of Joseph,’ a tome 
on the spouse of the Mother of 
Christ. 














Hitchcock In 


Alfred Hitchcock, the director who 
recently completed the Cary Grant- 
Joan Fontaine starrer, ‘Before the 
Fact,’ for RKO, arrived af the air- 
port on the sTWAtoliner in time to 
be guest expert on the Friday (27) 
‘Information, Please’ air program. 


Sundee (29) saw Virginia Dale, 
lovely lady of the films, off on an 
Eastern Airliner to Atlanta, Ga., 
while the same line transported into 
the field 20 of John Powers’ squa- 
dron of beauty in from Quantico, 
Va., where the models had been the 
guests of your uncle’s marine corps 
for the weekend. 


The Sabbath also noted the ar- 
rival of Barney Balaban, paramount 
|man of Paramount films, in on an 
| United Mainliner from Los Angeles 
ewe a business session and the de- 
parture on the Dixie Clipper for the 
European scene of John Sanson 
Evans, Newsweek correspondent. 

The seven-day section of June 
witnessed the departure of Ken Mur- 
ray for L. A. on TWA; Mr. and Mrs. 
silbert Miller for the same town on 
the same line; the arrival of Billy 
Conn, Joe Louis’ recent nightmare, 
from Pittsburgh, on TWA, to sign 
$25,000 worth of signature on a con- 
tract calling for his appearance in 
Republic’s ‘Kid Tinsel’; the arrival of 
Joan Bennett for a New York vaca- 
tion, aboard an American Airline 
cloud-scraper from the western end 
of the line. 


The weekend was hilighted by a 
charter flight when Harvey Gibson, 
prexy of the Manufacturers Trust 
Co., holder of enough mortgages on 
the town’s nite spots to paper the 
airport’s control tower, took a mess 
of guests to his summer place. 
Grover Whalen, Frank Andrews, Ho- 
tel New Yorker bosseroo, and a host 
of other lads who play first-base in 
the headline league, were among 
those enjoying the Gibson chow. 


NAB ASST. MANAGER 
IN $533 ROBBERY 


Oklahoma City, July 1. 


Standard Theaters, Inc., is again 
the scene of repeated robberies, this 
time the Victoria to the tune of $533. 
W. F. McConnaughby, former assist- 
ant manager of the Victoria, and the 
recent assistant manager of the Fol- 
ly, was placed under arrest for the 
robbery, which took place last Sun- 
day night. 

McConnaughby told the police that 
a friend, who has not as yet been 
arrested, took all of the money and 
had gone to Dallas, and that he was 


























| to receive his share of the loot later. 
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AD AGENCIES 





“ Stagehands Union in Television 





IATSE Has Jurisdiction Under Contracts With 
NBC and CBS 





NBC and Columbia last week 
signed contracts with the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees (stagehands union) for 
electricians, carpenters and property 
men in television. Groups are the 
same classifications for which the 
networks already have contracts for 
their studio-playhouses in New York. 


Deal does not give the IATSE an 
entry into the radio technician field. 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Engineers (AFL) and the 
American Communications Assn. 
(CIO) have both been organizing 
radio technicians for the last sev- 
eral years. 

IATSE recently demanded from 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists the jurisdiction over sound 
effects men, but never replied to an 
AFRA suggestion to submit the 
question to an American Arbitra- 
tion Assn.-conducted election of the 
men involved. 


Theodora Yates Directing 
‘When a Girl Marries’; 
Other Benton-Bowles Shifts 


Benton & Bowles shifted director 
assignments last week on its various 
daytime shows. Under the revised 
setup, Theodora Yates handles ‘When 
a Girl Marries’ (Prudential Insur- 
ance) and ‘Home: of the Brave’ (Gen- 
eral Foods—Certo). Jack Hurdle 
directs ‘Kate Hopkins’ (Maxwell 
House), ‘Portia Faces Life’ (General 
Foods—Post Bran Flakes) and, dur- 
ing Don Cope’s vacation, ‘Lincoln 
Highway’ (Shinola). Ken MacGregor 
has ‘We of the Abbotts’ (Best Foods 
—Hellman’s Mayonnaise), while John 
Pickard and Frank Provo write- 
direct ‘Young Dr. Malone’ (General 
Foods—Post Toasties). 

‘Home of the Brave’ is still tenta- 
tively slated to return to Young & 








Rubicam (Calumet and Swansdown) | 


at the end of its current 13-week 


stretch. with B. & B., which has nine | 


more weeks to go. 


ALICE FROST WEDS 
HER RADI9 DIRECTOR 


Alice Frost, radio actress, and Bill 
Tuttle, her director on ‘Big Sister,’ 
were married Friday (27) at, Bed- 
ford Village, N. Y. Ceremony took 
place at the home of Janet Cohn, of 
the Brandt & Brandt agency. Couple 
leave Friday (4) for short trip. 

Miss Frost was divorced about a 
year ago from Robert Foulk, dialog 
director at Warner Bros. 











Novety Aces’ Alias 


Cincinnati, July 1. 
The Novelty Aces, mixed instru- 
mental and vocal quintet, who are 











| 


| 


| 
| 


| 





| sidiary of 
|}mert, in 


in their fourth year of quarter-hour | 


morning shots five days a week on 


WLW for Griffin shoe polish, are| 
now doubling under the name of the | 


Vocalaires. 


under the new name on the series of 
Friday night 30-minute Scramby- 
Amby quiz programs for Walter H. 
Johnson, Chicago candy manufac- 
turing firm, on Crosley’s 50,000 
watter. 

Latter stint is conducted by Ray 
Shannon and plugs Power House 
candy bars. It has been running for 
several months and is slated to 


Spread to one of NBC’s nets in 
September. 





McGibney for Skelly 


Chicago, July 1. 
Donald McGibney has been set as 
news commentator for Skelly Oil 
over the NBC-Red web, replacing 
Capt. EDC Herne, deceased. 
Account handled by the Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald agency. 


They started last week | 





vv 


Ray Linton in Wichita 


Ray Linton has joined KFBI, 
Wichita, as national sales manager. 
Linton in recent years has been in 
the station rep business in New York 
and Chicago. 

He’s due in New York this week 
on a sales contacting tour. 


NBC ARTISTS 
BUREAU AWAITS 
BIDS 


CBS has gone all the way in 
disposing of its talent booking 
interests. Latest move is the 
sale of the artists bureau oper- 
ated at WCCO, Minneapolis, 
which the network owns. It has 
been sold*to John Williams and 
Urbane Boddin, employes of the 
bureau. Meanwhile Al Shean, 
who headed the talent booking 
staff, goes over to the WCCO’s 
program staff. Artists bureau 
did most of its booking with 
state fairs, barn dances and the- 
atres, 

New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles artists bureaus of Co- 
lumbia become the property of 
the Music Corp. of America in 
another 30 days. 

NBC so far hasn’t received an ac- 
ceptable bid for its artists bureau 
which was put on the block several 
weeks ago. Sidney Strotz, NBC v.p., 
in charge of programs, has sought to 
sell the company’s higher-ups on the 
idea of keeping the business, but it 
was stated by a network official 
Monday (30) that NBC’s intention 
to. dispose of the artists service re- 
mains unchanged. 

William Morris agency had an- 
other meeting on the proposition at 
NBC yesterday (Tuesday). J. C. 
Stein, of the Music Corp. of Ameri- 
ca isn’t due back in New York un- 
til July 7, but NBC has informed his 
office that if he makes an acceptable 
bid in the meantime action on any 
other offer will be held up until he 
gets to New York. 














Carroll Case Takes Over 
Mildred Fenton Duties 
At Hummert Office, N.Y. 


Carroll Case, former free-lance 
writer, has joined the staff of Air 
Features, Inc., radio production sub- 





New York. 
has no title, 
of the script editorial work formerly 


Although he 


v 





Blackett-Sample-Hum- | 


he has assumed most | 


handled by Mildred Fenton, who re- | 
signed a few weeks ago to join the| 
Ted Bates agency in charge of day- | 


time programs. 
Case is a son of Frank Case, boni 
face of the Algonquin hotel, N. Y. 


Vallee Has His Way 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Rudy Vallee’s trip east is finally 
on again. After being on and off 
a half dozen times, McKee & Al- 
bright agency finally yielded so Val- 
lee can pass some time at his lodge 
in the Maine woods. New York 
pitch will 
ning July 24. 

John Barrymore is not making the 
trip on account of picture work. 











Harold E. Smith, general manager 
of WABY and WOKO, Albany, has 
withdrawn his FCC application for 
the 1240 wavelength for Schenectady. 


‘PLEAD FO 





R 2 





DECLARE RADIO'S 
EXAMPLE HURTS 


Four A’s Beseeches Networks 
To Grant Theoretical As- 
sent to Stop Breakdown Of 
Whole Cash Discount Sys- 
tem Among Newspapers 
And Magazines 





WEBS’ ‘YES, BUT—’ 





‘Radio’s refusal to allow a 2% cash 
discount on advertising payments is 
jeopardizing our credit arrangements 
with magazines and newspapers.’ 


This is the complaint made by 
advertising agencies that have re- 
cently intensified their pressure 
upon the networks to allow tke de- 
duction of 2% as a premium for 
prompt payments. Radio as a whole, 
with some few local exceptions, has 
always refused to accept this prac- 
tice, claiming it has full protection 
to assure speedy payment and point- 
ing out that in some cases it gets a 
check in full the day after the 
broadcast. 


Now, however, the growing vol- 
ume of agency complaint, and the 
apparent seriousness to the admen 
of a growing disposition by pub- 
lishers to abolish the discount and 
cite radio’s practice as an excuse, 
have created a delicate problem. The 
webs don’t want to provide the lead- 
ership of, or example for, a move- 
ment hurtful to their clients. 

Both CBS and NBC have been 
holding meetings with The Ameri- 
can Assn. of Advertising Agencies 
and are reported willing to accept 
the ‘theory’ if no actual cost to radio 
is involved. 


Under the possible solution sug- 
gested recently, network rates would 
probably be advanced 2% and then 
this 2% would be allowed as the 10- 
day cash discount. The network 


could thereby be in the position of | 
not fighting a practice dear and con- 


venient to the agencies, and yet 


+ 


Trammell Hint to Senate That 
Red-Blue Lump Discount Is 
Out Prompts Agency Queries 





Some ad agencies have been ine 





WTRY Boosts Staff 107 


Troy, N. Y., July 1. 
A 10% salary increase for all staff- 
ers of WTRY, owned by Harry C. 





quiring of the NBC sales depart- 
ment as to when the network pro- 
posed to put into effect the policy, 
as enunciated by Niles Trammell be- 
fore the Senate Interstate Commerce 


Wilder, becomes effective today (1),|Committee, of eliminating a dual 
Some 27 persons share in the pay |discount for advertisers using both 
hike. the Red and the Blue links. Answer 

WTRY has been on the air since |0f the sales department in each in- 
April 15, 1940. stance has been that nothing official 
was known of such intentions. 


Inquiring agencies explained that 


ithe only reason they were interested 

: lis for fear the switch in discount 

| policy would not be so sudden as to 

R y FOR FCC |ball up their client budgets. These 




















agencies feel that if NBC should de- 
cide to abandon the practice of al- 
lowing a user of the red and blue 
agencies) should be informed within 
a reasonable length of time so that 
they can get the clients to make the 
Steering committee of the News- P Mi Aj C di d 
paper-Radio Committee which met eter ichael If re Ite 
|not to ask the Federal Communica- As Sister Sandra Coilabs 
| tions Commission for another post- | 2 ‘ > 
| ponement of the latter’s proposed in- On d 3 
pomeenent <0 tie Revised ‘Lone Journey 
| ownership and newspaper F-M ap- ——- 
plications. The committee decided| peter Michael, brother of Sandra 
| that there was nothing to be gained | wichael, is now billed with her as 
jas well take a chance on the data’ & Gamble serial which moved orig- 
}and arguments at hand. The FCC’s ination last week from New York to 
| hearing is slated to open July 23. | Chicago. Miss Michael, who also 
The committee’s meeting in New| writes ‘Against the Storm’ for P. & 
York was the first since the Na-|G_ formerly received solo billing on 
tional Association of Broadcasters | ‘Journey,’ although her brother has 


links a lump discount they (the 
necessary budget readjustments. 
last Friday (27) in New York voted 
newspaper-station 
| by further delay and that they might! co-author of ‘Lone Journey,’ Procter 
convention fn St. Louis May 15. 


; been assisting on the script for some 





there would be no financial penalty | 


and no actual change in payments as 
already existing. 


New Production Setup Fer | 


‘B. Johnson’; New Writers, | 
Director, Supporting Cast: 








time. ‘Journey’ is handled by Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert and plugs 
Dreft. 

Now that the show is produced in 
Chicago, Ted MacMurray hes re- 
placed Axel Gruenberg as director, 
the latter remaining in New York 


with ‘Storm.’ Cliff Soubier has 
|; moved to Chicago as one of the 
| Production setup for ‘The Story of | leads, while Art Jacobson, Mary 


Bess Johnson’ changes this week, ef- | 


Marren, Louise Fitch, John Larkin, 


Wika wecks is primarily a finan. | t¢ctive with the serial moving from Genelle Gibbs, DeWitt McBride, 

‘al o1 P b em 1s primarily @ linan- | ie Ward Wheelock to the Ted Bates; Dickie Holland, Willard Waterman, 

cial one between agencies and pub- | , . : . .” | Mabie : Pace wrher ttore 

Mentions Under the $4 tor lc |agency with the Monday (30) broad-| Betty Hanna and Herbert oe 

nairesant aten te he slaim that | cas New scripters are Margaret field have now taken over the of ler 
aan, ag 1 Ss : . P . a —_ +34 . 

, 7 &* |Lewerth and Anne Daly, with Basil} Parts. Larkin, Miss Gibbs (Mrs. 


all bills are paid, credit velocity is 
maintained and any disputes involv- 


ing rebates, etc., are discussed and | ° : 
8 ; |iam Sweets and previous to that, 


decided at leisure. With publications 


Loughrane taking over direction. | 
Show was formerly written by Will- 


Larkin) and McBride were originally 
in the show when it debuted as a 
Chicago production, but dropped out 


‘S| when it was called ‘Hilltc ouse’| When it moved to New York last 
not granting a 2% discount there's : cg ig o - fall 
haggling and the client holds jand was produced by Ed Wolf As-/™, 1K 
payment for adjustment of , Rie | sociates, was authored by Lynn Stone| Durward Kirby is now announcer, 
é stme ) oa F S . “1.2 rs | aerate 
se calms | and Addy Richton. Chick Vincent 


in advance. This causes a serious 
banking problem in billings. 


the incoming-outgoing money prob- 
lem is a major agency difficulty. 


| was director of it for Wolf and Diana 
Out- | 


side the top handful of big agencies, | Wheelock. 


Bourbon subsequently took over for | 


Bess Johnson remains in the femme 


VICK DECISION DUE 


Morse International Has Submitted 


; lead, of course, but the rest of the 10 Radio Programs 

Agencies argue that any system that |cast changes after this week. Re- ae 
makes them devote time: to credit] ,),-ements will include James Vick Chemical Co. will within the 
worries and bill-collecting is basic- | yeishan. Florence Malone® Juliana| next two weeks get down to business 
ally bad for everybody as it diverts Taberna and David Gothard. Frank | of deciding what its radio campaign 
them from their proper job as ad-| @ay ip remains as announcer and/| will be for next fall and winter, 
vertising counsellors and creative Dick Liebert as organist Mildred | Morse International, agency on the 
partners to business. Fenton supervises the show for the | account, has already submitted about 

One large group of abolitionists | Bates asency. 10 shows for network alignment and 
in recent years has been station- Miss Fenton has assumed charge of | the indications are that the account 
owning newspapers Such publisk- | eacting for all Bates programs. will go both network and spot. 
ers increasingly tried to stop the Randall M. (Mike) Dubois, time 

% discounts on their sheets on the | buyer for Morse, was called for serv- 
|grounds their stations didn’t pay | ice in the Navy last week on 24 


be for a month begin- | bodied 








them. Admen were recently dis- | 
turbed when a large group of maga- | 
zines, as a means to increase its net, | 
was reported on the point of joining | 
the 2% abolition movement. This 
apparently quickened the campaign | 
to get radio networks to reverse 
their long-standing policy. 


held several meetings with a station 
committee headed by Harry Wilder 
of WSYR, Syracuse, but failed com- 
pletely to have a 2% discount em- 
in the new local spot an-| 
nouncement contract. 





Gallaher the Invincible 
Minneapolis, July 1. 
For the third consecutive 
Eddie Gallaher, sports announcer 
and quizzmaster, won the WCCO an- 
nual staff golf tournament. 
He shot a 74. 


|effective June 24. 


year, | subsid, 
| (28) in Scarsdale, 
was Maryelaine Pryor, of that town. 


| after a he 


WOWO Now Full Time | 


Ft. Wayne, July 1. | 

Westinghouse WOWO, Ft. Wayne, | 
went on full time operating basis, | 
Station will op-| 
erate daily from 6 a.m. until mid-| 


2 : | night. 
A Four A’s committee last spring |, | 


Formerly split time with WWVA, | 
Wheeling, West Va., has closed down | 
for couple of hours late afternoon 


|and nightly at 10:15 p.m. 


can hibiecteainceshigpiamsinnte 


Howard Meighan Weds | 


Howard S. Meighan, eastern sales | 
manager of Radio Sales, Inc., CBS 
was married last Saturday | 
N. Y. The bride 


be back on the job 
in Canada. 


will 


ymneymoon 


Meighan 


hours notice. He’s an ensign in the 
Naval Reserves. Lynn Barnard has 
resigned as time buyer at Pedlar & 
Ryan to take the Morse job. 


Holzman’s Defense Mfg. 


Hollywood, July 1. 
Ben Holzman is leaving the Wile 
liam Morris agency here to form a 
partnership with Jerry Baum in de- 
fense manufacturing enterprise. 
For years Holzman was personal 
manager for Eddie Cantor. 





Leonard L. Levinson is head writer 


|on the Ransom Sherman summer ree 


placement show for Fibber McGee 
and Molly (Johnson Wax), while 
latter are making an RKO picture, 
Levinson collaborates on the Fibber 
& Molly show regularly. 


ame kc te grt tet om 
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Chicago Meeting on WKRC Issue 
Fails But AFRA Postponement — 
Of Network Strike Keeps Gate Open 








Hulbert Taft, Jr., 
was in New York Monday and 
Tuesday in connection with sit- 
uation but did not see any AFRA 
execs. He stated to VarieTy 
yesterday afternoon that, in his 
view, it was ‘now entirely a 
question whether a union in 


of WKRC Cincinnati is WLW, affiliated with 

| NBC-Red, already having a contract | 

with AFRA. Other stations in Cin-| 

cinnati are WCPO and WSAI.! 

AFRA has not yet approached either 
for a contract. 

According to AFRA’s national of- 

fice in New York, pressure by the 


New York may force its terms Cincinnati Central Labor Council 
upon a local station using the has already resulted in six local 
threat of a network boycett and sponsors withdrawing their shows 


from WKRC. Union heads further 
claim that all the remaining local 
sponsors have promised to cancel 
their shows as soon as present con- 
tracts expire. 


not consenting to hold a major- 
ity vote of the local station staff.’ 
WKRC has only four out of 17 
employes on strike, he stated. 
American Federation of Radio; 
Artists strike deadline against all! 
sponsored Mutual programs going to ~~ S : 
WKRC, Cincinnati, previously set Cincinnati, July 1. 
for next Monday (7), has been set| Helen Nugent, singer, who_ has 
back to the following Saturday (12),/ Stuck with WKRC through the pres- 
Union's national board took the ac-| ent strike = oo Foo = the re- 
tion to give Mutual's stockholders, | 4tion at the Cincy Zoo Opera. 
She won't sing this summer. 


meeting in Chicago next Tuesday! 
(8), a chance to consider the entire | 
AFRA-WKEC situation. ‘ hi A G F N ( | E 5 


Mutual’s decision to lay the matter 
before its stockholders followed an 
unsuccessful attempt at settlement at 
a meeting last Saturday (26) in Chi- 
cago, attended by representatives of 
the network, WKRC and AFRA., 
Those present at the session, which 
was reported to have deadlocked 
from the start on the issue of the 
Ward Baking Co. had up to last 
Friday (27) been approached by 36 
ad agencies with requests that they 
be permitted to submit presentations 
for the acount. It was reported in 
the trade that the agency holding the 
strongest in on the business was 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Sherman K. Ellis’ resignation of 


union’s demand for an AFRA-shop, 
the account takes effect in August. 


LOCAL SHOWS INTEREST 
CORN PRODUCTS’ AGCY. 


torney; Hulbert Taft, Jr., owner- 
manager of WKRC; Taft's attorney, 
and Emily Holt, George Heller and 

Corn Products is buying spot 

schedules in scattered markets 

through the C. L. Miller agency. 


Henry Jaffe, of AFRA. 
Reversing itself at the last mo- 

Product is Mazola and the required 

periods are daytime. 





Ban Singer at Opera 











ad agencies and sponsors of its July 
7 strike deadline against Mutual 
commercial programs fed to WKRC. 
Notification was held up and still 
has not been sent, but probably will 
be immediately after the Mutual 
stockholders’ meeting, if that session 
fails to produce some signs looking 
toward a settlement of the strike 
egw the network’s Cincinnati out- 
et. 








Mutual’s Delicacy 


Mutual is in a ticklish spot in the 
entire situation. Network execu- 


Chi NBC Remodels 





ment, the AFRA national board de- 

cided late Tuesday (22) of last week 
not to serve immediate notice on the 

The inquiry is for announcement 

availabilities or what-have-you in 

the way of local shows. 


tives explain that they are not op- 
posed to AFRA’s general aims but 
regard some of the union’s specific 
demands upon WKRC as unreason- 


able. On the other hand, the net-| Muriel Wageman Radio 


work is reluctant to let AFRA (and 
possibly later the musicians’ and Head of Sorenson Agcy. 
Chicago, July 1. 


technicians’ unions) establish the 
recedent of forcing affiliate stations . 
Pp & stations Muriel Wageman has been ap- 
pointed radio chief for the Sorenson 


into line by pressure against the 
advertising agency here. 


network. Because of this latter | 
angle, both NBC and CBS ike- : 
are like Miss Wageman has been an ac- 
count exec for the agency for several 


wise watching the situation closely, 
although not taking a sid rj : 
g € any sides with years and previously had been with 
the Columbia web offices in Chi- 


their competitor. 
cago. 














Question of legal rights in case of 
a strike against network programs to 


| Californ the Don Lee 


The Name’s Sam 





In the absence of his sound 
effects man Sam Monroe on va- 
cation Ben Bernie is indulging 
his whimsy on the Bromo- 
Seltzer program (Ruthrauff & 
Ryan) over NBC, 

On successive weeks he is re- 
ferring to Sam Trammell, Sam 
Strotz, Sam Kobak and Sam 
Kiggins, all in sly salute to NBC 
execs. 








So Shows Go Out 


From Elsewhere 





Chicago, July 1. 

With NBC studios undergoing a 
series of structural enlargements 
under the expansion campaign 
started by NBC Central Division 
chief Harry Kopf, a number of key 
shows originating in Chicago from 
the NBC ‘A’ studio will necessarily 
be shifted outside of the NBC quar- 
ters. 

Carnation’s ‘Contented Hour,’ the 
Johnson ‘Hap Hazard’ program and 
the Holland Furnace ‘Housewarm- 
ing’ shows will originate in the 
Goodman theatre. Brown & Wil- 
liamson’s ‘Plantation Party,’ Stand- 
ard Oil ‘Auction Quiz’ and the Mor- 
ris B. Sachs ‘Amateur Hour’ will 
air from the Women's Club. Other 
key programs will be shifted to 
smaller rooms in the NBC layout. 

It is expected that the new en- 
larged studios at NBC will be ready 
for the start of the new season on 
Labor Day. 


ED AND POLLY EAST 
SET FOR FILM SHORTS 


Ed and Polly East, conductors of 
White Rose Tea’s ‘Kitchen Quiz’ on 
the NBC-Blue, have been signed by 
Columbia Pictures to turn out a 
series of short subjects based on the 
idea of the broadcast. 

Shorts will be -made 
July 15. 


IBEW Gets Wage Hikes 
For Don Lee Technicians 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Agreement was reached last week 
stations in 
California and the Hollywood local 
of International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers calling for increases 
to 75 technicians ranging from $25 to 
$75 a month. Affected are em- 
ployees of KHJ, KFRC, KGB and | 
KDB. 

Only stations not yet signed by | 
IBEW are the NBC outlets, KFI and 
KECA, 








starting 














is new production manager at new 
WBENY, N. Y. 














a specific affiliate is admittedly an 
unprecedented one. Certain attor- 
neys and officials in the industry 
argue that such a strike would con- 
stitute a secondary boycott, which 
the courts have ruled illegal. But 
AFRA leaders believe it would be 
absurd for members of a union to be 
forced to work as _ strikebreakers 


Cohan, Bowes, Various Commentators 


Among the Few Who Aren't in AFRA 





against their fellow-members, merely 
because the latter were in a differ- 
ent city. They assert that the legal 
aspects of the matter are for the 
courts to decide. | ‘bona fide’ amateurs on amateur 
(Clause in the recently-signed|shows are the only ones appearing 
transcription code gives AFRA the| on network programs not required to 
right to prevent transcriptions being| be members of the American Feder- 
used for ‘strike-breaking.’ Specific-| ation of Radio Artists. Among the 
ally, the normal supply of platters| network commentators who are not 
to an ‘unfair’ station may not be| members are Elmer Davis, H. V. 
shut off and producers are not bound! Kaltenborn, Raymond Gram Swing, 
by the AFRA regulations in the mat-! Boake Carter, Maj. George Fielding 
ter, but the agreement states that! Eliot. 
‘neither AFRA nor AFRA members According to AFRA officials, none 
shall be subject to action for breach! of them has ever been asked to join. 
of contract or otherwise for comply-| Elmer Davis, president of the Au- 
ing with or enforcing such rules.’) thors League of America, is also a 
Meanwhile, AFRA is negotiating) member of the Radio Writers Guild, 
with WCKY, the Cincinnati outlet| as are several other commentators. 
of CBS, ; and claims ‘substantial! Among the commentators who do 
progress’ is being made toward an belong to AFRA are Gabriel Heatter, 
agreement and contract. Union’s| Bessie Beatty, Mary Margaret Mc- 
demands at the Columbia outlet are! Bride, Dr. Henry Lee Smith, Maurice 
said to be virtually identical as|C. Dreicer and various people such 
those being sought from, and re-|as Clifton Fadiman, Franklin P. 
fused by, Taft for his WKRC. These Adams, John Kieran, Deems Taylor, 
include AFRA-shop, minimum pay | Oscar Levant, Bob Hawk and others 
for staff announcers, actors and sing-| regularly appearing on quiz shows. 
ers and a scale of 20% less than the Virtually the only actor who has 
regular network rate for commer-| appeared more than once or twice 
cials. Only other network station in' and nevertheless has not joined 


Commentators, audience members 
on audience participation shows and 








a 
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AFRA is George M. Cohan, for 
whom a waiver has been granted in 
each instance. As a member: of Ac- 
tors Fidelity, the anti-Equity organi- 
zation dating back to the 1919 actors’ 
strike, Cohan was exempted under 
the settlement agreement at that 
time of ever having to join Equity. 
His only screen appearances were 
made before Screen Actors Guild 
had a contract with the studios, so 
he has never joined that group. He 
has also refused to join AFRA. 
Although ‘bona fide’ amateurs ap- 
pearing on amateur shows are not 
required to join AFRA, the union 
rarely gets waiver requests from 
any of the regular amateur shows on 
that score. There have been no such 
applications from Maj. Bowes, for 
instance, in many months. That isn’t 
necessarily indication that contest- 
ants on such programs are regular 
professionals. Probably few of them 
have appeared much on network 
shows. However, it’s figured that 
nearly all of them have worked pro- 
fessionally at least a few times on 
the air and are thus not admissable 
as amateurs. Incidentally, Bowes 
himself is not an AFRA member. 
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: From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sandra Michael back from Chicago....Mary Mason to Coast for visit 
with family, due back about July 15 to rehearse ‘Male Animal’ for New. 
port (R. I.) playhouse....She does the ‘Maudie’ series Thursday nights on 
CBS, starting Aug. 14, for General Mills....Hal James and Florence Sperl 
(Mrs. James), both: of the Compton agency, vacationing in the Michigan 
woods, due back about July 14....Phyllis Jeanne, recently heard on sev. 


eral WGR, Buffalo, originations over Mutual, was guest soloist Thursday 
(26) on ‘Open House,’ with Joe Rines orchestra, on WMCA....Jay Jostyn 
bought a home at Manhasset, L. I.....Vera Allen, Bill Adams, Margot 
Stevenson and Norman Tokar set for ‘Aunt Jenny’ sequence starting July 
7 and continuing through Sept. 13....It’ll be the longest story yet of- 
fered on the show, the yarns previously continuing only a few days, or - 
a week, at most....Norman Dicken will direct ‘Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill’ while Stephen Gross vacations. 


Helen Hayes will be guest lead tomorrow (Thursday) night in ‘Two 
Face the World Alone’ on the ‘Sky Over Britain’ series via WOR-Mutual 
....Chester MacCracken authored the script and William Robeson will 
direct....Robert Allen added to ‘Just Plain Bill’ cast....Edgar Stanley and 
Lesley Woods joined ‘David Harum’ and Rena Mitchell new to ‘John’s 
Other Wife’ troupe....George Coulouris and Anne Seymour added to ‘Our 
Gal Sunday’....Louis Hector now on ‘Lorenzo Jones’....Pete Donald will 
m.c. the ‘Bright Idea’ show when it returns to the air Saturday (5).... 
Arnold Jaffe doing Yiddish programs on WHOM during Hershl Levin's 
vacation....Al Burnham, WHOM chief engineer, laid up with an infected 
foot....Jay Sims doing new Thursday night show, ‘Beyond the News,’ on 
WOR. 


Marion Barney succeeded Blanche Ring in the cast of ‘Fight Camp,’ on 
WOR-Mutual....Don Dunphy and George Barrie doing a new show, 
‘Batter Up,’ on WINS....Leland Stowe doing three conrmentator shots on 
WOR-Mutual during Raymond Gram Swing’s visit to England... .First 
is tonight (Wednesday)....Phil Carlin, NBC-Red program head, vaca- 
tioning-fishing at his place at Guilford, Conn.....Stan Hubbard, president 
of KSTP, Minneapolis, in town last week....so was A. Frank Katzentine, 
prez of WKAT, Miami Beack....Lester Damon gets the male lead, with 
Claudia Morgan, in the ‘Thin Man’ series starting July 2 on NBC-Red. 


Margaret Cuthbert, director of NBC women’s programs, at American 
Home Economics Conference in Chicago last week....and taking part of 
her vacation this week visiting Mrs. Knox Reeves at the latter’s summef 
home in Minnesota....Upton Close moves his Sunday series July 13 from 
4:15 to 2:15 p.m.....British War Relief benefit show will be aired July 13 
from London, Boston and Hollywood, via NBC-Red....Hank Lawson band 
moved origination from WRC, Washington, to KYW, Philadelphia.... 
Until a few weeks ago the outfit was piped out of WTIC, Hartford, Conn. 
...»Mary Proul Lindecke, women’s program director of WTCM, St. Paul 
and Jane Weaver, ditto at WTAM, Cleveland, visiting New York last 
week....Latter sailed Saturday (28) on a Caribbean cruise. 


Joe Bier, WOR staff announcer, will sub for John Gambling during the 
latter’s vacation . . . Charles Stark gets the announcer assignment on 
‘Claudia,’ which starts on its own Friday night (4) ... Henry Hull will 
guest Sunday (6) on ‘Star Spangled Theatre’... Frank Forest, tenor on 
‘Double or Nothing,’ goes to the Coast this week for a visi and will be 
replaced by the Four Oklahoma Cowboys for the Friday (4) show and by 
the three Ross Sisters on the July 11 stanza , .. He’ll be piped in from 
Hollywood for the July 18, Aug. 1 and Aug. 8 programs and will be back 
Aug. 15 ... Charlotte Buchwald, formerly interviewer over WMCA, will 
do a show this summer from WBRY, Waterbury, Conn., for the strawhat 
theatre at Guilford, Conn. .. . Geoffrey Crowther, editor of the London 
Economist, will sub July 10 for Lester Velie and Merryle Stanley Rukeyser 
will ditto July 17... Velie will be vacationing those dates... Claude 
Rains guests July 12 on ‘Lincoln Highway,’ with Burgess Meredith getting 
the assignment July 19 and Muriel Angelus on July 26. 


Vie Ratner of Lord & Thomas will be a father second time come De- 
cember ... Bill Kostka, NBC press chief, and family off to Pennsylvania 
for vacation . .. Hugh Beville of NBC has new post in Market Research 
Council . . . Art Hayes, WABC sales mgr., underwent emergency ap- 
pendectomy last week ... William Morris’ William Murray is associate 
director of Treasure Hour broadcasts (Defense Bonds) under Howard 
Dietz ... This is the Texaco ‘donation’ program on which Connie Ernst is 
working ... Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr., may leave CBS to join the United 
States Navy ... Ronnie Ames’ will be the press agent when the British War 





+ 4. 4A. 4A AAS 





++ooe 


| Relief sends Winifred Ashford and Pat MacLeod, of the Women’s Mechan- 


ized Transport Corps, on tour ... Two Englishwomen were heard last 
Wednesday on ‘Danger Is My Business.’ 

John B. Kennedy, WNEW news analyst, lectured at Syracuse U....Don- 
ald Briggs in lead as reporter in ‘City Desk’ show beginning July 5 over 


Jehn Schramm, from WOV, N. Y., pang ...Hershl Levin, Yiddish language commentator on WHOM, vacation- 


ing, and place taken by Arnold Jaffe. 





IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Rudy Vallee drew an extension as conferencier on the Sealtest Show 
to Jan. 1....Maj. Marvin Young, NBC producer, feted by his confreres 
before shoving off for Washington and a hitch in the army’s morale di- 
vision....There also was a bending of elbows on the occasion of Tony 
Martin’s last show for Woodbury....National Boy Scouts Council kudosed 
Harrison Holliway with a special award for his efforts in its behalf.... 
Nelson ‘Pete’ Pringle, KNX news bureau head, analyzes the news five 
times a week for Union Oil over Columbia’s California network....An- 
nouncing staff at KNX added Wesley Mears, onetime studio guide.... 
DeSoto dealers bankrolling Frank Bull’s ‘Sports Bullseye’ for a year on 
KFWB....Franklin Bingman rubbed down for another quarter of news- 
casting on NBC by his linament sponsor....Paul Pierce given the pro- 
duction helm on Columbia’s Latin-American good-willer, ‘Southern Cruise,’ 
steaming out July 4 with Dick Powell, Frances Langford and Arthur Q. 
Bryan as first mates....Lester Linsk joined Music Corp. after checking 
out of Lyons & Lyons....Matrimonial bug nipped.Grace .Alworth ~and 
John Roder, producer; Barbara Smith and Rickard Hall, scripter, all at 
KNX....James McFadden, radio head of McKee & Albright, here to talk 
over summer plans with Dick Mack, Sealtest producer....Dave Rose, 
KHJ musie director, dished up the tune, ‘Hollywood Boulevard,’ which 
Chamber of Commerce is calling its own....Bill Davidson transferred 
down from KFRC, Frisce, to KHJ for emceeing duties, 


IN CHICAGO... 


Four Vagabonds set by NBC for club date at the Civitan International 
convention in the Morrison hotel....Jonathan Hale added to cast of ‘Scat- 
tergood Baines,’ Viola Berwick, Roland Butterfield and Dorothy Meade to 
‘Road of Life’ and Nanette Sargeant, Fred Barron and Herb Butterfield to 
‘Right to Happiness’....Jules Herbuveaux, NBC program chief in Chi, 
back from eastern headquarters huddle. 

WIND has renewed its news commentators, Irving Pflaum of the Chi- 
cago Daily Times and Dr, Gerkard Schacher of the Medill School of 
Journalism at Northwestern U., and has added Associated Press wire ser- 
vice....Alexander McQueen going back on WGN with his ‘Nothing But 
the Truth’ program, riding Monday through Friday for five minutes each 
morning....Vera Lane will debut as WBBM singer and Cliff Johnson as 
announcer on the new ‘Deep Night’ program starting Monday (7) with 
Dave Bacal, WBBM organist, supplying the music base....After 12 years 





as secretary in the NBC press offices Agnes Seward has resigned. 
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: CBS Tops in Quarter Hour Firsts / 


£4-400004644 


As summer sets in on the radio networks the latest Cooperative Analysis 
of Broadcasting reports reveals the Columbia Broadcasting System leading 
the Red and Blue webs of NBC, according to the quarter-hour breakdown 
system used in various advertising agencies for comparative purposes. 
This method divides the broadcast schedules into 15-minute units and 
credits the top ranking percentage to that period. This method skips over 
the uneven time question of quarter, half and full hours. This computa- 
tion presently shows CBS with most quarter-hour firsts as follows: 





AFTER- 
MORNING NOON NIGHT TOTAL 
i Serres 26 67 81 174 
DEE ectcesene, OO 65 33 120 
BLUE ........ 3 9 12 


In visual explanation of how the quarter- -hour comparisons work out as 
a picture of program popularities, network by network, the following chart 
for Tuesday night, CBS best night, distributes stars in the following 
sequence: 





HOW “QUARTER- WINS” ARE COMPUTED 

DATA BASED ON TUESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 

6PM 2 8 9 10 
CBS jae) tlie) [elie |e | te | ie | | | | oe oe 
RED { Kiki Kk ki kik 
BLUE {| |* 


6PM j ) . 10 TPM 
} NO COMMERCIAL NETWORK PROGRAM AT THIS TIME 
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$1. 18 Line Cost for $1 in Biz 


Charges of Ex-Mutual Affiliate Put Senate Spotlight 
on ‘Bigger-Than-ASCAP’ Fixed Charges 








Washington, July 1. that this sum substantially exceeded | 


WCKY, CINCINNAT 
FIAT TO FILE 


‘Move Over’ Petitions For 
Choice Berths Expected 
To Increase Following 


KOA, Denver, Case 





D.C. INDIFFERENT 





Washington, July 1. 

General raid on the Class I-A chan- 
nels, now that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has refused 
to reconsider its decision breaking 
down the 850-kc ribbon formerly 
dominated by KOA, Denver, is an- 
ticipated in industry circles and the 
clear-channel group is getting set 
for a determined defense of the long- 
established policy upon which New 
Dealers are looking with apparent 
disinterest. The clear-channel gang 
isn’t exactly on the ropes yet, but 
fears the cards are stacked against 
them. 


Suggestions that the Commish call 
another general legislative hearing 
have been heard in industry circles 
since a wholesale assault impends 
and the holders of the 24 remaining 





Grabby disposition of the tele- 
phone company (A.T.&T.) was criti- 
cized roundly last week during wind- 
up of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee hearings on the 
proposed anti-monopoly regulations. 
Either a Congressional or an FCC in- 
quiry into the reasons for and rea- 
sonableness of the tariffs imposed on 
broadcasters was demanded by Sena- 
tor Homer T. Bone, Democrat, of 
Washington. 

With a deep distrust of the Bell 
system, Bone caustically commented 
several times that the radio industry 
seems to be in the clutches of a Shy- 
lock who makes money even if no- 
body else does and somebody should 
do something to lighten the load on 
broadcasters. Bone called for data | 
that will show the amount the | 
A.T.&T. has sunk in the lines used | 
for radio program distribution and | 
the return, instructing Seymour | 
Creager of the Commish legal staff 
to give him a report on what the 
regulators have done about super- 
vising these tolls. 

Bone showed lively interest after 
J. W. Lee, of KGFF, Shawnee, Okla., 
testified his line charges exceeded 
the revenue from Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System, even though his station 
was hooked to the web only with 
Class C wires. Earlier Niles Tram- | 
mell hed related that NBC’s annual | 
bill is $4,000,000 against Columbia’s | 
$2,000,000 and Mutual’s $1,000,000. 


$1.18 for $1 in Biz 


The Oklahoman testified that for 
every $1 received from MBS it cost 
him $1.18 for the wires that brought 
the web programs to his plant. He 
pointed out that a Class A wire, 
costing $8 per mile per month was 
more than he could afford and 
shocked Bone by explaining the 
charge for Class C lines is $5.10. 

‘It seems to me a little more rigid in- 
quiry into the line charges might 
be wise,’ the Washington Democrat 
remarked, noting the Shawnee sta- 
tion had to pay more than $60 yearly 
per mile. ‘It’s no wonder the tele- 
phone company pays dividends. The 
telephone company seems to have 
fastened itself on this business so 
that it makes money even if nobody 
else does.’ 

When Bone observed he’d like to 
know what the Bell System's ‘over- 
all take is’ from the radio industry, 
he was advised by Creager that FCC 
Tecords showed charges for regular 











links and special pick-ups cost | 
broadcasters about $8,000,000 last | 
year. Bone commented disgustedly | 


fees paid to ASCAP. 

At another point, Bone said he 
felt the charges for special connec- 
tions to make possible remotes are 
‘frightful’ and wondered why the | 
radio business doesn’t make more 
squawks. He observed that the A.T. 
& T. seldom appeared at Congres- 
sional hearings, though it has a big 
stake in the industry welfare. 

During the testimony of Charles 
B. Hasbrook of WCAX, Burlington, 
Vt., the caustic solon suggested ‘you 
ought to get out of radio and go into 
the telephone business.’ Hasbrook 
remarked ‘they got there ahead of 
us. Bone was ‘astonished’ the Bell 
System ‘hasn't got around to the 
Pittsburgh-plus system,’ the way in 
which the steel industry used to cal- 
culate costs from a ‘basing point’ and 
observed ‘it’s an idea they could flirt 
with.’ 





WOL CHIDES, 


SCRAMS N.AB. 


WOL, Washington, makes the 
seventh Mutual Network affiliate to} 
resign from the National Association 
of Broadcasters. WOL submitted its 
exiting paper last week along with a 
blast which accused the association 
of ‘undemocratic 
minority point of view. 

The letter quotes from an N. A. B. 
memorandum on the hearings of the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com-| 
mittee which stated that ‘the pur- 
pose of this memorandum is to offer 
a brief review presented from the 


| viewpoint of the majority opinion of 


the radio broadcasting industry’ 
WOL’s letter questioned whether the 
memo actually represented the ma- 
jority point of view but added, that 
assuming it did, ‘then where is the 
report representing the minority?’ 

WOL’s letter closed with the re- 
mark that when the N. A. B. again 
becomes representative of the en- 
tire industry the station will again 
apply for membership. 





Durstine’s Petro! Acct. 





Roy S. Durstine agency has ob- 
tained the Macmillan Petroleum 
Corp., of Los Angeles, account, for- 
merly handled by Erwin, Wasey. 

Company sells Macmillan Ring- 
Free lubrication. 


treatment’ of the} 


I-A stripes apparently will be hard 
pressed to preserve their status. A 


| move may be made shortly to bring 


— a general confab over the 


| present need for protecting the sec- | 


ondary service area of high-power 
plants, with the hope some binding 
| policy can be established which will 
let everybody know just where the | 


| 


| regulators stand. 


Thinly-veiled fear that clear chan- 
| nels definitely are doomed has been 
| reflected, especially since it is so 
doubtful if NBC’s court challenge of 
the decision allowing WHDH, Boston, 
to operate full time on KOA’s fre- 
quency, will succeed. An appeal 
has been filed, but it is limited from 
necessity. to procedural questions 
chiefly whether the FCC was on 
sound ground in restricting the right 
of NBC to fight the Boston plant’s 
plea. At the best, the clear-channel- 


would be the same regardless of 
what evidence might be submitted 
}on behalf of KOA and the other 24 
| I-A operators 

Since the ini 
| postpone effectiveness of the WHDH 
decision, let alone reconsider the 
| while matter, L. B. Wilson has 





|} moved quickly to take advantage of | 
the apparent FCC feeling that sec- | 


ondary service should not be pro- 


tected beyond a limited area. He | 


| asked the Commish on June 21 to 
| shift his WCKY, Cincinnati, from 
1490 to 640, on which KFI, Los An- 
| geles, is the full-time plant, and 
| there are three class II outlets (WOI, 


Ames, Ia.; WHKC., Columbus, and 
WNAD, Norman, Okla.). 

Although the clear-channel issue 
iis not presented, KSD, St. Louis, has 
| petitioned for a transfer from 550 to 
| 940 and a boost to 50 kw. Latter 
ribbon, in the Class I-B category, 
| ane is occupied only by WMAZ, 
| Macon, Ga., a Class II transmitter. 
he St. Louis Post-Dispatch sees in 
| the present attitude of the regula- 
|tors a chance to get much better 


facilities than were provided by the 
four-way agreement with competi- 
tors in its area negotiated a year} 
or so ago after prolonged scrapping. 


While WCKY is the only station 
so far to try profiting from the 
philosophy voiced in the WHDH de- 
cision, numerous rumors have circu- 
lated that others will follow Wilson’s 
lead until there may be so many re- 
quests that the fundamental clear 


viewed. 
Ohio governor, has shelved thoughts | 


Dayton, since it was pointed out 
somebody else might seek privileges | 


his WSB, Atlanta. Renewed talk is 
heard that Ed Craney, friend of; 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler of Mon- 





, 
| 
| 
| 
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OT-S0-CLEAR CHANNELS 





Edward G. Robinson's $100,000 Gift 
Climax of Dullish U.S.0. Broadcast 





Travers Wells at Bates 
For Guy Lombardo Show 


Travers Wells, recently of the 
Steve Hannagan publicity office and 
previously with Lord & Thomas, 


joins the Ted Bates agency July 28, 
as direetor-supervisor of the Guy 
Lombardo show for Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet. Band is now sponsored 
by Lady Esther, but switches to the 
new account for the Aug. 4 broad- 
cast. 

Wells is taking a vacation before 
joining the Bates office. 


15 Stations Get 
Ruggles Discs 
Via Zone Suds 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Some 15 new outlets for the Bri- 











, | ing, via B.B.D.&O., 
and WDBO, Or- | 


| ites cannot hope for more than court | 
action forcing the regulators to hold | » 
another hearing—and it is taken for | 
granted the outcome in that event | 


refused to 


channel policy will have to be re-| 
James M. Cox, the former | ¢ 


of asking full time on 640 for WHIO, 


of using the 740 stripe assigned to! 








| sacher-Davis agency’s ‘Barrel of 
Fun’ co-op show were lined up this 


|week. Charlie Ruggles’ transcrip- 
tions have been spotted on three 
| Alaska stations, KFQD, Anchorage; 
KFAR, Fairbanks; KGBU, Ketchi- 
|can, plus KHSL, Chico, Cal., and 
|KXO, El Centro, Cal., for ‘Acme 
| Brewing. WIBX, Utica, WJTN, 
| Jamestown; WMRN, Marion, O.; 
|WMAN, Marshfield, O., and WLEU, 
| Erie, Pa., get Pancakes via Brewing 
| Corporation of America through 
| Hubbell agency, Cleveland. 


WCHA, Charleston; WBLK, 
'Clarksberg, and WWVA, Wheeling, 
W. Va., are set for Fort Pitt Brew- 


Pittsburgh. On 
WFTB, Sarasota, 
lando, Fla., for Southern Brewing, 
\through Peninsula Advertising of 
Tampa. 





BOTH 1.0. SHOWS IN 


Chicago, July 1. 
Both of the Mars Candy 
Dr. I. Q. and Dr. I. Q. Junior, 
| move to Minneapolis this month. 
Dr. I. Q., currently originating in 
the Fox, Detroit, shifts to the Or- 
pheum in Minneapolis on July 14. 


will 


On the day preceding (July 13) 
ithe Dr. I. Q. Junior show will move 
|into Minneapolis from Toledo. 

Grant agency here handles ac- 
count. 
to get in on WEAF’s 660 ribbon in| 
order to get the long-desired right | 
to boost his preaeed Butte, to 50 kw. 

The clear-channe group intends | 


ito go on trying to inturwones in any 


proceeding that might result in arbi- 
trary FCC reclassification of fre- 
quencies, despite the refusal to 


listen to its evidence in support of 
KOA’s claim to exclusive night oc- 
cupancy of 850. It would not be 
particularly surprising if this crowd, 
which has been trying to mobilize 
| listeners in the farm areas, asks the 
Commish to open up the entire ques- 
tion, take evidence on social and 
economic as well as engineering fac- 
tors, and redetermine the way the 
United States makes use of the 
stripes allotted under the Havana 
Treaty. This admittedly would be 
a gamble in view of the feeling 
shown by a majority of the regula- 
tors, some of whom wanted to 
throw clear channels out the win- 
dow at the time the North American 
pact was placed in operation. 
ad 
AP’s radio subsidiary, Press Assn.., 
Inc., is now issuing complete news 
| geature scripts cued for music and 





} 








SAME TOWN SAME TIME: 


shows, | 


,' 
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Hollywood, July 1. 

Typical of Hollywood's full co- 
operation with the national defense 
efforts but not typical of Hollywood's 
better efforts to entertain was the 
CBS broadcast Sunday (29) for the 
United Service Organizations. It did 
contain one dramatic highlight when 
Edward Arnold announced over the 
air that he held in his hand a check 
for $100,000, a gift to the U.S.O. from 
Edward G. Robinson. Everything 
else paled by comparison with that 
gesture. 

{The 100G is his studio salary in a 
forthcoming picture, ‘The Man They 
Couldn’t Kill.’] 

Hollywood's rally ran for an hour 
and was too talky, with production 
loosely knit, many pauses and mis- 
cued musical bridges interrupting 
even flow of star acts. There were 
few attempts at originality, and these 
fared badly. Most of the turns have 
been heard from other Hollywood 
benefits and no less than four of top- 
billed talent let it go at getting in a 
few words for need of morale in 
camps and coin in USO coffers. 
Most asked that coin be mailed them 
personally, to be turned over to fund, 
This is a new angle. 

Military fanfare signed in show 
and brought Arnold to mike with 
‘Hollywood Goes on Duty Again.’ 
Arnold turned over emceeing to sev- 
eral privates, acquitting themselves 
creditably. Norma Shearer opened 
with plea for fund, and Nelson Eddy 
followed with rendition of ‘Song at 
Twilight’ with Meredith Willson ba- 
toning. Burns and Allen pattered 
with army gags for first comedy in- 
terlude, and then Rudy Vallee and 
the brothers Barrymore did rowdy 
turn that had John and Lionel twit- 
ting each other. Too noisy to be too 
funny and at times on ragged edge. 
Whispered aside had one of the Bar- 
rymores muttering, ‘Who the hell 
came with you, a blonde’ After con- 
| siderable persiflage havine to do 
| with the brothers, Vallee joined them 
|in a ditty about the sreat profile. 

Jane Withers got intro as concert 
star and then banged into ‘Hut Sut.’ 
Loretta Young put in her plea for 
contributions, but orchestra drowred 
her out at finish. Comedy bit by 
Fanny Brice and Hanley Stafford 
was followed by the Robinson 100G 
donation. Robinson previously had 
asked the country to contribute for 
camp entertainment and appended 
j}remarks on his contribution with 
‘my pleasure and expression of senti- 
ment for the cause.’ Frances Lang- 
ford and Dick Powell dueted, and 
Tyrone Power pleaded for donations 
and asked they be sent to him per- 
sonally. 

Comedy sketch by True Boardman 
which he said would solve double- 
| bill problem brought on Irene Dunne, 








'Charles Boyer, Rosalind Rus: sell, 
| Cary Grant. One of those double- 
| talk things in which the males and 
|}femmes spoke in unison. It may 
have been impressive to audience out 
|front, but flattened on the air, 


| Wasted talents of four top names. 

| Connie Boswell scored in ‘Inter- 
mezzo’ and then Bette Davis read 
wire from Secretary of Navy Frank 
| Knox. 

Leon Leonardi directed music on 
|show, aided by Willson and Lud 
| Gluskin. Charles Vanda produced, 
and Hal Mediord scripted. 





Welbourn Kelly Supervising 
Radio Scripts for Navy; 
Continues ‘Lower Basin St.’ 


Welbourn Kelley, NBC staff writ- 
er, resigned last week to become 
supervisor of scripts for the radio 
section of the Navy Department, in 
Washington. Started his new duties 
yesterday (Tuesday). He will also 
continue writing ‘Chamber Music 
Society of Lower Basin Street’ 
series. 


Before joining the NBC scripting 
staff, Kelley was with the network’s 
publicity department and previous 
to that was with the AP and various 





tana, again is on the verge of trying! sound effects, ready for production. newspapers. 
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Checking Up on the Washtub Weepers 





The daytime serials are better tec 
tion artistically. 


hnically than their collective reputa- 


Some of them are downright good. Some range to pad- 


ding and excessive gobs of hoke. But all in all, after careful, patient, and 
perhaps courageous, exposure to two dozen or more serials in the last 
week or two VARIETY reviewers report that the scripts, the directing and 


the acting are generally better than 


a year or two back. With, however, 


more than a couple conspicuous examples of slightly indigcstible corn pud- 


ding. 


The plots of current sequences are touched upon in the follow-up com- 


ment below. 
which is not to belittle the leading 


The plots are the sum and substance of the soap operas, 


lady’s tremolo. The daytime serials 


put the housewives of America through a daily emotional wringer, and 
no wonder real-life husbands sometimes find the little woman preoccupied 
at dinner, the way she toiled over a hot radio all day. 

+2 





‘Stella Dallas,’ : 
mert given air billing as author, is 
currently involved in a tangle of 
husbands and wives, ex-dittos—and 
their assorted offspring. It’s appar- 
ently aimed at the self-analytical 
housewives who constantly examine 
their own situations to find out why 
life and love and marriage hasn't 
been just all one long dream. Stella, 
a tough-voiced dame with a crude 
background, has been seeing her ex- 
hubby, to virtually everyones in- 
sistently-expressed disapproval. Ob- 
viously her intentions are the best, 
but of course no one a 
script recognizes that. ’s inclin 
to a pretty heavy going (NBC Red) 
and, to the casual tuner, rather too 
complex. On 2 recent Wednesday 
show, Beatrice di Silvara, who's ap- 

arently something extra-impressive 
in the beauty biz, appeared in person 
to plug Phillips’ milk of magnesia 
facial cream. 





‘Backstage Wife’ is weathering a 
terrifically tense sequence these days. 
It deals with gangsters, threatened 
murder and all sorts of skullduggery. 
Pretty hokey at times, but rather 
skillful, particularly the way the 
script draws suspense steadily up- 
ward to the fadeout climax. Piano 
accompaniment to some of the action 
mars the illusion, and the way some 
of the characters talk to themselves 
to tell the audience what’s going on 
is a bit transparent. But generally 
a credible stint. Commercial punches 
hard on the fact the Dr. Lyons is in 
powder form. On NBC-Red. 





‘David Harum,’ Babo’s cracker- 
barrel handyman and rural Good 
€amaritan on the NBC Red, out- 
smarted himself recently when he 
got the local hawkshaw so confused 
in legal complications that that 
worthy gent resigned and handed 
over his town constable badge and a 
baffling murder mystery to the old 
boy. So now Harum has to uncover 
the slayer of Gregory, the knavish 
butler of mystery writer Jeffers. All 
the clues point to the author, but 
Aunt Polly (in one of the most 
quavering trick voices in AFRA his- 
tory) insists he’s innocent, In its 
way, the show is palatable hoke. 
Title character is well scripted and 
nicely played, but the whodunit 
author sounds almost as old-maidish 
as Aunt Polly. Chapter caught built 
to a punchy surprise climax. 





‘Martha Webster’ continues to be 
saintliest of the serial 


one of the 


heroines — no mean achievement. 


She’s such a tolerant, kindly, sym- 
pathetic, generous, courageous CBS 
is well 


Game. However, the part 


Current 


young Virginia and the wiles of 
Lloyd, the husband from whom she’s 
separated. Seems he gave an auto- 
which 
just goes to show what a cad he is. 
stuff, with Ralph 
Dumke still providing a lively in- 
the 
chapters with philosophical solilo- 
quies, And Del Sharbutt suggests a 
smile in his reading of the Camp- 


mobile to her kid brother, 
retty homey 
gredient. 


Martha introduces 


bell’s vegetable soup plugs. 





‘Road of Life’ (NBC-Red) is about 
to witness some ultra-devious doings 
by members of the medical profes- 
zion. And when the daytime serials 
show doctors as anything but saints, 


with Anne Hum-| 


tense. Then Dr. Alec went to see 
‘Tubby,’ who, it seems, was kndcked 
goofy by a gang of hoodlums. But 
hubby spurned his old pal. ‘Get 
out,’ he ranted, ever more violently, 
‘get out, get out.’ Wives at least 
learned that Bisquick is excellent for 
use for outdoor cooking on camping 
trips. = 

‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ is stretch- 
ing the title a bit in its current se- 
quence on CBS. Story is about a gal 
named Patricia who, though married 
to a trainee named Barry, is sliding 
toward an affair with her old beau 
;Logan Smith (not to be confused 
' witn essayist Logan Piersol Smith, as 
seripters Carl Bixby and Don Becker 
fail to mention). She's apparently 
kind of dim-witted, as well as self- 
centered, according to the dialog— 
‘will you zo away if I kiss you good- 
bye?’ Other characters on the show 
include a gal named Chichi, who isn’t 
going to tell hubby about Patricia 
because Smith (a regular serial heel) 
gave her a better job in his father’s 
store if she’d keep quiet, a guy 
named Steve and a Hebe-accented 
David Solomon. Procter & Gamble’s 
extra-length commercials for Ivory 
flakes are identical with those on 
‘Against the Storm’ on NBC-Red. 

‘Romance of Helen Trent’ on CBS 
aims particularly at the yearning-to- 
be-young-again housewives with the 
intro that ‘romance need not be over 
for a woman of 35—romance may be- 
gin at 35.’ Plot itself is now localed 
in that glamor canital. Hollywood. 
Wednesday’s (25) episode was mostly 
a long, leisurely confab between 
Helen and hubby, the art director at 
a film studio. Both were being pretty 
thankful that they're not going to be 
blind after ali—and because the baby 
is coming. Litt’e action on the show 
and only a single scene change, 
Commercials plug Bisodol as cure for 
‘excess stomach acidity’ and ‘acid 
distress.’ Also mentioned an illus- 
trated article about the program ina 
radio fan mag. 

‘When a Girl Marries’ she’s apt to 
become involved in all sorts of melo- 
drama, according to the serial’s go- 
ings-on heard Wednesday (25) on 
CBS. Current sequence deals with a 
perjury-loaded divorce trial of Phil 
and Eve Stanley. A low-life named 








dirty work, topped when a Mrs. 
stand after giving a flock of whopper 


evidence. 





Prudential 
listcners 


pay increased premiums. 





brother Tom and the 


the old man has. gotten 
Mrs. Stephanie Sommers. In a single 
conversation-loaded 


ator Jeff Corbett, the 


back, of course) 
Sommers. 


and marry Mrs 


Ashby dropped dead on the witness 


Bad-man Wilde has a con- 
vincingly sinister sound, while about- 
to-be-divorced Eve Stanley was ultra- 
played and some of the supporting | tremulous. 
characters have enough color to re-| commercial urged 
lieve a bit cf the script’s saccharine. 


20 Winks 


} 
| 
| 


Wilde has apparently cooked up the | 





Those early morning pro- 
grams on New York stations all 
have one thing in common—the 
engineering is awful. Differ- 
ence in volume between a com- 
mercial and the playing of a 
record drives a listener nuts. It 
means continous twisting of the 
volume control for the listener. 
A film operator in the booth of 
a theatre can ruin a picture, so 
an engineer at the control panel 
can make a bum of a radio pro- 
gram. Take a bow, boys, you're 
lousey .... Manhattan has five 
stations on the air ‘till 4 a.m., 
WHOM, WHN, WEVD, WNEW, 
and WOR. After four o’clock 
just WNEW and WOR fight it 
out; WHN quits at three. But 
it plays the loudest records, 
positively. If a disk is just wild 
that’s not enough for WHN, it’s 
got to be frantic....Sunday 
nights David Niles (WEVD) has 
New York to himself from three 
to four. And what does he do 
with it? Nothing. Davey ought 
to change that maudlin para- 
graph introducing his final 15 
minutes in which he ‘rests, re- 
laxes, and reminisces.’ Hear it 
twice and it starts to take on a 
comedy angle. But Davey must 
like it because he serves it regu- 
larly at 3:45. 


Meanwhile, the opposition gets 
tougher. But WOR’s Jerry Law- 
rence can’t just coast on 50,000 
watts. It’s nice, but it’s not 
everything.' Even the birds 
sound good some times at 4:30 
....Ear-catching themes: Duke 
Daly’s, Charlie Teagarden’s, Al- 
vino Rey’s, Whiteman’s....Gene 
Austin could do himself, and 
WOR, a lot of good if the sta- 
tion would give him 30 minutes 
and he’d give his routine some 
thought. To suddenly hear 
someone who can really sing a 
song, at 1:30 a.m., after a salvo 
of those hokey-pokey band vo- 
calists, is something. But 15 
minutes for Austin isn’t enough 
except if he doesn’t care. Then 
it’s too much. 

Shudders of the week: Tea- 
garden’s (Charles) murdering of 
‘Aurora’? Vaughn Monroe’s dirty 
trick to ‘Pagliacci’? All singing 
song titles. Whiteman’s ‘Maria 
Elena.’ Not because of the way 
he plays it, but because of how 
often he plays it. 








| the latter case, such as on the 
Wednesday (25) program, the dialog 
is from the following day's episode. 
Obviously, that’s intended as a teaser 


the show that much more complex. 
Actress playing Lucrece in the cur- 
rent sequence has a persuasive voice 
quality. Incidentally, since the pro- 
gram’s title doesn’t contain the name 
of any character on the show, the 
story doesn’t have to stick to any 





Insurance | 
not to} 


scene Wednes- 
day (25) on NBC-Red, they all be- 
labored the subiect until finally Sen- 
swain of 
daughter Connie. admits he’s known 
for some time that Grimm is going 
to divorce his wife (who wants him 


, h yas tt ima? 
where's the future. of romance? In| the only saat . bi Bigs Meyer oe 
fact, where's the future? “Anyway,| episode. Plot outline should last a 


it seems Dr. Jim Bent has a jealous 
rival physician who’s out to get him, 
with no prescriptions barred. Ques- 
tion, too, whether Dr. Jim is going 
to remain too blind to marry that 
who adores him sv. 

wo things appear obvious—Dr. Par- 
sons is a villain in medico’s clothing 
and Dr. Jim won’t marry the nurse. 
How can he? What would happen to 
the rating? Chipso’s commercials are 


ny / nurse 


of the C.A.B.-defying length. 





_ ‘Valiant Lady’ is getting the emo- 
tional works on NBC-Red at present. 
But the serial isn’t so named for 
nothing. Her hubby, Dr. ‘Tubby’ 
Scott, may be going loco, but she'll 
stay in there and suffer for dear old 
Bisquick if she has to yank the 
housewife listeners’ nerves to shreds 
doing it. Meeting hubby’s old friend 
Alec, the brain surgeon, in a drug- 
store the other day she unburdened 
herself through the montage-chatter 
of customers, ‘My husband is de- 
ranged, doctor. He’s out of his mind. 
He used to love me; he doesn’t any 
more.’ Both were quavery and ultra- 
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long while at that rate. 


things,’ who eats Kixx. 


timonials. 





guishable actresses 


serials, 


on 


currently, 


Indies. 


be along for months. It’s terrific. 








the close, after the closing plug. In 
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Commercial 
copy told about an aviatrix named 
Rolf, one of those ‘women who do 
In fact she 
even lets her name be used for tes- 


‘Against the Storm,’ on NBC-Red, 
uses the curious and somewhat puz- 
zling narrative device of a line or 
so of dialog at the intro, before the 
opening commercial, and another at 


Dorothy Lowell, in the title part 
of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ on NBC-Red, is 
notable amid a welter of indistin- 
daytime 
Without overemnhasis, she 
somehow projects a blend of tremu- 
lousness and vitality that is quietly, 
yet dramatically, appealing. Program 
is wading in capital-lettered ‘plot’ 
having wandered via a 
misdirected plane flight, to the East, 
There, of course, tropical 
passions are smouldering all over 
the studio. And the next boat won't 


has no permanent lead, as some 
serials do. 





‘Ma Perkins,’ the veteran Procter 


| Ser, but her daughter and son-in- 
law, the Paul Hendersojs, are at last 


‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter,’ her | meeting some plecsant bigwigs in | 
latter’s wife 
Bernice. are all pretty upset because 
in the 
clutches of a scheming dame named 


Washington, where his work as 
Congressman has won him only ene- 
mies and abuse. Writing on the show 
has several original and effective 


slants. Author Orin Tovrov makes 
deft use of cut-backs to parallel 
Scenes in different places. He also 
provides scope for musical back- 
ground to the action, at times using 
the same music for different, but 
concurrent scenes. And he doesn’t 
immediately tip off his characters. 

us, a seemingly gracious couple, 
the Bermans, with Mrs. Berman's 
friendly sister, may turn out to be 
as nice as they seem or villains in 
society clothing. Like all P. & G. 
commercials the Oxydol plugs are 
plenty long. 





‘Guiding Light,” on NBC-Red for 
Procter & Gamble, is going through 
one of those sequences so typical of 
serials. Torchy, who shares an 
apartment with Judy, sees her room- 
mate in love with Gordon Ellis, a 
painter with whom she herself was 
once in love. She has told Judy of 
him only as ‘Mr. Nobody from No- 
where,’ but now it appears (in one 
talk-filled single, slow-moving scene) 
that she'll have to tell all to poor 
little Judy. It’s obviously apparent 
to the entire femme audience exactly 
what slangy, ungrammatical Judy is 
going to have to go through and how 
Torchy is going to have to suffer 
with her. And obviously the audi- 
ence is going to have to suffer, too, 
which appears to be just dandy with 
housewife serial audiences. Opening 
musical theme on the show is rather 
loud organ chords, but the dramatic 


(Continued on page 28) 
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to clutch listener suspense, but makes | 


particular person. Therefore, ‘Storm’ | 


& Gamble heroine on NBC-Red, is | 
| ° ° : 

let policies lapse, lest they be unable | Still in her rocking chair on the 

sequence has to do with|to get another and because they’d| front porch back in Rushville Cen- 

be in a higher age bracket and thus 


| ‘FRONT PAGE FARRELL’ 


With Carlton Young, Virginia Dwyer, 
Ethel Intropidi, Frederic Tozere, 
William Sheiiey, Lucille Meredith, 
Bill Bond 


15 Mins. 
| Daily, 1:30 p.m. 
| WOR-Mutual, New York. 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 





As the first business given to 
WOR-Mutual by the New York of- 
fice of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 


as well as the network's first spon- 
sored serial out of New York, other 
than recorded repeats, ‘Front Page 
Farrell’ is supposed to be some- 


jthing of a _ test. On_ the basis 
|of the Wednesday (25) episode, 
the third of the series, it’s also 


a test of the American listening pub- 
lic. For if audiences will swallow 
such deliberate super-serial hoke as 
this, they will seemingly accept any- 
thing. It’s as though B-S-H, the mass 
producer of serials, had set out to 
show the ultimate in daytime clap- 
trap. It’s a serial to end serials. 

Just consider: ‘Front Page Farrell,’ 
the by-line reporter of the New York 
Eagle, is so outraged when fellow- 
reporter Sallv tells him she’s going 
to marry millionaire Everett Some- 
body, even though she doesn’t really 
love him, that he ‘sweeps her off her 
feet’ (that’s what the script said) and 
rushes her to the altar himself. 
While the gal’s mother wrings her 
hands in anguished frustration, Far- 
rell and jilted old Moneybags meet 
and exchange Sunday-supplement 
threats. Sally keeps them from 
swapping punches, but she obviously 
can't help their corny dialog. Ap- 
parently no one can. 

‘Tl get you yet,’ hisses the million- 
aire, in approximately those very 
words. ‘When you see other women 
riding in the sort of fine cars you 
could have. while you trudge the 
streets, you'll come back to me.’ 

‘How dare you talk to my wife that 
way,’ storms Our Hero. ‘Why I'll 
spread your dirty past all over the 
front page of the Eagle. I'll print 
the dope on that crooked stock deal. 
I'li expose how that model com- 
mitted suicide off your yacht. I'll 
show she didn’t fall overboard—she 
was pushed.’ 

‘YSu try to smear me and you'll 
have the same fate she had,’ the Vil- 
lain sneers in reply. ‘I'll ruin you if 
I have to buy your filthy paper to 
do it. And so on and on. Aside 
from the fact that the supposedly 
heroic newspaper man has very du- 
| biovs professional ethics, the dialog 
|might have been lifted verbatim 
from ‘The Drunkard,’ or some other 
of those humorously-antiquated tear- 
jerkers. How can anything of the 
kind be judged by serious critical 
standards? It’s strictly incredible. 
Of course, with daytime serials, any- 
thing is possible. 
moron-audience school of thought, 
‘Front Page Farrell’ should be an 
exploitation bonanza for Anacin. If 
| so, it’s an appalling commentary on 
the intellectual level of housewife 
audiences. 

According to the credits, the show 
is scripted by Cecilia Lipschutz, 
|from a story outline by Frank and 
|Anne Hummert. Martha Atwell 
bat assisted by Norman Sweet- 
| 





ser. Bill Bond is announcer, Carlton 
Young plays Farrell, Virginia Dwyer 
is Sally, Ethel Intropidi is the girl’s 
mother and Frederic Tozere is the 
millionaire. William Shelley and 
Lucille Meredith have supporting 
Hobe. 


| parts. 
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‘MINNESOTA TO THE DEFENSE’ 
With George Grim 

Drama 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:45 a.m. 

WCCO, Minneapolis 


Inaugurated with a visit to the 
Josten manufacturing plant at Owat- 
onna, Minn., this transcribed series 
aims to publicize in dramatic form 
the state’s defense activities and 
counteract an impression that little 
Government defense spending is tak- 
ing place in Minnesota. George 
Grim, the commentator and pro- 
ducer, is Minneapolis Star-Journal- 
Tribune newspaper radio director. 

In accomplishing his purpose of ac- 
quainting the public with the defense 
work in Minnesota and making the 
public defense activity conscious, 
Grim has done a workmanlike job 
for a starter. While entertainment 
value seems impossible for attain- 
ment in this type of program, he 
nevertheless has injected sufficient 
drama into the script to make it 
compelling. 

A bit of romance at the outset 
found a girl and boy plighting their 
troth following high school com- 
mencement exercises. This opening 
scene, calculated to grab off audience 
attention, fits in because the Josten 
plant manufactured high school com- 
mencement rings before it received 
the Government contract to turn out 
surgical instruments for the defense 
forces. 

Grim explained how such small 
towns as Owatonna may be fitted 
into the defense program. A visit. to 
the factory followed. The establish- 
ment’s vice-president, in an inter- 
view with Grim, told the way in 
which the plant was converted from 
jewelry to surgical instruments. 
Sound of the machinery in action 
provided the atmosphere. Various 
employees were interviewed and re- 
lated how glad they were to do bit 
in the defense program. Rees. 





According to the} 





PLATTERBRAINS 
With Bob Bach, Milt Gabler, Leon- 
ard Feather, Bea Wain, Tommy 

Dorsey , 
Quiz 
25 Mins.—Local 
Friday, 1€ p.m. 

WMCA, New York 

Informal get-together of ‘experts’ 
who try to answer musical quizzes 
filed by listeners with conductor Bob 
Bach makes up an interesting ses- 
sion. But it would be much more 
interesting and much clearer if Bach 
could devise some way of controlling 
the board both in their answers to 
his queries and in extemporaneous 
remarks. This program came over a 
hodge-podge of voices, none too 
clear unless one got in his say alone, 
Too, all concerned are apparently 
grouped around one mike in a small 
studio. 

Permanent board of puthorities on 
jazz, etc., is made up ¢> Milt Gabler, 
operator of Commodore Music Shop, 
N. Y., who gives albums of record. 
ings to listeners stumping the ex- 

erts; Leonard Feather, jive author- 
ity from England, and two guests 
each week. Bea Wain and Tommy 
Dorsey teed-off the guests. Except 
for her early answers, Miss Wain and 
Dorsey almost were shut out by the 
other two. 

Program is built on records and 
questions range from ‘what band and 
what tune’ to tougher things like 
‘who played the trumpet solo in this 
number?’ It’s okay stuff, though its 
audience appeal is limited by an al- 
most strict jazz groove. "That was 
tipped off by Bach’s early crack that 
‘very few ‘Hut-Suts’ and plenty hot 
stuff will be heard.’ Wood. 





‘AMERICA THE FREE’ 

With Victor Arden orch, Myer Rap- 
paport chorus, Ford Bond 

30 Mins. 

ANACIN 

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


To its already extensive radio ex- 
ploitation, Anacin has added two 
more network shows, ‘Front Page 
Farrell,’ a serial on WOR-Mutual, 
and this ‘America the Free,’ half- 
hour musical stanza Saturday morn- 
ings on NBC-Red (WEAF). This 
one seems expertly designed to catch 
mass appeal. Principal limit would 
seem to be the size of the potential 
audience for morning musical shows. 

As heard Saturday (28), the stanza 
was sub-billed, ‘Songs of the Coun- 
try You Love,’ and offered a mixture 
of current pops, marches, folk bal- 
lads and a hymn. Latter, ‘Battle 
Hymn of the Republic,’ was some- 
what incongruously (considering the 
feeling of a large part of the south) 
announced as ‘the song of a united 
America.’ As a matter of fact, the 
title and the whole slant of the pro- 
gram seems a bit of an effort to grab 
the coat-tails of the current na- 
tionalistic drive. 

Opening and closing with a march 
tune, the show caught included the 
‘Hut Sut Song,’ ‘Billy Boy,’ ‘Yippee 
Kiyay.’ ‘Things I Love’ (without bill- 
ing for Tchaikowsky’s_ original), 
‘Band Played On,’ ‘Turkey in the 
Straw,’ ‘Kentucky Home’ and ‘Battle 
Hymn.’ Myer Rappaport chorus 
supplied backgrounds for nearly all 
numbers but the marches, with indi- 
vidual members of the group pro- 
viding occasional vocal solos. As 
usual with Hummert-Victor Arden 
presentations, the arrangements were 
unpretentious and made _ frequent 
use of the hokey ‘Paramount finish.’ 

Few announcements and_ those 
brief. Commercials followed Ana- 
cin’s current theme of plugging the 
assertion that ‘your physician or 
dentist has probably given you 
Anacin in an envelope’ and that the 
product contains ‘not just one, but 
several ingredients.’ Ford Bond de- 
livered them in his familiar highe 
voltage manner. Hobe. 


‘THE MAN FROM WASHINGTON’ 
Serial 
20 Mins. 
Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Author of this one flew in the face 
of tradition by having Scotland Yard 
stuck and obliged to send for an 
American G-Man. If that’s not 
enough, BBC is fixing to have him 
clean up this messy drug-traffic busi- 


ness in six weeks—one rat each 
week. In case there might have 
been any mistake about that. the 


fella says so right out. and the Yard 
chief says ‘Marvelous’ the way only 
a Yard chief. can. ; 

Those responsible for this script 
seem desperately anxious their au- 
dience should not be constrained to 
think. Every little move is staked 
out like a pelt, the ingredients time< 
tried, pulp-lined and _ syrup-fed; 
question and answer dialog does 
more than its share, with each char- 
acter addressed by name in case 
voices on their own are not enough. 
Script is weighty with ‘Superintend- 
ent’ and ‘Mr. Cordell.’ you can al- 
most feel them raise those hard hats 
with which Scotland Yard biggies 
are pictorially invested. 

There’s also a feeling ‘The Man 
From Washington’ has been here be- 
fore, in some guise or other. 





Pappy Cheshire, mzestro of KMOX, 
St. Louis, hillbilly galaxy, reports 
offer from 20th-Fox to do a picture 
based on the 4-H and to co-star with 
Jane Withers. 
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FACTS ABOUT WKRC ano AFRA | 


Sponsors, advertising agencies, radio stations and networks: Do not be misled 
by misrepresentations and half trusts—CONSIDER THESE FACTS: 





























.  WKRC’s RECORD AFRA’s RECORD 


New management has increased wages,im- Forced a strike against the will of over- 
proved working conditions and increased whelming majority of staff artists—only 
employment for radio artists—(contrary four out of seventeen on strike. 

to misleading claims of AFRA, WLW is 

only station in Cincinnati area with AFRA 

contract). 


Recognized right of its employees to select Refused to have Labor Board election. 
representatives and offered to have Labor 





Board election for this purpose. 

Offered to arbitrate differences. Refused to arbitrate. 

Offered to permit outcome of NLRB elec- Refused to permit NLRB election. : | 
tion determine shop provisions. 





| Offered to accept verbatim terms of con- Refused to sign this contract. 
tract signed by AFRA with KYW, Phila- 
delphia. 


Offered to accept full AFRA shop for all Refused this offer, although it has granted 
artists, to be effective when competitors similar concessions in other cases. 
signed similar contract with AFRA. 





Offered to accept AFRA shop for two of | Refused although recently signed con- 
three classifications of artists. tracts with other stations covering only an- 
nouncers. 


AFRA called this strike against the wishes of the overwhelming majority of the staff artists. Only four 





out of seventeen staff artists are on strike even though AFRA has resorted to threats and intimidation 
| to force out all artists. ‘The NLRB has not made any findings against WKRC. In an effort to defeat 
a NLRB election of WKRC artists, AFRA recently, in desperation, filed charges which, if true, should 


have been filed weeks ago. WKRC denies these charges and will prove them false. 


Again in desperation, AFRA now threatens illegal boycotts of advertising agencies producing network 





shows in New York, Chicago, San Francisco and elsewhere. This dictatorial, undemocratic and illegal 
procedure, if successful, will place advertisers, affiliates and employees at the mercy of a few paid 
AFRA organizers, because by threatening to eliminate chain programs, these organizers can compel 
the affiliates and their employees to bow to their will, even though that will is unfair to the employees, 


the public and the station. 


CONSIDER THESE FACTS AND THEN DETERMINE WHO HAS BEEN UNFAIR AND UNREASONABLE 








Since the strike was called, WKRC’s billings have INCREASED. Bookings signed since the strike’s 


inception have offset minor suspensions of accounts three-fold. 





* lh, Sage ae eee 





(Signed) HULBERT TAFT, JR., Gen’l Mgr. Radio Station WKRC, 


ad oF! 38 





























































































VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 2, 1941 











+ Radio Daffodils - 











Roston—Shortly after lightning struck William R. Williams, local auto- | Blundell, 


KSTP Salesman Killed 


Minneapolis, July 1. 
Jerry Voyer, 27, KSTP salesman, 





‘and his companion, Miss Blanche 
26, Minnezzolie model, 


mobile salesman, while he was playing golf, he was interviewed from his were instantly killed when Voyer's 
bedside during the Loose-Wiles-Sunshine dramatized news program over | car collided head-on with another 


WNAC. 





| machine. 
| Accident occurred in a Twin Cities 


Sioux City, Ia.—Station KSCJ, local NBC outlet, joined the K. A. Mur- | suburb. 


ray Motor Co., local Studebaker dealer, in staging a four-block traffic race | 
between a horse and a Studebaker car. 


race in another car and described it via portable shortwave transmitter. 


Whe horse won. 





Schenectady — Vic Campbell, WGY assistant program manager, while 
doing production on ‘Speaking of Books,’ reluctantly left his stop-watching 


to answer an ‘urgent’ out-of-town phone message. 


A Utica woman, of 


Scotch birth, had made the 75-mile call to protest strenuously against the 
use of the word, ‘England,’ rather than ‘Great Britain,’ in program then in 
progress. ‘Now don’t hang up,’ said the Scotch lady, ‘I've paid for three 


minutes.’ 





The White Cliffs of Dover’ Done on BBC 
But Not as Solo Reading as in America 


London, June 13. 

BBC’s broadcast of Alice Duer 
Miller’s poem of Anglo-British sen- 
timent, ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’ 
was broadcast here by a method 
quite different from that used in 
‘America last season when Lynn Fon- 
tanne’s reading (as reviewed in 
Variety) was one of the dramatic 
highlights of the broadcast season. 
Constance Cummings had the sad- 
sweet lines of the American girl who 
marries an Englishman, loses him in 
one war and sees her half-English 
son go off to fight in another war. 
But for BBC’s yersion there were 
other actors (among them John Mc- 
Kechnie, Gladys Young) and* there 
were too many musical bridges and 
interruptions. 

(Yanks were not altogether 
pleased with the musical score even 
in the highly-praised Lynn Fon- 
tanne reading referred to by Vari- 
ETY’s London reviewer above.—Ed). 

However the subject matter could 
not fail of heart-tug and appeal here 
any more than in the U. S. Miss 
Cummings gave the central figure an 
intelligent treatment after a some- 
what slow warming up in which the 
production of Val Gielgud seemed to 
obstruct rather than aid the telling. 
On the whole it was good stuff with 
the chief criticism a seeming failure 
of adaptor M. H. Allen and the BBC 
maestro to harmonize words and mu- 
sic better, 








KGA, Spokane, to 10,000 W 


| 


| 
| 
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|installation of 





Experienced 





Minneapolis, July 1. 

When 800 youngsters suffered 
heat prostrations during the cel- 
ebration of Children’s Mass at 
the National Eucharistic Con- 
gress and KSTP was apprised of 
the situation, Stan Hubbard put 
entire staff to work calling med- 
ical societies and hospitals. 

Congress officials had wanted 
KSTP tv put out a radio appeal 
for doctors and nurses, but Hub- 
bard believed that would unduly 
alarm too many parents. 





Charles Sebastion followed the | 





Spokane, July 1. 
KGA, NBC Blue network outlet 


in Spokane, was granted a construc- 
tion permit Wed, (25) authorizing 
new _ transmitting 
equipment, directional aerial, and an 
increase in power from 5,000 to 10,- 
000 watts. Approximately $200,000 
will be spent in installing new equip- 
ment, which will be located in the 
same building with the 5,000-watt 
KHQ transmitter. 

Both stations are owned and op- 
erated by Louis Wasmer, Inc., KHQ 
is the red network outlet here. 





— 
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| Follow-up Comment 





Continued from page 2¢ 


Stenographers 6% Less Interested 





extent of 59%. 


Agency handling a dramatic show which has been a click consist- 
ently year after year was recentlv jarred when the account involved 
put in a stiff complaint about the quality of the programs this season. 
The agency, admitting itself puzzled, went over the list of the produc- 
tions and the roster of stars used, and came to the conclusion that the 
all-around quality was superior to what it had been the year before. 
Ratings this season were also relatively higher. 

The tipoff as to what it was all about came a week later. The agency 
learned that the account had taken a poll of the stenographers in the 
home office and found that whereas last year 65% 
regularly to the series, this season the stenos were fans only to the 


of them listened 





intro is toned down and more atmos- 
pheric. 





‘Vic and Sade,’ as heard via tran- 
scription repeat on WOR, New York, 
Tuesday (24) night, was a talky bit 
between the title couple and their 
son, Rush, about a four-foot piece 
of railroad track, weighing 440 
pounds, which Uncle Fletcher is 
going to give them as a door-stop. 
It'll be covered with plush and have 
an embroidered motto on it. There 
were a couple of mild snickers in the 
chapter, but it was generally kinda 
uneventful. Usually, Vic’s dry 
humor uncorks several genuinely 
amusing slants at~Sade on each 
stanza—and either Sade or Rush can 
dish out the wit, too. Author Paul 
Rhymer had an off day this script. 





‘Aunt Jenny's Real Life Stories’ 
used a slight variation, Wednesday 
(25) on CBS, of that threadbare 
serial theme, the heroic surgeon who 
has lost faith in himself because 
one of his patients died. As a switch, 
‘Aunt Jenny’ told about a woman 
surgeon who had lost faith, ete., but 
who regained her confidence when 
she was forced to perform a highly 
difficult emergency appendectomy 
on her husband. It was acceptable 
commercial corn. Show continues 
the legend that the yarns are the 
honest-to-MecCoy actuality. An- 
nouncement at the close asserts that 
‘true names are never used in Aunt 
Jenny’s Real Life Stories.’ Commer- 
| cials also work on the true-life angle, 
las ‘Aunt Jenny’ and_= garrulous 
| friends spiel on about the marvelous 
| pies baked the ‘Spry full-flavor way’ 
with ‘Spry, the flavor-saver.’ There’s 
even a testimonial letter. 


‘Manhattan at Midnight’ (NBC- 
Blue) Wednesday night (25) seemed 
to be vieing with the lesser daytime 
soap operas for low honors in liter- 
ary salami. The spot was so far- 
fetched and involved that the nar- 
rative at several points threatened 
to break down from sheer ridicu- 
lousness, while the behavior of the 
characters themselves served little 
else but to dramatize the writer’s 
contempt for the intelligence of the 
average radio audience. The story 
had something to do with the heart- 
break of a refugee Austrian girl 
when her American husband deserts 
her for another dame and of the 
complications that ensue when her 
husband’s brother tries to arouse her 
back to faith in her fellow men. The 
refugee was played by Maria Pich- 
ler, a Viennese actress for whom 
this Constituted a radio debut. Her 
reading was far above the level of 
the dramatic stuff to which she was 
fastened. 











‘One Man’s Famify,’ veteran series 
for Standard Brands (Tenderleaf 
Tea) out of San Francisco, was over- 
talky Sunday night (29) on NBC- 
Red. Episode had too many char- 
acters for clarity or story movement 
and on one occasion used an ex- 
tremely unorthodox, if not forbidden, 
scripting device—picking up one end 
of a shouted, long-distance conver- 
sation and then continuing the action 
from the other end. In other words, 
the locale was changed without a 
change of scene. Script was also 
repitious and the scene-setting intro- 
duction virtually a travelog. An in- 
ferior script, with the in-character 
dramatized commercial at the close 
probably effective merchandising, 


lusion. 


WOODSIDE, N.Y., NABE 
250-WATTER GETS 5 KW 


Power boost from 250 watts to 
5,000 watts day and night has been 
granted WWRL, located in the 
Woodside, L. I. (New York City), 
section, by the FCC. Station will 
build a new transmitter at a site to 
be selected and expects to be ready 
for operation with the increased 
power early in the fall. Additional 
studios will also be built at the 
present location. 

Outlet shares the 1,600 ke. band 
with WCNW, Brooklyn, the former 
hawing five-eighths of the time. Both 
outlets have English and foreign lan- 
guage programs. 





Kansas City—-WMBC announcing 
staff has Grayson Enlow, formerly 
of KCMO. Bethy! Davis is new mu- 
sic librarian, 
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STUNTY KGO-KPO 


Announcer Covers Ice Rink From a 
Sled—Other Remotes 








San Francisco, July 1. 
KGO-KPO, NBC outlets here, is 
upping its outside pickups and 
stunts. During past week alone, 
station had an announcer miking 
from a sled during a performance 
at the local ice rink; 2 Dude Ranch 
musical pickup from Community 
Playhouse; a production show for 
Frisco-Oakland Electric Clubs in 
Palace Hotel. 

Also inaugurated a new weekly 
remote from Hotel St. Francis in 
| which Mildred Brown Robbins, so- 
ciety editor of the Chronicle, chats 
with guests at her luncheon table. 
Station also sent home-ec expert 
Gladys Cronkheit to Lodi for a p.a. 





Jim Sanders Heads Texas 
Show for Cotton Oil Co. 


San Antonio, July 1.: 

South Texas Cotton Oil Co. (Cru- 
stene Shortening) will sponsor a 
new series starting July 11 over the 


heads variety type show. 

Music under direction of Floyd 
Tillman. 

John Paul Goodwin is radio di- 
rector for Segall & Weedin, the 
agency handling the show. 


KXOK’s Press Spending 


St. Louis, July 1. 

Weekly ads in 82 newspapers of 
various sizes in the St. Louis listen- 
ing area of KXOK, to run for an en- 
tire year, at a cost of approximately 
$9,000 based on rate cards for this 
display, is part of the statidm’s most 
elaborate advertising campaign just 
teeing off. To bolster the campaign 
the station is- broadcasting two 
weekly salutes to cities and towns 
in the area. 

City fathers and civic biggies are 
invited to. the station to participate 
in the posy-tossing. 








KMAC Petitions FCC 


San Antonio, July 1. 

KMAC, operated by W. W. Mc- 
Allister and Howard Davis, has asked 
the FCC for full time and a new fre- 
quency. Station at the present time 
shares time with KONO here. Both 
operate on 1,400 kilocycles with a 
power of 250 watts. 

Petition asks for full time on 1,240 
kilocycles with nd increase in power. 
If move is granted by FCC will give 
this city five full time stations. 


Texas Quality Network. Jim Sanders | 


| HATE— 


By SIDNEY BURTON 





Phoney radio patriots. 


” « 
Over-genial radio announcers, 
- v * 
Sponsor gags. 
*» 8 
Gag writers’ gags. 
* _ 


Word-twisting radio comedy rou- 
tines from burlesque. 
Ls 1 
The hilarious ‘and here comes— 
all dressed up in, etc.’ announcer. 


* ” 
Chi-chi cosmetic commercials. 
” 7 . 
Emcees who say—‘And, now, Sir.’ 
* . 
‘No other — can-make-that-claim’ 
blather, 
* * 
‘Rare ingredient’. goo, 
” * 
Nervous quizmasters who tell 


others not to be nervous. 
*” ” 

Basso profundo, 
newscasters, 


voice-of-doom 


* al 


That endless ASCAP-BMI fight. 


*” * 


The ‘be sure and ask wour mother 
to buy a box’ kiddie ga-ga. 
« * 
The ‘see-your-own dentist’ 


doctor) hedge. 
~ ” 


(or 


Boy-soprano tenors. 


Neal Hopkins Joins NBC 
Script Division in N. Y. 
Neal Hopkins, former free-lance 

writer, has joined the NBC script 
department to author ‘Spin and Win 
with Jimmy Flynn,’ plus documen- 
tary and special events shows and 
editing for the Southernaires. 

Before going with NBC, he wrote 
a number of programs, including 
‘Two on a Shoestring’ and ‘Your Un- 
seen Friend,’ and supplied material 
for Ed East and Ralph Dumke. 


Tomlinson Tours for NBC 


Edward Tomlinson, author and 











| lecturer on South America, has been 
inamed by NBC as ‘Inter-American 
| Advisor.’ 

He will leave Aug. 1 on a three- 
month trip to Argentina, Brazil and 
Uruguay sponsored by the company. 


























but possibly weakening dramatic il- | 
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Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc. 
CBS... 990 Ke. 
5,000 W. Day, 500 W. Night 








lc. P. GRANTED 
40,000 Watts Full Time 








It’s really shining its brightest ! 
million dollars going for three TVA dams and power 
plants! . ... Textile mills and other industries on 24-hour 
day! ... Aluminum Company doubling capacity of 
Full details of these teeming activities . » . and 
how they affect your market... free, of course, on re- 
quest... Ask the Branham Company. 


The Sun 
of the 


One hundred and ten 
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One Other 
Button Button 
Says: Says: 


| LIKE 
| |THIS PART 
Tl OF 

PROGRAM’ 


‘| DON’T 
LIKE THIS 
PART OF 
PROGRAM’ 















































DAWN OF A NEW TECHNIQUE — Scene during test with the Stanton- 
Lazarsfeld push-button mechanism which records on a moving tape a correla- 


tion of audience reaction to every minute of a radio program. The photograph 
was made at Station WOR, New York. 


HOW TO DIAGNOSE YOUR 
RADIO PROGRAMS : COMMERCIALS 


By HORACE SCHWERIN 























First to use the Stanton-Lazarsfeld program analyzer mechanism for extended 
audience tests Schwerin provides provocative answers to basic problems of radio 
advertising. The findings of the research director of the Spector Agency will be 
published in four installments starting next issue (JULY 9TH). 
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Payroll Traffic 





Dayton, O.—Robert H. Moody has 
become commercial manager of 
WHIO, Dayton, succeeding David A. 
Brown, resigned. Moody has been 
on the sales staff for the past six 
years. 





Longview, Texas—Bruce Dennis 
now KFRO engineer. Comes from 
WMCI, Columbus, Miss. Replaces 
Johnnie Dunn, who joins the gov- 
ernment. 





Cincinnati—Herbert Flaig moves 
up as assistant to Robert E. Dun- 
ville, general sales manager, and 
being supplanted by James Cassidy, 
from the press department, on spe- 
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DETROIT 

































Goodwill 
Station, 
as 
Michigan's 
greatest 


Ask any Edw. Petry* office 


for more information about 


NJR, one of. the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


cial events for WLW, WSAI and 
WLWO. Cassidy also will act as an- 
nouncer on some of the special 
events broadcasts. He reports to 
Cecil K. Carmichael, administrative 
chief of publicity, special events and 
remotes. 

Flaig succeeds Eldon A. Park, who 
was recently promoted to 
sales staff in New York. 





Forth Worth—J. Robert Crguse 
has been called to active duty with 
the United States Navy. Was radio 
engineer and operato- at station 
KF JZ. 





San Antonio—KTSA has Nat Safir 
in sales handling the Mexican Com- 
mercial Hour. Bob King is new on 
the announcing staff. 





Weslaco, Texas—Frank Dent, for- 
mer KITE program director and 
NBC announcer, has joined the an- 
nouncing staff at KRGV. 





Fort Worth.—J. Robert Crouse, ra- 
dio engineer and operator for KFJZ, 
has just reported at Charleston, S. C., 
for active duty in the United States 
Navy. He’s attending a three-month 
school at Charleston before receiving 
regular assigument. 





New York City.—Francis Garufy, 
formerly of the engineering staff of 
WNLC, New London, has replaced 
Charles Harrison at the WOR trans- 
mitter, Carteret, N. J. Helen P. 
Burke joined the WOR engineering 
department in a secretarial capacity. 





Regina, Sask.—Roy Cahoon, man- 
ager of CBK, Watrous, Sask. to 
Montreal for work with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. Lawrence Mar- 
shall replaces. 

Roy Malone added to CKCK, 
Regina, spieler lineup. 





Des Moines.—Ray Stauffer has 
been transferred from WHO, Des 
Moines to WOC, Davenport, Iowa, as 
chief engineer. New man at WHO’s 
transmitter is Jack Volk, from the 
WOC staff. 





Buffalo—Al Haley, former WBNY 
spieler, into Army. Also Frederick 
Bayne, organist from WHLD, Ni- 
agara Falls. 

Schenectady—Edith Natalie Stark, 
formerly women’s commentator on 
WEBN and writer for the Buffalo 
Evening News, is now handling the 
‘Musical Matinee’ show on WGY, 
Schenectady. She takes the place of 
Betty Stokes. 

Sioux City, Ia.— Bill Treadway, 
formerly with KFBB, Great Falls, 
Mont., has joined the staff of KTRI, 
Sioux City, to handle the home base- 
ball broadcasts of the Sioux City 
| Redbirds. Carl McGee, formerly 
with KWYO, Sheridan, Wyo. has 
succeeded Carleton Gray as chief 
engineer at KTRI. Gray left to join 








engineer, stationed in Omaha. 





Nashville —Irving Waugh, WLAC’s 
Esso _newscaster, left recently. 
He went to WTAM, Cleveland. 
Charles Chumley, WLAC announcer, 
has departed for his now post as 
announcer at KRBC, Abilene, Texas. 
No replacements so far have been 
made. 

Buffalo.— Gordon Redding, form- 
erly with WEBR here, is now on 
WBNY’s spieling staff.. Army got 
|ex-WBNY spieler Al Haley and 
| WBEN Dr. LeMoyne Bleich, 
| latter getting commission in medical 
corps. 





actor 


| Philadelphia.—Jim McCann, form- 


| hampton, N. Y., have joined the an- 
|nmouncer staff of KYW. 





Ashtabula, O.—Thurse F. Sigman, 
press agent and news commentator 
for WICA, Ashtabula, O., since its 
inception three years ago, gone to 
the public relations division of Amer- 


ican Rolling Mills Corp., Middle- 
town, O. 





Chicago.—Robert L. Smock, form- 
erly continuity editor of WIRE, In- 
dianapolis, has joined the Chicago 
office of McCann-Erickson to do ra- 
dio writing and production. 





Kansas City—Paul Fonda, KMBC 
engineer for 12 years, reported for 
active army duty at Ft. Leavenworth 
recently. Will later go to Army air 
base at Sacramento, Cal. 


WLW's | 


cational director of KMBC, installed 
as pastor of the Bennington Church 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormons). 
| Mildred Bohnsack, music librarian 
| for KMBC, left last week to join her 
husband in St. Paul, where he be- 
gan his interneship at Anker hos- 
| pital. 





New York City.—John W. Power, 
head of the traffic department of 
| Sherman K. Ellis, has been upped to 
| assistant account executive. John A. 
Thackston succeeds him as traffic de- 
| partment head. * 





Yankton, S. D.—John Wilson, of 
Kansas City, and Kenneth Relf, of 
Vermillion, S. D., have joined the 
engineering staff of WNAX, Sioux 
City-Yankton. 





Portland, Ore.— Peggy Williams, 
who handles several news and 
women’s public events programs over 
KGW-KEX, local NBC outlets, has 
been named director of women’s 
programs for the stations. 





Sieux City, Ia.— Hugh Harper, 
formerly with WSUI, Iowa City, and 
KGNO, Dodge City, Kans., has joined 
the announcing and continuity staff 
of KSCJ, Sioux City. 





Portland, Ore.— Joseph Messmer, 
of the sales staff of KGW-KEX, local 
NBC outlets, has taken a leave of 
absence because of ill health. 





Denver — With. the leaving of 
Glenn Gasscock, control engineer 
KOA, to navy duty, Douglas D. 
Kahle moves up to that job. How- 
ard S. Johnson is the vacation relief 
engineer. Milton Shrednik is again 
director of music at KOA, succeed- 
ing Chester Smith, resigned, who 
left on a tour of Canada. 

George Hinds is summer relief 
announcer at KLZ; and Harold 
Stein, Jack Neubauer and Fred 
Olinger are now operators on the 
same station. 





San Francisco.— David A. William- 
son has been added to the KSFO 
sales staff effective July 1. Comes 
from post as promotion manager of 
American Meat Institute on the Paci- 
fic Coast. 





Dallas —WFAA has Frank Lucas 
as new spieler. 

Fort Worth.—Ralph Maddox has 
joined the staff of WFAA-KGKO as 
announcer and a producer. Comes 
from WJDX, Jackson, Miss. 

Niagara Falls, N. ¥.—Jack Weaver, 
ex-WBNY, Buffalo, spieler is now 
on WHLD’s staff succeeding Larry 
Lawrence, now at WAGE, Syracuse. 





Buffalo.—Roger Coleman, WGR- 


FCC Analysis of Radio’s Payroll 





$1.23 more than in 1939. 


musicians. 


stations and 1,490 more employes. 
bosses and 14 less hired hands. 


$84.69, a rise of $4.99. 





Washington, July 1. 


Radio’s payroll last year shot up $107,295 weekly, with nearly 22,009 
persons employed on a full-time basis during 1940, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has reported. Average check of $47.13 was 


Total weekly bill for services, not including talént hired by sponsors, 
was $1,020,348, the survey showed, while part-time helpers, number. 
ing 4,007, got $110,144 in addition. 


Figures include staff artists and 


The tabulation for the first time included separate figures for net- 
works, showing the major chain execs averaged $251.68 weekly and 
the employes in other brackets drew $57.55. 
than the average for the entire industry. 

The sample week showed 21,646 persons employed in radio, an in- 
crease of 1,773 over 1939. There were 215 more execs in the individual 


Latter was $16.50 more 


The national chains had three more 


The 19,326 full-time employes below executive ranks received an 
average of $41.68, a rise of 60c over the 1939 scale. Station execs got 
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new station, call letters undeter- 
mined, to be opened at Greenwood, 
S.C., in September. 





Howard Brown, formerly of 
WJRD, Tuscaloosa, Ala. new relief 
announcer at WIP. 





Saskatoon, Sask.—Art Walls, ra- 
dio editor of the Saskatoon Star- 
Phoenix for the past five years, has 
joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force as a pilot officer. 





Regina, Sask.—Bill Walker, an- 
nouncer with CJRM, Regina, Sask., 
with the air force. 





Prince Albert, Sask—New addi- 
tions™to CKBI, Prince Albert, are 


_———— 


—— 


Succeeds Robert W. Carpenter 
who goes on local sales staff. 





Miami—Norm- Sherr, formerly 
pianist with WBBM and other Chi- 
cago stations, has joined WQAM 
staff as musical director. 
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Jim Maxwell, formerly of CFQC, 
Saskatoon, Sask., and Arthur Holmes. 
Bill Hart, chief announcer, upped 
to sales manager. 

Kansas City.—C. V. McGuigan has 
left WHB to enlist in the navy where 
he will enter the officers training 
course. 





Nashville.—Earl Melby is WLAC’s 
new Esso reporter, replacing Irving 
Waugh who has joined NBC staff in 
Cleveland. Charles Chumley also 
left WLAC to take post as announcer 
and student in Abilene, Texas, with 





Marion, O.—Morris Kline, regional 


has become staff pianist at WMRN. 
Also added t6 WMRN staff is Bert 
Stille, formely with WBNS and 
WOSU, Columbus, O., as announcer 
and dramatic editor. 

Jersey City.—Ed Laus, former an- 
nouncer, has been made news edi- 
tor of WAAT. 

















WKBW singer, gets Uncle Sam’s call 
this week. 








the 7th Army Corps as chief radio 


| erly with WIBG and WPEN, and 
| George Edwards of WNBF, Bing-| 


Abilene, Texas—Charles rintee, | 
has joined announcing staff here of | 
Station KRBC. Comes from WLAC, | 


+ Nashville. | 
Cincinnati—Neil K. Searles, for- | 
|merly of WJBK, Detroit, joined | 


| WLW’s staff. of announcers recently. | 

He replaces Bill Frost, who reported | 
June 21 for selective service train- | 
ing. 


; 
San Antonio—June Haggin, of the | 


KABC traffic department, takes over | 
similar duties at station KGKO, | 


Fort Worth, following a brief vaca- 
| tion, | 





} 





Hartford.—Sereno Gammell named 
news director of WTHT. 





Miami—Earle J. Pudney, formerly 
production manager at WAGA, At- 


| 
winner in a high school competition, | 








SET 











| 


KRBC, ‘ | 





lanta, is acting program director at 
WIOD, Miami. 





Oakland — Glenn King new at) 
KROW as producer and_= special- | 
eventer. 

Salisbury, N. C.—Carl Watson has | 
been made chief engineer at radio | 
station WSTP, Salisbury, N. C. He| 
replaces James R. Yost, who resigned | 


to accept a position with WIOD, at | 
Miami, Fla, 








New York City—Frank Dunne, | 


formerly of WTAG, Worcester, | 





Chicago—Baker Ostrin, radio | Mass., and Joe Ripley, formerly chief 
| writer, formerly with Ruthrauff & | announcer at WSLS. Roanoke, Va., | 
| Ryan, and i 2. Dykeman, copy | and before that at CBS, have joined 

writer, formerly with the Maxon) the announcer staff at WOB, New 
agency, have joined the Chicago of- | York. 
| fice of Sherman K. Ellis. —_—— 

vam Ay geo | Dallas—Richard Perry has _ re- 
Milwaukee- John Cannon has left! turned to WFAA-KGKO news an- 
| WBBM in Chicago to join the an- nouncing staff. 
nouncing staff of WTMJ. — 

: —_— Trey, N. ¥.—Jerry Lansing, an- 
Philadelphia. — Alwyn Bach, vet : 


announcer, now at KYW, 
here from WOR, New York. 

After three months in a Naval Re- 
serve training station, Lew Fisher 
returned to his announcing berth at 
WCAU with a reserve ensign’s com- 
mission in his pocket. 

Bill Edmunds leaves WFIL an- 
nouncing staff for a similar post with | 
WHN, New York. Joe Novenson, | 
doing Summer relief work at WFIL. | 
steps up to a permanent post. 


coming 





Philadelphia — Terry Allyn has | 
been added to the announcing and 
Special events staff of WDAS, mak- 


ing her the only gal gabber at the 
outlet. 





Spartanburg, $8. C.—Dan Crosland, 
former Greenville, (S.C.) News radio 








Edwin Browne, religious and edu- 


editor and more recently manager 


| Mass. 


| pounds, in order to pass the physical | 


|examinations for the U. S. Army Air 
Corps, 





of WMCR, Greenville, will manage 


nouncer on WTRY, Troy, since April) 
15, 1940, has taken over as program | 
manager of WMAS, Springfield, | 


Bob Lewis, from Detroit, 
joined WTRY as an announcer. 
Carl Quirk, WTRY transmitter en-)| 
gineer, has been inducted into the| 
Army and sent to Fort Dix, N. J. 


has 





Schenectady.—Wilbur Morrison, of| = 


WGY’s news department, shed 15 





Ft. Wayne—Hugh Hines, baritone, 
now on WOWO accompanied by 
Jeane Brown at organ. 





St. Louis—Robert DeVoe, from 
CBS’s New York auditing depart- 
ment, arrived here today to become 
auditor of KMOX, local CBS outlet. 








YOUR 
“SALES” 


“ 


—For bigger 
volume on 
Northwestern 
Ohio’s 5,000 
watt, NBC-Red 
outlet. 
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YANKEES SURVEY 
RADIO HABITS 


Dance Music Is U.S.A.’s Best- 
Liked Shortwave Offering 
According to First Re- 
search Job By Modern 
Methods 


DOMESTIC VS. DX 





Brazilian radio listening habits 
have recently been surveyed by 
American research methods for the 
first time. The data obtained re- 
veals that England is apparently the 
clear-cut shortwave leader in Brazil. 
Two-thirds of all set owners of sets 
capable of picking up BBC listen to 
London at least occasionally. The 
United States is described by Lloyd 
Free of American Social Surveys, 
Inc., which prepared the data as a 
‘poor second’ hardly ahead of Ger- 
many. Taking the Yanks and Nazis 
as about equal, their shortwave has 
only 66% as many Brazilian listeners 
as the British. Italy is a poor fourth 
and Argentine an outsider. 

Report suggests that the American 
newscasts have not been advertised 
or built up adequately. Whereas 
news is the BBC's chief appeal it’s 
dance music has. the greatest 
appeal to Brazilians among the items 
shortwaved from the United States. 

‘Simpatico’ (i.e. a feeling of friend- 
ship or compatibility) was 4% for 
England in the research effort to 
trace reasons of Brazilians for tuning 
in the DX of specific countries. 
Germany, Italy and Uncle Sam rated 
2% in ‘simpatico.’ In contrast, in 
shortwave (small compared to do- 
mestic listening). Yankee music had 
a 42% appeal. 

It has occasioned much interest in 
Washington circles that U. S. A. 
shortwave news does not rate higher 
on the score of reliability alone. That 
England, a belligerent, should so 
notably outdistance the newsgather- 
ing facilities and lack of censorship 
of the U. S. A. is a surprise. 

In what shortwave listening to the 
United States there is NBC had the 
clear leadership of Brazil by a large 
margin. General Electric (Schenec- 
tady) was second. 

Brazilians shortw ave 
ing is as follows: 


news listen- 


lS Se eee 
Germany - 47% 
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ALASKAN PRO- BRITISH 
SUBSCRIPTION STUNT 


Juneau, Alaska, July 1. 

KINY has begun special half-hour 
broadcasts in the interest of British 
War Relief. Programs are aired by 
Alaska Life Magazine as part of a 
subscription drive, half of proceeds 
to go to the relief fund. Goal is 
$1,500 for a Mobile X-ray Unit. 

Time is donated by the station and 
listeners phoning in their subs will 
have their conversations broadcast 
during the program. 


Says Stanley idl 


Stanley P. Dishisdece co-ordi- 
nator of shortwave broadcasting, 
denied last week the report that he 
is undertaking to edit a special pro- 
gram which will be interspersed be- 
tween the programs of the various 
shortwave outlets directing their 
signals toward Latin-America. 

Richardson said he hadn’t worked 
out any policies or program but that 
he was still merely feeling his way 
around. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Robert F. An- 
thony, formerly with WOLF, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., joins WORD here as 
program director. Lew Epps, an- 
nouncer, upped to production man- 
ager. 





Brazilian Listening Habits 


Between February and May of this year American Social Surveys, 





Inc., conducted 2,297 personal interviews with Brazilians in 18 urban — 


and 12 rural areas of that country. The sample was made ‘representa- 
tive’ according to income group ratios, etc. These are over-all pic- 


tures, 
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BRITONS TOPS IN BRAZIL 








05-1 Vote on Axis Investigation 
As Argentine Ministers Softpedal 





Buenos Aires, July 1. 
An investigation of 


propaganda in Argentina, especially | R 


Miguel Culaciati that there was ‘no 


totalitarian | cause for unrest.’ 
| (Unwillingness of acting president 
amon §S. Castillo to take any strong 


use of local radio stations and news- | stand against the dictators has been 
papers in the spread of Axis-inspired | the cause of much dissatisfaction 
here especially from those strongly 
| pro-democratic). 


ideas, has been ordered by the, 
Chamber of Deputies here following | 
extensive debate in which high gov- 


ernment officials attempted to mini- | 


mize the danger. 
95 to 1 for the probe despite as- 
surances by minister of the interior 


Same day the probe was 


Dr. 


general of 
Chamber voted which has charge of radio broadcast- 


_ ing, 


voted 
Horacio C. Rivarola, director 
posts and telegraphs 


announced the Radio Callao 
(Continued on. page 34) 
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HE mighty impact of WBZ’s new 50,000-watt transmitter 
has swept back radio’s frontier in New England with 


compelling force. 


Here, in print and in fact, is the new pattern of WBZ- 
WBZA coverage. It is a pattern wrested from the sensitive 
dials of signal measuring instruments, and from the fingers 
of 50,822 listeners who wrote us letters. itis a pattern show- 
ing 65 per cent increase in Primary county coverage alone 
- a pattern rendering obsolete all other WBZ-WBZA maps. 
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50,000 WATTS 


This matchless coverage of New England and the all- 
important market, Greater Boston, is yours for those vital 


summer and fall campaigns... at no increase in rate. 


Phone or write any NBC Spot Sales representative for 
the detailed presentation, ‘‘We Give You New England!” 
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; ~ Investigating Australian Radio 





Private Broadcasters Fear 


It May Lead to Control— 


Labor Pariy Forces Probe on Menzies 


--— 4 
Sydney, July 1. 


Robert Menzies, Prime Minister of 
Australia, has appointed a Parlia- 
mentary committee to probe both the 
national, tax-supported ‘A’ stations 
and the private, advertising-sup- 
ported ‘B’ stations. This is in response 
to continuing pressure from Labor 
groups who have for some time 
viewed with suspicion the tendency 
of large business interests to acquire 
radio stations and string them to- 
gether into networks. 

John Curtain of the Labor opposi- 
tion in Parliament has stated ‘as 





radio is of paramount importance it 
is essential it be a publicly controlled 
utility.’ 

Private broadcasters are somewhat 
dismayed that this may be the be- 
ginning of full Government control 
of radio. A dual system, not radi- 





WRUL, BOSTON 
OPENS INA, 
AUG. 1 


WRUL, Boston shortwaver, will 
open studios in the International 
Buiiding, Radio City, N.Y., on Aug. 
1. Present studios and transmitter 
will remain in Massachusetts. 


Station, it was confirmed last week 
by Don Francisco, chief of the com- 
munications division of the Rocke- 
feller Committee on South Ameri- 
can Relations, will get $200,000 from 
the committee for a guaranteed 
number of night program hours 
beamed to the Latins during the 
government fiscal year beginning 
yesterday (1). 


WRUL had already been receiving 
aid from the Federal government 
for its program of world-wide short- 
wave broadcasting. That contract, 
involving considerably less than the 
$200,000 for 1941-42, expired Mon- 
day (30). Station had no other 
source of regular revenue, depend- 
ing upon contributions. 

Station will have $40,000 from Re- 
construction Finance Corp. to bring 
its power up to 100,000 watts from 
the present 50,000. When new 
studios in New York go into use it 
is expected that WRUL will add As- 
sociated Press to Transradio News, 
which it now depends upon for its 
heavy schedule .of foreign news- 
casts, 








Anna Instone presents a new BBC 
series ‘Stars In Their Courses.’ It’s 
a go-over of name actors and ac- 
tresses, with Harry Welchman airing 
in the opening session. 
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London Calling 
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London, June 6. 


‘Picture Reporter’ folding at ter-| 


mination of its sixth session. More 


publicity than listeners. 





Arthur Askey without his straight- 
man, Richard Murdoch, who’s gone 
into the Air Force. Askey is figurin 
to use a femme in the BBC spot. It's 
a full hour session. 





Evelyn Laye set with BBC to do six 
shows, spread over 12 weeks. Series 
will be biographical. Aubrey Walker 
scripts. 





‘Blue Stockings,’ comedy by Mo- 
liere, adapted by Cynthia Pughe for 
radio. It will go out first on local 





chestral outlets. .Hall was used for 
housing famed BBC Symphony Or- 
chestra, apart from its long associa- 
tion with things musical for Lon- 
doners. 





Mabel Constanduros has scripteda 
new serial for the Monday evening 
drama spot. 





Michael Arlen story to go radio is 
‘Lady Here’s a Flower.’ Novelist has 
been a steady provider of material 
to BBC since script shortage first hit 
the Drama Department. Val Giel- 
gud produces the 15 min. piece, with 
Hugh Williams and Ann Todd from 
films. 





John Geilgud airing ‘Richard of 
Bordeaux’ Hugh Stewart arranged 
for radio, 





Robert Speight, radio thesp, has 
put into script form his impression 
of the US. attitude to Europe’s cur- 
rent conflict. He was in America 
till the spring of this year, and his 
documentary version covers trends 
of public opinion from the outbreak 
— to passing of the Lend-Lease 

ill, 





Claire Luce drew spotting with 
Leonard Urry’s ‘May We Introduce’. 
Actress has been this side since com- 
ing over with ‘Mice and Men,’ and 
figures on sticking. Right now she’s 
active with U.S, charity aids for 


Britain, and one of the committee- | 


founders of The American Eagle 
Club, hostel for Yank members of 
the Empire services. 





Bertram Mills, son of the circus 
founder, told radio listeners the big 
show is under wraps for the dura- 
tion but will be right there when the 
big day comes. He’s a pilot officer 
in the Air Force now, and still keep- 
ing tabs on the tent-show acts 





through the mail. 
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Yankees have lately re-discovered Latin America 
450 years after Columbus, They made out South 
|America by the light of advance flares dropped from 
|Nazi plans. It surprised the Yanks to realize what a 
considerable stretch of terra firma and what a large 
body of homo sapiens they had been overlooking. This 
has produced a somewhat boyish and distinctly tardy 
excitement on the part of some Yankees and, in turn, 
‘evoked a certain amount of pique from the cultured 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


| 


‘and culture-conscious pro-European classes of the Latin 
lands who did not and do not appreciate this abrupt 
recognition of their existence. While the Latins are 
at least courteous in greeting strangers and in enter- 
taining good will missions they still have allowed 
the Yanks to understand that there were dischords 
in hemispheric close harmony. 


Perhaps it is always a bit incredible to the mind 
|of a Yankee that all the world does not necessarily 
|share his conviction that the United States is the 
| finest nation and civilization in the wor!d, 





cans, far from having an appropriate sense of their 
own backwardness, actually regarded the Mr. Big Stuff 
Yankee as an untutored rural yokel, has been a 
chastening experience for some of the boys from God's 


front yard. 
HURT FEELINGS 


If the United States has a war psychosis, undoubtedly 
its chief fixation is South America and the possibility 
of Nazi economic capture or infiltration of large parts 
of that continent. We have been told since 1939, and, 
without quite thinking it through, are generally will- 
ing to accept it as a truism, that Nazi and Yankee 
spheres of influence and ideologies cannot co-exist in 
this hemisphere. Thus for the sake of a continent we 
seldom thought about or visited, for the sake of ex- 
port markets that have hardly ever been considered 
| by the average citizen, Yankees quite generally see 
|trouble with Germany sooner or later. We get a little 
|hot at the mere idea of Germany having the audacity 
to steal our good neighbors’ good will and our sensi- 
tivities are hurt that certain South Americans fre- 
|quently express admiration for Germans, and even Nazi 
| Germans. ° 


| But once convinced that something ought to be done 
,about something, the Yankee is the man to act. Just 
|now we have under way in the United States and in 
|Latin America innumerable good will activities, many 
lof them still pretty vague, but all designed to charm 
‘the South Americans and check the Germans. We are 
|exchanging students and tenors, army Officers and 
| broadcasters. At least two U.S.A. magazines are is- 
|suing Spanish language editions, Articles and photo- 
|graphs and social notes from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico, Peru have begun to appear in our publica- 
| tions. (VARIETY, too, has a growing volume of Latin 
news). Most significant—and astonishing—of all is that 
|Yankee business men in the U.S.A. are studying to 
speak Spanish. They speak it atrociously but it’s still 
Spanish. 





| One of the most spectacular Yankee undertakings 
of recent months has been, of course, the trip to South 
America of a party from the Columbia Broadcasting 
System headed by its president, William S§S. Paley. 
Visiting every country in South America (while an- 
other Columbia executive visited Mexico and Central 
|America), the Paley party signed up 64 radio sta- 
|tions to form a network throughout the 20 Latin re- 
publics.. Thus, in one audacious coup, Columbia, for 
}one, has ‘done something’ about the Germans. 
| (Actually the National Broadcasting Company, and 
particularly John Royal, has been operating out of 
| South America intermittently for 10 years). 


| YOUNGSTERS RESPONSIVE 


It would be brash in anything as many-sided and 
|controversial as Pan-Americanism to indulge in snap 
judgments. Nevertheless there is support for the 
view that the United States must win the Latin 
youngsters and, to a certain extent, resign itself to the 
arched eyebrows and skeptical smiles of the older gen- 
eration who may perhaps be softened toward the 
Yanks but not wholly convinced, It fs not for today 
but the generation of tomorrow that new and better 
impressions of the Yanqui need to be substituted for 
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HAMS ARE SPANKED tion of Federal’ 


Commission Order 





But Government Agrees They Were 
Not Subversive Violations 


Caught by the Commish’s National 
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the old peso-squeezing, 
waving caricature, 

‘Good will,’ apparently, is a peculiarly subtle thing 
not conveniently packaged either for export or import, 
All the elaborate technique of ‘contact’ in a year’s time 
may fail to offset a single drunken sailor’s fantastic be- 
haviour during one purple-hazed hour ashore. The 
brawling in Mexico City of a famous film actor from 
Hollywood was an international incident some years 
ago, involving as it did not only disturbance of the 
peace in the first degree, but an insult to the armed 
torces of the country. 


‘ROMANCING’ TOO ABRUPTLY 


Meantime, it is generally agreed a too precipitate 
‘romancing’ of our hemispheric co-tenants is not de- 
sirable. This is particularly dangerous if there is not 
wider Yankee appreciation of the elements of the prob- 


lem and if anachronisms continue to flourish in Yankee 
thinking. The emphasis upon ‘culture’ without de- 


marine-landing, 


And the fining it, the thoughtless bunching of Peruvians and 
: cally different: from Canada, has gir, with probability of shortwave to| Yank has been a bit condescending. If he thought of Mexicans, Bolivians and Costa Ricans as if there were 
4 been the policy here. follow. the South Americans at all the average Yankee prob- 10 distinctions or differences between the countries of 
3 jably thought of them as tango-dancing cowboys from South America, as among the countries of Europe, may 
Queen’s Hall, a sufferer in the blitz,|the pampas or llama-shepherding hillbillies from the li lead us into errors of judgment. We will ».y be 

deprives BBC of one of its main or-|Andes mountains. To discover that the South Ameri- shadow-boxing with the problem of Pan-Ameri: 11 re- 


lations if these differences, including language, are not 
correctly understood to start with and a ‘simpatico’ is 
not introduced. 


On the whole it is perhaps more important, nega- 
tively, to refrain from ill-considered stunts than, posi- 
tively, to hope to ‘make a hit.’ Even so routine a 
matter as the wrong kind of Spanish dialect on short- 
wave programs has been resented. (We must ap- 
parently go further afield than Cuba for our experts on 
speech and manners). 


ANGLO-SAXON VIEWPOINT 


There is also the question of the jarring ‘intrusion’ of 
the Anglo-Saxon viewpoint on international affairs. 
While our news bulletins are tremendously respected 
in South America for their impartiality and complete- 


ness and freedom from doctrine, and this Administra- 
tion is well-regarded, the fact remains that Latin 
leadership often chafes at the ‘assumptions’ in our 
comment upon the war and upon political ideologies. 
Recently a large oil company has been sponsoring over 
the NBC shortwave from New York Spanish-Portu- 
guese translations of the scripts used the day pre- 
viously in the United States by Raymond Gram Swing. 
This immediately stirred questions of policy. On the 
one hand Americans and Britons resident in the Latin 
republics even sent cables to express their delight to 
have their point of view so eloquently and clearly 
articulated. gainst this reaction was the Nazi- 
inflamed comment of some South Americans that ‘we 
do not need to be told what to think.’ 


Shortwave radio’s role in modern propaganda is 


very considerable, but sometimes for reasons and in 
Shortwave is also 
very limited. Surveys show that our U. S. shortwave 
radio listening is only about 30% of the total listening. 
This seems odd when related to the fact that short- 
wave reception capabilities of sets have been a ‘selling 
point’ of radio merchants for years. We simply do not 
listen to shortwave very much. The British (in- 
cluding BBC’c New York rep, Gerald Cock) know this 
and have employed all possible publicity means in the 
United States to draw attention to their nightly ‘Britain 
Speaks’ shortwave (8:30 p.m. NYT) program from Lon- 
don. The Germans recently resorted to the stunt of of- 
fering to pay the cable charges for questions from 
Amerieans to be answered on the Nazi shortwave pro- 
gram. They did so not to get cables but to get listeners, 

Dictatorships use shortwave a little to directly prop- 
agandize the masses in other lands but perhaps chiefly 
to instruct agents, nations or partisans im the ‘line’ of 
argument or propaganda to be used, F 


The best thought in the United States is that we 
must have a long view with regard to ‘good will’ ex- 
porting. Expediency must not tempt us from com- 
plete veracity in factual reporting and from discretion 
in comment upon Latin, and perhaps even European 
affairs.: Most of all, and this may be particularly true 
of the history-remembering Mexicans and the unpre- 
dictable beef-selling Argentines, we must exercise in- 
finite patience and forebearance. We must not be led 
to hasty actions that smacks of Yankee high pressure. 


ways not always fully understood. 


Communications 
No, 72. 


XEQ’s Baseball Team 


Mexico City, July 1. 


Defense Operations Section, individ- 
uals were absolved of any evidence 
of subversive activity but were told 
that their suspensions were ‘exem- : 
plary of emergency requirements and | C@Ptain. 

demonstrate the futility of trying to The team turns out for practice 
flout the ether patrol.’ daily—some days at 7 a.m. 


The staff of local radio station 
XEQ has organized a baseball team. 
F, A. la Torre, a musician, is the 








CBS OUTLET 






Washington, July 1. 
Fascination of communicating with 
foreign countries in a period of na- 
tional emergency last week cost 13 
hams a 60-day suspension for viola- 


—— ome 
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Network Successes in 
Years—In Succession ! 


UNDISPUTED SUPERIORITY 


| At present doing shows 
for two major agencies. 


4B rene eames stan ec 


MORE THAN 


$1,000,000.00 
Total Cost of Shows Handled 
By Blocki—Not One Failure ! ‘ 


SEVERAL NEW SHOWS 
NOW AVAILABLE ! 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


As a patriotic gesture, Arde Bulova, watch magnate and owner of six 
radio stations, decided to give small enameled American flag pins to lis- 
teners of his New York key station WOV. Accordingly, an order was 
placed for 3,500 pins and an appropriation of $500 set aside to cover their 
purchase and distribution. 

The offer of the free pins was meade over the air for three successive 
days, starting June 11, by tke stations’ five emcees and its newscasters. 
As a result, more than 75,006 mailed requests were received by 
WOV and the cost of handling the offer will exceed $12,500. WOV’s 
emcees, all of whom handle record shows, are Dick Gilbert, Kennedy 
Ludlam, Allan Strong, Alan Courtney and Dan Richards. 








Herbert S. Moore, head of Trans-radio News Service, is one of the stock- 
holders of the newly incorporated Hemisphere Publishing Co., Hartford, 
Conn. Latter has bought the offset printing plant of the defunct Hartford 
Newsdaily which Transradio serviced. 

Hemisphere is authorized to publish newspapers and to collect news 
reports and relay them by way of radio or television, but, according to 
the incorporators any newspaper that it does publish won’t be a daily. 
Other ineorporators are Sims Guckenheimer, Harold E. Mitchell and John 
S. Murtha. 





Number of Arch Oboler radio scripts have been done recently for Brit- 
ish war fund-collecting purposes. Sir Cedric Hardwicke did ‘The Flying 
Yorkshireman’ in Canada, Herbert Marshall and Miriam Hopkins aired 
one of his comedies for the Canadian War Loan drive, Val Gielgud is 
doing his ‘Of Human Bondage’ adaptation for BBC for the London bomb- 
ing fund. 

Also, the Telecommunications department at Nassau will broadcast the 
scripter’s plays, ‘Catwife’ and ‘Mirage,’ as part of the Red Cross drive 
there. Oboler waived fees in each case. 





Celebrating the completion of 52 weeks on the air for Alka-Seltzer, some 
60 Quiz Kids gathered at the Stevens hotel for a first anniversary party. 
Affair was staged by Lou Cowan, manager and p.a. for the Kids, and who 
conceived show idea. 

Unique idea was carried out with the Kids dressing in costumes signify- 
ing the type of career they would like to follow in future years. Using 
the ingenuity they are famed for on the air the Kids came up with some 
novel and interesting costume ideas. 





More than 100 stations off the main_radio line are airing the transcribed 
programs of Lum and Abner, now being broadcast over Pacific NBC net- 
work. Invasion by Alka Seltzer of small communities marks the first 
time that a national advertiser has used the Keystone network, which is 
said to service a ‘neglected’ area of 38,000,000 population. Plattered series 
started June 30 and within a few weeks will spin four times a week on the 
turntables of 120 stations. ~ 





Station in two-transmitter San Diego seemingly is trying to surpass its 
ow 1 record for lackadaisical operation. Soft-drink account airing on the 
outlet switched to the opposition when a salesman called, because station 
in question never bothered to ask for a renewal when the contract ran out 
Another instance is cited where a prospective sponsor phoned the station 
to send somebody around, but nobody showed up, and the secondary unit 
got the biz. 





CBS has ordered from General Electric three FM relay transmitters for 
two circuits, to carry short wave pregrams from the New York City 
studios to its international short-wave transmitting station at Brentwood, 
Long Island. Investigations have shown that Frequency Modulation trans- 
mission is ideally suited for such application, according to GE, One 
transmitter equipment will be used as a standby program circuit. 





WNAX, Yankton, S. D., will have the tallest transmitter tower on the 
North and South American continents and the second tallest in the world 
when construction on its °%7-foot structure is finished. The tallest is 
said: to be in Budapest, Hungary, which is 1,020 feet. 
chief engineer for the Iowa Broadcasting Co., and Cliff 
chief engineer, are supervisirg construction, 


So 


Todd, 





Walter Brown of WSPA (CBS) and WORD (NBC), 
Carolina, complains, ‘I just returned from a 2,000-mile trip. 
100 national advertisers in many sections of the country. 
of them called my home city ‘SpartanSburg’ when its Spartanburg.’ 
Variety please help me get rid of that extra ‘S’.’ 


Spartanburg, South 
I talked with 
At least 50% 
Will 





William L. Shirer, former Berlin rep of CBS, has a best seller in his 
Knopf-published ‘Berlin Diary’ ($3) which earned Shirer a $10,000 ad- 
vance, unusual in book biz. Volume is being hailed as only important 
radio-produced war document to late. Meantime CBS gave away 500 
copies of book last week to advertising agencies, et al. 





Romantic leads on one of the more sugary daytime serials have become 
so bored with the sappy dialog they’re given to spout day after day that 
they now kid each other about their boy-and-gir! act. 

Call themselves Bill and Coo. 
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: MacQUARRIE FROM FRISCO 
Broadcasting San Francisco, July 1. 
Nightly Haven MacQuarrie’s Continental | 
from Baking ‘Marriage Club’ has been set} 
Elitch’s for four local dates. 
, CBS originations will come from 
Trocadero || Oakland Civic Auditorium July 17| 
oe Ballroom and 24, and from San Francisco 
Civic Auditorium July 31 and Aug.7 














PAULINE HOPKINS 
OWEN VINSON 


WRITERS AND PRODUCERS 


‘““JIM BREWSTER AND FAMILY” 
“‘MIDSTREAM”’ 
“THE MAD HATTERFIELDS’’ 
“HIS FATHER'S HOUSE”’ 


CHICAGO ILLINOIS 


WDAS’ Aluminum 


Philadelphia, July 1. 

WDAS first of the local sta- 
tions taking initiative to plan 
city-wide campaign to collect 
aluminum for national defense. 
Large crates will be placed in 
front of studio building and in 
studio lobby with a series of de- 
pots set up in all sections of the 
city. 

Each contributor will get a 
marker to serve as admission to 
defense quiz with defense bonds 
and stamps for prizes. 


M. M. McBRIDE 
SET FOR HEAT 


Mary Margaret McBride, who 
winds up her CBS series Friday (4) 
for Florida Citrus Fruit, begins a 
combination sponsored-and-sustain- 
ing setup Monday (7), three days a 
week on the network and two days 


locally on WABC, New York. She’ll 
continue to air at the same 3-3:15 


p.m. time. 

Local show Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days will be bankrolled by Bohack 
stores, one of the broadcaster’s par- 
ticipating sponsors when she _ had 
her ‘Martha Deane’ series on WOR, 
New York. Deal will run an in- 
definite period, probably ending 
about Sept. 1, when Miss McBride 
expects to have a new national 
sponsorship setup ready. Meantime, 
the Bohack stores will run a series 
of special sales and special days at 
the various stores in Brooklyn and 
Long Island, with Miss Bride plug- 
ging them on her two-a-week shows. 
Freystadt is the agency on the deal. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
stanzas will be the same as for Flor- 
ida Citrus, except that they’ll be 
sustainers. 

















ANOTHER YEAR OF WITT 





| KNX Sales Manager Again Heads 


Southern California Assn. 





Los Angeles, 
term as president of 
Southern California Broadcasters 
Ass’n, Inc., was vated last week to 
Harry Witt, KNX sales manager. 
Ben McGlashen, KGFJ owner, was 


July 1. 
Another 





| made a vice prez, the only new of- 
| ficer. 


Paul Huntsinger, | 
WNAX | 











Others holding over are Lawrence 
McDowell, KFOX, Long Beach, as 
secretary-treasurer, and the follow- 
ing committee chairmen: Fox Case, 
KNX, legislative; McGlashen, engi- 
neering; Cal Smith, KFAC, agency 
recognition and code; Van Newkirk, 
KHJ, educational. 


Phil Elman’s New Chore 


Washington, July 1. 

New York youngster, formerly on 
the legal staff of the Federal Com- 
| munications Commission, mow is 
law clerk to Associate Justice Felix 
Frankfurter of the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

Philip Elman, 23, a graduate of 
Harvard Law School in 139, re- 
signed his commish job, where he 
had been since last August, to join 
| Justice Frankfurter’s staff this week. 











At one time he was law clerk to 
Calvert Magruder, senior judge of 
ithe First Judicial Circuit, Boston, 


CAROL IRWIN RETURNING 

Carol Irwin, head of daytime radio 
'for Young & Rubicam, 
New York next week after 
on the Coast. 

She’s been checking the local San- 
forising programs in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 





P 
a month 





Buffalo—New spieler at WBEN is 
Ed O’Connor from WJNO, West 


|Palm Beach, Fla. Succeeds Robert 
|Denton, now with NBC in New 
York. 


Oscar Davis is out as em-cee at 
WBEN. Thrush Vera Holly doubling 
in ‘International House Party’ series 





{in his spot. 
Robert Field, ex-B. A. Rolfe 
isinger, is at WGR-WKBW succeed- 


'ing Roger Coleman, who switched to | 


| Uncle Sam’s uniform, 





Lincoln P. Simonds, former man- 
ager of the local office of the Texas 
State Network, has joined sales rep 
Joe Weed. 





| 
} 
| 


flies back to! 
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CBS’ National Defense Programs 


Oe ee a Oe Oe Oe Oe Onn tn i fin in ttn tn tn tn tn i tn i tn it tn 


Defense problems, promotion of , Ferdinand Diondi, 
the sale of U. S. Treasury bonds, 
discussion of nationa 





will have a cast 
|of 25, some professional, some soldier 
policy and the | talent drawn from the eight French- 


German world revolution, the grow- |Canadian military camp. in the 
ing exchange of programming with | province which it will visit. 
Latin-American republics are all —-— 

evidenced in the service to Ameri- WGN’s Army Emphasis 

can democracy and patriotism being Chicago, July 1. 


carried on by the radio industry. 
Typical of the present summer’s | 
scheduling of public interest broad- 


Bruce Dennis, WGN publicity die 
rector, has been assigned to devote 
the major part of his time to ex- 


casts of these kinds is the following | ploiting special events programs 
summary from the Columbia Broad-|such as defense and army-navy 
casting Systems of programs from) broadcasts. First of these will be 


today (Wednesday) onward 


next week: 

Wednesday, July 2.—-(9-10 p.m.)— 
Premiere of ‘Treasury Hour.’ Time 
contributed to U. S. Treasury by the 
Texas Company to help sale of De- 
fense Bonds. Runs 13 Wednesday 
evenings on 88 CBS stations coast- 
to-coast. First show includes Fred 
Allen, Judy Gar] 


into | known as ‘Your Army’ and entail 
much use of the station’s mobile unit. 

WLS is another local outlet that is 
preparing to put on a heavy schedule 
of defense programs. 





Defense Stamps as Prizes 
Seattle, July 1. 

KIRO is giving Defense Savings 
y,| Stamps as prizes on new kid’s 
Charles Laughton, Lyn Murray, Ray zer, begun June 20. 
Block’s Choir, Irving Berlin, Barry ‘KIRO School Quiz’ is recorded at 
Wood, Grace Moore, the cast of ‘In- Seattle playfields and fieldhouses by 
formation, Please’ and Al Goodman's | Jack Kinzel and broadcast later. 
orchestra. Earle McGill directs. 
Larry Elliott announces. 

Wednesday, July 2.—10:15 to 10.30 
p.m.).—Robert V. Fleming, president 
and chairman of the Board of Riggs 




















Glenn Snyder’s Camp Shows 
Chicago, July 1, 
Glenn Snyder, WLS general mane 
ager, has set up a schedule of na- 


; ange 8 , tional defense activities for the sta- 

National Bank, speaks from Wash-| tion. Included are pickups from 

ington on defense savings drive, camps located in the WLS four-state 
Friday, July 4.—(4:55 to 5:15 p.m.) | area. 

—President Roosevelt. Marine Band Soldier talent will be utilized, 

then plays three bars of the ‘Star| Production chief Al Boyd tujps to 


Spangled Banner’—and bands the 
nation over take up the beat and play 
the anthem through in unison. Mayor 
LaGuardia arranged the event as 
director of the Office of Civilian De- 
fense. 


Friday, July 4.—(8:30 to 8:55 p.m.). 
—Premiere of ‘Southern Cruise’ with 
Dick Powell and Frances Langford, 
Lud Gluskin’s orchestra. Another 
program to aid friendly relations 
with Latin America. Program also 
goes out via shortwave on CBS- 
WCBX, New York. -Program origin- 
ates in Hollywood. 

Friday, July 4.—(9:30 to 10:00 p.m.) 


each camp several days before broad- 
cast to line up the broadcast. Plans 
are to bring some of these soldier 
performers to Chicago for broadcasts 
coast-to-coast on the WLS National 
Barn Dance. 





Meyerhoff, Brown, Wilson 
Confer at War Dept. 


July 1, 
agency chief, 


Chicago, 

Arthur E. Meyerhoff, 
Columbia producer Bobby Brown 
and writer Ray Wilson are in 
Washington currently for confabs at 





—Senator Josiah W. Bailey (Dem.,|the War Department. 
N. C.) from Asheville on ‘Our Re- Discussion involves Army life de- 
public, It Must Be Preserved.’ picted in the ‘Dear Mom’ series for 


Friday, July 4.—(10:30 to 11 p.m.) 
—‘Proudly We Hail.’ A salute to de- | 
fense workers. 


Wrigley. Trio will offer all cooperae 
tion to the War Dept. so that the 
\‘Dear Mom’ program can be an in- 





Saturday, July 5.—(12 Noon to/tegral part of the national defense 
12:30 p.m.)—‘Columbia’s Country | ©4™paign. 
Journal’ conducted by Charley — 
Stookey, presents C. C. Thompson, P 
president of the Federal Barge Fred L. Allen Resigns 
Lines, describing the haulage of Wichita, Kas., July 1. 


commodities and material via the 
nation’s waterways. 

Saturday, July 5.—(4:00 to 4:30) 
p.m.)—‘Calling Pan America’ is fo- 
cussed upon Caracas, Venezuela, 


Fred L. Allen, general sales mane 
ager of radio station KFBI for past 
year, has resigned. He left Wednes- 
day for Los Angeles where he may 
join one of the west coast advertis- 











with a broadcast from that point. ing agencies. 

Saturday, July 5.—(7 to 7:30 p.m.) Allen was formerly member of 
—Four average Americans and Ly-| KLZ staff in Denver for 10 years, 
man Bryson on ‘People’s Platform’ 
discuss ‘Russia and the War.’ San A ‘ ; 

ntonio—Lucille Davis at 

Saturday, July 5.—( (10:15 to 10: 30 | KABC to replace June Haggin in 


p.m. EDST).—Howard Hunter, Works | the 
Project Administrator, 
‘WPA Workers 
fense.’ 


traffic department. 


Comes from 
discusses | KTBC, Austin. 


and 











CKAC’s ‘La Revue Khaki’ 
Montreal, July 1. 
Designed to step up the lagging 
recruiting drive for 32,000 men 
which has been dragging along past 


NEW 
YORK 


iINT!- 


National De- 
HTT I 


|... THE MOST 
| MATE AN 











two months, CKAC has been given D EFFECTIVE 
official acceptance by Military Dis- pPROACH TO 
trict No. 4, covering the province of SALES A 


s LARGEST 

















Quebec, of ‘La Revue Khaki,’ which AMERICA’ 
will open July 10 and will be broad- MARKET. 
cast every Thursday from 9:15 to | 
10:15 p.m., sustaining 
The revue, which is produced and JUU : 
scripted by Henri Letondal and | 14: ROPO OR 

















By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS wo {EART-THROBS 


0 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 “*/100 °/ 0° pure. 





TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 





LISTEN 
iN WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 
wis COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 





MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
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NBC Blue to Carry Philly Fights 
For Adam Hats; WFIL Sets Deal sistsiiacn aaa ee 


7 tomary follow-up slump still in abey- 


) . ance. Few national or network can- 
Bulova’s Specials 


VARIETY 


TRUE STORY ADS ON 
KDYL; CHICLETS, KSL 





een 


Wednesday, July 2, 1941 | 
Chiz Biz: Chapter — | 


Latest chiz biz fly in the station reps’ ointment is a watch company 
which, the reps claim, not only likes to buy according to what it thinks 
a package is worth but depresses the price after the rep has induced i 
the station to accept it. The account has an agency but the latter j 
doesn’t figure until after the deals have actually been closed. | 
Watch company’s initial step is to inform the rep that it would like 











Philadelphia, July 1. 


: cellations, with local fairly strong. 
Major commercial event of the 


It all adds up to another week which 


eae nse anTtEe tw 
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KSL was elected this week as Presi- 


past week in Philadelphia radio was 
WFIL’s deal with Herman Taylor, 
who conducts fights at Shibe Park 
and Convention Hall, for broadcast 
rights to 10 events. WFIL did the 
negotiating for the NBC-Blue, which 
will carry the series under the Adam 
Hats banner. Sam Taub and Bill 
Stern will man the mikes. 

First bout under the contract will 
be the one between Sammy Angott, 
lightweight champ recognized by the 
National Boxing Association, and 
Ray Robinson, New York Nerro 
fighter. Four events will come from 
the park, and the remainder from 
the indoor stadium of Convention 
Hall. 

WFIL: Steel Pier, Atlantic City 
(amusement park), six participa- 
tions weekly for rest of summer; 
Philadelphia Dairy Products, (ice 
cream), five 15-minute shows 
weekly, through Scheck Advertising; 
Clicquot Club Co., 10 e.t.’s weekly, 
through N. W. Ayer; A.B.C. Credit 


' Corp., six participations weekly on 


service programs, through Solis S. 


Cantor; Lydia S. Pinkham Co., 10° 


e.t.’s weekly, through Erwin, Wasey; 
Doyle Packing Co. (dog food), six 
participations weekly on Anice Ives 
program (13 weeks), through H. M. 
Alexander, Associates; West End Fur- 
niture Co., 234 spots, through Cox 
& Tanz; Vick Chemical Co., six 
studio programs weekly (13 weeks), 
through Morse International. 

WCAU: Renuzit, 39 participations 
fin Laura May Stuart: program, ‘For 
Women Only,’ through Feigenbaum 
agency; Ivory Soap, local tie-in an- 
nouncements on ‘Life Can Be Beau- 
tiful,’ through Compton Advertising; 
Florida Citrus Fruit, 65 participa- 
tions in Stuart program, through 
Arthur Kudner; Phillips soup, 26 an- 
nouncements, through Aitken-Ky- 
nett; Borden cheese, 26 participa- 
tions on Stuart airer, through Young 
& Rubicam. 

WIP: Moss Brothers Nut Co., 348 
announcements, through Wellman 
agency; Tru-Site Optical Co. 15- 
minute news show weekly (32 
weeks), through DeHaan agency: 
Gilbert Spruance Co. (paints), 135 
announcements, through May Co.: 
Passons’ Sporting Goods Co., one 
announcement weekly, 13 weeks, 
through Cox & Tanz; Bandler’s Fur- 
niture Co., 234 spots, through Harry 
Feigenbaum; Lane Bryant (women’s 
wear), six spots; Anacin Co., five 15- 
minute programs weekly (52 weeks) 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert: 
American Home Products, five 15- 
minute news programs weekly (51 
weeks), through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. 

WIBG: A 312 spot announcement 
contract for Quaker City Supply 
Co. (house furnishings). 











| Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
June 28. June 21. Change. 


Network 9,738 9,870 —12 
ee 20,712 20,804 —).4 
Nat’] Spot.. 4,420 4,355 +1.4 
IE ics os 34,870 35,029 —0.4 


(Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 
WFIL, WIBG, WIP, WPEN) 


WBill Hillman-Ray Clapper 
Draw Radio Sponsorship 


Tremont Co., maker of Clipper- 
craft Clothes, will underwrite the 
Thursday evening instalment of the 
William Hillman-Raymond Clapper 
news comment on the NBC-Blue 
starting in September. 

The hookup will run around 60 
stations. 





Vaseline for Radio 


Cheeseboro (Vaseline Products) is 
contracting for local programs in 
miscellaneous markets. 

McCann-Erickson is the agency 
but deals are being made direct by 
the account. 








Earl Glade Heads:C.ofC. 


Salt Lake City, July 1. 
Earl J. Glade, vice prez of station 


dent of the Salt Lake City Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Was just completed a year as vice 
president of the Chamber. 





Thad E. Horton has resigned from 
commercial department, WSPA- 








In addition to it regular 52-week | 
schedules Bulova watch is in the} 
market for a special time-signal cam- 
paign which will begin in September 
and extend to just before Christmas. 
It’s for a single nightly spot seven 
nights a week. 

Biow is the agency. 


GUNTHER'S BEER 
EXTENDS QUIZ 
ON WEBR 


Baltimore, July 1. 


Airing of nightly baseball games 
over WCBM helping local national 
spot in weathering usual seasonal 
slump. Other classifications are 
fairly steady, with summertime spe- 
cialties also helping, especially in 
local figure. 

WBAL: California Fruit Growers, 
through Lord & Thomas 51 spots; 
Procter & Gamble (Duz), through 
Compton Adv., 13 spots; Gittings 
Auto Supply, via Jos. Katz, 101 75- 
word spots; Gossman’s Gingerale, 
through Jos. Katz, 78 spots; I. Green- 
hood (furs), through Theodore New- 
hoff, 201 spots; Tru-Ade Beverages, 
through Beaumont & Hohman, 78 
50 - word announcements; Royal 
Farms Dairy, through Paul Brown, 
26 spots; Lydia Pinkham, through 
Erwin, Wasey, 20 one-minute an- 
nouncements. i? 


WCBM: Royal Farms Dairy, 
through Paul Brown 50 spots; Gen- 
eral Radio Corp., through J. Ellison 
Hurwitz, 300 spots; Fisher Fur Co., 
via Louis Schecter, 15 spots; Schind- 
ler Peanut Products, through J. 
Courtland Ferguson, 260 spots. 


WFBR: Lord Baltimer Laundry, 
through Paul Brown, participations 
on early a.m. program; Yager Lina- 
ment, through Harry Massengale, 
participations; Manhattan Soap, via 
Franklyn Bruck, newscasts; Gittings 
Auto Supply, through Jos. Katz, an- 
nouncements; S. J. Vogt Co., through 
Clements Co., added participations; 
Noxzema, through Ruthrauff & | 
Ryan, renewed half-hour ‘Bugle Call | 











Jamboree’ from nearby Camp | 
Meade; Gunther’s Beer renewed, | 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, half- 


hour weekly ‘Quiz of Two Cities’; 
Free State Brewery, through Harry 
J. Patz, participations. | 





| Comparative Unit Count 


| 
! 





% of 
June 28. June 21. Change. 
Network 8,180 8,085 +1.2 
EE 5.6 49 's'% 4,621 4,636 —0.3 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,485 2,362 +5.2 
<3) ee 15,286 15,083 +1.3 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Fred Mahlstedt Transfers 
Fred Mahlstedt has been trans- 
ferred from CBS’ sales promotion 
staff to Radio Sales, Inc. 





His initial duties on the new job 
are coordinating survey data. | 
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ACCOUNT 
American Home Products........ 


Brown & Williamson................ 
NY SION, 5 o.c-b 0-a'n's 0.000% 60406000 


Denalan dental plate cleanser 
SOENOT POON 6655.6. .s0b ds baseseve 
Horlick’s Malted Milk 


Macfadden (Liberty) 


ee 


eee Weems OO. ois. ccc ceicese 








—— to join WMRC, Greenville, 


Starr Pen Co...... aby NCES edu ee boone 





EE RIN oa aa sb esd bh 0.00.00 005.8% Kenyon & Eckhardt 


can be tagged ‘better than last year 


this time.’ 


W. E. Wagstaff, commercial man- 
ager of KDYL, off to attend the Pa- 
cific Advertising Club Association 


convention at Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia. Special events 


Golf Championship for the fourth 
year, Friday through Sunday (29). 


KSL loses two men to the Reserve 
Army. Lieutenant Wayne Richards 
of the promotion department to re- 
port to Mather Field, California, July 
17, for administrative duty in the 
Advanced Flying School. Scott 
Clawson, newly married, will leave 
for the third division of the Field 
Artillery. 


KDYL: Troy Laundry, 156 one- 
minute announcements, through Gill- 
ham Advertising Agency; Reed's 
Riteway Stores, 52 announcements 
on KDYL Dude Ranch; American 
Mutual Building & Loan, 52 an- 
nouncements, through W. E. Feather- 
stone Advertising Agency; J. W. 
Brewer Tire Company, 52 news an- 
nouncements; White Distributing 
company, 26 announcements; Capson 
Bowman Realtors, 52 five-minute 
programs; ‘Intermountain Speed- 
ways Association, 52 announcements, 
through R. T. Harris Advertising 
Agency; Fruzola, 52 announce- 
ments, through Francom Advertising 
Agency; Service Garage, 52 spots; 
Utilities Engineering Institute, 13 
five-minute live talent programs, 
through First United Broadcasters; 
Macfadden Publications, 13 chain- 
break announcements, through Ar- 
thur Kudner, for True Story maga- 
zine. 


KSL: P & G (Oxydol), through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, series of 
one-minute announcements; Ameri- 
can Chicle, through Badger, Brown- 
ing & Hersey, series’ of spot an- 
nouncements. 

KUTL: Western Auto Supply, 26 
announcements; Mrs. McDonald Ice 
Cream Company, 26 announcements; 
Black Rock Beach Resort, 26 an- 
nouncements. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 28. June 21. Change. 
Network 6,962 7,088 —1.7 
a See 2,174 2,383 —8.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,225 1,245 —1.6 
See Y0,361 10,716 —3.3 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


crew at 
KDYL covered the Utah State Open 


to buy a package on a station in 


routine, 


you mentioned?’ 
‘Why, $3,000,’ says the rep. 
‘Three thousand! 


$3,000, and as a matter of fact I 
Mr. Fishbait was talking to me.’ 


if you can get an okay within the 


the wastepaper basket and forget 
ment later he’s dictating a wire o 


‘Sorry,’ the account’s ad manager commiserates. 
get back to the station and tell "em you misunderstood the figure and 


his list, how much the account has 


to spend in that market and what it expects for its money. The rep 
looks on the proposition as a broad piece of chiseling but he submits 
it to the station anyway. Then comes the next squeeze in the account’s 


The rep calls up to say that the station has finally agreed to accept 
the account’s offer of so much money for so much time and the rep 
adds that he trusts that the thing is now a deal? 
rejoins the fellow with the watch company, ‘what amount was that 


‘Wait a minute,’ 


You must have misunderstood our Mr. Fiskbait. 
He was authorized to put the limit at $2,500, and... 
‘But,’ interrupts the rep, ‘I distinctly remember hearing the amount 


jotted down the figure while your 
‘I'd suggest you 


next 24 hours it’s a deal.’ 


The rep hangs up, muttering things he didn’t pick up at Sunday 
school and tempted to throw the station’s wire of acceptance into 


about the whole thing. But a mo- 
f explanation to the station. 








P. & G. Stanzas On 
KOA; Northwestern 
Yeast Signs KLZ 


Denver, July 2. 
Top sales include Frumess Jewelry 
Co. and Max Cook each signing for 


daily newscast for one year. over 
KFEL; Procter & Gamble (Dash), 
260 quarter-hours on KOA; Man- 
hattan Soap and Northwestern Yeast 
for 39 quarter-hours each over KLZ, 
and Paul Weiss, optician, contracted 
for three news a week for three 
months over KMYR. 


KFEL: Frumess Jewelry Co., one 
|newscast daily, one year; Jennie 
| Berkowitz, 13 spots; Max Cook, 
| through Ted Levy agency, one news- 
cast daily, one year; Kilpatrick Bak- 
ing Co., through Ball and Davidson, 
four five-minutes a week, six 
months; Rocky Mountain Beverage 
Co., five quarter-hours weekly, ‘Ad- 
ventures of Jimmy Allen,’ six months; 
Veto’s Cabaret, 12 announcements. 


KOA: Procter & Gamble (Dash), 
through Pedlar & Ryan, 260 quarter- 
hours; Joe Kavanaugh, through Betts- 
Koerber, 312 temperature reports; 
Millar Coffee Co., through Robertson 
agency, 364 announcements; Dupler’s 
Art Furriers, through Ted Levy 
agency, 364 announcements; Carey 
Salt Co., through McJunkin Adver- 
tising, 130 announcements; First In- 

















Argentine 








dustrial Bank, through Max Gold- 
berg agency, 12 temperature reports; 
| Morton’s Apparel Store, through Ted 
| Levy agency, 104 announcements; 








Continued from page 31 


! | Amter’s 


Store, through Raymond 





(LS 10) only B. A. station regularly 
carrying pro-Axis Stefani and Trans- 


ocean news bulletins, had been or- | 
dered off the air for 48 hours. Timing | 


of the order was regarded by some 
deputies as an ‘appeasement move’ 
by the post office. Those strongest 
in demanding the probe say they 
will not be satisfied with such mild 


actions, explaining that if the sta-| 


tion was fifth columning it ought to 
be knocked out for good. 

Raul Damonte Faborda, son-in-law 
of Antonio Bottano, publisher of 
‘Critica,’ strongest pro-democracy 


| Paper, is a prime mover of the in- 


vestigation demand. 
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Active National Accounts 


DbDDDDDD DDD, DAADAAADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD AAA AA 


TIME 
AGENCY PURCHASES 
. .Blackett-Sample-Hum- 

og ae APE Ie Sie Y% Hours 
iaaat Russel M. Seeds.......% Hours 

sauan Spot Broadcasting....... 
Announcements 
re Rufus Rhoades..Announcements 
bane Northwest Radio........5-Mins. 
sagen Erwin, Wasey....Participations 
Announcements 


eer Badger, Browning & 


| en 8 Y% Hour News 
Megowen-Educator (Crax)................ John W. Queen. Announcements 
SE  BEVOWEIID 6.56 csckcasswebisos cui BBD&O ........ Announcements 
Omar flour....... eT FLERE OORT TTT Hays MacFarland.. 

Announcements 

eg er ere eae Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 
Announcements 

Wee SIMONE EN Soins ck akan dees ceeds Harry Feigenbaum..... 


Participations 
besee Aitken-Kynett. .Chain Breaks 
.... United Adv. Agencies:... 


Participations 


Keane agency, 104 announcements: 
| Republic Orthopedic Shoe Co., 52 
spots. 

KLZ: Denver & Rio Grande Rail- 
| road, through C. F. Cusack agency, 
| 26 announcements; Wilson & Co. 

(Ideal dog food), through U. S. 


| agency, 442 temperature reports; | 
|Manhattan Soap Co. (Sweetheart 
|Soap), through Franklin Bruck 
| agency, 39 quarter-hour newscasts; 


| Lever Bros (Rinso), through Ruth- 
| rauff & Ryan, eight announcements; 
| Pioneer Wholesale Tailors, through 
| Earl A. Pivan agency, 104 announce- 
; ments; Northwestern Yeast Co., 
through Hays MacFarland, 39 quar- 
ter-hours. 

KMYR: Paul Weiss, through 
| Wooley & Hunter, three five-minute 
newscasts weekly, three months; 
| Ranier Ginger Ale, through 
| Buchanan agency, 50 100-word an- 
nouncements; Globe Furniture, 
| through Ted Levy agency, 250 100- 
word spots; Carson Crockery, 

through Collins agency, 13 announce- 














JANSEN OFF TO TACOMA 
San Francisco, July 1. 
Edward Jansen moved his KSFO 
sales staff resignation up two months 
and departed this week for Tacoma 
to take over general managership of 
Tacoma Broadcasters, Inc. Call let- 


ments. 
Comparative Unit Count f 
June 28 June 21 Change 
Network .... 8,195 8,045 +1.9 
C” reo 8,231 8,312 —0.9 
Nat’l Spot... 2,464 2,521 —2.2 
rr 18,890 18,878 + 0.06 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, KOA, 
KVOD.) 


13.3%, OFF ON 
NAT SPOT 
IN LA 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

National spot sales went into a tail- 
spin last week and took a thick slice 
out of that unit count. Other de- 
partments plugged along with only 
slight fluctuations. 

KHJ: Aspertane, 260 quarter hours, 
through Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert; Anacin, 260 quarter hours, 
through Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert; Pioneer Builders, 52 five-min- 
ute transcriptions, through Charles 
Mayne; Pall Mall cigarets, 312 one- 
min. transcriptions, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan; Metropolitan Federal 
Savings, 10 participations in ‘Let’s 
Play Bridge,’ through Elwood Rob- 
inson. 

KNX: Los Angeles Times, 13 half 
hour broadcasts of ‘Who, What, 
Where and Why?”’; Ball Bros. (Mason 
jars), 26 announcements, through Ap- 
plegate agency; Catalina Island, 21 
quarter hour periods, through Ar- 
thur Meyerhoff. 

KFI: Lawrdon Chemical, 65 par- 
ticipations in Art Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ 
through Allied; Beckman furs, 15 an- 
nouncements, through Glasser-Gai- 
ley; Hires root beer, 40 announce- 
ments, through O’Dea, Sheldon & 
Canaday; True Story magazine, 23 








announcements, through Arthur 
Kudner. 

|. KECA: Kelley Kar, 157 quarter 
|hour newscasts, through Allied; 


| Pennant Oil, 25 five-min. transcrip- 
feo through Brisacher-Davis; Pall 
| Mall cigarets, 390 one-min. transcrip- 
| tions, through Ruthrauff & Ryan; 
California Federal Savings, 37 one- 
| min, transcriptions, through Elwood 
| Robinson. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
June 28. June 21. Change 





Network .. 11,734 11,611 + 1 
Local ..... 4,328 4,346 — .4 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,726 1,990 —13.3 
Total ..... 17,788 17,947 —9 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, 


KNX) 





NUMBERS SUFFICIENT 


No Lack of Attorneys for the Defense 
of Radio 
Washington, July 1. 
Legal day of reckoning which the 
broadcast industry appeared this 
week to be facing will not be lost 
for want of radio a’. >rneys. 
Added to uncounted dozens of 
young Blackstones who have been 
admitted to practice before the Fed- 


eral Communciations Commission 
are: 
Samuel TT. Cranik and James 


Francis Foley, Washington, D. C,; 
John T. Cahill and Julius Schein, 
New York; Bernard Eskin, Philade!l- 
phia, and George J. Zimmerman, 
Chicago. 





Froman for Coca-Cola 








ters KTBI have just been assigned. 


Letters formerly belonged to the) 
Bible Institute in Los Angeles, which | 
went off the air several years ago. | 





Jane Froman may join the Coca- 
Cola program with Andre Kostelan- 
etz. Some ‘ifs’ still pending. 

Biggest if: contract with ASCAP, 
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SPOT CAMPAIGN| 


ON WOAI FOR 
GROVE LABS. 


San Antonio, July 1. 

With the race for the seat in the 
United States Senate coming to a 
close Saturday (28), the past week 
was a hectic one in local radio cir- 
cles. Several of the stations had to 
curtail the sale of spot announce- 
ments during the week as there was 
no tinse for that all ready sold. 

WOAI: Grove Laboratories (Dr. 
Porters Oils), through H. W. Kastor, 
39 announcements; Globe Labora- 
tories, through Ray K. Glenn, four 
announcements per week for 52 
weeks; Swift & Co. (Jewel shorten- 
ing), through J. Walter Thompson, 
six e.t.’s per week for 26 weeks; 
Shaler Co., through Kirkgassen- 
Drew, seven 100-word announce- 
ments; Martin-Neal Motor Co., direct, 
two special announcements; Sun- 
shine Laundry, through Coulter- 
Mueller-Grinsted, two  announce- 
ments per week; Starkist toothpaste, 
12 election returns spots; on the po- 
litical side, Martin Dies seven quar- 
ter-hours on Texas Quality Network; 
Gerald Mann, 18 quarter-hours over 
TQN. Lyndon Johnson, 19 quarter- 
hours over TQN; W. Lee O’Daniel, 
nine quarter-hours over TQN. 

KABC: Martin Dies, five quarter- 
hours over Texas State Network; 
Lyndon Johnson, five quarter-hours 
over TSN and four quarter-hours 
locally; Gerald Mann, five quarter- 
hours over TSN; two quarter-hour 
programs and 10 spot announcements 
on ‘Billy the Kid’ moving over for 





another week’s run at the Texas; 
Northwestern Yeast Co. (Macca 
Yeast), three quarter-hours per 


week through the TSN; on the base- 
ball side of the ledger, Seven Up four 
games and Wheaties four games. 

KONO: Ernest Cude, for the State 
Representative, 10 spot announce- 
ments; Alamo Piano Co., 15-minute 
studio program each Friday; Spector 
Bros. Bargain Store, one quarter- 
hour program. 





if Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

June 28. June 21. Change. 
Network 7,803 7,162 +8.9 
Local ~. BO,ee8 11,300 —5.0 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,380 2,410 —1.2 
| ee 20,910 20,872 +0.1 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO 


KTSA, WOAIT) 


| 30-minute 


Kitchen Rebellion 





Portland, Me., July i. 

Boston & Maine railroad’s new 
series of interviews-with-house- 
wives, ‘Boston and Milady,’ on 
WGAN, is at variance with bal- 
ance of station’s us-girls chatter. 
In latter Gwen Graves, outlet’s 
kitchen queen, strives to make’ 
handling leftovers thrilling and 
darning socks an adventure. 


But in new railroad series 
housewives are-asked whether it 
wouldn’t be wiser to throw in 
sponge and take a trip for for- 
getfulness. 


PABST TESTING 








IN 3 MARKETS 





Chicago, July 1. 
Pabst is readying a test campaign 
of announcements and will spot 
them on four stations in three 


towns. Using WGN and WIND, Chi- 
cago; WISN, Milwaukee, and WDEL, 
Wilmington (Del.). Being placed 
through the local offices of Lord & 
Thomas. 


Meanwhile the Chicago agencies 
are beginning to line up considerable 
air time to start in the autumn, par- 
ticularly network stuff and a lot of 
these contracts should be signatured 
within the next two or three weeks. 


Evans Fur Co. came through for 
a renewal of its schedule of 15 min- 
utes daily, Monday through Friday, 
on WMAQ, through the Critchfield 
agency. On July 18 the NBC-Blue 
outlet, WENR, will pick up a weekly 
program through net- 
work feeding of the new Standard 
Oil of Indiana show, ‘Auction Quiz,’ 
placed through McCann-Erickson. 


Comparative Unit Count 








% of 

June 28. June 21. Change. 

Network 9,310 9,380 —0.8 
Local ...... 6,420 6,456 —0.6 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,357 11,388 —0.2 
Total . 27,087 27,224 —0.5 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, | 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


DETROIT LOCAL GAINS 


Other Categories Fade—Sweetheart 
Soap on WJR 








Detroit, July 1 
Sole bulwark this week for De- 


| troit’s six stations was local business, 


WOWO, Ft. Wayne, New Biz 


Ft. Wayne, July 1. 


WOWO New Business is as fol- 
lows: 
Allied Mills (Wayne Feeds), 156 


anns., direct. 

Starr Pen Co., 39 15-minute shows 
with Bob and Norm, through United | 
Advertising Co., Inc., Chicago. | 

Orpheum Dry Cleaners, 13 100- | 
word announcements, direct. 

American Chicle Co., (Chiclets) 65 | 
100-word announcements, through | 
Badger, Browning & Hershey, N.Y. | 

Johnny Jones exposition, 17 50- 
word announcements, direct. 

Horace Heidt, for stage show, 19 
50-word announcements, direct. 

Kay Jewelry, 300 quarter-hour -re- 
motes ‘Man On Street,’ direct. , 

_ China Inn, 26 50-word participa- 
tions, ‘Where To Go,’ direct. 

Miller’s English Tea Room, 26 50- 
word blurbs, ‘Where To Go,’ direct. 

Foster-Milburn Co. (Doan pills), 
105 one-minute transcriptions, | 
through Spot Broadcasting. 

Annie Oakley shooting galleries, | 
52 50-word announcements, ‘Where | 
To Go,’ direct. | 





| business a yea 
| the leak for the last few weeks, net- | 


which recorded a slight gain to con- 
tinue far ahead of the same kind of 
ago. After plugging 


work and national spot here again 


ebbed, the latter down better than | 


6%. 

However _ striking comparatives 
for the 1940 season, business is up 
here this year better than 2,400 units 
for the same week of last year. Local 
business is running 2,000 units ahead 
of the same week in 1940; network 
is up 800 units, although local spot 
is the weakest, bein 400 units off. 

WJBK: Michigan Milk Producers 
Association, six spot announcements 
daily, 26 weeks, direct. 

WJR: Manhattan Soap Co. (Sweet- 
heart), Jimmie Stevenson newscasts, 
15 minutes, three a week, 13 weeks, 
through Franklin Bruck, Inc. 





Comparative Wnit Count 





% of 

June 28. June 21. Change. 

Network 8,219 8,334 —I1.4 

Local ...... 12,980 12,831 +11 

| Nat'l Spot.. 4,501 4,792 —6.1 
Detad. 2.005. 25,760 25,957 

(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 
WJR, WWI, WXYZ) 


DES MOINES SKIDS 


Plunges 8.9%—Nat'l 
Holds Gains 





Local Spot 





Des Moines, July 1. 
Des Moines local biz took a fast 
trip down, with most other brackets 
tumbling after. National spot struck 
out in the opposite direction, how- 
ever, to chalk up a comfortable 3% 
gain. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 28. June 21. Change. 
Network ., 7,500 7,688 —2.4 
Loca:..... - 3,096 3,401 —8.9 
Nat’] Spot.., 3,190 3,097 +3.0 
ere 13,786 14,186 —2.7 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Team Changes Owners, 
Optimism Converts Dud 
Air Time Into a Buy 


Milwaukee, July 1. 

When the Milwaukee Baseball 
club of the American association 
played such poor ball that it quickly 
landed at the bottom of the list, 
WEMP, which has the broadcasting 
privilege, was unable to sell the time 
ahead of and after the game be- 
cause seemingly no one was inter- 
ested in what the Brewers did or 
didn’t do. However, the club was 
sold last week to Charley Grimm 
and Bill Veeck, formerly of the Chi- 
cago Cubs, and the morning follow- 
ing the sale C. J. Lanphier, mana- 
ger of the kilocycle cabin was con- 
fronted in his office with several 








prospective clients clamoring for this 
time. 


at the station first. 


KIRO’S 50,000 WATTS 





Seattle, July 1. 

Big news in Seattle this week is 
the formal opening of KIRO (29) on 
50,000 watts, with visiting biggies 
from CBS, Hollywood and New York 
City, in attendance. ‘I Was There’ 
for General Petroleum also airs over 
KIRO next day; show put on at 
Music Hall theatre. 


Monday (30) over KJR. Hour show 
is sponsored by Ben Tipp, jeweler. 
Pearce, in Northwest on fishing trip, 
decided to hold the Quest because 
of past success in finding talent here. 

Lots of activity at KOL with ‘Twi- 
llight Trail’ with Dick Todd for 





|Brown & Williamson, ‘Front Page | 


| Farrell’ for Anacin, and John B. 
| Hughes for Aspertone, all five times 
ja week, going on the air. Mutual 
|station also began two new local 
| programs, Carroll Carter commenta- 
| ting across the board on a sustain- 


|ing spot, and organist Don Isham 
| being sold for three times a week 
|show for fuel dealers Napier & 
| Scott. 


Canceling of some network shows 
|on KIRO cut down the week’s total, 
| but setback is expected to be only 
| temporary. 





Comparative Unit Count ~ | 





% of 

Jine 28. June 21. Change. 

| Network 7,367 7,475 —1.4 

io ee 6,748 6,707 +0.6 

Nat’l Spot.. 795 788 40.9 

ee 14,910 14,970 —0.4 
KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


(Included: 


New Biz in Miami 


Miami, July 1. 

Russel M. Seeds agency of Chicago 
has contracted for daily newscasts, 
beginning July 1, over WQAM for 
| Avalon cigarettes. 
| National Airlines, through Griffith 
|agency of St. Petersburg, using spots 
jon WQAM. 
| Hudepohl beer has 
' sponsorship of WIOD’s ‘Don Q’ 
|dience participation show. 
WKAT originating new quizzeroo 
| from Opa-Locka naval base. Pitting 
‘different teams from the 
against one another. 


au- 


| 
| Gen’! Mills Uses KROD 
El Paso, Texas, July 1. 

| New biz at station KROD includes 
| ‘Hymns of All Churches’ and Betty 
| rocker for General Mills. 

| Also series of 25 quarter-hour pro- 


| in behalf of the candidacy of Gov. 
W. Lee O’Daniel for the U. S. Senate 


Fellenz Coal & ock Co. got the! 
time because its representative was 


GOES INTO OPERATION 


Al Pearce will hold a Talent Quest | 


taken over | 


base | 





Biz Rivals at Lunch 





Minneapolis, July 1. 

WCCO gave luncheon in honor 
of Tom Buechner, Ted Bates 
agency exec in town visiting his 
brother, Bob, a WCCO salesman. 
Among the 17 guests were: 

Merrill Hutchinson and Ver- 
non Churchill, McCann-Erickson 
office. 

Jack Cornelius, of BBD&O. 

Vie Breytspraak, Mitchell- 
Faust, Chicago. 

John Jerome, Minneapolis 
Times’ advertising manager. 

C. T. Hagman, station man- 
ager, WTCN. 

Sam Howard and Harold Perk- 
ings, Minneapolis Star-Journal. 

Also attending was a smatter- 
ing of prospective clients for all 
those present. 








RENEWS WMCA 





ing point, with only a handful of re- 
newals and new accounts to report. 


N. W. Ayer, 13-week contract for 10 
announcements weekly; St. Chris- 
topher’s Inn, 52-week renewal on 


(Philadelphia) of ‘Ave Maria Hour,’ 
half-hour weekly. 


WOR: Strauss Stores Corp., through 





‘Moonlight Saving Time,’ Monday 
through Saturday; Bayuk cigars, 
| through Ivey & Ellington, renewal, 
quarter-hour ‘Inside of Sports, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday; 
Florida Citrus Commission, through 
Arthur Kudner, announcements, 
Monday through Friday; Look maga- 
zine, direct, quarter-hour ‘Trans- 


Renault & Sons, 
Rogers, renewal of announcements, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday; 


Quatte, renewal of 
‘Dear Imogene,’ Monday and Thurs- 
day; J. L. Prescott Co., 
| Monroe F. Dreher, renewal of an- 
nouncements, Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. 





Horse-Yard Advertising 


Schenectady, July 1. 


The Saratoga Racing Association, 
for its August meeting of the gee- 
gees, will add 21 daily and weekly 
papers to the newspaper schedule, 
and will use at least 10 radio stations. 
Although the setup is not completed, 
dramatic announcements ranging 
| from 26 to more than 100 will be 
broadcast over WGY, Schenectady; 
WOKO and WABY, Albany; WTRY, 
Troy; WKIP, Poughkeepsie; WBRK, 
Pittsfield, Mass.; WFBL, Syracuse; 
WIBX, Utica; WNBF, Binghamton, 
|and WMFF, Plattsburgh. Other sta- 
tions may be added. 





Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 


A Mysterious Germicide 


Blackett - Sample - Hummert has 
| wrapped in much mystery the germ- 
icide for which it is seeking to place 
one minute spot announcements in 
the New England area. The sched- 
ule will be five blurbs a week, night 
time. 

Markets will include Boston, Prov- 
idence, Hartford and Portland. 


Williams Adds WTRY 


Troy, N. Y., July 1. 





to the NBC blue stations carrying 
‘True Or False,’ quiz show conducted 
by Dr. Harry Hagen for Williams 
| Shaving Cream. 





|; radio News With Jay Sims,’ Tues- | (hand 
day, Thursday and Saturday; L. M.| Esty, 12 weekday spots; Ice Follies, 
through Gray & | 


Blue Moon Foodg, through H. B. Le- | 
quarter-hour | 


through | 





| 
| 





Gardner Nursery on KPO's ‘Musical 
Clock’; Arrid Spiels on KFRC 


San Francisco, July 2. 

NBC’s local two outlets, KPO and 
KGO, have contracted to stage a 
weekly two-hour show for the Lucky 
grocery chain, composed of 21 units 
in the East Bay area, in the Oak- 
land Civic Auditorium starting July 
26. Only an hour of the show will 
be broadcast. Grocery chain had 
budgeted $2,000 for talent. Bob Seal 
will produce .nd the cast will in- 
clude a 40-piece o chestra. Series 
will be exploited as an anniversary 
good-will gesture. During the in- 
terim five-week campaign the chain 
will emphasize radio - advertised 
products. Oakland Post-Enquireg, 
will figure in a publicity tieup, while 
Milt Samuel, the stations’ publicity 
manager, has several novel stunts 
lined up for the campaign. 

Bank of America, which has been 
going for special-eventers, has placed 
its first on KFRC in the current 
series. Don Lee outlet will cut 30 


|}minutes of the Salinas Rodeo for a 
9:30 p.m. delayed broadcast July 17. 
Feature will be fed to KDON, Mon- 





terey, also. Rodeo is one of the 
| biggest affairs of its kind in the 
| west and draws heavy play from all 
' over the state. 
Participating 
| headline Frisco 


| tions reporting 


shows continue to 
buying, with all sta- 
takers for their mu- 


The current heat wave has melted | Sical clocks and women’s features. 
Gotham biz down near the vanish- | 


The picture presented by the unit 
| count was not a cheerful one. Na- 
tional spot lost heavily, falling off 
nearly 16 percent. Local stayed 


WMCA: Kirkman & Sons, through 4bove the line, but only by the 


' slightest margin. 
KGO: Sommer & Kaufmann 
(shoes), through W. J. Wilkin, three 


WMCA and 26-week renewal on WIP | Wuatter-hour participations, Musical 


| Clock, and five spots; Loma Linda 
Food Co. (Ruskets), through Gerth- 
Knollin, 25 twice-weekly participa- 
tions, Ann Holden Home Forum; 





Thomas F. Harkins, participations in| Ice Follies, through Allied Adver- 


tising, 12 spots. 

KPO: Gardner Nursery, through 
Northwest Radio, 41 quarter-hour 
participations, Musical Clock; Pro- 
gressive Optical System, through W. 
L. Gleason, 104 Sunday spots (re- 
newal); Swerl Products (soap), 
| through Lord & Thomas, 26 Wed- 
nesday evening spots; Lehn & Fink 
cream), through William 





through Allied Advertising, 10 spots, 
| KFRC: Sunnyvale Packing (Ran- 
cho soups), through Lord & Thomas, 
20 five-minute participations, ‘Bess 
Bye’; Pacific Brewing & Malting Co, 
(Wielands beer), through Brewer- 
Weeks, 27 spots; E. Raymond Shane, 
chiropractor, ._ through Ewing C. 
Kelly, 39 Monday, Wednesday and 
| Friday quarter-hour participations, 
Rise and Shine; Carter Products (Ar- 
rid), through Spot Broadcasting, 28 
one-minute ET spots; Henry Doelger 


(builder), through Yeomans & 
Foote, 366 100-word spots; W. T. 
Hanson Co. (corn salve), through 


Leighton & Nelson, three one minute 
ET spots weekly, 13 weeks. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
June 28. June 21. Change. 
Network 9,253 9,440 —1.9 
Serer 3,566 3,565 + 0.03 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,453 1,728 —15.9 
. | ere 14,733 —3.1 


14,272 


Tarcher Asks Smith Bros. @ 
Options for Chainbreaks 
To Start After Nov. 15 


Tarcher agency is making an un- 
usual request from stations in be- 
ralf of Smith Bros. cough drops 
and syrup. 

Though the campaign isn’t to start 
until around Nov. 15 the agency 
wants stations on the NBC-Red and 
CBS to sign up for a stipulated 
schedule of chainbreaks which 
would run for 17 weeks. 








Grain Bins on Air 





WTRY, Troy, was added this week | 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Sioux Steel Co. of Sioux Falls, 
S. D.,, will plug grain bins on KSFO’s 
Farm Journal with participating 
spots starting this week. Deal was 
set by Brewer-Weeks agency and is 


| first of its kind on Coast. 


Garfinkel agency has spotted Paul 


| Franklin Bruck Agency has pur-| Pry on the same station for Eagle 


chased three quarter-hour morning! 
—1.0 | grams to be aired six days per week | periods weekly on WGY, Schenec- 


tady, for newscasts by Gene O’Haire, 
for Sweetheart Soap. 


idays at 5.55. 


Vineyard Products Co. (wines) in 
five-minute slots Tuesdays and Fri- 
Pry will do a gossip 


i stint, starting*today (1). 








Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


Radio Station Opens Chautauqua = 


Quiz Kids Are Initial Attraction—Bad Weather Mars 


VARIETY 
Stoki Kiddies in S. F. 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Leopold Stokowski paid a quiet 
visit to Frisco Friday (27) with his 
Youth Orchestra, pre- 


86 CONCERT 


Six New Operas At Met in 41-42: 
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Elizabeth Wysor, Newcomer, May 
Sing the Lead in ‘Cenerentola psc.‘ os‘ia ne 


|municipal art commission. At a| 
| H 7 - ‘2 
+ * top, single concert broke even. | 


HAVANA SOLOISTS Stoki the | 


from | 
| Sacramento without fanfare and 








: arrived in a.m. 
Metropolitan Opera has a number arriy é 


of revivals and new operas planned EE ol 
for the coming season. At least | qtyrbi, Schipa, Fray and Braggiotti| moved on after his one-nighter to_ 
six works not heard this year will Among Those Set lfnish his tour with a concert in 


probably be given. a 





First of Eight WLW Events 





JAN PEERCE’S TOUR 


Radio City Music Hall Tenor’s Fees 
Now Above $759 





Jan Peerce, tenor of the Radio City 
Music Hall, has been booked for ap- 
proximately 30 concerts for the fall, 


| | Dees , aw (s 

These will be the ‘Magic Flute,’ | Havana, July 1. | Pesntens Dyneey a0). openings in Galveston, Texas, in Oc- 
mentioned two weeks ago in| The Philharmonic Orchestra here , tober. The tenor will sing in ‘Lucia’ 
Variety, for Jussi Bjoerling| wil) present seven soloists one | f id P A k AFM and ‘Rigoletto’ with the Cincinnati 
(although latest reports say the | the 1941-42 season, All told 15 con- | Ig rl rager SKS Opera Co., and will also appear with 
Swedish tenor may not be able to | certs will be given. . a the Chicago Opera Co. 
come as the Trans-Siberia route is| Soloists include Jascha_ Heifetz, | Protection of Reputation Peerce sings ‘Traviata’ opposite 
now closed); ‘Fra Diavolo,’ in Eng- | Jose Iturbi, Tito Schipa, Fray and | Jarmilla Novotna under Gaetano 
lish for Lily Pons, Irra Petina, Sal-| Braggiotti, Jose Echaniz, Greta Merola at the Hollywood Bowl July 





For Milw’kee Cancellation 





vatore Baccaloni, Charles Kullman, | yenzel and Ollando Barera. The 

Virglio Lazzari, Louis D'Angelo, | season is under the direction of Mas- 

with Gennera Papi conducting. | sino Freccia, and includes 150 chorus Milwaukee, July 1. 
‘Amelia Goes to the Ball,” with | voices, and a 90-piece orchestra.|. Dr. Sigfrid Prager has appealed to 
Muriel Dickson, and a new opera | Ludwig Lustig, general manager, is | 


: ect the New York office of the Ameri- 
being commissioned by the Opera | now in N.Y. signing soloists. | can Federation of Musicians to aid 


Guild by John Carlo Menotti. P |him in collecting damages from Mil- 
Last of the new works mentioned |waukee county because of his re- 








is the probability of Rossini’s opera | placement as conductor of the Wis- 
‘Cenerentola,’ never given at the C | consin Symphony orchestra's ‘Music 
Met and presented infrequently in |'Under the Stars’ summer concert 
the U. S. since its birth in 1817. programs in Washington Park, 
Opera was starring vehicle for where concert and operatic stars are 


Maria Malibrun and Marietta Al- 
boni in the first half of the 19th 
century, but lack of a great con- 
tralio with a three octave range 
has prevented its being used since. 


guest attractions. 

After Dr. Prager had been widely 
billed throughout the state as con- 
‘ductor, following four years in a 
similar capacity, he was replaced in 


RITZY LIKE 
ITURBI 


Salvatore Baccaloni is scheduled the eleventh hour by Jerzy Bojan- 
to appear in the revival, and as owski, Polish-American leader. 
‘Cenerentola,’ the Met is planning to _— Park officials claim Prager was | 


use the American contralto, Eliza- 
beth Wysor, who possesses range of 
over four octaves. The singer is 
known to have created a very fa- 


employed on a per concert basis at | 
$100 per night. He admits having no 
contract, but claims to have been 
told he was to conduct this season | 


Jose Iturbi, Spanish maestro, last 
week withdrew as conductor of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra’s concert at 
the Robin Hood Deil next Tuesday 





vorable impression with her singing Good co and made his plans accordingly. He 
: . ce e y H as : . 
of arias from the opera, and while | (10) because Benny Goodman Was) wants coin for loss of salary and 





slated as feature soloist. 
Iturbi 


Met officials refuse comment on 


|}damage to his professional standing. | 
next season’s plans, and the singer - 





declared it was below his | 


5. His fee runs from $750-$1,000 a 
concert. 





CONCERTS DOING 


WHAMMO AT 
LEWISOHN 


—_——— 


The Lewisohn Stadium concerts 
continued to pack ’em in during the 
past week. Weather was favorable. 

Tuesday (24) 3,000 paying 
estimated $1,400 to hear Benjamin 
Britten’s Suite movements, 
‘Soires Misicales,’ excerpts from Ber- 
lioz’s ‘Damnation of Faust,’ Wagner’s 
‘Siegfried Idyl’ and works by Smet- 


saw 


in five 


denies the reports, it is likely she 
will be the ‘sleeper’ the Met will 
use for next season. 

Failure of Kirsten Flagstad to re- 
turn from Norway will mean a con- 


| dignity. He is booked Nov. 9 to con- 
| duct the Rochester Civic Orchestra. 
|Larry Adler, ‘harmonica virtuoso’ is 
ito be guest soloist. 

Adler has been making a number 


MET CAST’S ‘PASQUALE’ 





OPENS BEEGLE SERIES 


He | 
| 
| 


ana and Walter Piston. 

Wednesday (25) attendance was 
5,000, with about $2,250. On Thurs- 
day (26) the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo appeared for the first of two 


siderable reduction in Wagnarian | of longhair appearances lately. performances, giving ‘Les Sylphides’ 
operas, with Helen Traubel, Amer- | played with the Bronx, N. Y., Sym- ; of Chopin, the ‘Scheherazade’ of 
ican dramatic soprano taking over | phony about a month ago, is to play Pittsburgh, July 1. Rimsky-Korsakoff, and ‘Le Beau 
the Norwegian’s roles. Miss Traubel, | with the Cleveland Symphony July | The May Beegle Concerts will Danube’ of Johann Strauss. Thurs- 


| present nine attractions for the 1941- 
42 season, opening Oct. 17 with ‘Don 
| Pasquale’ by a Metropolitan Opera 


who goes to the Coast this week, is 111 and the New York Philharmonic 
reported to have been told to learn | at Lewisohn Stadium, July 14. 
the three Brunhilde’s, ‘Isolde,’ ‘Aida’ 





day it rolled up a 16,000 attendance, 
with around $8,500 in the till, and 


: Edwin McArthur, will substitute; - i i #3 : Friday (27) saw 18,000 admissions 
and ‘Gioconda’ by next season. Gae- | for Iturbi rey of charge. Calling | et gig Sing: Fs agate ™ = — with $9,500 taken in. 
tano Merola will probably use her | Goodman ‘one of the great virtuosi | -. 7 me venge trem § Saturday (28), Veronica Mimosa, 


7 . _ } 2 . . “ts 
at the San Francisco season as his | of the clarinet,’ McArthur said it |'° ¥28 forthe concerts. 














replacement for Flagstad. Miss | y ‘ctinct honor and privi-| ..Other soloists appearing will be | 
Traubel will sing at the Hellywood | ag Aa Benny Rasen Richard Crooks, Don Cossack Sing- 
Bowl in July. alin | ers, Maracci Dancers, Salvatore Bac- 
. _ | caloni, Jascha Heifetz, Nelson Eddy 
; In volunteering his services gratis, | and Vladimir Horowitz. 
VIVIAN DELLA CHIESA McArthur took a slap at Iturbi’s 
| walkout on the Goodman date. He| 
OPENS GRANT PK DATES praised Goodman as ‘a distinguished | Considering Copland For 
° addition to your list of great mu- . 's nite’ 
|sical names’ and a. Ry N. Y. Post Music Critic 
Chicago, July 1. Iturbi’s action has made me fee e : : ‘ 
Vivian Della Chiesa, lyric soprano, | need for an American conductor to | PA ages ee eee 
has been engaged by the Grant Park | take up the cudgels and show how | is being considered by the New Y rk 
Concerts here to open the season on| we really feel about this sort of| Post to nine artes the iob of Patent 
July 8 The soprano is booked for | thing. . J ae | 





nS over Sa : ms critic in the fall. Don Briggs is 

& hectic first week of July, flying to | McArthur is breaking up a Maine | temporarily filling the spot which | Ballet Russe Opens Fall 

Cincinnati at 11 p.m. Sunday (29)| vacation to fill the podium for the| was vacated by Samuel Chotzinoff, | x ° 

for rehearsals for ‘Carmen’ in which] Goodman concert. now director of serious music for Season in October 

she appeared yesterday (Tuesday), - NBC Ballet Muse — Carl 
eee eer CPibetee ms ? sse Monte arlo, | 

~~ repeats tomorrow (Thursday ). o New York Herald Tribune has! which played two dates last w sie et 
le then returns by plane to N. Y. player O dates last WeeK a 


whipped up considerable additional 
interest in its music 


for a good will broadcast to South | 


ft ; ss . reviews since 
America with Frank Black’s orches- . . 


15 year old pianist made her debut 
with the orchestra drawing 5,500 ad- 
missions or $2,200. Sunday (29), a 
small throng of 2,500 tossed around 
$1,200 in the till to hear works of 


Gluck, Beethoven, Hadley, Sibelius 
and Dukas. 
Rain postponed Monday (30) con- 


cert, which was to have included the 
Stadium debut of Eugene Goossens 
as conductor and Mischa Elman as 
violin soloist. The concert was given 
yesterday (Tuesday) instead. 


| Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., is set for 
|a repeat there July 17-18, then goes 


Cincinnati, July 1. 

Opening of the WLW-Miami Val- 
ley Chautauqua’s summer season of 
eight Sunday afternoon platform and 
air programs, held Sunday (29) was 
marred by the elements. Showers 
and high winds not only reduced at- 
tendance to 1,200, which was about 
one-sixth of the number anticipated 
by the management, but interfered 
with WLW’s broadcast of the show 
from 3 to 4 p.m., EST. 

Programs are staged in the 6,000 
seat open-air pavilion at Miami Val- 
ley Chautaugua’s summer colony 
near Franklin, O., 30 miles from 
Cincy. Gate is 50 and 75 cents for 
adults and 25 cents for juves. 

Headliner for the initial program 
was the Alka-Seltzer Quiz Kids, 
They were supported by the Vo- 
calaires (5), Gladys Lee, organist, 
and Doris Jeanne Peterson, marimba 
soloist, with Howard Tulley as m.c. 

Proceedings smacked of showman- 
ship that was head and heels above 
the way chautauqua programs were 
presented a generation or so since 
when that form of entertainment was 
at its peak. 

Quiz Kids were accompanied by 
their manager, Louis Cowan. They 
were a pronounced hit, working the 
same as on their regular radio net- 
work, stint. Vocalaires and Miss 
Peterson also clicked in style. 

Peter Grant, WLW’s ace news 
commentator, tops the program for 
July 6. He will be followed by H. V. 
Kaltenborn, NBC news commentator. 


MARION TELVA’S ‘IF’ 
ON OPERA RETURN 


Norwalk, Conn., July 1. 

Marion Telva, former contralto of 
the Met who retired in her vocal 
prime about a half dozen years ago, 
will return to the Met if Helen Trau- 
bel does ‘Norma.’ Miss Telva is a 
pal of Miss Traubel’s, having gone 
to school with her in St. Louis. 

Last time Miss Telva was heard 
in the Bellini opera was with Rosa 
Ponselle and Giacomo Lauri-Volpi 
in the late 1920's. She recently sang 
a concert in Mexico City with Ger- 
aldine Farrar at the piano. 








Naya, Spanish Tenor, At 
Randall’s Island, N. Y. 


Francesco Naya, 27-year-old Span- 
ish tenor, will sing in ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Boheme’ at Randall’s 
Island during the summer. 


The tenor may also replace 
Michael Bartlett as Mario in Grace 
Moore’s first ‘Tosca’ at Cincinnati 
July 27, 





Robeson’s 5] Concerts 


Paul Robeson has been booked by 
Columbia for 


PROMOTES CONCERTS 


the heaviest concert 
tour of his career in the U. S. start- 


employing another 
poser, Virgil Thomson. 


. ; . oder - 
tra,’and on Sunday sings with the modern com 


| to San Antonio for dates July 22-23. 
American Album of Familiar Music. 





Others set for the Grant Park Con- 


vanni' Martinelli, John Charles} wood, N. J., Playhouse late in Sep- z 
Thomas, Lawrence Tibbett, Jascha} tember. She is booking artists now 

ere : nest, onschi ber. s 8 SES NOW: | CHEFFFFF+FFF4 44446644 | 
Heifetz and Mischa Elman. Con-| First set to open the series is | ~— 
certs are free to the public With $80,- | Lottie Lehmann, Met soprano Metropolitan Opera is’ understood 
000 needed to carry them for the sea- _— a |to have signed Kurt Baum, Czech 
son. The Chicago City Opera Or- N . i tenor. Baum, a 33 year-old lvric 

i y Ss I “ks ) r nor. aum, @ Jo ye J yrico 

chestra supports the singers. Turiel I ick on, I udley spinto, made his American debut 


Menuhin S.R.0. in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, June 24. 


Yehudi Menuhin cracked all house 


records at the Colon Opera house 
with his first recital here during the 
week. The violinist is completely 
#old out on his three concerts. 

He is booked at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, July 9, and at the Philadel- 
phia Dell on July 15. Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., will hear him July 21 
and Ravina Park, Chicago, July 24 
and 26. The Hollywood Bowl. on 
Aug. 19, will conclude summer en- 
gagements. 





Montreal Symph to NBC. 


Montreal, July 1. 
The Montreal Symphony Orches- 
tra will broadcast its summer pro- 
gram from July 3-Sept. 25 over NBC 
every Thursday night. 
Takes the spot now held by the 
Toronto Symphony. 


Cheryl Crawford will branch into 
certs which haye drawn as many as| concert this year, and will present a 
500,000 people are Lily Pons, Gio-|number of recitals at the Maple- 


Savoyarding in Philly 


Muriel Dickson, Met soprano, and | 
| John Dudley, Met tenor, have been | 


| booked for a series of six excerpts 
from Gilbert and Sullivan Operas 
| this summer. First gets under way 
July 17 at Robin Hood Dell, Phila- 
delphia, 
Both 
Carte. 


singers are from D’oyle 





Hofmann at Lewisohn 


Josef Hofmann will fly from his 
summer home in California to make 
an appearance as soloist with the 
Philharmonic orchestra at Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., on July 7. The 
pianist will play the Chopin E Flat 
Minor piano concerto. 

Hofmann will spend the summer 
resting and working on an inven- 
tion to improve the tone of the 
piano. His tour opens in January, 
with 40 dates set, first of which will 





be in Akron, 


Sn A A A Oe te tn 
+ 


Concert Footnotes ; 





with the Chicago Opera Co. in 1939. 


John Charles Thomas will appear 


| Ohio, Aug. 17; Bay View, Michigan, 
| Aug. 21, and Chatauqua, N. Y., Aug. 
30. 





Paul Robeson has been booked for 
summer appearances at the Stadium, 
N.Y., Newark, Hollywood Bowl, and 
Robin Hood Dell. He is one of the 
few singers to make the round robin 
of all] principal summer attractions. 





High-caliber grand opera presenta- 
tions by a reorganized Mexican com- 
pany opens in Mexico City June 24 
under auspices of the Ministry of 
Public Education at the Palace of 
Fine Arts (National Theatre). 





Margaret Speaks, NBC lyric so- 
prano, and sololist on the Firestone 
hour, will appear in Cleveland July 
9 as soloist with the Cleveland Sym- 





phony orchestra. 





| New 


in concert at Robin Hood Dell. Aug. | 
5; Milwaukee, Aug. 12: Chautauqua, | 


Subsequent bookings already set are 
| for Hollywood Bowl, July 29-Aug. 2, 
|and San Francisco, Aug. 5-9. Other 
dates may be set in the interim. 
Troupe opens its fall season in 
York sometime in October, 
| probably at the Metropolitan Opera 
House. Last fall the company played 
an extended engagement at the 5lst 
Street theatre, N. Y. 


Concert Guest Dates 


(July 2-12) 

James Melton—‘Madame Butter- 
fly,’ with Enya Gonzalez, Hollywood 
Bowl (8). 

John Charles Thomas—Holly wood 
Bowl (10). 

Bruno Walter—conducting Los An- 
Pretty Philharmonic, Hollywood Bowl 

Donald Dickson — with Summer 
Symphony, Milwaukee (8). 

Oscar Levant—with Philharmonic 
ae Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y. 
( ), 

Jessica Dragonette—with National 
Symphony (Antonia Brico, conduct- 
ing), Washington (10). 

Jose Iturbi — (soloist-conductor) 
with Philadelphia Orchestra, Robin 
Hood Dell, Philadelphia (8). 

Benny Goodman—Edwin McArthur 
conducting) with Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, Robin Hood Dell, Philadel- 





phia (10). 








ing Oct. 1. The Negro bass is sold 
out now on 51 concerts to the end 
of January, and Columbia is adding 
about 20 more to keep him going to 
the end of March. 

Robeson gets about $2,500 per con- 
cert. 

Robeson has been signed by Co- 
lumbia Records. He’ll record for 
that outfit on both masterworks and 
popular releases, working with sym- 
phony background on the Blue Seal 
stuff and solo and with the Golden 
Gate quartet on tke 50c pop sides 

He was with Victor last. 





Book Yale Concerts 


The Woolsey Hall Concert Series 
at Yale University ha’ booked seven 
attractions for its season from Oct. 
29 to March 11. Prices range from 
$7.75 to $15. 

Artists to appear will be Sergei 
Rachmaninoff, Boston Symphony 
(twice), Gladys Swarthout, Don Cos- 
sack Chorus, Philadelphia Orches- 
tra and Jascha Heifetz. 





Leonard Shure at Berkshire 


Leonard Shure will solo at the 
Berkshire Festival with Brahms 
piano concert in B flat under Sergie 
Koussevitsky on Aug. 9. 

On Aug. 14, the pianist is set to 
play with the Budapest String Quar- 
tet at Ravina Park, Chicago, 


/ 
' 
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DRAFT CAUSING 
SCARCITY OF 
MUSICIANS 


ee 


Detroit, July 1. 

Growing shortage of musicians 
forced Sammy Dibert band to forego 
its vacation this year. Hy Baron 
band had been alternating with the 
Dibert orchestra at the Wonder Bar 
here, but because of the increasing 
shortage of musicians due to the 
draft the Baron combo was unable 
to carry out its plan of doubling its 
size. 

As the result of Baron’s failure to 
round out a fuller band, Dibert or- 
chestra postponed its vacation to 
continue alternating on the stand 
with Baron. 


Barron’s NBC Remoters 
From Tour Will Include 
Blurbs by Local Gentry 


Though a starting date has not 
definitely been set, Blue Barren’s or- 
chestra will occupy the NBC Blue 
6-7 p.m. slot each week from various 
cities on a planned road tour. Cur- 
rently at the Edison hotel, N. Y., 
where it finishes Sunday (6), Bar- 
ron’s band will be the focal point 
of a scripted band sustainer, ten- 
tatively titled ‘Baron of Broadway.’ 

Program will have as guests each 
week the local dignitaries of the 
town from which each broadcast em- 
anates, and also weave in stories 
concerning the lives of the musicians 
in Barron’s band. Outfit currently 
airs on NBC’s Blue from the Edison 
each Sunday at 6:05 p.m., but for 
only a half-hour. Originaliy NBC 
wanted Barron to originate the full 
hour script show from the hotel, but 
decided to wait and do the road 
shots. 


McFARLAND TWINS 
BUY UP ZUCKER’S PACT 











After months of dispute the Mc- 


Farland Twins last week bought out | 
band | 


Stan Zucker’s interest in their 
for $3,500. Twins had been handled 
by Zucker practically from the be- 
ginning several years ago. Pair 
notified Zucker about a month ago 
that their relations were at an end 
and to do nothing in their behalf. 

Based their dispute with Zucker 
on objections to his booking activi- 
ties. When they hooked up with him 
he was a personal manager, but in 
branching out into the booking end 
recently he was competing with 
MCA, which books them. 


Dan Noble, 25, Picked Up 


Unconscious; Disappears 
St. Louis, July 1. 

Dan Noble, 25, a Philadelphia mu- 
Sicilian, who was found unconscious 
on the street in Belleville, Ill., near 
here, Thursday (26) mysteriously 
disappeared from St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in the same town 24 hours 
later. Noble told cops he had en- 
tered Illinois over a bridge span- 
ning the Mississippi from Missouri 
in an auto accompanied by a friend 
and remembered nothing more until 
he awoke in the hospital. 


Although penniless when picked 
up, Noble claimed the loss of a new 
auto and $50. Cops are searching 
for Noble and the man he named as 
his companion. 








NICHOLS’ STANDARD E.T.’S 


Minneapolis, July 1. 


While here at Excelsior Park, 
George Tasker, manager of Red 
Nichols’ Pennies, set deal with 


Standard Radio, Inc., to make ses- 
sions of dance transcriptions. 

Tasker anticipates deal pending 
for radio sponsorship out of Chicago 
will be completed within fortnight. 


FRENCH REFUGEES TOOT | 


Eddy Brandt Orchestra Has Serge | 
Glykson and Aime Rene 











Eddy Brandt orchestra, currently | 
at the Terrace Club, Virginia Beach, 
Va., includes two French refugee 
musicians in its sax section. Players | 
are Serge Glykson and Aime Rene, 
who doubles violin and arranging. 





ago. 
Brandt knew them when 
worked in Paris years ago. 


MUTUAL MEETS 
DANCEMEN 
LATER 


2 

Mutual network executives, headed 
by Fred Weber, expect to sit at 
luncheon with various bandleaders 
under the eye of union execs. Idea 
is to straighten out complaints, etc. 
Get-together is not definitely dated, 
but it’s scheduled for a few weeks 
hence at Toots Shor’s, in New York. 

Weber and his lieutenants met 
with music publishers at Shor’s yes- 
terday (Tues.) for a similar purpose. 


he 














Swing Ain’t Doing Right 
By Old Masters, Music 
Clubs in Counter-Move | 





Los Angeles, July 1. 

They swung on swing with cul- 
tural haymakers at the annual con- 
vention of the National Federation 
of Music Clubs and advocated an ed- 
ucational block against unsports- 
manlike assaults on the old masters, 
who are not here to defend them- 
selves. Highbrow musikers, har- 
monizing at the Ambassador hotel, 
also jumped on jazz and adopted a 





| resolution deploring the fact that: 


| ‘Beautiful musical compositions of 
| Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Cho-| 
| pin, Tschaikowsky, Debussy and 
| Foster and many other masters, | 
have been deliberately converted 
into jazz and swing without the 
knowledge and consent of said com- 


| posers now deceased.’ 
Other resolutions opposed a Fed- 
eral tax on musical instruments, 


pledged intensive efforts to increase | 
the number of choral and instru- 
mental groups in industrial plants 
and urgéd continued efforts for 
unity with Latin-America through 
the medium of music. 

Sigmund Spaeth, president of the 
National Association of American 
Composers and Conductors, took a 
swipe at the networks and declared 
radio’s war with ASCAP is a ‘con- 
spiracy against the work of Ameri- 
ca‘s best and most popular compo- 
sers.’ 


Kay Kyser’s Disc Pact 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Kay Kyser orchestra got set with 
{Columbia Records here last week 
after recording for that outfit for al- 
most a year without being under 
contract. 

New deal, for a year, calls for 
substantially the same terms as the | | 
old one which paid Kyser $500 a 
side against a royalty. 





Name Bands in Poconos | 
Stroudsburg, Pa., July 1. 

Alvino Rey and the Four King 
Sisters inaugurate a name band pol- | 
icy at Saylor’s Lake Pavilion, Say- 
lorsburg, near Stroudsburg, Pa., next | 
Saturday (5). Venture is backed by | 


A. J. Perry, veteran promoter and | 
owner-operator of the Empire Ball- | 


! 


room, Allentown, Pa. 


Sammy Kaye follows on Tuesday 
(8). 





| Ansell, 


| bility 


| bands 
whose leaders would feel seriously | 
ithe burden of paying them. 


| etc. 
jler’s troupes range around 30 peo- 


ruling, 
| bands 


LEGAL MOVE T0 


PIN DOWN TAXEa 


They arrived here only a few weeks American Federation of Mu- 





sicians Orders All Book- 
ings After Sept. 15 Be on 
Straight Specified Guar- 
antee — ‘Best for Most’ 
Idea Prevails But Rule 
Will Embarrass Pace- 
Setters of Dance Music 





PROMOTER RISKS 





By BERNIE WOODS 


The national executive board of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians has stunned name band leaders 
and booking agency officials with a 
new ruling that forbids the placing 
of any band on a date where the 
band’s salary is arrived at via a per- 
centage agreement. Effective Sept. 
15 the regulation will revolutionize 
the selling of name bands and will 
bring on, for awhile anyway, a great 
amount of confusion. Rule states that 
all dates, whether one-nighters, 
hotei, nite club or roadhouse, have 
to be booked on a flat guarantee. 

Amendment stems from the prob- 
lem of social security taxes with 


| which the A.F.M. has been wrestling 
|for some time, trying to place the 
| responsibility 


for them anywhere 
but on a leader’s shoulders. Sam 
union attorney at Washing- 
ton, sponsored the resolution that 
the executive board made a law. He 
argued at the recent convention in 
Seattle that on a date where a band 
is booked on a guarantee against a 
percentage the government could 
construe the leader as a partner in 
the venture because he was partici- 
pating in the profits, therefore he 
could be classed as an employer and 
made liable for the payment of social 
security taxes. Ansell pointed out 
that forcing all bands to play dates 


lon a flat guarantee basis would elim- 


inate the possibility of a leader be- 
ing called an employer, which, of 
course, would help toss the respon- 
sibility for tax payments to the own- 
ers, 

In making its ruling the AFM ap- 
parently felt that while it 
have a detrimental effect on 50 to 75 
of the top name bands, musicians in 
general would benefit. Any 
that would help ward off responsi- 
for the payment of 
would help the thousands of small 
around the country, outfits 


Mean- 
while such small groups have rarely, 








would | 


move | 


taxes | 


‘Second. Guessing on Madison Sq. Try 


Jive Proved Monotonous ¢ 





Renew Glenn Miller 
For Chesterfield Show 


Glenn Miller has been renewed by 
Chesterfield (CBS) for another 13 
weeks starting Sept. 12. 

He went on the cig account’s pay- 
roll the last week in 1939, 


GEORGE OLSEN 
OPERATING 
BALLROOM 


Detroit, July 1. 
George Olsen has taken over the 
operation of the Fair Grounds near 


here as an outdoor dance pavilion. 
Deal was with the State Adminis- 
trative Board. Olsen will have pos- 
session of the spot from July 3 un- 
til the State Fair opens in the fall. 
The rental will’ be $1,500 a week 
and when the State Fair opens he 
will receive $9,000 for the services 
of his band on a 12-day run. Latter 
arrangement gives him a monopoly 
of dancing at the fair where, in the 
past, bands were rotated from day 
to day. 

Another ex-bandman turned oper- 
ator in this locality is Lowry Clark. 











His spot is Westward Park. Other 
moonlight danceries in operation 
rereabouts this summer are the 


Walled Casino, Eastwood Park and 
Jefferson Beach. Olsen’s spot will 
| be remote from opposition. 





Lionel Hampton Winds Up 
Victor Deal Which Held 


Him to Small Combination 





Lionel Hampton has stopped re- 
| cording for Victor Records with the 
small combination he led on the 50c 
Victor label. Leader stepped off Vic- 
tor’s roster after his last date a few 
weeks ago because the company 
would not record him with the big 
| band he has been leading for more 
than six months. He figures records 
| by the small group aren’t helping his 
| full-sized combo. 
Victor’ 3 reason 


for not recording 
| Hampt on’s new band is supposed to 
be its contract with Duke Ellington. 
Latter’s agreement prohibits Victor 
|from using any 
| colored band while he’s working for 
| them 
up with any other company. 


BOB CHESTER SEES 
BIZ NEEDS SOLVED 


Point, O., July 1. 

elated over that 
when his out- 

the Chatterbox, Moun- 
July 17 for 


| Cedar 

hester is 

NBC wire he'll get 
( 


if ever, worked on a _ percentage 
basis. 
Present Booking 

However, the idea of booking 
names such as Benny Goodman, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, etc., | 
on a flat guarantee is not easy, and 
it’s bound to create a bad situation. 
As it is now the average name | 
band is sold anywhere from $750 to 
$1,000 a night against a privilege of 
60%, meaning that they can take a 
60% cut of the gross if the gross ex- 
ceeds their guarantee. Some of the 
biggest names demand and get more 
of a guarantee, but rarely does the 
percentage privilege go above 60% 
And in more than half the dates 


played by those bigger bands they 
cut into percentage—they have to in 
order to make ends meet. Benny 
Goodman, for instance, operates un- 
| der backbreaking expenses for high- 
| priced musicians, arrangers, singers, 
Tommy Dorsey and Glenn Mil- 
|ple apiece, which demands ‘high 
bracket incomes to underwrite. 
Now, with the new flat guarantee 
selling these high priced 
is going to be a headache. 
Leaders mentioned above, according 
to booking execs, can’t exist on 
| guarantees alone unless those guar- 
antees are high enough to approxi- | 
mate what they might have taken | 
out of a spot under a percentage 
agreement. On the other hand, 
(Continued on page 39) 


nite 
| younger 


ords, but 


Figures he’s in with the 
generation already via rec- 
has never had any substan- 
tial air time by which he might woo 
general acclaim. 

Because of this he is able to pack a 
| dancehall but his theatre draw is nil. 
The band figures this ether time will 
supply the necessary” push. 


stay, 





Daye Runs Celoron Pier 





Jamestown, N. Y., July 1. 
Contracted to run J. G. Campbell’s 
| Pier Ballroom, Celoron Park, this 
|summer, is M. L. Daye, formerly 

|manager of the Royal Palm Club, 
| Miami. 

Vaughn Monroe booked for formal 
| opening of ‘name’ bands July 4. 





other normal-sized | 


Hampton so far hasn’t hooked | 


|; extortion 
about $2,500,000 from milk trucking 


an indefi- | 


as Principal Diet — Big 


Garden Should Have Had 3 Band Shells 
+ 


Despite some ‘simpatico’ for Monte 
Proser for his daring and the rap 
he took with his Madison Square 
Garden Dance Festival (N.Y.), the 
post-mortems on how and why he 
started with ‘two strikes on him’ are 
many. Notably, now that it’s over, 
the monotony of three jive bands— 
all bouncing in the same groove 
(Goodman, Clinton and Barnet)—is 


blamed. Also at fault was the one 
podium when three, circling the 
room, would kave staggered the 


traffic more advantageously. 


Proser himself has gone into the 
box for almost $15,000, including 
pledging of an insurance policy and 
his share in two Broadway niteries, 
the Copacabana and Beachcomber 
(now the Zombie Club, as of July 1 
by court order in order not to con- 
flict with the Hollywood Beach- 
comber). 


Proser to Pay 
Off Garden Debts 


To Orchestras 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has re- 
leased a $2,500 bond posted by Monte 
Proser before he could open his 
Dance Carnival at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y. Money came out of 
escrow to help pay off the bands still 
owed salary by Prosér’s short-lived 
try at ballroom operation of the 
Garden, which closed a week ago 
Sunday (22). Garden shuttered ow- 
ing approximately $8,000 for music. 

Cash was distributed among the 
bands of Benny Goodman, Charlie 
Barnet, Larry Clinton and Ben 
Bernie, allocated according to how 
much they had coming. Goodman, 
was owed the most. Remainder will 
be paid off in weekly installments 
by Proser. 


None of the bandleaders involved 
is worried about his money. Spoken 
to last week, two of them expressed 
implicit faith in Proser’s paying 
them. 


JUKEBOX OP DP JAILED 
IN N.Y. MILK RACKET 


Jacob Bernoff, one of the heads of 
| Regal Music Co., operators of sev- 
eral hundred coin machines placed 
jin New York cafe, bars and grills, 
was one of seven men locked up 
|Monday (30) by N. Y. district at- 
|torney Thomas E. Dewey, charged 
|with being a member of a ring of 

ists who have gathered in 











concerns 


In adc 


over a five-year period. 


lition to his interest in coin- 
machine operation, Bernoff is said to 
be owner of one of New York’s 


prominent night clubs. He was held 
|in $50,000 bail in Felony Court be- 
of a past police record, which 
includes a conviction for kidnaping. 
|Abraham Lichtenstein, supposed to 
| be an employee of Regal Music, was 
|taken into custody also. He was 
|labelled as Bernoff’s ‘bodyguard’ by 
| Dewey. 


| cause 





Les Paul Leads at WJJD; 
Ben Kanter as Lawyer 


Chicago, July 1. 
Les Paul, guitarist for the past 
three years with the Fred Waring 
orchestra, takes over on Aug. 1 as 
| musical director for WJJD here. He 


replaces Ben Kanter, who is resign- 
| ing to devote more of his time to 
| his law practice, with radio appeare 
| ances more or less as a sideline. 

Paul was with WJJD before going 
with Waring. 
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BAND ROUTES 


—.—__— } 


(WEEK OF JULY 3) 


Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. Every effort will be made to 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. Band leaders and 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Variety of 
changes and corrections. There is no charge for listing. 

Abbreviations used are as follows: B—ballroom; C—cafe; CC— 
country club; H—hotel; NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
Booking office abbreviations are: MCA, Music Corp. of America; 
































GAC, General Amusement Corp.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists; 
F. B., Frederick Bros.; Wm. M., Wm. Morris. 
} 
A t Curbello, Herbert, 57 W. 57th St., NYC. 
. ‘ 4 Cutler, Ben, Wm. M., NYC 
Abbs, Vic, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Alexander, Van, Enna Jeitick Park, Au- | D 

burn, N. Y. ; A ; : ‘ 
Allen, Red, Cafe Society, NYC. Daly, Duke, Play): d c “<< Rye, NYC, 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18, NYC. Davis, Eddie, La Rue’s, } .” 
‘Aymatr ne Louis, Joe Glaser, NYC Dawn, Dolly, Roseland B., NYC. 

aes hing aces Mead whenals "oc. C. Bt Day, Bobby, Idora Park, Youngstown, O. 

— Se ; Denny, Jack, Tybee Beach, Savarfnah, 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC. | Ga. “¢ 
Astor, Bob, Wigwam, Budd Lake, N. J. Deutsch, Emery, Wm. was aee. Det 
Ayres, Mitchell, West End Casino, Deal, Donahue, Al, Eastwood Gardens, Det, 
— oe © , Donahue, Sam, Wm. M., NYC, 

N. J Dorsey, Tommy, Astor H., NYC. 

Dorsey, Jimmy, Sherman i. Chicago. 
B s Dowell, Saxie, Fae A, NYC, 

mn ag Bill, Dreamland Park, Kenova, Duchin, Eddy, opacob ana, Rio De Jane- 

WV . . fro. 

Barlow, Ralph, Euc lid Beach Park, Cleve, Duffy, Geo., Cleveland H., Cleve. 

Barnet, Charlie, MCA, NYC, Dunham, Sonny, Meadowbrook, Cedar 
lis Baron, Paul, Wm. M., NYC. ; Grove, N. 

Barrie, Dick, Oriental B., Delvant, Wis. , 

Barron, Blue, Edison Hotel, NYC, — } E 

Bartha, — rt Soe —— ee Ellington, Duke, WM, Los A, 

Basie, Count, Ritz-Carlton H., Boston. wees A. se 

TR: um, Charles, CRA, NYC Elliot, Baron, O. Henry Park, Chicago. 

Becker, Howard, The Pines, Perrysville, Ennis, Skinnay, Palmer House, Chicago. 
Ba. , 

Berigan, Bunny, MCA, NYC. ; he Le 

Bernie, Ben, Cedar Point B., Sandusky, Fields, Shep, ME NYC. : 

Ohio. Fio Rito, Ted, Wa m. M., NYC. ’ 
Bestor, Don, Bill Green's, Pittsburgh. Fisher, Buddy, Avalon B., Niles, Mich. 
Beverly Twins, Roosevelt H., Jackson- Fisher, Freddie, Old Vienna, Cincinnati. 

Wille, Fla. Fitzgerald, Ella, Moe Gale, NYC. ’ 
Black, Teddy, CRA, NYC. Fontaine, Neil, Walton H., Roof, Phila- 
forr, Mischa, Waldorf H., NYC. delphia. : 

Bradley, Will, Paramount T., NYC. Foster, Chuck, Biltmore Bowl, L.A. 
Brandywynne, Nat, Copacabana, NYC, Fox, Roy, F.B., NYC. 
Brandt, Eddy, Terrace C., Virginia Frasetto, Joe, WIP, Phila, 

Beach, Va. Fredericks, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, NYG 
Breese, Lou, GAC, NYC, Funk, Larry, Lookout House, Covington, 
Brigode, Ace, FB, Chicago, Ky. 

Britton, Milt, GAC, NYC. G 











‘Brown, Les, Log Cabin, Armonk, N.Y. = "v r-re 
Bundy, Rudy, Henry Grady H., Atlanta. somes. “Jam, Beab ~ ‘i Mem his 
Busse, Henry, Surf Beach C., Virginia es pte _ 
Beach, Va , Garr, Glen, Joe Claser, 2} 
sn ee bee wee ry Gasparre, Dick, Plaza H., Nyc, 
Byrne, Bobby, Pennsylvania H., NYC. Golly, Cecil, Rainbow Gardens, Straf- 
Cc ford, Pa. 
F : re Goodman, Benny, Eastwood Gardens, Det. 
| Sarieen Bil, MCA, Chi” Gordon, Gray, CRA, NYC. 
} arisen, il, 2 ,» Ni, Grant, Bob, Drake H., Chicago. 
—— Irving, Dempsey’s Rest., NYC. bar. Gien: Cork O'Keefe, NYC. 
+ et a Ded so Nye.” NYC, Grayson, Hal, MCA, NYC. 
asino, ei x . 
Cavallaro, Carmen, Ritz Carlton H., At H 
oo a, mb Coder Point, Saadecky, © Hamilton, Geo., Mansion, Youngstown, O. 
ester, ob, eda oint, Sandusky, . Hall, Sleepy, Kew Gardens, L.L 
Chavez Orch., Beachcomber, NYC. Hallett, Mai, c RA, NYC. 
hilds, Regie, MCA, NYC. Hampton, Lionel, Joe Glaser, NYC, 
larke, Buddy, Park Central Hotel, NYC. Harris, Jack, La Conga, NYC. 
—_ -. ba bag H., Memphis. Harris, Phil, Chicago T., Chicago. 
oe ay m, ss Hawkins, Erskine, Moe Gale, NYC, 
Dien. 2 Jenkinson Pavilion, Point Heatherton, Ray, Biltmore H., NYC. 
leasant, } . Heidt, Horace, MCA, NYC. 
Cooper, Al, Savoy B., NYC, Henderson, Fletcher, Regal T., Chicago. 
ee Spa rasgae yg Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 
Onn, Hay, a, i . Herbeck, Ray, F.B., NYC. 
Courtney, Del, Claridge H., Memphis. Herman, Woody, GAC, NYC. 
raig, Francis, Hermitage, Nashville. Herth, Milt, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
peers nee:  Waldow i NYC Hill, Tiny, Melody Mill, Riverside, IIL 
ugat, Aavier, aldom ., - . Himber, Richard, CRA, NYC, 
ummings, Bernfe, Claridge H., Memphis. Hines, Earle, WM, NYC. 
Curbello, Fausto, Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. Hite, Les, CRA, NYC. 
Hoagland, Everett, MCA, NYC, 
= Holden, Lou, GAC, NYC. 
Holmes, Herbie, Chippewa Lake, O. 
Holst, Ernie, El Morocco, Westchester 
. Bath C., N.Y. 
Hopkins, Claude, Wm. M., NYC 
Hudson, Dean, MCA, NYC. 
Hugo, Victor, Little Rathskeller, Phila, 
Hutton, Ina Ray, Wm. M., NYC. 


NYC. 


I 
Inkspots, Moe Gale, 48 W. 48th St., 
J 
James, Harry, Lincoln Hotel, NYC, 
Jarrett, Art, Blackhawk Cafe, Chi. 





Jones, Isham, Plantation C., Dallas, 

Jordan, Lou, Capitol Cocktail Lounge, 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA })°is2*: 

Joy, Jimmy, Geneva-on-Lake, O. 




















Jurgens, Dick, St. Catherine H., Cata- | 
| lina Is., Cal, 
Direction K 
Kassel, Ast, Lakeside Park, Denver. 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA]| iis"hutiis, MéMt'Nve: 
Kaye, wees Ty MCA, NYC. 
Kearns, Joey, WCAU, Phila. 
Kavelin, Al, Coney Island Park, Cinn 
Keller, Leonard, St. Anthony H., San 
Antonio, 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC, 
King, Geo., MCA, NYC, 
King, Henry, Ciro’s, Hollywood. 
King, Teddy, Chamberlain Hotel, Old 
Point Comfort, Va. 
King, Wayne, MCA, NYC. 
Kirby, John, La Martinique, N. J. 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC, 
Kirk, Andy, Joe Glaser, NYC. 
Knight-Bob, Cafe Pierre, NYC. 
Krupa, Gene, MCA, NYC. 
Kuhn, Dick, Statler H., Buffalo, 
Kyser, Kay, MCA, Hollywood, 
: L 
NBC—Columbia Records LeBaron, Eddie, Rhumba Casino, Chi- 
Currently cago. 
Levant, Phil, Rice H., Houston, 
HOTEL LINCOLN Lewis, Ted, Wm. M., NYC. 
Light, Enoch, WM, NYC. 
NEW YORK Little, Jack, Muellebach H., Kansas City 
Lombardo, Guy, Strand T NYC. 
:— Music Corp of America Long, Johnny, New Yorker H., NYC 
Lopez, Mh gee Taft ., NIC. 
Lordi, Carl, F.B., NYC: 
me Michael, Luna Park, Brooklyn, 
NYC. 











Lucas, Clyde, 
...J. 
Lunceford, Jimmie, H. Oxley, NYC. 

Lyman, Abe, Palladium B., Los Angeles. 


LES BROWN’S J) sscscsns, sonic Ss 


SENSATIONAL aisser, 


Malneck, Matty, 
Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg., 
“LAMENT TO LOVE” 


Manone, Wingy, 
NYC, 
OKEH NO. 6258 


Palisades Park, Fort Lee, 


Francis H., San 


Marsala, Joe, Brass Rail, 
Marti, Frank, Copacabana, 
Martin, Freddy, Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie’s, NYC, 
Masters, Frankie, MCA, NYC. 

McCoy, Clyde, Sprfng Lake Park, Okla- 


homa City. 
er 3 ‘une, Bill, Chatterbox, 


Chicago. 
NYC, 


Mountainside, 


McGee, Johnny, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 
McFarland Twins, Jones Beach, NYC. 
McIntire, Jani, Lantz’s Merry-Go- -Round, 
Dayton, O, 

Messner, Johnny, Essex House, NYC, 














AY VP4GMe *y + peUueeM?D r . ‘ 


Millar, Bob, Nicollet H., Minn. 


eo > 


Miller, Glenn, GAC, NYC. 
Millinder, Lucky, Savoy B., NYC, 
| Molina, Carlo MCA, NYC, 
Monroe, Vaughn, WM, NYC. 
Mooney, Art, Borde ‘ay k's, Tuckahoe, NY. 


Morand, Jose, MCA, NYC. 
Russ, den water Beach H., 


N 
Utah H., Salt Lake City. 
NYC, 


Nagel, Freddy, 

Nelson, 0 Wms M 
Nichols, Red, F.B., NYC 
Noble, Ray, WM, 
N 
, 


: NwYC., 
foble, Leighton, Tr 


ianon B., South Gate, 
rvo, Red, Bue! Lake, O 


I ceye 
ittingham, Gary, Bal Tabarin, 


San 


Oo 
Oliver, Eddie, La Mart 
Iman, Val, Ambassador 


inique, N. J 
East H., 


Wm. M., NYC. 
Paramount T., 


“Olse n, George, 

Osborne, Will, 
geles 

Owens, 


Los An- 


Harry, MCA, L. A, 


P 


Pablo, Dan, Palm Beach C., Det 
Paige, Hot Lips, Kelly’s Stables, 
Panchito, Versailles, NYC, 
Pancho, Riviera, Fort Lee, N.J 
Parks, Bobby, St. George H., 

NYC 
Pastor, 
Pearl, 
Pedro, 
Perry, 
Perry, 
Petti, 

cago. 


NYC, 


“Brooklyn, 


Tony, CRA, NYC, 

Ray, F.B., NYC 

Don, eae Casino, Chicago. 
Newt, MC NYC. 

Ron, bk ateente Airport, NYC. 
Emile, Ambassador East H., Chi- 


Pineapple, Johnny, Lum Fong's, NYC. 
Pollack, Ben, Sherman Inn, San Diego. 
Powell, Teddy, Rustic Cabin, Englewood, 
N. J. 
Prima, 
Prager, 


Louis, Summit, Baltimore. 
Col. Manny, Peony Park, Omaha, 
R 


Raeburn, Boyd, Chez Paree, Chicago, 
Ramos, Ramon, Chase H., St. Louis. 


Rapp, Barney, Iroquois Gardens, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Ravazza, Carl, Wm. M., NYC. 

Reichman, Joe, Roosevelt H., New Ore 
leans. 

Reilly, Mike, Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, 
a S 

Reisman, Leo, Colony Surf C., West End, 
MN. 2. 

Rey, Alvino, Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Tommy, Falmouth Beach, 
MASS, 

timac, Ciro, MCA, NYC. 

Rines, Joe, WMCA, NYC, 

Roades, Rusty, Antlers H., Colorado 
Springs. 

Rodrigo, Nano, Club Bali, Phila. 
Rogers, Dick, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 


Rogers, Eddy, Cabanas C., Urbana, QO. 
Rollini, Adrian, Wm. M., NYC, 
Ss 

Savitt, Jan, MCA, Chicago. 

Saunders, Hal, St. Boats H., mic. 
Scott, Raymond, MC NY¢ 

Shand, Terry, Re Be Cc. * Houston. 
Shaw, Artie, GAC, NYC. 

Sissle, Noble, Diamond Horseshoe, NYC. 
Smith, Russ, Rainbow Grill, NYC, 
Smith, Stuff, Enduro Rest., Bklyn, N.Y. 
Spanier, Muggsy, CRA, NYC. 
Spitalny, Phil, Variety, NYC. 

Spivak, Charlie, Glen Island Casino, New 
Roe hel le, N.Y. 

Stabile, Dick, Earle T. ,Wash., D. C. 
Stearney, George, Le Coq Rouge, NYC, 
Steck, Gus, Brook Club, Summit, N.J. 
Stoeffler, Wally, Riley’s Lake House, 
Saratoga, N. Y. 

Straeter, Ted, WM, NYC. 

Stuart, Nick, Broadwater Beach H., 
3iloxi, Miss, 

Sudy, Joe, Del Marc, Santa Monica, Cal. 

= 
Teagarden, Charlie, F.B., NYC. 
Teagarden, Jack, MC A, Chicago 
Grant, Three Rivers Inn, 


Thompson, 
Clay, r 

T hompson, 
Thornhill, 
Tomlin, 
Travers, 


Kennywood Park, Pitts, 
Claude, GAC, NYC. 
Pinky, Ww m. M., NYC s 

Vincent, Wm. M., REG. 

Trini, Anthony, Village Barn, NYC. 
Tucker, Orrin, Totem Pole B., Auburn- 
dale, Mass. 


Lang, 


Chi- 





Chie | 
Frederick Bros. 
‘cord for Mills. 


| orchestra, with office in New York. 
Capital 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


On the 


Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


Upbeat 





Phil Sands orchestra set for At- 
lantic Beach Club, N.Y., all summer. 





Ernie Heckscher into the Mark 
Hopkins, San Francisco, July 18. 
Currently arcoss bay at the Clare- 
mont Hotel, Berkeley. 


Lew Gray’s newly formed band, 
recently closed at the Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J., inked by 
Gray is set to re- 


Mary Fleece, former singer with 
Bill Amrine’s band, is now with Joe 
Sammarino at the Trocadero, 
Youngstown, O. 





Fausto Curbello into Marden’s 
Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., succeeding 
Carmen Cavallero who shifts to Ritz- 
Carlton, Atlantic City. 





Dick Kuhn Music Corp. has been 
chartered in Albany to operate an 


stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Jerome E. Leon is a director 
and filing attorney. 





Bill Roberts’ orchestra back into 
the Olympic hotel, Seattle, for the 
summer. Buddy Maleville in at the 
Trianon for a two or three-week 
stay, with Ozzie Nelson ‘booked into 
the Trianon July 11 and 12. 


Fats Waller orchestra plus addi- 
tional musicians, booked to play a 
swing concert at Seattle’s Moore the- 
atre, July 13, under the sponsorship 
of young Norm Bobrow. Bobrow 
gained local prominence a few. 
months ago through the formation of 
a hot music club on the University 





Tucker, Tommy, Berkley-Cartaret H., 
Asbury Park, N. J. 


Turner, Don, Mount Royal H., Montreal. 
Vv 


Varzos, Eddie, Providence-Biltmore H., 
Providence, R. ‘ 

Venuti, Joe, Centennial Terrace, Syl- 
vania, O. 

Vincent, Victor, Apache H., Las Vegas, 
Nev. 


Ww 
‘Wald, Jerry, GAC, NYC. 
Waller, Fats, MCA, NYC. 


Walsh,.Sammy, Rocsevelt H., New Or- 
leans. 

Warnow, Mark, CBS, NYC. 

Watkins, Sammy, Hollendon H., Cleve- 
land. 

Weeks, Anson, Idora Park, Youngstown, 
Ohio. 

Weeks, Ranny, Mayfair Club, Boston. 
Weems, Ted, Weems, Inc., Chi. 

Welk, Lawrence, F.B., NYC. 
Whiteman, Paul, Riverside T., Milwau- 
kee. 

Wilde, Ran, Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake 
Tahoe, Nev. 


Williams, Griff, MCA, Chicago. 
Williams, Sande, Statler H., Detroit. 
Wilson, Teddy, Cafe Society, NYC. 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Room, NYQ, 





(Records below 
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and respective publishers.) 


ry 


- Daddy (4) Republic.......... 


2. Intermezzo (7) Schuberth... 


eee 


3. My Sister and I (5) BMI... 


4. Auror, (3) Robbins........ 


5. Nighty Night (3) Beacuon..... 
6. Amapola (15) Marks....... 


7. Hut Sut Song (2) Schumann.. 
8. Dolores (12) 


Maria Elena (1) Southern... 
10. Green Eyes.. 


in demand on the coin machines.) 
G’bye Now (BMI)...... 


es Getes as 


Do I Worry? (Melody Lane) 





> 


are grabbing most nickels this week 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


@eeee 


Paramount......... 


eeeeeee 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


Everything Happens to Me (Embassy)...... 
Let’s Get Away From It All (Embassy) 


Me. SIE 6:0. 0kkh oad onekenecissscteaies 
eee ONE & Prager CBVE) ouccccevveecccccecs 
Goodbye Dear, Be Back in Year (C. to C.). 


Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro)........ceceeeee 
Yes, Indeed (Embassy). ...csccccescececsces 


in jukeboxes 
Names 


Figures and names in 


{ Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
} Andrews Sisters.......Decca 
{ Woody Herman.......Decca 
) Benny Goodman., .Columbia 
§ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{ Benny Goodman...Columbia 
§ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
) Andrews Sisters......Decca 
{ Alvino Rey. . -Bluebird 
) Bobby Byrne... .-Decca 

Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{ Freddie Martin.....Bluebird 
| King Sisters........Bluebird 
§ Bing Crosby..........Decca 
| Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
§ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
| Tony Pastor........Bluebird 

Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


eee eee 


Horace Heidt......Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 


Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


Woody Herman.......Decca 
Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


{ 
irons sseeeceeseves+ DeOCCA 


Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
Vaughn Monroe... ,. Bluebird 


Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


Horace Heidt......Columbia 
Dick Robertson.......Decca 


Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 


of Washington Campus, and has since 
put on several swing concerts with 
local musicians. 


Clarence’ Bassey, former  saxo- 
phonist with Benny Goodman's or- 
chestra and later with Artie Shaw, 
into the Army. 


Pinky Tomlin into Anacacho Room 
of the St. Anthony Hotel, San An- 
tonio, starting July 3. 


Billy Diehl’s band plays early ses. 
sion at Onawa Lodge and a later one 
at Wilmer Vogt’s Tavern, Mountain- 
home, Pa. Only band in the Pocono 
Mountains forced to alternate. 





C. E. LeBeaux and orch are the 
nightly attraction at the Craigs 
Meadows hotel, Route 209, near East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. A Broadway floor 
show is an added feature. 





Frankie Masters replaces Michael 
Loring at Luna Park, Coney Island, 
N. Y., Friday (4). Latter, who moves 
to the Hollywood Goif Club, N. J, 
for the weekend, returns to the re- 
sort next Tuesday (8). 

Linda Keene, vocalist last with 
Muggsy Spanier’s new band, starts 
a single turn at Uptown Cafe So- 
ciety, N. Y., tonight (Wed.). 


Tommy Taylor on notice with Mit- 
chell Ayres band. May join Benny 
Goodman, 





Sam Rubinwich, saxist with Woody 
Herman, headed for the Army. 


Don Minor and Ed Cuffee, trom- 
bonists with Count Basie, replaced 
last week by Robert Scott and Eli 
Whitney, respectively. 


Bobby Byrne band renewed at 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, for 
six additional weeks, bringing him 
up to Aug. 31. 





Shep Fields goes into Sea Girt Inn, 
Sea Girt, N. J., July 9 instead of 23 
because of fold gf Dance Carnival 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 
for which he had been booked. 


Mildred Law, dropped out of ‘Pal 


Joey’ Broadway musical, to join 
Vaughn Monroe as vocalist. Mari- 


lyn Duke remains also. 


Diana Mitchell new vocalist with 
Sonny Dunham, at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., for the summer. 

Hughie Prince, co-writer of ‘Beat 
Me Daddy Eight to the Bar,’ arrang- 
ing, writing and occasionally sing- 
ing with Teddy Powell’s band. Lat- 
ter goes into Rustic Cabin, Engle- 
wood, N. J., Friday (4) with Dick 
Judge as new vocalist. 


Phil Moore, new arranger for Jack 
Teagarden. 


Ben Bernie doesn’t know it, but on 
the night of July 19 he’s going to see 
lect the official hostess for the Ohio 
Grape Festival, to be held in Sane 
dusky Sept. 24-28. Ceremony will 
take place in the ballroom here, 
where gals will parade for maestro’s 
approval. 


JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 











HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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JIMMY DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 
AT 
COLLEGE INN 


SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Over NBC Every Nite 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 





Tommy Dorsey ...,.. Victor 
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Inkspots and Band Gross $1,100 At 
Greensboro; Norvo, Detroit, $1,400 


(Estimates) 


Cab Calloway ‘Arena, London, Ont., Can., June 29). 
Calloway grabbed sock 2,462 patrons at $1. 


Bob Crosby (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 23-25). Crosby 
established a following here a year ago. This trip he pulled 1,100 Monday, 
1,600 Tuesday, 2,700 Wednesday, all warm days, for solid $3,645. 


Larry Clinton (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 26-28). Last 
time Clinton was here he drew 6,000 a Saturday-Sunday in rain. This 
time Boston’s record heat days hit him, but ke got swell 1,900, 2,400 and 
3,000 T-F-S for big $4,927 at $1.35 pair. 

Al Donahue (Fairyland Park, Kansas City, June 27). Rain hurt, but 
1.100 turned out at 60c advance, 80c gate for $700 total. Manager John 
Tumino satisfied. At Modernistic B., Milwaukee, June 29. take of $1,100 
from 2,200 at 50c was rated disappointing. 


Jimmy Dorsey (Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa. June 21). Solid 3,601 at 
$1.10 and 220 at 85c for great $3,788 excluding tax. On Wednesday (25) 
band pulled solid 2,011 at $1.10 advance, $1.35 door at Summit Beach Park, 
Akron, O. 

Woody Herman (Ramona Gardens, Grand Rapids, Mich., June 27). Fair 
1,300 at $1. Jumping to Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., next day (28) outfit 
pulled heavy 2,300 at 75¢e for total $1,725. Skipping to Myers Lake Park, 
Canton, O., pulled 1,150 at $1. Okay. 


Inkspots (A & T College, Greensboro, N. C., June 21). Quartet and ac- 
companying band pulled neat 1,680 dancers at prices ranging from 50c to 
$1. Gross, $1,100. At Memorial Aud., Chattanooga, Tenn., June 24 band 
and singers pulled solid $3,315 from 2,968 Negro dancers at 75c and 1,981 
white spectators at 55c. 

Frankie Masters (Pleasure Beach Park, 
Profitable 967 hoppers at 77c. 


Glenn Miller (Prom B., Minneapolis-St, Paul, June 28). Dancing was 
impossible, but few of the 3,500 who paid that much at $1 seemed to care. 
Hundreds turney away. 

Red Nichols (Excelsior Amusement Park, Minneapolis, 
Nichols is favorite here. Drew approximately 4,000 dancers at 44c week- 
days, 66c Sat.-Sun. Best biz to date here. 

Red Norvo (Jefferson Beach, Detroit, June 20-27). Hot spell and strong 
competition hurt Norvo. Listless 2,500 payees for week at 55c for $1,400. 

Jack Teagarden (Jantzen Beach B., Portland, Ore., June 17-29). Total 
of 13,700 at 55c-65c paid good $6,850 in 12 days. 





Searing heat, yet 


Bridgeport, Conn., June 29). 


June 18-25). 





Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 


Ozzie Nelson ‘Swingin’ Golden Gate’-‘Jersey Jive’ (Bluebird 11180) 

Nelson hasn't done much recording lately. These sides are a surprise. 
They’re cut with interesting and lively corn arrangements based on good 
tempos. ‘Gate’ side is best, slow paced with a very satisfying rhythmic 
pattern. ‘Jive’ side is bit faster; briskly arranged and played and studded 
with solos. 











Alvino Rey ‘As I Remember You’-‘Romantic Guy, I’ (Bluebird 11186) 


Rey has made strides lately on the strength of a good band and good 
material. Two sides here won't further his progress. ‘Remember’ is too 
average a melody with a lyric that Bill Schollen couldn't do much with; 
reverse is better, but still not of a calibre to stimulate much iaterest. 
Skeets Herfurt does vocal. 


King Sisters ‘Back in Back Yard’-‘Dreamt Dwelt Harlem’ (Bluebird 11184) 

Good contrasting tunes. ‘Yard,’ a solid standard, gets smooth rhythmic 
treatment at slow tempo and it stacks up as a machine candidate. Alyce 
King gets in short solo. Coupling is faster and the tune fits the group's 
style like a glove. It will probably be the best selling side of two good 
ones. 


Tony Pastor ‘Dinah’-‘All Alone and Lonely’ (Bluebird 11185) 
Pastor does the unexpected by playing ‘Dinah’ at almost dragging tempo 
and turning a vocal that should make it a nickel-grabber. Band's playing 
of a neat arrangement is commensurate. Backing is another salable item 
sewed by good band work, a Pastor sax break and Dorsey’s Anderon vocal, 
but it’s a little slow for best effect. 


Eddy Duchin ‘You Started Something’-‘Loveliness and Love’ (Col. 36181) 

Duchin’s pianoing and a tasty arrangement make the first side a strong 
melody, a cutting with potentialities. Easy rhythmic tempo and vocal by 
Bill Heathcock and chorus help side add to very likeable total. Coupling 
is also nice, but it hasn't half the punch. June Robbins lyrics. 
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Leonard Whitcup Must 








YOK 


PAGLIACCI Amend ‘Frenesi’ Suit 
BLU EBIRD—11129 Leonard Whitcup, ASCAP-affilia- 

ted writer, has until Monday (7) to 

TATTLE TALE file an amended complaint in the 


BLU EBIRD—11173 , : 
$25,000 suit which he brought against 


Southern Music, Promotora Hispano 
Americana de Musica and Peer In- 
ternational Corp. in connection with 
the tune, ‘Frenesi.’ Justice Samuel 
I. Rosenman last week in the N. Y. 
supreme court dismissed Whitcup’s 
complaint but gave him 10 days to 
file another one. 

Whitcup wrote the lyric that orig- 
inally went with ‘Frenesi,’ a Mexi- 
can composition, but Southern, ac- 


Top Recordings by 


VAUGHN MONROE 


and His Orchestra 
Direction 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 




















YOK 
"FLAMINGO" 


COLUMBIA 36147 
A Great New Record by 


WILL BRADLEY 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
FEATURING 


Ray McKinley 


Direction 
WILLIAM MORRIS ‘AGENCY, INC. 


another set of verses because Whit- 
cup was an ASCAP member and the 
connection would have prevented 
the song from being exploited over 
NBC, CBS and the stations which re- 
fused to renew their contracts with 
ASCAP Jan. 1. 





Geauga Lake Park, O., ballroom 
built on the site of the Garden the- 
atre, opened June 24. W. G. Kuhl- 
man, park president, said’a policy of 
name band attractions will be inau- 
gurated. Gil Crest and his orchestra 
played at the opening. 




















Lou Breese, July 5, Cedar Lane C., 
| Opelousas, La.; 7, Joyland Park, 


port, Tenn.; 9, Bluefield, W. Va.; 10, 
Beckley, W. Va.; 11, Casa Loma, 
Charleston, W. Va.; 12, Conneavt 
Lake Park, Pa.; 15-16, Maryland 
Theatre, Cumberland, Md.; 19, Say- 
lor's Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa.; 21, 
Basle theatre, Washington, Pa.; 23, 
Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.; 24-26, 
Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass.: 
28-31, same; Aug. 8-14, State Lake 
theatre, Chicago. 

Maxine Sullivan - Benny Carter, 
July 11, Armory, Winston-Salem, 
N. C.; 12, Arena, Beckley, W. Va.; 
13, Carolina Warehouse, Asheville, 
N. C.; 14, Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 15, 
Aud., Roanoke, Va.; 16, Township 
Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 17, Aud., 
Charleston, S. C. 


Vaughn Monroe, July 4, Celeron 
Park, Jamestown, N. Y.; 5, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa.; 6, Myer’s Lake 
Park, Canton, O.; 7, Waldemere 
Park, Erie, Pa.; 8, Nu-Elms B., 
Youngstown, O. 

Del Courtney, Aug. 2, Morthmore 
C. C., Glencoe, Ill.; 17, week, Kenny- 
wood Park, Pitts. 

Ted Lewis, Aug. 19, two weeks, 
Lookout House, Covington, Ky. 

Ray Noble, July 6, Palladium, 
Portland, Ore.; 26, Commercial ho- 
tel, Elko, Nev. 


Carl Ravazza, July 10, indef., Pal- 
ace hotel, San Francisco. 


Glendale, Cal. 
Neil Bondshu, Aug. 1, indef., Ciro’s 


Aud., San Jose; 26, Sweet’s B., Sacra- 
mento; 27-28, Sweet's B., Oakland, 
Cai, 








| Billy Maxted, pianist, and one of 
|the arrangers with Red Nichols’ 
| Pennies, left the organization to re- 


join Will Bradley at the Paramount, 


|New York. He is succeeded with 
| Michots by Dean Nelson. 


— 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


| 


| 


Lexington, Ky.; 8, Civic Aud., Kings- | 


| 
| 








Ben Pollack, Aug. 19, Civic Aud., | 


Band Bookings Will Bradley With Froman-Kaye 


Socko $71,000 at Paramount, N.Y. 








Ban on % 


i—— Continued from page 3) 











spot owners can't afford to grant 
such high guarantees, say of $2,000. 
If they do and bad weather or some 
other unlooked for happening ruins 
the date’s take the loss would be dis- 
astrous to the promoter. There will 
be all sorts of selling ideas set up, 
designed to evade the letter of the 
new rule; what the trade calls ‘dipsy 
doodle’ deals. 

The same .thing will apply all 
along the line of bands in the $600, 
$500, $400, $300 and $250 guarantee 
classes. They ali work under the 
idea that good dates which allow 
them to take out a percentage are 
the ones which will help show them 
a fair profit for the year. They'll 
begin raising their guarantee de- 
mands and wind up hurting more 
promoters than they make money 
for. 

Pace-Setters 


A.F.M. ruling seems to fail to take 
into account the terrific popularity 
of name bands and leaders, the idol- 
izing of whom goes a iong way to- 
ward keeping the band business go- 
ing at the rate it has for the past 
several years. Top flight outfits which 
will be harmed by the new ruling 
very often make it possible for as 
many as a dozen smaller bands to 
work. If there wasn’t a strong draw 
outfit available every so often some 
spots around the country would fold. 


Hollywood. | The biggies usually provide a healthy 
Jimmie Lunceford, July 24 Shrine | Cough margin of profit to enable 
Aud, Los Angele 25 Municipal | gambling with smaller names in the 


off stretches. 
Various booking agencies are ex- 


| pecting to file a protest against the 


rule with James C. Petrillo, A.F.M. 
prez. They figure to point out that 
the incomes of the name leaders will 
suffer under the ban against per- 
centage deals and in turn their in- 
come from commissions will be low- 
ered, making it tougher for them to 


operate, 





NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a 


weekly 


tabulation, is the estimated cover 





+ 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Will Bradley, New York—‘(Para- 


mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Bob 
Hope’s ‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) on 
screen is handing house its huge 


business. Jane Froman, Danny Kaye 
and others on stage are giving band 
big assistance. Heading for $71,000 
or better, theatre’s best 
business, and really winter season 
peak gross. 

Guy Lombardo, New York— 
(Strand; 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). Plus 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB). Whole show on 
its second week. Fair $19,000 in 
prospect, not so bad considering 
weather and lukewarm screen assist- 
ance. 

Phil Harris, Omaha — ‘Orpheum; 
3,000; 10-40-55). Coupled with ‘Ledy 
from Cheyenne’ (U) and stage revue. 
It’s Harris and his crew which is 
getting the folks inside for sparkling 
$22,000. This is rated socko around 
here. Femmes going big for Phil. 

Joe Sanders, Chicago -—- (State- 
Lake; 2,700; 28-44). Plus Billy Gil- 
bert, Hollywood fave here on stage, 
and .‘People vs. Kildare’ (M-G). 
Band is popular in these parts but 
Gilbert given plenty of credit for 
bright $17,000. 

Will Osborne, Los Angeles——(Para- 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Teamed 
with ‘Caught in Draft’ on screen is 
spelling old times at this theatre, 
Swell $25,300, which insures hold 
over. Picture obviously is the big 
magnet. 

Joe Venuti, Philadelphia—(Earle¢ 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). ‘West Point 
Widow’ (Par) on screen, and big 


summer 





support by Andrews Sisters on stage. 


|Nice $20,000, with sister trio rated 
|main draw. 





Kaye Hires Al Marino, 
A Counterman in Diner; 
Was on Colgate Spotlight 


Al Marino, new singer with the 
Sammy Kaye band, was a counter 
man in a roadside diner on Route @ 





| near Peekskill, New York, only 
| couple weeks ago. He was unearthed 


charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 


Dinner business 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 





Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 3 425 1,250 
Xavier Cugat  WeiGors CAG Bi-SLSO) i ekcavdccace 1] 2,525 23,050 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50).......... i] 1,350 14,725 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 3 1,725 3,925 | 
rormmy Dorsey... Aster (1,008; T50-E2) <ccicecccsdcccces 6 5,900 29,775 
rrarry James. ...,. incon (250; T5c-$1)...6ccvecrscecce 9 300 4,100 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400: $1-$1.50)...-.......... 6 $28 2,625 
Johnny Long*.....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 1,300 4,000 
| *Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 
CHICAGO 
Paul Whiteman* (Chez Paree: 500, $2.50-$3.50 min). One more week 
for the King of Jazz and has been doing excellent trade for the spot, play- 


ing to 3,200 people last week. 


(7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Covers Total 


Boyd Raeburn orch. opens Friday (4) with 


Milton Berle heading the floor aggregation. 


Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House); 600; $3-$3.50 dinne1 
min.: $2,-$2.50 supper min.). Ennis orchestra and show opened on Thurs- 
day (26) and indicates a good money stay here, coming up with indicated 
3,000 customers for initial week. Replaced the Jan Garber band which 
started slowly but built steadily 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel); 700; $1-$2 min). Callo- 


way drew 3,700 people last week 
week stands this spot has had under 


Came up with 
its monthly jive policy. 
tried to hold the band over but couldn't 


one of the biggest four- 
In fact, joint 


figure out how. Jimmy Dorsey 


band replaced on Friday (27) and rocketed through a big week-end which 
indicates a powerful coin stay for this orchestra, too. 


+ Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). 


Joy or- 


cording to the complaint, substituted | 


chestra is new in Chicago but indicates satisfactory stay here and drew 
nice business for this room where the floor show is cut down to a mini- 
'mum and where all business must be credited to the draw of the orchestra. 
_In initial week was excellent at 2.300 customers. 


LOS ANGELES 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). In his 27th week Martin 
| picked off another 2,900 covers, aided by a Friday night turnout of grad- 
uation parties numbering 1,058, high for the year. Martin sticking at the 
Grove through the summer. 


| MINNEAPOLIS 
| 


Bob Millar (Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace; 400; $1-$2 min.). In first 
week and initial appearance, this band plus floor show copped fair 600 
| attendance for seven days. 
|night club and theatre biz generally is not as good as corresponding period 
| year ago. Unpretentious floor show includes Collette and Barry Dancers 
/(6) and band singers. 
| most of summer, 


This is below par even for slack season but | 


Establishment’s budget always curtailed during | 


Larger amount designates weekend and | 


through Ed East’s Colgate ‘Spotlight? 
CBS, he 
auditioned and subsequently copped 


program on for which 


first prize on a broadcast. 
Kaye happened to hear the broad 


| cast and took a liking to him. He 
| makes the seventh singer in the 
| Kaye band including George Bran-v 
| don, sax man who works only asi 


part of the Three Kadets. Others arg 
Tommy Ryan, Maury Cross, 
McKenna, Charles Wilson 
| Arthur Wright. 


Mar ty? 


and 
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NBC Offers 215% to ASCAP 
With 15% Sales Commission Off; 
No Deduction for Lost Stations 





Proposal for a licensing agreement 
which NBC submitted to the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers last Friday (27) con- 
cerns its network business plus the 
revenue it derives from its nine 
managed and operated stations. The 
outstanding differences between 


NBC's offer and the one submitted 


by CBS the week before are (1) | type of license would be 
(2) the | to pay 1% 
NBC proposition seeks the deduction | 


NBC offers 142% more and 
of a flat 15% as a sales commission 
whereas CBS based 
mission on a percentage scale that 
increased as the millions in sales 
went up. Unlike CBS, NBC doesn’t 
ask for further deduction in the 
event it has to give up its M & O 
stations. CBS had asked for an al- 


lowance of $500,000 on each M & O | 


ovtlet that might vamoose. 

NBC's offer, which it says has re- 
ceived the approval of the officers 
of the Independent Radio Network 
Ajfiliates that are associated with 
the network, follows in summary: 

Blanket Network Commercial 

License 

Fee of 244% on network net re- 
eeipts after deducting 15% as NBC's 
so'es commission, plus the cost for 
wires. Affiliated stations would be 


required to reimburse NBC for such | 


music 
of the money it received from NBC 
on hookup sales. (Under the old 
eontract the stations paid 5% on the 
share of network income they re- 
ceived. The network itself 
mothing on network business to 
ASCAP.) 
Blanket Network Sustaining 
License 

NEC would pay ASCAP $200 a 
year in advance on all stations af- 
filiated wiih it or operated by it. 
Excepiion 
that it feeds occasionally with sus- 
taining programs on the basis of 
public interest. No provision is 
made for the reimbursement of part 
of this fee by affiliated stations to 
the network. 

Local Siation Blanket License 


Fee of 2% on net receipts from 
locol or national spot sales, after 
deducting a sales commission of 


15%. (Under 
fee was 5%.) 


Local Station Blanket Sustaining 


the old contract the 


Fee 
1. Stations doing more than 
$150,000 net a year from local and 


national spot would pay 12 times 
the highest half-hour 
auch half hour card rate with a 
station in that classification is $100, 
ASCAP’s annual sustaining income 
from that station would be $1,200. 

2. Staiions doing between $50,000 
and $150,000 net a year 
and national spot sales would be re- 


quired to pay annually 12 times the | 


highest 
card. 

3. Stations doing less than $50.000 
@ year 
fee of $12 a year. 

Local Station Per Program 
Commercial Licenses 

1. On commercial programs mak- 
ing much use of ASCAP music 8% 
of the net receipts on local and 
national spot business. 

2. On commercial programs using, | 
ASCAP music only in case of back- 


quarter-hour on the rate 


its sales com- | 


uses to the amount of 242% | 


paid | 


would be those stations | 
' 


card rate. If, 


from local | 


would pay but a nominal | 


9 reece 


grounds or bridges, themes or signa- 
tures, ASCAP arrangements of pub- 
lic domain compesitions, 
tal to the broadcast of a public or 
Lsports event the fee would be 2% 
of the net receipts on local 
snot business. 


ing License 


On sustaining programs 





required 
of the station’s card rate 
|applying to the time consumed. If 
' such a sustaining program ran a half 
hour and the commercial rate for 
that time of dav were $100, the pay- 
ment to ASCAP for that particular 


|equivalent to the discounts 





| Marks 


radios in the contest are Gerald} suit, has been paid a $25,000 advance fee as 


(Yankee not a retainer, 


and Ben Ryan 
| Doodle Do It Right Away’), Bert) 
 Reisfeld and George Whiting (‘Let’s 

| Keep America Free’), and Al Good- | 
' hart, Ed G. Nelson and Harry Pease 


| (You Don’t Have to Wear a Uni- 
| form to Be a Soldier’). 


| Time’ 


| 


| rights society. 


ARTILLERY SONG 


or inciden- | 


and | 


| Local Station Per Program Sustain-| 


j 


using 
ASCAP music the station with this | 
| Along,’ 
fringement suit brought 
Federal Court against E. C. Schirm- | 


Joan Sinclaire of Universal's New 
York scenario department also was 
a winner. She wrote ‘Now Is the: 
in collaboration with Camilla 
Frydan, former Viennese songwriter, 
publisher, producer and one of the 
founders of the Austrian performing | 





IN LITIGATION 


The UW. S. Field Artillery’s march- 
ing song, ‘The Caissons Go Rolling | 
is subject of a copyright in- | 


in Boston 








| 


'er by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. and | 
[Philip Egner and Frederick C. | 
|Mayer. Lyrics and music were | 
|written in 1921 by Brig. Gen. Ed- | 


program would be $1, minus amounts | 
and | 


|agency commissions which normally | 


apply and a sales 
15%. (Under this particular plan, 
las pointed out by ASCAP officials, a 
sustaining program could make free 
use of Victor Herbert. Jerome Kern 
and George Gershwin music and 
ASCAP would wind up wit 
45c to distribute among the com- 
posers and their publishers.) 


|| MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 


~ J, All contracts 
Dec. 31, 1949. 
2. ASCAP 


shall 
shall drop all claims 
and suits against NBC and 
| filiates, with full releases 
by ASCAP and its members 

3. NBC shall not be held re- 
sponsible for the payment of fees due 


commission of | 


mund L. Gruber, 
weeks ago. 

Egner and Mayer originally pub- 
lished the march and in 1936 as- 


who died a few 


|signed sheet music and other rights | 


to Shapiro, Bernstein. They claim | 


'that Schirmer recently issued copies | 


h about , 


run until 


its af- | 
delivered | 


'*Old Eli 


| from stations located in states where 
the network is barred by local} 
statute from cealing with ASCAP 
for such stations. (This refers to 
Florida, Nebraska, etc. | 
4. ASCAP grant licenses’ for 


nominal fees covering Frequency 
Modulation, Shortwave, television 
jand exverimental stations, and at} 


such time that these go commercial 
the fee on 
| will apply. 
pointed out that its coniract with 

riter and publi sher members do 
not include television rights and 
that it is not authorized to license 
' such rights). 

5. ASCAP must guarantee that 
its foreign and domestic catalogs will 
not be substantially reduced durifig 
the run of the contract. 

6. The agreements must stivulate 
that major non-dramatic works are 
within the terms of the ASCAP li- 
censes. 

7. Provision must be made for 

the right of NBC and its affiliates 
;to record NBC programs for ref- 
erence, file or audition and delayed 
broadcasting. 
8. License must*include without 
additional fee the right to perform | 
before an audience in a theatre or 
studio incidental to the broadcast. 
(This has never been questioned be- 
fore by ASCAP itself). 

9. NBC has the 
‘nate its contracts if network broad- | 


longwave broadcasting | 
(ASCAP has previously | 


right to termi- | 


casting as now constituted is sub- 
stantialiy changed. 
10. If ASCAP obtains from its | 


members the right to make contracts 


i beyond Dec. 31, 1949, NBC shall have 


the right to extend its licensing 
agreements for a similar period sub- 


| ject to all the terms and conditions 


in the current contract, except as to 
fees which shall be determined by 
mutual agreement, failing, which 
they shall be set by arbitration. 





without permission and seek an in- | 
junction and minimum damages of | 
$250. ; 


Allen Leses Song Suit 


Suit of Thornton W. Allen against 
Walt Disyzey Productions, Ltd., RKO | 
Radio Pictures, Inc., Walt Disney En- | 

‘ } Q | 
terprises, and Irving Berlin, 








Inc., | 
charging the plagiarism of his song | 
March,’ in ‘Someday My | 
Prince Will Come’ from ‘Snow|} 
White,” was dismissed Friday (27), 
by Judge Edward A. Conger in N.Y. 
federal court. Action had sought an 
injunction, accounting of profits and | 
damages. | 

The court ruled there was not suf- | 
ficient similarity to constitute plagi- | 
arism, and that there was no proof 
the defendants had had access to 
plaintiffs’ song. 


| ple, 
|'of Superior Court by Judge William 
| J. Palmer. 








: ° 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sell ont Se Inside Stuff—Musi 
| | USIC 
st ee USIC ers | In Pro-Ally Song Contest 
: | Number of ASCAP members were | 
) 
(Week ending Pune 56, 190) | among the winners announced Mon- | 
| day (30) of the contest sponsored by! Martin Biock, phonograph record m.c. on WNEW, N. Y., blossomed out 
, Schumann | the National Woman's Division of) into the publishing business last week with a tune, ‘I Guess I'll Have to 
eae arr pert: +11 SeCOD RNA ET ES CORE CARY? e |the Committee to Defend America| Dream the Rest.’ He's credited also as co-writer, with Harold Green and 
Things I Love. ....cccccccccscvccrsecvcvessescvevvcccens Campbell by Aiding the Allies for a ‘song of| Mickey Stoner. 
CPP FECT CECT ERE OORT EOC ORT CCRT .. Schuberth the hour.’ William A. Dillon of Among the other latest newcomers to tke publishing field which have 
ES bs dnc REM ADRUAGRRMEMED § Gon'% 4204950050 ch ce SENS FERS Republic Ithaca, N. Y., former vaudevillian | allied themselves with BMI are Eugene Cassivant, Fine Songs, Freeman 
M: ae Flen: ad OAS AY Southern | and an ASCAPer, won the first prize | Music Co., Graham Music Co., American Melodies, Greater New York 
cso es geht ee Co ee a ee ae a ne of $300. There were 1.675 entries,| Music Corp., Reid & Singer Music Publishing Co., Sheppard Music Corp,, 
South of North Carolina...........-::0:. paued . Porgie | with choice made by w.k. musicians'| and Urban Publications. 
I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time................. Broadway /and others. | --- = . 
Wee We BE Bie. occ «cig ccc c chs wecvacsswevsccasb es Southern | Dillon’s tune is tagged, ‘Me and| Frank Capana, of Tin Pan Alley Music Co., of Philadelphia, has written 
ly Sist dl BMI My Uncle Sam.’ Another ASCAP) to Tin Pan Alley Songs, of New York, protesting against the latter firm’s 
Sp eaEE Ta ESeTeenehee reser then toners pes tzesenes sesh’ member was tied for second place.| use of that name. Capana stated that he started his publishing venure 
Band Played On CHOC CEOSHSEHOHROS SSE SORE SHES OH HEHEHE HBO SEE a D. : | He’s Allie Wrubel. Holly wood song- | with the ‘Tin Pan Alley’ tag in 1937, and that he hoped Tin Pan Alley 
ROE - SOOT 6650004 cee o cones vedere ccswioesrccertdesees Republic | smith, who wrote ‘My Own America.’ | Songs would pick itself another trade name so that there won’t be any 
*Dolores (‘Las Vegas Nights’) ........ccscceceseseerocvece Paramount | He splits $300 with Ralph Herrick, | confusion. re 
ae ig Senhev a ean eebaeeekel Melody Lane | Boston, N. Y., musician, whose en-| Tin Pan Alley Songs came into existence within the past three months. 
a _try was labeled, ‘Prepare America. x . Se 
a a. aren kes paneer e beth ebenas Caan Marks {Bonne eee + era Pers menos I David L. Podell, special counsel to ASCAP tn its proposed conspiracy 
GON Thad AMOTIOR. os crvcccccsccvcecesicececevenreenses Berlin | ‘evidence of good faith” It's 


in the technical sense, but more as evidence that ASCAP 


Mutual Network Plugs 


isn't kidding. 








The following tabulation of network popular niusic performances is cone 
fined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System. 
The compilation herewith covers the week beginning June 23 (Monday) 
and ending June 29 (Sunday), from 8 a.m, to 2 a.m., and based on daily 
recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting Service. 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Aurora Basan, Ne Skala LO ER ae SOLO eae LS ee 21 
Hut Sut Song . EE Ey Ry ee ae ae oes ae Seo ee Schumann ...... 13 
ER oe crate a Bian ae Po Mie eine das danni pte a). ee 13 
Se a nn ca eM Ne aien < ha? acccacs<~+ 11 
Pee ee APPIN. 5 505 5 obs Fa es seca bao eso abencesee a re 10 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss the Boys Goodbye.... Famous ......... 10 
Pe eee Ce Oe eee Re 9 
You’re Dangerous—*Road to Zanzibar............... ee 9 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest................. Ee ee 8 
I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time............. Broadway ....... 8 
ND eigen y San es WRG ee EO eae eb x 0k te OS Schuberth ...... 8 
| Beau Night in Hetchkiss Corners.................. SEE cs iawe be 7 
I Found a Million Dollar Baby—*Million Dollar dice eee 7 
Love Me a Little Little ................. Bo: 7 
BOO WICCTIMG ATER DOT. foi vc sccccncscctebavcissccees Chappell ..... 6 
MPGUIEM Oe POORER CCAPORIIR. 5. coc cicccacaccevescatcceeas POPrgie .....s. 6 
ARRIGO hasan a ., republic ..... 6 
Bemis GMO MOMUING.i<.....6 00 ccc voces cewsescwccen eae 5 
Ee ee rh a ee el bk er EET Govt 2 5 
RN CONE ie Sib bee eubsihe eee see: Pe Te eee DS xe htsc aks 4 
| Dolores—* Road to Zz: anzib: Oe UO cary Sa i ea ee Paramount ... 4 
| Jenny—+Lady in the Dark. .Chappell ..... 4 

| Maria Elena ; SOULNGrM ....... 4 
Bo: ee a eee | 
Pe UN Ie as tsk Wacd cine we ote b eae eae becca gh els) cer 4 
Romantic Guy, I....... Pann Leer en nee ... Nationwide ..... 4 
There Goes That Song Again. ae bicinass A; + og ES 
1) > iP sled gee Oren) otra a ae-ten oy ora NR rman Wet: Ager. 4 
Ee Or ee PDN oo ey dab ewk kbd Odeeckes. (eso c ee eee 6 ees fh)... 
Where You Are—*Great American Brcadcast........ oe ee ee eer 4 
| You Stepped Out of a Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl........ Feist ............ 4 
Te Pea GRE oe et pare Cs cca Ee het Marks 4 


*Filmusical excerpt. t Production number. 


Gabriel of Havana 
Adopts Robbins’ Idea; 
But With Southern 


July 1. 


K.O. ‘Sepaas Leilani’ Suit | 


Los Angeles, July 1. | 

Damage suit for $500,000, filed by | 
Myrtle R: Hoffman, composer, against ! 
Bing Crosby, Harry Owens, Para- 
mount Pictures and Herbert B. Mar- 
song publisher, was thrown out 


Havana, 


Suit involved the song, ‘Sweet When Jack Robbins was in Havana 
Leilani,’ written by Owens and sung last winter he spoke of forming the 
by Crosby in the Paramount film,| National Music Co. of Cuba with 
‘Waikiki Wedding.’ Plaintiff charged | Miguel Gabriel of station CMQ 
the tune was taken from one of} (Cuba) as partner. Pian was to em- 


her own compositions, submitted to. ploy CMQ artists to plug NMCC 
Marple. songs. 
However, months later, or last 





NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
beginning June 23 


lets covers the week 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and 
nished by the Office of Researc h- Radi 
of New York. 


TITLE 


| week, Ernesto Roca, Cuban agent for 
Southern Music Co., and Peer Inter- 
| national Music Co., announced that 
the Compenia Cubana Editora de 
Musica, S. A. had been formed with 
himself and Gabriel as partners. Of- 
fices of the company are at Roca’s 


(Monday) and ending June 29; place of business, the Excelsior 
is based on daily recapitulations fur- ; Music Shop 
io Division of the College of the City! Formation of a company was not 


necessary because Roca and Gabriel 


PUBLISHER TOTAL @ve worked closely with Southern 





ge) .. Schumann . 3g for years, but now the CCEM will 
Intermezzo ...... .Schuberth ...... 31 | assimilate contracts and assume 
Maria Elena... eee ee LS 31 those of Southern as they expire, 
Ee er i dw cd Van mcanbuvdsicewienivs fea Republic ........ 39 , until Southern Music withdraws en- 
Things I Love.............. Toe: eae 2g | tirely from the Cuban picture. The 
EN 6 8s Wav akin e heed wae 4 awakens cin Case a Southern ....... 25 | Southern Music Co.’s connection re- 
EE ALOT dh 465 6s Lek O4GKO Rab eETRARS bONE NOK ERE YEE eee . 25 mains in that Peer Internation will 
Benth af Morth Coraline... ... ss <ssiccvcccessciccrac Porgie . 0... 060s 24 | have exclusive selling rights for 
RAE te EY SICA Sie Ast biude cae. . 23 | CCEM songs in the rest of the world. 
Everything Happens to Me............cccccccceccece Embassy ........ 22 | Through this company, Cuban 
ES SE Nn mney mee ae eee Marks .......... 20 | composers will be dealing with 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night................... MEME. Ns.is iwcwas 4 Cuban agents,,thus eliminating any 
a eo rr re tererc rr or ereree~ Melody Lane g | feeling of racial distrust. Mexican, 
It’s So Peaceful in the Country..................6.. Regent 3 Argentine and other Latin artists 
gS RRR Sin Ro ap a CS ins ake 5.4 18 |coming to CMQ will plug CCEM 
What Word Is Sweeter Than Sweetheart? PON e TS Reis-Taylor ..... 18 | Songs. 

IU hows CCS es +s8 + dks Aeiice ics vaniead Nationwide ..... 17| Formation of this company seems 
I te ee NN onl Pet eek ews tc 3s uh Republic ........ 7 , to end Robbins’ elaborately prepared 
Ne bl ke erasns, LO sistas bb ae rae be onan Campbell ....... 13 | plans to cut into Peer’s almost ex- 
U5 S ££ See ere ee ree ME ichivticv ce BE | clusive Latin sphere. 

oo 8 RE ee ee ane 12 | 

SEE SEI EO EE Be Beacon ......... 12 | 

OU ME UN WE 6 5. 6a 6:5.) css sees deb vaaeene SIO 60s icsess 12 Johnny Marvin wrote three sons$ 
There’ll Bé Some Changes Made.................... te eee 11 | for ‘Roaring Frontier’ at Columbia. 
Sy a a9 ee . Moment... 1... 11 |Ditties are ‘County Jail Blues, ‘A 
RE BOP Es 5 06.655 05040040 0 pedrinnane bashss 680 Roe-Krippene ... 10]Part of the West’ and ‘You’ ve Got 
With a Twist of the Wrist..... errr. a eatiieiye pds. 10 | to Corhe and’ Get Me.’ 


eng. meen tne eee = > 


ee 














Se 








ay. Re ae ee ONE om = 


ee 


ed 


Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


MUSIC 41 





BMI PUBLISHER GOT $2.45 








CBS Comment 


on Insincerity 





CBS’ reaction to the charge of ASCAPers, as published in Varierr, 
that CBS’ ‘proposed terms’ (2%) were ‘insincere’ were not answered 
so far as music publishers were concerned but the network did answer 
advertising agencies and sponsors who showed curiosity about the 


charge. 


In essence CBS said to admen: 


‘How can an offer to pay 


around two-thirds of what the other side has demanded be called 


insincere?’ 


However, with the appearance a week later of NBC’s 242% offer 
to ASCAP, CBS readily admitted its own proposals were at once 


obsolete in bargaining tactics. 











ASCAP Inclined to Turn Down 
NBC's 244% Licensing Offer; 
Figures $3,300,000 From 3 Webs 





Poll of important opinion within 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers yesterday 
(Tuesday) indicated that NBC’s pro- 
posal for a licensing agreement will 
probably be rejected when the 
ASCAP board of directors meets to- 
morrow morning (Thursday) to con- 
sider the offer. Impression given by 
the ASCAP leadership was that the 
proposition was not an equitable one, 


though ‘advanced with 
cerity,’ and that ASCAP in granting 
the Mutual Network a 3% fee on 
network business had reduced its de- 
mands to a minimum and that re- 
gardless of how much longer 
fight with radio would have to con- 
tinue ASCAP would stand by this 
figure. 

Intimations were also made from 
the same ASCAP quarters that the 
Society might not even elect to sub- 
mit a counter offer. David Podell, 
special counsel retained to bring an 
anti-trust suit against NBC, CBS, 
RCA, Broadcast Music, Inc., and the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
is slated to attend tomorrow’s meet- 
ing and it was suggested that he 
might advise ASCAP not even to 
acknowledge NBC’s proposal, as hap- 
pened in the case of CBS’ offer, on 
the ground that it might jeopardize 
ASCAP’s legal position in the pro- 
posed suits. 

Aside from the offer of a 242% fee 
on network business and 2% on local 
Station receipts, NBC, according to 
immediate ASCAP reaction, had in- 
cluded a number of terms that were 
impossible for ASCAP to accept. 
The most conspicuous of these, 
was pointed out, had to do with 
every ASCAP member signing a re- 
lease for all claims or actions pend- 
ing against the network. ASCAP, 
it was said, could easily give NBC 
a release for the organization itself 
but it 
from its individual members. An- 
other NBC proposal which would 
make it impossible for ASCAP 
get together with the network, if the 
latter insisted ‘upon compliance, was 
that having to do with granting tele- 
vision rights. These are rights that 
have specifically been retained by 
ASCAP members. 

Meeting for the consideration of 
NBC’s terms had been called for 
Monday morning (30) but there 
were not enough board members 
present to justify taking any action 


even 





sin- | 


even though it was anxious to settle 
the fight with the Society the offer 
was a final one. The network 
pointed out that terms embodied in 
the proposal had received the ap- 
proval of important affiliates and 
that if these terms were turned 
down tHere was no chance of NBC 
again obtaining the support of its 
affiliates. In answer to ASCAP’s re- 
joinder that the offer was absurd in 
that the networks were paying BMI 
144% and the local stations up to 
2%2% for a catalog that had no com- 
parison with ASCAP’s, NBC took a 
charity-begins-at-home stand. It 
stated that in BMI it had something 


| that it owned, while ASCAP music 


the | 


| proposal, 


| presenting 


was something it rented from out-' 


siders. 


While the ASCAP directors were 
not tickled by the terms in the NBC 
they evinced gratification | 
at the way that NBC went about 
it. In contrast with | 
CBS’ method of the week before 


| NBC, ran the directorate comment, 


| lished in the New York dailies. 
| was also remarked that NBC’s pro- | 


{over Columbia’s in that it was de-| 


delivered a copy of the proposal to 
ASCAP before the terms were pub- 
It 
posal was a decided improvement 
void of involved mathematical de- 
vices and was succinct and straight- 


| forward. 


it | 


could not deliver releases} 


to | 


and so the meeting was adjourned. | 


The notice of the Monday meeting 


was issued by ASCAP’s home office | 


near the close of business Friday 
with the result that a number of di- 
rectors missed knowing about it 
until they arrived at their offices 
Monday morning and too late to 
call off other business engagements. 
The interim, however, gives 
ASCAP’s management a chance to 
check NBC’s estimates of what its 
Proposition would bring ASCAP 
annually. Using its 1941 net receipts 
as a basis of computation NBC 
figured that ASCAP would easily 
Collect $3,300,000 from radio. In 1940 
ASCAP, without being able to tap 
radio billings at the source, drew 
$4,100,000 from that industry. 


Invidious Comparison 


In turning in its proposal to. 





One director remarked that he 
suspected that CBS had_ rushed 
out its proposal to embarrass NBC, 
having got word that the latter was 
preparing to offer 242% on network 
business, whereas CBS had set the 
figure at 2%. (CBS has told admen 
it was other way round). Another 
ASCAP director expressed the sus- 
picion that NBC shad originally in- 
tended to make the local station 
likewise 242% but that Columbia’s 
move had compelled NBC to slice 
this down 12%. 

Lawyers Still At It 


In the meantime ASCAP’s general 
counsel, Schwartz & Frohlich, are 
working with Podell on the prepara- 
tion of complaints in the announced 
anti-trust suit. Podell has expressed 
a preference of holding off filing tne 
action until every bit of necessary 
data and evidence had been corre- 


lated and rechecked so that every 
charge in the complaint could be 
amply supported. The papers are 


expected to be completed by the end 
of this week. Podell has so far been 
tied up as-aid to Thurman Arnold, 
assistant U. S. Attorney General, in 
prosecuting the metal packaging in- 
dustry on anti-trust grounds. 

ASCAP figures that, even 
out NBC and Columbia back in the 
fold, it will be able to issue some- 
where around a $1,000,000 dividend 


at the end of September, because of | 


the increased income from other 
sources than radio, the deal with 
Mutual and some 200 station licen- 


with- | 





SHELDON, $24.8; 
GUY LOMBARDO 36 


Payoff Checks Cause Furore 
and BMI Puts Auditors to 
Work Re-Tabulating Per- 
formance Credits — Sug- 
gest It May: Be ‘Mistake’ 
and If So Will Be Rectified 








INVIDIOUS CONTRASTS 





Management of Broadcast Music, 
Inc., received such a violent kick- 
back from writers and publishers 
on the amounts paid them on per- 
formances for the first quarter of 
this year that it announced Friday 
(27) that an auditing staff had been 
put to work on a 24-hour basis to 
re-check tabulations with a view to 
making additional payments. This 
assurance did not serve to dissuade 
several dissatisfied publisher-affili- 
ates of BMI from calling a meeting 
of all small pubs licensing through 
BMI to protest against the smallness 
of the payments made to them and 
to demand a detailed explanation of 
BMI’s method of performance ac- 
counting. 

The more articulate of BMI’s 
publisher affiliates admitted that 
hare chagrin had in no _ small 
measure been aggravated by compar- 
| ing the figures on their checks with 
ithe amounts that will likely be re- 
ceived by ASCAP affiliates as their 





|share of the announced split of 
$1,000,000 royalty purse. Several of 
|these BMI-affiliated pubs declared 


|that they couldn’t understand how 


BMI, with almost a complete monop- 
iOoly of radio, could pay off in such 
small amounts, while ASCAP, which 
had been barred from radio income 
since Jan. 1, could still afford to 
divvy up $1,000,000. 

Barton’s $2.45 


Most drastic form of reaction to 
ithe BMI distribution came from 
Benny arton, who operates the 
Keystone Music Co. Barton mailed 
back his check for $2.45. Fred Wise, 
writer of ‘Wise Old Owl’ and other 
| BMI hits, who had to split $380 with 
| his co-authors, declared that he was 
going to demand an accounting. Guy 
Lombardo’s London Music Co., with 
jan investment to date of around 
| $6,500, received a check for $8. The 
bandleader expressed himself as 
very much puzzled as to how BMI 
had arrived at this accounting con- 
sidering the huge number of per- 
formances his own publications had 
|received on his own network pro- 
grams during the first three months 


of 1941. The Sheldon Music Co., 
publisher of ‘Donna’ and ‘Guess 
Who”’ received BMI check for 
$24.60, while the firm of Porgie, Deb- 
bin & Friedman responsible for ‘Just | 
a Little Bit South of North Caro- 
lina’ and ‘Made Up My Mind,’ got 
one for $53.60. 
Republic's $74.20 

The Republic Music Co., which is | 
controlled by Sammy Kaye, and the 
source of ‘Until Tomorrow’ and 
‘Daddy,’ was onboe a voucher for 
$74.20. Glenn Miller's firm, the Mu-| 


tual Music Society, was still in the 
process of negotiating a basis of re- 
|imbursement with BMI last week. 
The deal involved Miller’s arrange- 
|ments of public domain music. BMI 


Kaye Admits BMI Payoff Errors 





publishers this week, 
that the bookkeeping department, 


zation. 


business until long after BMI had 


of this year. 


Kaye also explained the situation from another angle. 
out that most of these small BMI-associated publishers didn’t go into 


Sidney M. Kaye, v.p. in charge of Broadcast Music, Inc., explained 
Monday (30) that his bookkeeping department had made quite a mis- 
take in royalty allocations made to BMI-affiliated publishers for the 
first quarter of 1941 and that ‘the errors were being quickly rectified.’ 
Checks for additional amounts would, he said, be going out to these 
What had happened, according to Kaye, was 


while paying off for local station 


plugs, had failed to take in account lots of network performances, all 
of which, he admitted, meant a difference of thousands of dollars for 
writer and publisher groups affiliated with the radio-owned organi- 


He pointed 


been formed so that they did not 


fare so well in the way of performances during the first three months 
In support of this observation he recalled that none of 
the small BMI pubs had a number on the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
until the very end of March, and this was ‘Oh, Look at Me Now.’ 
Now, added Kaye, that these small publishers were established they 
could expect to do much better in BMI royalty collections for the 
second quarter of this year, particularly since BMI had let down in 
its publishing operations and the outsiders have practically all the hits. 








ASCAP Scents More ‘Destructive’ 
Tactics by BMI as Latter Moves 
To Finance ASCAP Songwriters 





Jimmy Campbell Exploits 
Little Known Big Seller 


Jimmy Campbell, until recently 
running London Music Corp. for the 
Lombardo brothers, is now doing a 
special exploitation job on ‘You and 
Tl for Meredith Willson, which the 
Maxwell Coffee House maestro au- 
thored, words and music. It has 
sold 40,000 copies to date, with but 
little plugging, and 
widely exploited, hence the Camp- 
bell affiliation. 

Larry Richmond 
Service) will get 10% 
its sales. 


BMI-Affihated Pubs 
Retain Counsel To 





checks from _ Broadcast 
Music, Inc., for the first quarter of 
1941 already have had marked re- 
percussions among its affiliated pub- 
lishers. Smaller element of such 
publishers has retained Andrew D. 
Weinberger as counsel and 
meet tomorrow (Thursday) after- 
noon to organize a protective asso- 
ciation. 
its chief counsel, 
recount why the 


Royalty 





been invited to 
were 


has 
royalty checks 


y% 
i. il 


Broadcast Music, Inc., is setting 
up a couple subsidiaries to handle 
the publications of writers who are 
affiliated with ASCAP. So far BMI 
has refused to disclose the names of 
these writers. It has already asked 
the contactmen’s union to submit its 
list of available members so that 
some of these could be employed for 
the new firms. It will make the first 





it’s now to be} ; 
| According to BMI’s own announce- 


| ment 
(Music Dealers| have entered into contracts for the 
for handling | publication of their songs’ and that 


Probe Smal! Payoffs 


will | 


Sidney Kaye, BMI v.p. and | 


time that BMI has openly under- 
taken to finance outside firms. 
‘several 


prominent writers 


| performing rights of these songs will 

| be licensed directly to broadcasters 
| ‘without payment of any fee.’ BMI, 
the announcement added, ‘will con- 
trol the publication and mechanical 
rights in this music.’ 

Through this action, according to 
the viewpoint of ASCAP officials, 
BMI seeks to force the former or- 
ganization into another test suit. 
The consent decree which the Gov- 
ernment obtained from ASCAP spe- 
cifically forbids ASCAP members 
|from licensing their works through 
BMI, but there is nothing in the de- 
cree which bars ASCAP members 
from giving their performance rights 
away. But where such writers and 
| BMI might find themselves stymied 
lis in the provisions in the consent 
decree which (1) requires an ASCAP 
member to give ASCAP notice of 
his intent to license directly; (2) 





|so much smaller than had been an- {requires an ASCAP member to get 
ticipated. Kaye, in turn, will be consent to such licensing; and (3) 
informed that if his explanation ,oare members from granting to ‘per- 
does not prove satisfactory the /SOMS, firms, corporations, including 
inewly organized publisher group Broadcast Music, Inc., the right to 
| will, in association with BMI affili- license others. ‘ 
ated writers, organize also a per- _ According to ASCAP counsel, 
!forming rights society of its own | Schwartz & Frohlich, these pro- 
and collect either through ASCAP | Visions were put into the decree to 
lor an independent source avoid the very ‘subterfuge’ that BMI 
Weinberger declared vesterday had undertaken, but this counsel is 
Tuesday) tl! at his clients would | under the impression that the de- 
(Tuesday) thi ag gee f + eee vice has been exercised more for the 
also demand a star ers a : oO So n- loutuase 6¢ betting onl eniter 
| tract in whose fas ast ind sp are | | vasuing ABCAP than tar any yeast 
| to participate. If, We nberger added, | | ok etieek 
| it is found that 3MI has not main- a 
tained an auditing system which , P 
gives the affiliated publishers ‘a fair | ASCAP ¢ BMI Rib 
| break,’ the association will insist tad - 


| upon a performance payment of 30c 
per station. [How this is arrived at, 
| Wei nberger will explain later.] If, 
on the other hand, it is found that 
| BMI has a sound system and 
| honest mistake’ had been made, the | 
new association will ask for a slight 


sees and the fact that the Society's | offered Miller payment on the basis | increase of the 3c rate per station, 


overhead has been cut to the bone. 


It estimates that the net collections | 


for the second quarter of this year 
will be around $350,000 a month. 





EDDIE MARMOR TO CHICAGO 
Chicago, July 1. 

Eddie Marrmor comes in to take 

over as Chicago rep for the Remick | 


| Music firm, replacing Al Beilin. 


Marmor moves in after a speil up 


ASCAP, NBC let it. be kne wn. that |,in the, Boston territory, , 


of $8 a week, but this was rejected. 
| The next offer was $16.50. 

| Payments made by BMI to pub- 
| lishers was on the basis of 3c a sta- 
| tion per plug: 2c per performance 
|per station. 





Max Lutz has been appointed 
midwest rep for the Mills Music Co, 
| Will headquarter in Chi but will 
make regular tours throughout the 


‘territory. 


but demand the right for a regular 
audit of BMI’s book: and radio logs. 
It is Weinberger’s position that BMI | 
should extend bargainirg rights 
its affiliated publishers and writers 
and not continue setting arbitrary 
terms. 

It wil] make the first organization | 
of popular publishers ever set up | 
outside the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association, and the first 
trade group whose creation was in- 
spired by BMT. 





|capital of a 


to 


is making derisive 
statement by the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 


ASCAP also 


‘an | when BMI was launched, that ‘per- 


| 


|haps we are entering a new period 
in radio’s history when radio audi- 
ences will have the thrill of watch- 
ing a whole new group of American 


 domencners who will make their bid 


to fame and fortune on the air.’ 

As a twist to this ribbing ASCAP 
| writers are flouting the fact that 
during the current week there will 
be distributed among them half of 
the $1,000,000 royalty melon declared 
iby ASCAP, even though their musi¢e 
has been barred from an over- 
whelming portion of broadcasting 
since Jan. 1 and BMI has enjoyed a 
practical monopoly. 


| 
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Pa. Legislature's Rush to Adjourn By 
July 4 Gives Show Biz the Brushoff 








v 


Philadelphia, July 1. | 

Musicians, actors, bookers and 
others connected with show biz in 
this state are allegedly getting the 
Dusiness from the State Legislature. 
Bills sponsored by these groups 
for the ‘betterment’ of the entertain- 
ment industry are getting the brush- 
off by the solons as they’re hurrying 
to clean up their calendar so they 
can adjourn before July 4. Only 
‘muct’ legislation is being considered 
and the bills musicians, actors et al. 
are interested in don’t come under 
this category. 
Lost in the adjournment shuffle is 
the new employment agency bill, 
which had the backing of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists and the 
Entertainment Managers Association 
(bookers). The bill, which already 
had the okay of the lower house of 
the Legislature, would have barred 
all out-of-state bookers (MCA, Con- 
solidated, William Morris, etc.) from 
doing business in Pennsy and would 


have given performers iron-clad 
protection against fly - by - night 
agents, 


A delegation of 10 percenters and 
actors was skedded to go to Harris- 
burg today (Tues.) in a last-minute 
effort to get the Senate to consider 
the bill before it folds. All admit 
that the trip is almost hopeless. 

Two bills sponsored by the Musi- 
cians’ Union have died in committee. 
One of them would put heavy taxes 
on juke boxes, while another would 
control the activities of school or- 
chestras and prevent their working 
on jobs in competition with profes- 
sional musicians. 





Al Sheehan to Stage 


Milton Douglas Follows 
Peg Fears at N.Y.’s S-P 


Milion Douglas opens July 21 at 
the Savoy-Plaza hotel’s Cafe Lounge 
(N. Y.) for four weeks, succeeding 
Peggy Fears, incumbent. It’s his 
first N. Y. date since his regular 
winter at the Hollywood Beach ho- 
tel in Florida. 

Howard Lally is the new band suc- 


|ceeding Emile Petti. 


STORE BECOMES 
THEATRE FOR 
HILLBILLIES 


Louisville, July 1. 

Clayton McMichen’s Georgia Wild- 
cats, hillbilly combo, renewed by 
Howell Furniture over WAVE for 
another year. Combo has been air- 
ing over Louisville stations for 10 
years aside from an occasional jaunt 
to another town. 

McMichen’s crew airs for 30 min- 
utes each noon from the second floor 
of the furniture store, with an in- 
vited audience, and also does an 
hour show on Friday nights, with 
Cliff Gross Cowboys, also appearing 
on the audience show. Front of 
store is billed like a theatre, with 
posters plastered over the windows. 

Outfit is busy playing dates within 
a 50-mile radius of Louisville. Hill- 
billy groups airing over local sta- 
'tions formerly made trips of 150 
| miles or more, playing small town 
| schools and auditoriums, but now go 








2 Mpls. Variety ShowS | no farther than 50 miles, as they ex- 


Minneapolis, July 1. 

Al Sheehan, head of WCCO Art- 
ists’ Bureau, has been appointed to 
handle the Minneapolis Aquatennial 
celebration’s two principal shows 
this month—the ‘Summertime’ stage | 
spectacle at the Auditorium and the 
‘Aqua Follies, water panorama at 
Cedar Lake. 

Aqua Follies cast will include 
Morton Downey, Buster Crabbe, the 
Hopkins Sisters, Larry Griswold, 
Charlie Diehl] and a 28-girl water 
ballet. For the stage show Shee- 
han, who will stage both produc- 
tions, has a 16-girl line, a 16-voice 
glee club, Lee Harris, Penny Perry, 
the Three Macks, Harry Harper, 
Gretchen Palen and Verne Rooney’s 
orchestra. 





Levey Adds 2 


| plain that many people have left the 
small towns to come to Louisville 
for work in defense industries, and 
bulk of the money is now in this 
town and its immediate vicinity. 





John Murray Anderson’s 


Wilshire Bowl (L.A.) Show 


Los Angeles, July 1. 
John Murray Anderson is putting 
a new show into the Wilshire Bowl 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., July 1. 

Walter Silverman, Boston, former- 
ly with Columbia Pictures, is a new 
arrival at the Will Rogers. 

- Leandria Rensler back ozoning at 
the Hilltop lodge after a two-week 
vacash in the Big Town. 

l Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton out of the 
general hospital and back into the 
Rogers after an operation. Boy do- 
ing okay, but is held strictly in bed. 

Irving ‘Butch’ Wilbur, who grad- 
uated from this actors’ Colony, is 
now connected with a Loew’s the- 
atre. 

Walter Conley, former engineer 
with the Loew circuit, who used to 
work under Len Grotte, is a new- 
‘comer at the Rogers. Doing great 
| and likes it much. 

Chester Vaughn, who made the 
grade out of this colony, now beats 
the drums with Don Warnos* orch. 
Dickie Moore (Killian & Moore) 
is getting nifty reports at the Rogers. 
But recently celebrated a 10-year-in- 
bed routine. Says he would like to 
hear from some of the boys from the 
old White Rats and NVA. 

The Will Rogers hospital got an 
overhauling. 

Thanks to the Three Troubadours 
who toot nightly at Hennessey’s lo- 
cal nitery for their time out to ser- 
enade this colony. They are George 
Petroutsos, guitar; Shirley Tobin, 
piano, and John Helmer, sax. 

Joy Navarre, who did so much for 
the gang at the Rogers, is back 
nursing a setback. Nothing serious. 
Robert Flory, who dabbles around 
a theatre in Newark, O., here for a 
summer vacash on lower Saranac 
Lake. 

Victor Rockiter, whose last job 
was tocting a sax at the Palestine 
Pavilion at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
is now the mailman at tke Will 
Rogers, and between rest periods 
takes time out giving guitar lessons. 
Plenty of takers, too. 

Anna Mae Tesslo licked an opera- 
tion. Dr. Wariner Woodruff did the 
job. 

The gang at the Will Rogers thank 





Martin Moskowitz for the nice 
things he sends to the san. 
Charlie Smith shot back to bed 


with a slight setback. 

Virginia Bishop getting nifty okay 
reports from the medico. 

Jerry Sager and Harry Martin 
gaining weight at the Rogers. 
Semi-annual official report of ad- 
|dresses and mailing list of the Ac- 
‘tors Colony: 

Will Rogers Memorial Hospital— 
Jack Altree, Edna Bell, Louis Betz, 
Lillian Biggio, Joe Bishop, Richard 
Bergseth, Margo Block, Virginia 


in five or six weeks, and while it will, Brown, Joseph Bryant, Alice Car- 


also have the same nostatgic pattern 
as the nitery revues he has staged 
for Billy Rose at the Diamond Horse- 
shoe, N. Y., it will be an entirely 
independent venture. 

Rumors were that Rose was con- 
templating invading the Coast to 
buck Earl Carroll’s cabaret-theatre. 





Seattle, July 1. 

Two new night clubs have been 
added to Bert Levey bookings in the 
N. W. 

Palomar Supper Club, Vancouver, 
B. C., is using four acts, changed 
every two weeks. The Amato Sup- 
mer Club, Astoria, Ore., is also using 
four acts. 





One Less Jackson 
Détroit, July 1. 
The Three Acrobatic Jacksons 
henceforth will be known as the Two 
Acrobatic Jacksons. 





ists. 
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Chester Stanley has left the trio 
to join the Marine Corps parachut- 


man, William Chase, Harry Clifton, 
Michael Cojohn, Anna Commerford, 


Robert Cosgrove, Harry Cross, 
Charles Diego, Timothy Doherty, 
Eddie Dowd, John Eaton, Nonnie 


Edwards, Harriet Emerson, Rudelle 
Gayles, Seymour Grill, Vera Harff, 
Samuel Hine, Miriam Hirsch. Helen 
Inglee, Carl Kern, Margaret Kin- 
sella, Helen lLassman. Katheryn 
Laus, Beatrice Lee, John Louden, 
Harry Martin, Peggy McCarthy, 
Richard Moore, Josephine Navarre, 
Dorothy Newcomb, Agnes Orr, John 
O’Shea, Oscar Price, Earl Redding, 
Stanley Rausch, James Rickettes, 
Leandra Rinzler, Victor Rockiter, 
Nettie Robey, Martha Gill Rogow, 
Isabelle Rook, Ben Schaffer, Charles 


Smith, Margaret Newell, Hazel 
Smith, Arthur Smith, Bernard 
Schultz, Paul Sorkin, Joseph Sou- 
hami, Anna Mae Tesslo, Collin 


Tracy, Vivian Vaughn, Eddie Vogt, 
Clarence Walker, Patricia Wallace, 
Donald Wayne, Rufus Weathers, Mil- 
ton Weeks, James Wildenthaler, 
James Young, Arthur Sager, Donald 
Fairchild. 

Harry and Charles Barrett. 
Broadway; Helen O'Reilly, 44 Main 
street; Arthur Alveres. station 
WNBZ; Cliff Heather, 59 Kiwassa 
road; Lillian Mansfield, 88 Riverside 
drive; A. B. Anderson, Pontiac the- 
atre; Percy Wenrich, Hotel Saranac: 
Valentin Parera, Santononi apart- 
ments; George Wallace, 19 Broad- 
way, and Happy Benway, 10 Olive 
street. 

Write to those who are ili, 


Clark’s New Pard 


Chicago, July 1. 

Coleman Clark, left without a table 
tennis partner by the three-year 
Army air corps induction of Billy 
Willard, has signed George Hendry 
as his new opponent. Hendry, inter- 
collegiate titleholder is a former 
member of the U.S. teams that com- 
peted in the world championships in 
London and Vienna. 
Clark & Co. are presently at the 
Panther Room of Hotel Sherman, 
Chicago. 
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PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 





Chicago, June 27. 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch (17), Bob, 
Eberly, Helen O'Connell, Coleman 
Clark 





Giving every indication of being a 
greater boxoffice draw than ever, 
Jimmy Dorsey’s crew figures to start 
off the best Panther Room summer 
season to date. A new cooling sys- 
tem is now in the process of instal- 
lation, and judging by the size of the 
crowds it will be a welcome addition. 
In on a guarantee and percentage, 
which should keep everyone satis- 
fied, Dorsey becomes the second band 
to play the Panther Room under this 
kind of arrangement, the other out- 
fit being that of Cab Calloway, who 
broke records. 

Musically, the band is at its peak. 
There’s a snap to the brass and 
rhythm, the reeds blend beautifully. 
Six brass, three trumpets and three 
trombones; four saxophones, not in- 
cluding the maestro himself, and the 
standard four rhythm setup add to 
a total instrumentation of 14 men. 
Added to this are the two very cap- 
able singers. The entire group with 
Dorsey comprises 17 people. Ar- 
rangements display fine taste and 
ideas. Band is wisely built around 
the great saxophone and clarinet 
work of the leader, but offers full 
opportunity to all members for in- 
dividual expression. There is out- 
standing musicianship in the outfit, 
of which, perhaps, the most notice- 
able is the drumming of Buddy 
Schutz. Playing with terrific drive, 
Schutz gives a constant lift to the 
band in addition to being an excel- 
lent showman. In the reed section 
the doubling of Charlie Frazier de- 
mands attention and the pianoing of 


| 





Joe Lippman is equally excellent. 

House policy decrees the presenta- | 
tion of two shows nightly. At show | 
caught, Dorsey capably emceed and | 
had the crowd with him all the way. | 
Opening with an arrangement of ‘I 
Want to Be Happy,’ 
giving out with some fine alto and 





the blonde Helen O’Connell. Her 
}numbers, ‘Au Reet’ and ‘Sweet Let- 
from You,’ are both well 
her style and _ scored | 
heavily. Baritone Bob Eberly turns 
in a convincing job on Mabel | 
Wayne’s new tune, ‘Be Fair,’ and for | 
an encore combines with Miss O’Con- 
nell for a cute novelty, ‘Do It Again.’ | 
Only floor show booking is a hold- 
over of Coleman Clark and his table 
tennis partner. A popular favorite | 
here, Clark offers a novel and en- |, 
joyable turn. Real strength of the} 
bill, though, is the Dorsey band and | 
another record-breaking engagement | 
is anticipated. Loop. | 
} 


Camellia House, Chi 


(DRAKE HOTEL) 





Chicago, June 26. | 
Hildegarde, Bob Grant Orch (5);) 
no cover, $2.50 minimum Saturday. | 





In the town’s most effectively dec- | 
orated small room, with its air of) 
easy money and_ exclusiveness, 
Hildegarde finds a setting in which} 
she shines jewel-like. With Hilde-| 
garde as the sole attraction, the joint | 
is jumping with biz, 

They pack in here happily and get | 
plenty of reward from 30 minutes of | 
superb entertainment from an out-| 
standing performer. And Hilde-| 
garde has these sophisticates eating | 
out of her hand. A wink, a twist of | 
the wrist, a lift of a finger serve ex-| 
cellently in ‘her handling of these 
people. Sound and solid as a singer, | 
her choice of material is excellent 
and her delivery sure. | 

Hildegarde’s top songs are ‘Jenny,’ | 
‘Ain’t We Got Fun,’ ‘Remember | 
Vienna’ and_ she a Rach- | 





|} in modern tempo. 
|} special material songs sold by her 


302 | 


maninoff’s prelude in C sharp minor | 
Also does several 


sock showmanship. 
She had been off for several days ' 
due to a sore throat, but her return 
gave no indication of any flaw in her 
delivery. Hildegarde is here for 
four weeks. And it will be a glori- | 
ous four weeks on coin. 
Bob Grant orchestra has the show 
and dance assignment, doing a fine 
job of it. Gold. 


CLUB LIDO, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 25. 
Duncan Sisters, Faye and Welling- 
ton, Stan Kramer & Co. (2), 
Gweneth Omeran, Dorr Stewart, 
Margaret Faver Line (6), Tommy 
Smith’s Orch (9). 








Located just a block from the Bal 
Tabarin and seating 600, L. Maggiora 
and Felix Garces’ recently remodeled 
Club Lido is splurging with a new 
show headed by the Duncan Sisters. 
Opening (25) was big, although Wed- 
nesday is ordinarily the Lido’s poor- 
est night, indicatiing the Duncans 
can still pull. Sisters were set in by 
MCA for a reported $700 a week plus 








15% of the gross over $6,000. 
New revue is presented in play! 


form, with a King Arthur theme and 
costumes, Idea probably looked good 
on paper but comes out like amateur 
night in San Diego and demonstrates 
the futility of attempting sustained 
dialog in a night club. Eva (Vivian 
Duncan) is on first, summoning Topsy 
(Rosetta), who works sans black- 
face here, to tell her story of King 
Arthur, which cues the balance of 
the bill. Rosetta returns as the King 
with Eva doing Guinivere, accom- 
panied by three or four knights of 
high-school-play breed. 

Specialties are okay, particularly 
Stan Kramer’s puppet act, but are 
more or less lost in the confusion. 
Only times the show really grabs 
hold is when the Duncans themselves 
slip into their old routines, which is 
what the customers want. 

At one point the gals pause to 
harmonize ‘I'll Never Forget You’ 
and despite the kingly robes it’s 
something the folks recognize as 
Duncan, and they go for it. Topsy 
also manages to work in her biz of 
greeting individuat ringsiders and 
while the pair are on their own, time 
moves forward. They remain great 
troupers, 

Vivian is as charming and doll-like 


'as ever and Rosetta has lost none of 


her energetic enthusiasm. At the 
close the customers demanded and 
got Duncan harmonizing —‘Remem- 
bering,’ ‘I'm Following You,’ ‘Never 
Had a Mammy’—which made up for 
a lot of what went before. Show 
undoubtedly will undergo major op- 
erations as a result. Duncans are in 
for four weeks with options. 
Rosetta has one good number as 
King Arthur, ‘Here’s to Health’; Faye 
and Wellington, dance team, are on 
once. Line here from Chicago’s 606 
Club, works twice, first time in a 
dual number wherein skirts of blue 
frocks split to become butterfly 
wings. Dorr Stewart, baritone dis- 
guised as one of the knights, has an 
okay piping system but hasn’t much 
chance to use it. Gweneth Omeran, 
soprano, is lost in the shuffle. 


with Dorsey | 


clarinet work, the band got into a) 
groove and stayed there all the way | 
through the two vocal offerings of | 


Wern. 
nae 


LOG CABIN 


(ARMONK, N. Y.) 


_ 


Armonk, N. Y., June 29. 


|comparative youngsters 


| eager 





Les Brown Oreh (15) with Betty 
Bonney, Ralph Young; no cover, no 
minimum, 20c, ‘music charge.’ 





Spirit and enthusiasm among the 
that staff 
this band, plus good arrangements 
and a leader who has an ingratiating, 
personality, are making Les 


(Continued on page 44) 

















DENNIS 
DAY 


| want to publicly acknowl- 
edge the fine treatment ac- 
corded me at the ROXY, 
New York, during my two 
weeks engagement conclud- 
ed June 26. | deeply regret 
my inability to continue this 
pleasant engagement be- 
cause of previous commit- 
ments. 


STEEL PIER, Atlantic City 
THIS WEEK, JUNE 28 


Management: A. & 8, LYONS 
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Mobile Army Camp Units to Continue 
Past July 4 Deadline Due to Requests 





Mobile units presenting free, out- 
door shows in Army camps, under 
sponsorship of the Citizens Commit- 
tee for the Army and Navy, will con- 
tinue into mid-July or beyond in- 
stead of winding up around July 4 
as originally planned. Troops were 
expected to be moving into field 
maneuvers by that time, but requests 
for bookings continue to come into 
New York headquarters from posts 
throughout the country and _ the 
United Service Organizations- 
financed units will continue to fill 
them so far as possible. 

Five troupes are now out per- 
forming on. the stages which unfold 
from the sides of giant trucks loaned 
by General Motors. Two more 
trucks are available, but the im- 
minency of maneuvers makes it un- 
wise to organize companies to go out 
with them. 

Present sked calls for only one 
group to disband on the original 
date, July 4. That’s ‘B,’ headed by 
Milton Douglas, currently touring 
Illinois. ‘A,’ topped by Lew Parker, 
and traveling through the south, runs 
until July 18; ‘C,’ with Harry Savoy 
as m.c., running through Texas, goes 
on until July 10; ‘D, headed by Don 
Rice, and going through Missouri, 
Arkansas and Louisiana, ends up 
July 15, and ‘E,’ of which Don Cum- 
mings is topper, covering Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland and _ Virginia, 
operates until July 17 or 18. 

Scout ‘Brushoff’ 

Reports that the War Department 
is giving the brushoff to the prob- 
lem of entertainment in Army 
camps have been scouted by Brig. 
General James A. Ulio, chief of the 
Morale Branch. General Ulio, in re- 
ply to a request by Variety for an 
official statement of the War De- 
partment’s attitude, declared: 

‘Motion picture entertainment 
is already available in all of the 
army camps. The question of 
supplementing this with live en- 
tertainment has received and 
continues to receive the most 
serious consideration of the War 
Department. Any such program 
must necessarily concern itself 
with the facilities available and 
with the very considerable ex- 
pense involved, for which no 
appropriations are available. Ar- 
rangements concerning profes- 
sional entertainment in various 
camps have been largely left 
within the discretion of the local 
camp commanders, in view of 
their familiarity with the local 
conditions and the _ resources 
available and also, so that they 
might feel no obligation to un- 
dertake any activities that might 
interfere with the main objec- 
tive in the present emergency, 
of training the troops under 
their command. 

‘The War Department has, 
however, been ready to avail 
itself of the suggestions and ad- 
vice of those highly regarded in 
the field of professional enter- 
tainment. Recently, at Robert 
Sherwood’s suggestion, a Citi- 
zens Committee on Entertain- 


ment for the Army and Navy 
has been appointed, of which 
Vinton Freedley is chairman. 


The War Department makes no 
attempt to contro] the activities 
of any such committee. 

“You may be assured that your 
interest and the interest of the 
theatrical profession in the wel- 
fare of the army are greatly 
appreciated.’ 

Fort Dix Trial 

Initial experiment in the country 
with a policy of full-week vaude in 
an Army camp will be tried at Fort 
Dix, N. J., starting next week. Show 
Is being set and booked by agent 
Phil Morris of New York, working in 
close cooperation with Major J. C. 
Donoghue, Dix morale officer. 

It will be presented on an outdoor 
Stage built during the last war and 
recently reconstructed. Benches 
have been placed around it-to seat 
1,850. Admish will be 20c. and Post 
Exchange checks (credit) will be 
accepted. 

Plan is to have five acts, a line of 

(Continued on page 44) 





Memphis Dates Apollon 


Dave Apollon heads the 

Stage show the week of July 18 at 
the Malco, Memphis. Formerly the 
Orpheum, house is now under new 
management. 
_ Apollon is currently marking the 
i0th anniversary of his first appear- 
ance on the Interstate Circuit with 
another tour of the Texas houses. 





- 





Rossilianos Take Steps 
Toward U.S. Citizenship 


Detroit, July 1. 

Without a country since the Ger- 
man invasion of Poland, the dancing 
Rossilianos will leave the United 
States shortly to return and take the 
first steps toward becoming Amer- 
icans, 

Stranded in the U. S. by the war 
since they came over to dance at the 


New York World’s Fair, they re- 
vealed that following their appear- 
ance at Loew’s State, N. Y., they'll 
leave for several appearances in 
Canada, which fits in neatly with 
their booking toward citizenship. 
Following the Canadian appearance, 
they can come back into this coun- 
try after July 1 under the Polish 
quota, when their subsequent steps 
will be to get their first papers. 


BERLE DICTATES 
CHI CHEZ 
«SHOW 








Chicago, July 1. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Chez Paree an act will be 
permitted to dictate the makeup of 
the rest of the floor show. Milton 
Berle, the spot on 
Friday (4), has a clause in his con- 
tract which gives him the right to 
choose the surrounding acts on the 
show. He chose the Five Jansleys 
and Ben Yost’s Varsity 8, who were 
with him at the N.Y. Paramount; 
also Carol Rhodes, singer; new band 


is Boyd Raeburn succeeding Paul 
Whiteman. 

Berle is in for four weeks and will 
be followed there by Carmen Am- 
aya and her South American dancing 
troupe. Comedian returns to Holly- 
wood and his 20th-Fox « contract 
thereafter. 


who opens in 





Fox’s M’waukee Burlesk 
Aimed at Legionnaires 


Milwaukee, July 1. 


Charley Fox, this town’s burley- | 


| que impresario, who is opening the 
| long closed Alhambra in September, 





had planned to run the house on a 
24-hour-a-day basis during. the 
American Legion convention, but 
union demands for quadruple shifts 
of stagehands and musicians has 
caused abandonment of the idea. He 
will content himself with five or six 
stageshows a day, the last show 
starting at midnight, with its patrons 
permitted to spend the rest of the 


| night there to sleep if they wish. 


Fox expects to realize enough from 
the pillow concession to pay for ex- 
tra expense involved, Incidentally, 
he plans to switch the theatre en- 
trance from Wisconsin avenue, the 


i main stem, to Fourth street, in the 





initial | 





belief that many patrons prefer to 
slip into a Girlesque (it’s no longer 
burlesk) show unobserved via the 
side street. 


Hamid Sets Ted Lewis 


Springfield, Mass., July 1. 

George Hamid’s ‘Echoes of Broad- 
way’ has been engaged by Melha 
Temple Shrine here for an outdoor 
show Aug. 2 to 8 at Pynchon park 
here. 

Ted Lewis band and troupe fea- 
tured. 








Frisco Vaude Respite 


San Francisco, July 1. 
Vaude policy at Dan McLean’s 
Embassy will be discontinued until 
fall. Amateur show will be substi- 


tuted until then if union objections 
can be overcome. 

Venture in stage shows has con- 
vinced McLean that a profit can be 
made even at 20c. top. although the 
current try only broke even ‘because 
we learned the hard way.’ 


Coincidence 





Washington, July 1. 

Choosing a stage name for 
laughs just isn’t safe, no mat- 
ter how outlandish the name. 
Vaudeville and radio comedy 
team of Nan Rae and Mrsxg.. 
Stanislaus Waterfall (Maude 
Davis), playing the Capitol the- 
atre here, discovered it during 
the past week. 

Woman called the _ theatre, 
asked for the comedienne, said 
her primary purpose in calling 
was to find out if the two might 
be related. Her name was Mrs. 
Waterfall. And _ furthermore, 
there was once a Stanislaus 
Waterfall in the family and she 
wondered if that could have 
been the vaude player’s hus- 
band’s grandfather. 


Indict Two New York 
Niteries and 22 Ticket 
Agencies for U.S. Taxes 











An indictment handed up by a 
federal grand jury Friday (27) in 
N. Y. federal court charges two night 
club corporations and three individ- 
uals with the embezzlement of 
monies received as defense taxes 
from patrons, and charges. the 
clubs with failure to report such 
taxes in their proper amount. An 
information handed up at the same 
time charges 22 theatre ticket brok- 
ers with failure to record the prices 
at which tickets are sold on the 


tickets. (Further details on ticket 
brokers ‘indictment in Legitimate 
section.) 


Night clubs named are the M. C. G. 
Restaurant and Waikiki Club Corp., 
operating the Club Waikiki, 62 West 
52d Street. Robert Ching, manager, 
James McKenzie, president; and the 
Pango Pango Amus. Corp., 138 East 
55th street, and Edward Duthu, pres- 
ident. Both have since folded. 

The amount of the evasion on the 
part of the defendants is not known, 
according to U. S. Attorney Jesse 
Moss, but it was pointed out that the 
Government has collected over $2,- 
500,000 above taxes reported from 
various amusement enterprises and 
ticket brokers during the past 18 
months. : 

Under federal laws, patrons of 
night clubs must pay a tax on all 
meals costing specified amounts, the 
operators of the clubs thus becoming 
trustees of monies belong to the U. S. 


EX-‘FOLLIES’ GIRL FREE 





Detroit, July 1. 
Mrs. Vida Fenn, said to have been 
ja former ‘Follies’ girl under her 
maiden name of Vida Maybury, was 





acquitted in Pay City, Mich., last 
i'week of the first-degree murder 
charge brought following the slay- 
ing of her husband, Edward, last 
March. 

Mrs. Fenn testified that drunken 


and jealous assaults had punctuated 
her dancing career with her hus- 
band before they settled in Bay City, 
where they operated a 
She charged that the attacks were 
resumed there and that she had 
stabbed him in self-defense. 


Chicago, July 1. 
Local offices of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists have taken 
into cognizance the problem of rap- 
idly Conse- 
quently, local president Jack Irving 
has summoned a special meeting of 
the board of directors for Monday 
(9) to discuss ways and means of 
meeting the situation, for while liv- 
ing costs have risen sharply in the 
wake of the defense activities, per- 
formers’ salaries have remained on a 
level established months ago. 

It is likely that the AGVA may 
ready a new minimum wage scale 
for performers in this territery. This 
will work to an added benefit for 
performers who have already re- 
ceived a boost in salary minimum 
since the induction of Irving as chief 
of AGVA activities here. 

Since Irving took office the mini- 
mum of $20 for chorus girls and $25 
for principals has been eliminated 


rising living costs. 











IN SLAYING OF MATE) 


Burley Strippers in 


That Feature Doffers; A 


Middle of Feud 


In Philly Between Hirst and Niteries 





Frisco Lindy’s Bows 
Anew as Deauville 





San Francisco, July 1. 

Lindy’s, which folded recently, has 
reopened as the Deauville. Backer 
is J. J. Canham, auditor for the T7- 
Up company here, who secured use 
of the Deauville tag from Frank 
DeGoff, currently operating Streets 
of Paris. 

Present setup has a nut of $1,400 
a week and can do about $1,500, 
main idea being to ride along pend- 
ing $5,000 renovation to permit book- 
jing of floor shows. Canham has a 
10-year lease and plans call for turn- 
ing the spot into downtown com- 


way to the Stars. 





DET. SAYS OF 
STRIPPERS 


Detroit, July 1. 

Unless they can dance, strip- 
teasers are banned from. Dsetroii’s 
niteries. Clamp was put on the 
peelers by Sergt. Joseph Kollar, 
police censor, who said that too many 
beefs had been received of ‘raw stuff 
working in close proximity to au- 
diences.’ 

His ruling was that the cafe nud- 
ists could appear ‘if they’re barely 
able to keep time to the music. 
they’ve got to dance. I don’t care if 
it’s interpretative stuff that goes 
back to Solomon, they’ve got to do 
something besides undress. They 
can’t get by here any more with just 
a beautiful body and no talent.’ 

Kollar said he wanted no repetition 
in Detroit ‘of conditions in St. Louis,’ 
and said that the edict 
for the strippers to keep on the 
brassieres. Rules are less strict in 
the burley houses, it was conceded, 
since people know what they’re £0- 
ifig in to see and the act is ‘more 
remote from the audience.’ 

The ban on the nitery peelers also 
revealed that five girls have been 
banned from many further .appear- 





ances in the burlesque houses. How- | 
| ever, Kollar put a squelch on the re- 
lease of their names, declaring that 
while they never could come in 
| Detroit again, ‘we don’t intend to 


| keep them from making a living else- | 


| where.’ All five were said to have 
| been a>constant headache because 


| they took their peeling art too seri- | 
night club. | 


ously and went the limit. The rule 
|also has called for a few more drap- 
|eries on some of the lines working 
here. 


Chicago AGVA Seeks to Boost Wages 
Of Performers to Meet Rising Costs 


entirely and a graduated scale plan 
| instituted, giving chorus girls a mini- 
| mum of $30 and principals $35 in the 
| lowest or Class C spots, while prin- 
| cipals get at least $50 in Class B and 
$60 in Class A niteries. 


Toledo Gambling Spot 
Seeks Nitery Permit 


Toledo, O., July 1. 

The Club Devon, former gambling 
|house constructed after Lucas 
|County Sheriff Charles L. Hennessy 
ordered gambling places on the 
i Dixie Highway closed may be con- 
verted into a night club. 

Glen Karcher, Toledo, has applied 
by the Ohio Liquor Department for 
a night club permit, stating he has 
been in business at the Devon since 
April 25, and had been granted a 
‘restaurant permit. 














— 


petish for the Bal Tabarin and Stair- | 


But | 


also called | 


Philadelphia, July 1. 

Izzy Hirst, operator of the Troca- 
dero oburlesker, is campaigning 
against niteries that feature strip- 
pers. Chief target of Hirst’s cam- 
paign is Carroll’s, Walnut street 
cabaret, run by Stanley Carroll. 

Henceforth no peeler who sheds 
at Carroll’s or any other so-called 
‘burlesque night club’ will find work 
at the Troc or any of the theatres 
which Hirst controls. This means 
26 houses, as Hirst is head of a wheel 
of 13 burley theatres in the east and 
has recently consummated a pooling 
deal with the Midwest circuit, which 
also has 13 theatres. Loss of a po- 
tential 26 weeks’ work each year 
|has made many topnotch strippers 
| hesitate before taking a job at Car- 
iroll’s or the other spots in town. 
The feud came to a head last week 
; when Crystal Ames, penciled im for 
la couple of weeks a) Carroll's, can- 
celed when she heard of Hirst’s 
ukase. She then went to work at 
the Troc. 

Carroll Squawks 

Carroll squawked to the American 
Guild of Variety Artists about the 
cancellation. Dick Mayo, AGVA 
business agent, ordered Miss Ames 
placed on the unfair list. The dance 
team of Jones and Faye, booked at 
the Troc, walked out rather than 
play on the same bill with Miss 
Ames. 

Among those who have played 
Carroll’s recently and are skedded 
to get the silent treatment from 
Hirst are Maxine DeShon, Lois De- 
| Fee and Dixie Su:jivan. 

The strippers claim they’re in the 
middle in the Hirst-nitery squabble. 
Most of the burley theatres are shut- 
tered in the summer and they can 
,0nly find work in the cafe spots. If 
; they do take a booking, they find 
| themselves on the receiving end of 
the silent boycott of the Hirst chain, 
| And now the union. 

Carroll, meanwhile, is skedded to 
appear before the State Liquor 
Board today (1) to show cause why 
his license shouldn’t be revoked, 
His spot is charged with improper 
entertainment, insufficient illumina- 
tion, allowing entertainers to mix 
| with customers, improper advertis- 
ing, Sunday liquor sales and allow- 
ing dancing and entertainment to 
continue after legal closing hours. 

Hirst Back in A. C. 
Philadelphia, July 1. 

Izzy Hirst is again operating the 
| Globe, Atlantic City, with burlesque 
this summer. Using a stock troupe 
with changes weekly in strip prin- 
ciples and comics, season got under- 
| way last week (24) with ‘Shorty’ Mc- 














| Allister and ’Stinky’ Fields in the top 
| spot. Jack Beck, from Allentown, 
| Pa., again back as house manager. 

| Troc here, break-in house for the 
| Hirst wheel, also goes stock for the 
| summer. 


‘Service Skows Create 
| N. 0. Talent Dearth 


New Orleans, July 1. 

Local entertainers on the move to 
| bring some diverting moments to the 
| soldiers in the surrounding army 
| camps and air bases is held the rea- 
son for the dearth of talent in the 
French Quarter night spots. 

| Many of the acts left their jobs to 
|tour the camps and play niteries 
|near the training bases. 


| 
| 


| Chester Hale to Stage 
Arena Mgrs.’ Ice Show 


Chester Hale has been engaged to 
stage the new ice show, succeeding 


the currently-touring ‘Icecapades,” 
for the Arena Managers. Assn., 
headed by John Harris. Presenta- 


tion will go into rehearsal July 26 
in Atlantic City, where ‘Icecapades’ 
closes the preceding night. 

After four weeks’ rehearsal, the 
new show will play two performe- 
'ances in Atlantic City, then go to 
| Dallas for the start of a season's 
| tour. 








Hale, Inc., Dissolves 

Albany, N. Y., July 1. 
| Chester Hale, Inc., New York, has 
| been dissolved, according to papers 
| filed with the secretary of state in 
| Albany by New York City Attorney 
! Abner Goldston. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued f 


LOG CABIN 


Brown’s band a heavy click at this 
roadside spot some 
New York. Brown and his rising 
outfit began their upward trek at the. 
Theatre Cafe, Chicago, through the 











latter part of the winter, and before! 
starting here about a week ago went 
through a stretch at the Srand| 


theatre, New York. 

A crack, flexible unit composed of 
six brass, four saxes, four rhythm, 
Brown's bunch seems headed for 
big money. It has all the necessary, 
requirements; a clean playing group, 
of instrumentalists that boasts sev-| 
eral standout men, a seemingly in-| 
exhaustible wealth of push and drive, 
which makes itself felt in even the 
sweeter tempoes, and good dancing 
rhythm at any speed. Leader him- 
self plays alto sax. He's almost 
always taking an active hand, align- 
ing his instrument with the other, 
four to fill out that section and coun-| 
terbalance the six brass, which are 
split evenly. 

Singers keep pace. 
a recent addition, sells a song, par- 
ticularly novelties, in smart fashion 
and is a decided decoration on a 
bandstand. Ralph Young, from! 
Tommy Reynold’s orch, gets his stuff 
off much in the manner of Russ Co-} 
lumbo, but is not affected by any! 
thoughts of imitation. His ballads! 
help immensely. Abe Moast, who 
plays a world of clarinet, occasion- | 
ally chimes in with Miss Bonney on 
vocals such as ‘Hut-Sut Song.’ 

Broadcasts and a continuation of’ 
the solid records Brown has been 
turning out, plus time, should put} 
his band in a major position. Wood. 


Betty Bonney,! 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 





Cleveland, June 21. | 

Rolf Passer, Glen Pope, Marina, 

Caroline Rhodes, Sloan and Gary,. 
Sammy Watkins’ Orch. 


Due to dearth of entertainment in 


town’s night spots, the majority of | 


which have dropped floor shows for 
the equatorial months, the Hollen- 
den’s Vogue Room is experimenting | 
with four-week runs for its unit! 
revues. In the current case of Rolf 
Passer, Glen Pope and Marina, 


40 miles from’! 


' tralto, 


| 
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a lift to a bill that’s somewhat too 
long and draggy in middle, caused by 
‘necessary planting of mind-reading 
act. Sammy Watkins’ crew holding 
up as strongly on seventh months, 
but leaving soon. Pullen. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Russell Swann, Nino and Lenore, 
Virginia Ramos, Elisse, Bali-Lovelies 
(6), Allen Fielding Orch (8), Juani- 
ta’s Rhumba Band (6); no cover or 
minimum. 








The Freres Kaliner are keeping 
their air-cooled ‘tropical’ club open 
all summer, though they’re cutting 
down on the talent nut for the dura- 
tion. 

Russell Swan combines his deft 
legerdemain with clever, sophisti- 
cated patter to make his turn a nice 
hunk of entertainment. Swann m.c:.s, 
piloting the acts in a smooth, suave 
manner. 

Virginia Ramos, a_ south-of-the- 
border looker with an excellent con- 
is rather pleasing, while 
warbling a string of Latin tunes, in- 
cluding ‘Siboney,’ ‘Amapola’ (in the 
original Italian), ‘Cielita Linda’ and 
others. 

Nino and Lenore lead the line of 
Bali-Lovelies in the congarhumba 
routines, also doing two solo turns of 
Latin-American and Spanish folk 
dances. Elisse steps out of the line 
for a Mexican shawl dance. Neither 
is out of the ordinary. 

Juanita’s rhumba sextet winds up 
a 10-month engagement this week, 
opening at the Hotel President in At- 
lantic City over July 4. The aggre- 
gation has built up a following 
among the rhumba addicts in town. 

Allen Fielding’s band continues ‘to 
dish out the dance rhythmics, while 
backing the floor show handily. 

Room was about. three-fourths 
filled at catching (supper show, Fri- 
day). Shal. 


TOURBILLION, B. A. 


Buenos Aires, June 24. 
Refurbishing of this society spot, 
tocated in the Hotel Alvear Palace, 
No. 1 B. A. hostelry, both with new 
decorations, new entertainment and 
new type of service, seems to have 








magico telepathists, who started the 
policy, it’s been a surefire stunt. 
Trio is a slow-builder as a brain- 
teaser novelty, but word-of-mouth 
publicity showed results in a profit- 


able second week that lured in re-| 
peaters and a cargo of curiosity-| 


seekers who don’t as a rule frequent 
the night-boxes. 


caught on both with Argentines and 
|the international set, who comprise 
}the bulk of all nitery business in 
| this cosmopolitan metropolis. 

| Despite demand from the U. S. 
crowd, spot continues the South 
American system of offering an 
;} array of bands and featured singers, 
; but nothing else by way of divertise- 
|} ment, reasoning that those who want 


spelling out the words phonetically, 
}as do many of the crooners here. 
|Rolero Pan-Americana, which han- 
|dles the Cuban and Brazilian music, 
is owned and trained by Stewart 
and features Ismar Guimaraes, a 
Brazilian, plus Stewart’s long-time 
tenor sax, Alfred Candurra. ‘Agua- 
rela Brasileira’ and ‘Allah-la-O,’ a 
march, get the most palm-warming 
in this division. 

Tourbillion, done up in _ classic 
style with rich royal red and cream 
decorations, is probably the most 
expensive spot in B. A., offering din- 
ner at seven pesos ($1.75 U. S.), 
which is terrific cash for food in this 
low-cost eating town. Spot now 

, operates only on Thursday and Sat- 
urday nights, but may unshutter for 

'other evenings if biz en ~~ 
ay. 


WALNUT ROOM, CHI 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 








Chicago, June 29. 
Jimmy Joy Orch (11) with Betty 
Burns, Maurice and Maryea, Jane 
Hadley Dancers (6). 


This has always been a staid, quiet 
little room where the jitterbug is an 
unaccustomed visitor, where the 
wine seldom pops and the general 
tone is for the home-folk and not 
much squandering of sugar. The 
operating cost is kept at a minimum 
and the only attraction is the band. 
The floor show has to be looked 
for quickly, or the customer will 
miss it entirely. 

Current layout consists of a line 
of six girls doing two numbers and 
a simple little ballroom dance team. 
It’s pleasant enough, but completely 
without boxoffice appeal or meaning. 
The Jane Hadley Dancers are nicely 
and quietly costumed, and they turn 
in simple routines which lean sharp- 
ly towards the ‘cute and sweet.’ 
Maurice and Maryea make a good 
appearance and this audience found 
their ballroom dance work satisfy- 
ing. 

Jimmy Joy orchestra indicates that 
the room is in for one of its top 
money sessions. Joy has had quite 
a moniker for Chicagoans though 
pretty much of a stranger in town, 
and it appears that he will garner 
plenty of customers here. 

And that is as it should be for the 
Joy orchestra is neat in this room, 
purveying the type of music all 
types of customers like. Band is 
balanced well and hits it out neatly 
on all kinds of tempo. : 

Joy does a great job of handling 
the saxophone for specialties, does 
the m. c. duties on the floor show 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of July 1, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Reappearances feature this week’s bill at the Palace with the Six Brown 
Bros. back for their first Broadway vaudeville showing after a long stay 
with Fred Stone’s ‘Tip Top.’ Florence Moore is also at the Palace for the 
first time since embarking on a musical comedy career. John Steel held 
over and another musical comedy entry makes for a ritzy bill that breezed 
through to about three-quarters of a houseful Monday night. 

Steel repeated his triumph of last week, tenoring his way to ambitious 
heights and singing as long as there was a demand, which ran his score up 
to about eight numbers. His delivery, techmique and showmanship, not to 
speak of appearance and voice, establish him as a feature for vaudeville 
as long as he wishes to stay. He was in fifth position, which showed ex- 
cellent judgment on the layout, for down lower on the bill the act follow- 
ing would have been sacrificed. 

Stan Stanley, after a year’s absence, was back in his former audience 
turn just ahead of Steel. Stanley seems to have fully recovered his health 
and looks pounds heavier. The act remains the same, with May Stanley 
more prominent, she having developed into quite an asset in addition to 
adding oceans of class in a red, short-skirted costume in which she looked 
ravishing. The former king of the trampoline is handling talk as to the 
manner born, but should freshen up some of the crossfire used after he 
ascends the stage. He amnounced his return and gratification with the 
results in a brief speech. 

‘Flashes’ closed the first half in bangup style, mainly through the efforts 
of Doc Baker, Polly Walker and the Piersons, a pair of nifty steppers who 
stopped the act on one dccasion with a double eccentric routine. The house 
couldn’t get enough of Polly, who looked like money from home. Polly 
was turned out during one of nature’s happiest moments, and in addition 
ean sing and dance gracefully. She is an ideal ingenue for the little mu- 
sical revue. 

Second after intermission, Six Brown Bros. scored a comedy and musical 
hit with their playing. The turn remains practically the same in construc- 
tion as when last seen in the two-a-day houses, with Tom Brown handling 
the pantomimic lead stuff in blackface, with the five others in harlequin 
eostumes and clown makeups. They are the same sterling musicians, with 
the same sure assortment of musical comedy and popular song melodies 
that left the varieties for the legit attractions. The vaudeville engagement 
was possible on account of the early closing of the Stone show his summer. 

Florence Moore opened the last half. Miss Moore has her act in.shape 
now and has injected some ad lib stuff that sounds fresh and original. She 
is working faster and getting her nut stuff over without any lulls. A brief 
dance in ‘one’ was substituted for the ‘Ha Ha He He’ song of Sam Mayo’s, 
but the song was rung in later, when another encore was demanded. Miss 
Moore announces in a speech that she purchased the American rights from 
Mayo, but is still silent as to the origin of the former Alice Lloyd standard, 
‘Did Your First Wife Ever Do That?’, also used in the act. She scored 





a ern 


and generally keeps things moving 
excellently. He has Betty Burns as 
femme vocalist and she is in keep- 
ing with the general aspect of the 
orchestra, easy to listen to at all 
times. 

Current ride of the WGN-Mutual 
wires from this location should aid 


Joy’s b.o. Gold. acrobatic stuff. 


strongly Monday night, being forced to two encores and a speech that was 
one of the funniest contributions of the evening. 

Garcinetti Bros., in trampoline acrobatics and hat juggling, made an in- 
teresting opening turn with Rolls and Royce in their first Palace appear- 
ance, scoring a distinct impression second with some nifty stepping. This 
pair worked as hard as Dempsey did this week and deserved the generous 
receipts accorded. The hoofing included eccentric waltz clog, buck and 
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What Passer, from Vienna, does in| shows will have to go to cabarets of 


locating hidden pins executing | : 

’ the type of the Ta-Ba-Ris, and that 
secret orders of customers and ap-| c i > 
parently reading their oe ae | anyway, the cost of a show license 


is} so a: 
is eight times greater than 
actually a revamped version of an| Ale aed ~ ead — < 


old-time magic act. Modern gen-| i 
ah Phones: ‘ 4 op band is Bob Stewart, Argen- 
ooo goes nuts trying to figure | tine-born of Australian descent, who 
“ se | makes 
Holding on to sensitive wrist and | — in 5 gh Raggy mg — 
pulse of Marina, hi¢ exotic-looking | qles the accordion and warbles some 
a eee ghee makes! of the swingier jive. His outfit is 
r er melodramatic entrance in! t 
the European manner. Hokey tin ,one of the smoothest of the U. S.- 


; ge t i i 
is forgotten when he goes into action, | eo A Dee ee eek Oe 


turning cut lights, moving napkins, | the music, but in the way it’s piayed 
plates, and performing gags pre-| Band can best be ieoevtned A pelos 
arranged by clients and the m.c.| somewhat like Eddy Duchin’s espe- 
while Passer’s out of room. |cially when Mario Cesari lets go 
Tricks are amusing mystifiers, a| some Duchin-style pianology. Stew- 
bit on the uncannv side since there’s | art gets much the same-style crowd 
apparently no cocy or signals passed! as the Plaza in New York and there- 
between him and medium. If| fore the emulation is not misplaced. 
secrets a matter of muscular re-| Request number. slips are used 
flexes and pulse jumps, helper covers} spot being the only local one to em- 
up very smoothly. Throw-off is' ploy the device. It’s especially popu- 
Passer’s offer to take any gal from lar with the English crowd, fer 
‘audience as a medium. Using her, whose big dances Stewart used to 
to find hidden objects is his top| play before the war. Ray Noble’s 
ee : _. (‘Isola Bella,’ Cole Porter’s ‘Let’s Be 
e ope, a glib emcee, displays a mitt-| Buddies’ and ‘This Is the Beginning 
slic _Sleight-of-hand work. Al-| of the End’ are the current most- 
tte te Joes y.cd-cage and cigaret! requested tunes. 
feats for flash effect, his real forte is} Featured singer is Helen Jackson 
in coin-card legerdemaia, in which! Argentine born of U. S. descent, and 
the boy has a brilliant touch. | she does equally well with the torchy 
Carol Rhodes, a_ brunet canary | stuff and the ballads. Has a nice 
with more pulchritude than ordinary,| easy manner at the mike and is one 
pipes out ballads in a straight but!of the few local singers who can 
neatly appealing fashion. Also gives! hardle a number in English without 
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“The Female Paul Draper’? 


Club Royale, Detroit . 


Thanks to PHIL TYRRELL 








Just Completed 4th Return Engagement 
College Inn, Chicago 


“New dancing sensation . . . Chicago”—Herald-American. 
“.». terrific spins... wins top applause’—Detroit News. 


“. +. &@ most talented young dancer... with something new and 
different”—Detroit Times. 


‘ 





|many in the newness not only of | 





365 CLUB, FRISCO 


San Franeisco, June 26. 
‘Chicago Follies’ with Charles 
Fredericks, Zerly and Wiere, Bobby 
Belmont, Ted Waldman and Susie, 
Dorothy Byton Line (6), Joe Mar- 
cellino’s Orch (5). 


Best-knit, fastest-moving  floor- 
show seen here in some time debuted 
tonight (26) with opening of ‘Chi- 
cago Follies,” Dorothy Byton unit 
from the Windy City, booked by 
MCA. Secend only to 
Tabarin in the Frisco nitery picture, 
this third floor room operated by 
‘Bimbo’ (August Guintoli) is on the} 
intimate side. accommodating just| 
| under 300. Cozy atmosphere is a 
break for any act, but the new ‘Fol- 
lies’ unit can stand on its own any- 
where. 

Line, here from Chi’s College Inn, 
is well trained and opens with a fast 
routine, paving way for ‘Miss Chi- 
cago,’ femme half of Zerly and Wiere 
team, who sheds her name-banner as 
| her partner appears, alse displaying 
,;nude torso. Dame team is smooth 








the Bal’ 


[Bayonne] Whipple and [ Walter} Huston, third, in their allegorical con- 
ceit, ‘Shoes,’ did nicely. The man has an easy personality that is refresh- 
ing, with the girl foiling nicely. The act contains an idea which hasn't 
been beaten to death and makes a pleasant structure for the talents of the 
two principals. 

Muldoon, Franklyn & Rose held them in the closing spot with songs and 
dance doubles. Muldoon handles the vocalizing, which consists of intro- 
ductory songs for the different dances. The steppers are a graceful pair 
who will interest following all the dancing turns. A ‘tough’ double at the 
start contains a Frisco finish when the boy pushes the girl to her knees as 
he acknowledges the applause alone. His acrobatic jumping solo was the 
biggest applause winner of the routine. Con. 


T]|_N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up 


| Fefe’s Monte Carlo Beach club, 
| right next door to Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
supper club, is easily the prettiest 
room in New York. Decored by 
Franklin Hughes, who did the Cafe 
Pierre (also a Felix Ferry operation), 
it’s a warm, sunlit-appearing room, 
simulating a fashionable Riviera 
place with gay awnings and um- 














Mobile Units 


Continued from page 43 




















gals and a band. It will be pre- 
sented seven nights a week with 
weekly change. There will be two 
shows nightly at 6:30 and 8 p.m. 





Camp Pelk Show Set 
New Orleans, July 14 
The boys in khaki at Camp Polk, 





and as the flash is more nudity than} 
| Bimbo ordinarily goes in for, show| 
| gets off to a zingy start. Almost} 
| before they’re off, the line is back in| 
dazzling pink-and-green flourescent 
|} costumes, like of which localites 
|haven’t seen before. Gals carry| 
| flourescent puppets and when lights) 
go up Bobby Belmont is discovered | 
;on a portable stage with a puppet 
|}act. Town is flooded with ’em, but 
| the boy has several new twists, in- 
| cluding a clown that juggles. 
Charles Fredericks, baritone re- 
| putedly under five-year contract to 
the Shuberts, half-ways with three 
numbers. Voice is okay; he’s a 
|}handsome,  broad-shouldered lad. 
Selection of numbers is poor, how- 
ever, “Glory Road’ making for good 
stage exhibition but meaning little in 
a nitery. Line works in toward the 
end, with another change. 

Zerly and Wiere, in lavender gown 
and tails, return for a slick routine, 
tagged by blackface harmonica of 
Ted Waldman, line returning in new 
outfits at close. Gals work every 
number. Zarly and Wiere polish the 
works off with a soft-shoe jitterbug 
that’s plenty neat, with everybody on 
for the finish. Joe Marcellino’s orch 
gives excellent support and for dan- 
sapation the boys, having worked to- 
gether here for three years, get more 














out of five pieces than many do out 
of 10. Wern, 


brellas. It’s intime, seats only about 
100, with John Kirby’s ‘biggest little 
band’ giving out spirited rhythms. 
Lulie Jean, an NBC sustaining song- 
stress and a nice personality, in the 
class cafe manner, dispenses the 
vocal interludes, But the room is 
the prime draw. Open from lunch- 
eon through cocktails, dinner and 
supper, it’s not cheap. There’s a 
$1.50 cocktail minimum and $2.50 at’ 
supper. Again Gene Cavallero, boni- 
face of the Colony restaurant, is part- 
nered with Fefe Ferry in the ven- 
ture. Abel. 


Leesville, La., will see four per- 
formances of ‘Broadway on Wheels’ 
entertainment July 6, 7 and 8. For 
many of the Louisiana boys it will 
be the first time they have seen a 
big production, quite a number of 
them hailing from the bayou areas 
and small towns far from the big 
centers. 

From Camp Polk, the show will 
move over to Camps Claiborne and 
Livingston near Alexandria, La., and 
later to the Naval Air station at 
Pensacola. 

















FRANK PAYNE 


America’s Youngest Star of Mimicry 


Personal Management 


DAVID P. O’MALLEY 














fn ate Matai mealies HCL 











7 
. 
. 
> 
a 
a 








ee Lae 


a" ee" 


en een 


ae 


ee eee se 








Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


LARIETY 


45 








Variety Bills 





WEEK JULY 4 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 
show, whether full or split week. 


Opening day of 











Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 

Will Bradley Orc 

Danny Kaye 


Ames & Arno 
Billingtons 

State Lake (4) 
Harry Richman 


MIAMI 
Jane Froman 
Virginia Austin wrt (4) 
CHICAGO Hector Co 


Donette De Tys 
Ken Whitmer 
Lew Hoffman 


Chicago (4) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Paul Winchell 








Warner 








PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (4) 
Andrews Sis 
Gene Krupa Ore 
| Pat llenning 
(24) 


NEW YORK CITY | 

Strand (4) | 
Cab Calleway Ore 
Avis Andrewa 
Moke & Poke 
Oho Eason 





Conon Club Co le ‘razy with Heat 
2%) | Willie Howard 
Guy Lombardo Ore Sylvia Froos 
Bernards Co | Betty Kean 
ooo ewes | Peggy & Moro 
Vv owan j ms acaaal 
PHILADELPHIA WASHINGTON 
Karle (4) Earle (4) 
Rochester Roxvettes 
Dick Stabile Orc | Gloria Grant 
Gracie Barrie |! Nellie Arnaut Co 


Walton & O'Rourke Gil Lamb Co 
Kitty Murray Sibyl Bowan 
Ruby Ring | (27) 
(27) | Rochester 
| Dick Stabile Ore 
| Gracie Barrie 
| Walton & O'Rourke 
(Kitty Murray 


Andrews Fis 

Joe Venuti Ore 
Joey Rardin 
Deval, Merie & L 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 


Capitel (3) 


mente (3) Rhythm Rockets 
Park & Clifford 8 Dancing Boys 
Cardini Ben Yost Co 
Bara Anh MeCabe Skeie ie Pumas 
Smith & Dale | Joe Besser 


Carmen Amaya Bill Coyle 





Independent | 





NEW YORK CITY , (4) 
Music Hall (3) (3 Sailors 

Hermanos Williams | BALTIMORE 

Gloria Gilbert | State * (6-9) 


| Martin Bros & F 
| Vox & Denning 
| Bud Sweeney 
|6 Vocalettes 

3 


Briants 

June Forrest 
Earl Wrightson 
Hilda Eckler 
Jerome Andrews 
Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 


| Bobby 


Larry 


Jovee Co 
Collins 


Glee Club | Jay Palmer Co 

Erno Rapee Syimph (One to fill) 
Roxy (¢) | CAMDEN 

Major Bowes Co | AMDE! 
Apollo (4) Towers (4-6) 


Martinelli 


Canada Tee 


Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 

Chateau Moderne 
Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 


Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack Whtte 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Cor.chita 
Anita Dillon 
Ann Paige 
Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 
Club Gaucho 


Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Cora & Irene's 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 3 
Famous Door 
Sylvan Green Orc 
Val Irving 
Olive Fay 
Dixie Roberts 
Gibsons 
Bea Kalmus 
3 Heat Waves 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Aida Rodriguez 
Fay Torres 
Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 
Hickory House 
Bill Turner Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
talph Rotgers Ore 
Conni® Haines 
Pied Pipers 
Frank Sinatra 
Buddy Rich 
Ziggy Elman 


Hotel Belmont 


Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 
John Hubert 


Belmont 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Adrina Otero 


Eleanor Knight 
Don Carlo 
Sam Amarosi 


Eleanore Knight 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 


Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 





Blanch Calloway © | Rae & Harrison — 
Willie Brvant | Helene Denizon Co 
Troy Brown | (Two to fil) 
Baron Lee | FREEPORT 
AKRON | Freeport (4 only) 
Palace (4-7) |Phillics & Hall 
Ted Lewis Ore © & K Keane 
Snowball Whittier Fee gy 
LeAhn Sis (iwo to A 
Jean Blanche | LONG ISLAND 
Kay, Katya & K | Jones Beach (3-5) 

‘ i cmmerw 1Boe0do Howara 
ATLANTIC CITY | RBelitt & Eng Bros 
Hamid’s Pier (6) | 3 Wiles 
Dick Rogers Orc Woedside Park 
Sally Rand | (4 only) 
Adrian Rollini 3 Martin Bros & F 

Carroll & Howe Fenwick & Cook 
Jack McCoy iA & M Havel 
Andrew DeWalt Co | PHILADELPHIA 
4 Co-Eds Carman (4) 
Steel Pier (3) Carol King 
Gae Foster Gls | Phvlis Colt 
West & McGinty | Wells & 4 Fays 
Christiani Tr | PITMAN 
Sharkey | Bway (5 only) 
Gautier Co | Martin Bros & F 
Bobby Morris ; Fenwick & Cook 
Richard Dana | Bud Sweeney 
Pinky Lee 16 Vocalettes 
Ryan & Benson WILLOW GROVE | 
Ben Yost Co Willow Grove Park | 
(6) (6 only) | 
Goodrich & Nelson | Bobby Joyce Co 
Dinah Shore Larry Collins | 
Fee J Hubert {Fenwick & Cook 
(7-11) |A & M Havel 
Charlie Barnett Orc|} Wells & 4 Fays 
(4-5) } (4 only) 
Sammy Kave Orc Ray & Arthur | 
(6 only) Morey & Eaton 
Benny Goodman O | Bud Sweeney 
(4-6) 16 Vocalettes 


4 Inkspots (One fill) 


Cabaret Bills 


to 











NEW YORK CITY 
Armando's Lulu Bates 
Geo Morris Ore Fred Bishop 


Pedrito Ore 
Julie Holt 
Zombie 
Dick D'Amico Ore 
Chavez Ore 
Carmen D'Antonilo 
Toy & Wing 
Wynn Murray 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylivio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica 
Peggy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Dorothy Allen 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 


Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Ellis 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 
James Copp, III 

Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Allen Ore 








| Henry 


Johnny Messner O 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Oreo 

Meymo Holt 


Napua 
Leilani Ieea 
Nani. Todd 


Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 

Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 


Arturo Arturos Orc 
Wendy Bishop 


Hotel New Yorker | 


Johnny Long Orc 
Helen Young 
Bob Houston 
Paul Harmon 
Belita 
Anne Haroldon 
Peter Killam 
Phil Hiser 
Ice Ballet 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jose Dominguez UO 
Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Chiquito Ore 
Paul Haakon 


Balladeers | B art 


Maxine Kisor 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Jose Morand Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Howard Lally Ore 
Peggy Fears 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbrig 
Bill Dillard 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 

Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 


ht 


' 
|Senia Karavaeft 


Michel 
Mishi 


Michon 
Uzdanofft 


Arjsiak Arafelova 


Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 


| Haywood & Allen 


Eddie Mayehoft 
Betty Bryant 


| 
Stork Club 


| Sonny 
| Ray 








Kendis Ore 
Bensun Ore 


| Emile Hensel 


Versailles 

N Brandwynne Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Joan Merrill 
George Church 
Doris 

Village Barn 
Gene Austin Ore 
Sherrill Sis 
Zeb Carver 
Bud Sweeney 
Don & Ruth 
Pappy Below 
Roberta Welch 


Lane 


LOS ANGELES 


Bar of Music 
3ill Jordan 
George Kent 
Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 

Biltmore Bow! 


Jimmy Castle 

Royal Guards 

Dorothy Brandon 

Armand & Lita 

3 Dee's 

Chuck Foster Oro 
Casa Manana 


Miller Bros & Lois 
Jimmie Lunceford O 
Cocoanut Grove 

Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Jimmy Brierly 

Mitchell Leisen Rev 

Freddie Martin Orc 
Earl Carroll 

Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 





Helen O'Hara 


Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Orc 
Macambo Cafe 

Mocambo 


Humbertos Bd 

Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 

Abe Lyman Ore 
Paris Inn 

Kenny Henrvson 

Marg’rite & M’rtnez 

Henry Monet 

Chief Eagle Feather 

Patsy Brittain 

Herman Lopez 

Fred & Jerry 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 

Art Wenzel 

Henry Grant 

Gaby La Fitte 

Shadrack Boys 

Marjorie Raymond 





i 


Edgewater Beach 
otel 


(Beach Walk) 
tuss Morgan Ore 
*hyliss Lynn 
Marieils 


| Mignon 





| 


Walter Donohue 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gt 
iierb Foote 

885 Club 
& Morris 
Bergen 


Rogers 
Jerry 


| Joan Hope 
|; Raul & 
: Julio 


Rose Marie 

Garcia Orc 
Giraemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 

Dirge Bell Ore 

Thelma litchell 

Hi Hat 

Fifl D’Orsay 

Emile Boreo 

Doris DuPont 

Andree Andrea 

Lonette Sis 

Virg Vaughan 


J Manzaneres Ore 


Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Ivanhoe 


Florence Sechubert 
Al Trace Ore 


| folly Swanson 
| Vierra Hawaiians 


; 





| 





Helen Sumner 

1’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Fifi de Villerie 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Edna Sellers 
Isobel de Marco 
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Ann Barrett 
Senny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdes 
Dean Murphy 
Evelyn Tyner 
H Williains, 3 
Hurricane 
Dick Saiterfield Orc 
Chiquito Ore 
Kareen Cooper 
Billy Vine 
Honeychile Wilder 
April Ames 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
4 Co-Eds 
Jack Lane Co 
Nola Day 
Danny White 
}Collette & Deane 
Robbins Bros & M 
Kelly's Stable 
Hot 
Lillie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
Stuff Smith 
King Cole Trio 
La Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & JT.ou Seiler 
Lazara & Casteil'os 
Nina Orla 
La Martinique 
(West End, N. J.) 
EFddie Oliver Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
' Adrienne 
Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Orc 
Bela Hizony 
Rudi Timfield 
Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Kddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Fane Players 
‘lay Bryson 
' ara Perry 
{Sherry Britton 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
+ Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
|Art Tubertini 


Queen Mary 


} 

} 

| 

| Roy Stewart Ore 
\Sctmt re Night 
| 
' 
} 
j 








Kimi Toye 
|Ginger Weyne 
Kainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Rainbow 
; Barry Winton 
| Sigrid Lassen 
i}Clemente Ore 
' 
| 
i 


Room 
Ore 





| Mayla 

Russell Swann 
|}Aaron & Glancz 
|} Julian & Marjori 
Riviera 
| (Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho 
|Fausto Curbello 
iCross & Dunn 
j'Terry Lawlor 
Georges & Jalna 
Lane Bros 

Ches Hale Gls 


Ore 


OQ 


Joe White Orc 
Henry Marko 
Ilelen -Fox 
Mildred Kay 


Ruth Gallagher 
(hester Nelson 
Russell Hird 

Pat Bonneit 

Edith Roark 

Ross Fenton Farm .; 
(Asbury Pk, N. J.) | 


M Pergere Ore 
Columbus & C 
Carole & Sherod 
Sally Gay 
Ruban Bleu 
Edwin Matthews 
Vera Sanoft 





Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroft Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 





Lips Page Ore | 


Edith BRoark’s Club) Art 


arroll | 


Think-D’'k Hoffman 
Gene Shelton 
Barney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 
Buster Shaver 

6 Debonairs 

Beryl Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
Lillian Tours 

NTG Anniversary 
Joe Kirk 

Jerry Kruger 

Fred Scott 

Don Eddy 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Ore 
Charlie Foy's Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 

Jerry Lester 

| acto Calvert 

| Marian Manners 

| ted Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

| Neville Fleeron 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Carlyle 

Grace Hayes 

Mary Reilly 

Sylvia Fieiding 
Mavis Mims 

Inecita 

House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 





Chet Record 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 

Four Tones 

3 Chocolateers 

Lovey Lane 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 

Scheherazade Cafe 

Richard Smart 

Yascha Borowski 

Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Lilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 
Charlie Openui 
Bobby Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Sid Tomick 
Reis Bros 
Benny Lessry 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 

Joe Oakie 

Al Bard Orc 


Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 
Swanne Inn 





Slim & Slam 








Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Ruth Craven 
McKays 


Ray English 


Club Bali 


Alan Fielding Ore 


; Bali-lovelies 


Vivvinia Ramos 
Nino & Lenora 
Michael Amador 
Russe!l Swann 
Ben Franklin 
Frederico & Rankin 
Ralph Eastwood 
Leo Zolle Ore 
Leonora Sola 
Pauline & Bob 
Castaine & Barrle 
Nirma Cordova 
Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 
Birmingham Orc 
Jean & R Carney 
Ford Mason 
Jerry Gordon 
Gallagher & Rush 
Ralph Brown 
Rekoma & Loretta 
Joe Gordon 
Cadillac Tavera 


Harry Dobbs Ore 
Cadillac 








ABNER J. 





Via: 





Presents 


WESSON BROS. 


3rd Week—Roxy, N. Y. 
| ALSO 
Return Engagement In 


6 WEEKS 


| EARLE THEATRE, 
| Opening July lith 


MARK J. LEDDY 


GRESHLER 


WASHINGTON 














Raftone Sis 
| Hal Chanslor 


|} Jean Newnier 


Ambassador Hotol 

(Pump Room) 

Val an Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Ore 


Om 


‘Jimmy Joy 
| Betty Burns 
| Maurice & Maryea 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Blackhawk 


Jarrett Ore 

}(Chris Cross 

| Robinson Twins 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Eddie White Orc 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

2 Niblies 

Peggy Lester 

Lois LaChance 
Lob Billings 


} 


' 


| Broadmont 
|Wally Rand 

| LaVerne Dane 

| Betty Coeds 

| Anita Page 

| June Darling 

Gwen Baucher 

| Charlotte Buckley 
Saily Barr 

Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Brown Derby 


Norris 
Blair 


| Harriet 
Cecelia 


| Pat Lordier 


| CHICAGO 


| Savage 
| Edith 





Charlie Evans 
Trianon 
Leighton Noble 

Wilshire Bowl 
Darryl Harpra Ore 


Romona Hughes 
Joe Franks 
Trio 
Mitchell 
Marsha DeLand 
Joan O'Shea 
Mary Grant 
Ethel Brown 
Mickey Dunn 
Advocates 
Sammy Fr 
Capitol Lounge 
4 Mills Bros 
Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Milton Berle 
Jansleys 
Raquel & Tarriba 
Ben Yost Singers 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gle 
Colosimos 


Frank Quatrell 
Gale 
Renee Villon 
Rose Perfect 
Yvette Dare 
Bobby Danders 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 


Del Shore 


Ore 


IscO 


Ore 


Eddie Danders Orc 


Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Bob Grant Orc 
Hildegarde 


Sally Osborne 


|Dimas & Anita 


2 Dukes & Duchess 
| Lucitie Rand 

| Hienrique & Adri’ne 
Carroll's 


|Chanie Gainest Ore Helen 


| Dixie Sullivan 

| Charlotte Vogue 
Al Farr 

| Harry Rose 
Bobby Vail 


Carrollettes 
| 


| Ray 
| Cynthia 
| Dorothy 


| Annie 


| 


| Dave 


Jack Shaw 

Wilma 

Cedarw’d Log Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

O'Day 

Evans 

Lawrence 

Jean Graham 

Gustie 

Carole Dale 

Patricia Lawrence 

Frances Williams 

Di Pinto's 


Steiner 


| hay Carlton 
| Eddie King Ore 


Orc} 


| Susan 
{Allida & 
| Johnny 


| 
| 
| 


} Beth 


} 


Embassy 
Lang 
Chico 
Parrish 
«(Chiquita 
Carlos Reyes Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Laura Kellogg 
Rancheros 
Challis 


Nitza & HKavell 

Cynthia Hare 

| Vivian Vanee 

| Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Lecust 





tubbles She 


elby 
tose Feeney 

Kay Lavery 
King’s Swing Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Jackie Miils 
Mimi Kellerman 
Paul Duke 

Vera Neva 
Michael Sandina 
Kose Gallo 

Lou Morrison 
Neil Fontaine 


Jam Session 


Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


Payne & Gilbert 
Ada Lynne 
Mary Camp 
Kretlow Gls 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
lLoule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 
Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 


|Carlos Ramirez 


}% Pil 


| 


| 
| 


*~hmen 
Johnny Mack 
Inez Gonan 
Carmine Calhoun 
Pedro DeLeon Orc 
| Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


/ Gene Kerwin Ore 





Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 


Jimmy Dorsey Orc 

Byton Gls 

Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 

Tito Guizar 

Eddie LaBaron Orc 

Paul Sydell 

Evelyn Farney 

Eduard & Diane 

Pan-Am Dance 

Don Pedro Ore 

Milo Perez Ens 

666 Club 

Billy Carr 

Alyce Cerf 

teil von Dell 

Marion Kingsley 

Cleopatra 

June March 

| Diane Rowland 

| Jean Mode 

Sparklet Gls 

Nannette Carmen 


| Jimmy Ray 


Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 


| Sol Lake Ore 





Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hetel 
(Continental Room) 


Del Courtney Orc 


Villa Moderne 
Bob Strong Orc 
Villa Venice 
Rosita Ortega 
Poggi & Igor 
Tana 
Vanessa & Sandino 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Ted Adair 
Buzzonnie 
Rinaldi 
Aurette Sis 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mildred Kaye 
Agnes Barry 


Lido Venice 


| Rollino Trio 
| Wally Vernon 


Darlene 


| Elaine Ellis 


| 


| 


| Sally 


|; Marge & Carr 


pees Versee Orc 
Little Rathskeller 

Jackie Hill 

| Marian Powers 

Keith 


| De Lloyd McKay 
‘Spencer & Forman 


Leon Fields 


| Victor Hugo’s Ore 


| 


| 


Manoa Inn 


| Gene Tobin 


Caperettes 


| Gracie 


| Dot Garcy 


Steele 

Wade & Wade 

Casimiere Gls 

Dot Garcey 

| Edythe Sallade 

| Frank Cuneo Ore 

| Nancy Newell 
Minstrel] Tavern 

Cortez & Peggy 

Tony Callazo 

td MeGoldrick, Jr. 

Margie Rose March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 

Marriott 
Neil Dieghan’s 

Leonard Cooks 


| lee Rogers 


| Ray 


| Frank 


| 


| (Pennsauken, N. 


Chadwicks 

tush & Gallagher 
Havenaires (4) 
Ray Hottinger 
Reno 

Old Falls Tavern 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 

Frankie 
& Dale 
Carita 


Ore 


Open Door Cafe 
Helen Wilson 
Warren Phillips 
Sunny Ray 
Don & Doresse 
Irving Braslow Orc 

Park Casino 
Pk Casino 
lall 

Peacock Gardens 

(King -of-Prussia, 

Pa.) 
Sid Long 
Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 

Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
1 Golly Ore 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 

Red Hill Inn 


Cec 


Naki & Saki 

Frank Murtha 
Pepper Garat 
Pen Raymond 


Murray Ann 


Roman Grille 
Shandor & Margo 


| Doris Fields 
| Betty Scott 


| Rol Parker Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


University 3 


Showboat 


| Pellegrino Revue 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 

Rose Jovinelll 

Joe Compo 

Kustes Sis 

Young Sis (8) 
Myra Lee 

jonnie Waters 


Rontons Stars 
Lou Karns 
Margie Smith 
Billy Hamilton 
Ilarry Taylor 
Silver Fleet Inn 

Erma Lynn 
Betty Keenan 
Chic Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Harry Small 
Joe Scotty 


J.) | 





tichardson | 


| 
| 


Trou dors | 


Silver Lake fon 
Regina 
Geo Reed 
Eden Twins 
Alice Lucey 
Nadia & Sasha 
Frank Hesse! Ore 
Stamp’s 
Margie Drummond 
7 Cappy Barra Boys 
Jack Griffin 
Garvey 
Stamp Trio 
Joyettes 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Swan Clab 
Jerry Marcells 
Lola Claire 
Julia Cummings 
Mage & Carr 
Henry Patrick Ore 
20th Century 
Mike Pedecin 
Men of Rhythm 
Kenny Shaffer Trio 
Vieber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Pen Bannerman 


Alpine Village 
4 Sydneys 
Blondell Twins 
Gregory & Raymond 
Lob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otivo Thurn Ore 
fl Dumpe 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Freddie's Cafe 
Gayle Parker 
Ray Rogers 
Harriet Grant 
Paul & Thelma 
Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Orc 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Paldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambavsadors Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 


Bock-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs 
Bowery 
3 Ryan Bros 
Ella Logan 
Anita Sevilla 
Antonio de Cordoba 
Paddy Clift 
Tucker Key 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs 
Arden Danc 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Bernie Green 
Kitty Morrison 
Hughie O'Donnell 
Lee O'Donnell 
Lee Walter Ure 
Gorktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Agauette Ore 
Hund’'s 
3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
Chet Everhart 
Frank Whitman O 
Club Mar-Jo 
Panl Regan 
June Carson 
Dancing Dietricha 
Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon er 
Nebiolo’s 
Beth Farrell 
O'Donnel & Loyce 


Rev 


sal 








Dick Worthington 
Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Orc 
Northwood Inn 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Lray 


| 
'Tules Flaeco’s Ore 
| Maurine & Norva 
|Harry Robb 
Bobby Waling 
Vvette 
| Pumphandle Trio 
B Wells & 4 Faye 
ja Goldecker 
Jack Smith 
eee Carmino 
| Raths’r Elderadiang 
| Dave Pierson 
| Wilsen’s 


| Joe Hough 
Louis & Cherie 

| Lillian Caplin 
Rosso & DuVal 
2 Lucky Bucks 


'Geo Baquet Ore 
Art Mathews 
Carita 


| Yacht Club 
Gloria Mann 
Ed Gavin 
Audrey Joyce 
Pen Raymond 

| Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 


Hotel Hollenden 
Glover & LaMze 


Doraine & Elis. 
Bob Ripa 

Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 

Saminy Watkins O 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de I.ucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Haris Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
Ruth Farrantz 
Pat Jordan 
Don Walsh Ore 





DETROIT 


Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Melody Ambass'dore 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 
Palm Beach 
Tangini 
Dave Barnum 
Daro & Davis 
Diane Labont! 
Ramon & Loulise 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck'’s Redford ins 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 


Peter Higgins 

Alice Kavan 
Gillette & Richarde 
Mardoni & I.ouise 


Winnie Hoveler Gis 

Stan Norris Ore 
Statler Hotel 

Sande Williams Ore 


Maxine Tappan 
San Diego 
George Presne!! 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
The Tropics 
Betty Blair 
Jean Field 
Linda Bruce 
The Friars (3) 
Vincent Bragaile Ore 


Verne’'s 
Jack Morrison 
Miller & Millard 


Betty Blythe 

Harry Collet 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 

| Herman Fine 

Wonder Bar 

Consuella 

Hy Baron Ore 

Castrillos Or 


509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovann) 
Margo Good 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie H 
Olga Ray 
Horace Hout Ore 


Ore 











PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Morton Ore 

Deane 

Lodge 
Orc 


Hugh 
Maynard 
Arlington 
| Phil Cavezza 

Baleonasdes 
John Fontaine Orc 
Bill Green's 

Don Bestor Orc 
Penny Lee 
Jerry Scott 
Boogle-Woogie Club 
Boug Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Sidney & Ames 
Bernard 
Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 
Eddie Peyton's 
Marty Gregor Ore 
Marion Muller 
Ei Chico 
Frank Andrini 
Virginia Ramos 
Talavera Tr 
Hotel Fert Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Horry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Stan Rucker 4 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorotny Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Havdn 
Betty Donahoe 


(Continued 


Ore 


! 


, Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardene 

Revelers 

Sam Sweet 

Alice Sone 

Zelda 

Wicked Willies 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Johnny Kaatihue 

Royal Hawiians 
Hotel Schenley 

Billy Hinds Ore 

Rita Seaman 

Buzz Maver 

Jack Calhoun 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Baur) 

Wanda 

Escorts 


| Kennywood Park 


a. 


Brad Hunt Ore 
Jeanie Regal 
Billy Carmichael 


Merry-Go-Round 
Joe Hart Ore 
Dick Harter 
| New Penn 
Gay Carlisle Ore 
Teddy Ryan 
| King Sis 
| Penny Gray 


Nixon Cafe 
| Al Marisco Ore 
| Bob Carter 
| Roshee & Lee 
| Stewart & Lee 
| Kretlow Gis 
Nut House 
'Sherdina Walker @ 
|} Ted Blake 
Joe Klein 
George Gregg 

Evelyn Nellis 
Kay Balfe 
Milly Bradley 
Pat Burns 
Charley Adams 


on page 54) 
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~ MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Wrightson, Gloria Gilbert, 
June Forrest, Amanda Williams, 
Hermanos Williams Trio, The 
Briants, Hilda Eckler, Jerome An- 
drews, Ballet Corp, Rockettes, Music 
Hall Symphony Orch with Erno 


Earl 


Rapee: ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ (M-G),' 


reviewed in VARIETY, June 25, 





This is an excellent show, with a! 
strong talent lineup skillfully and) 


handsomely presented. Settings in 
particular, sre imaginatively 
decoratively suggestive. Whole show 
is the kind of thing that only the 
Music Hall can do. 

Overlong overture medley of 
southern songs is featured by ‘Dixie 
Girl,” recent composition by Kent 


Cooper, general manager of the As- | 


sociated Press. Although it’s an un- 
distinguished piece, it’s probably 
something of an achievement for a 
news syndicate chief and there’s a 
bit of screen ballyhoo about it. 


a novelty for Music Hall overtures. 


Show proper is called ‘Symphony in | 
theme | 


artist 
Club 


Color’ 
throughout. 


and uses an 


Glee opens, 


dressed as artists and, as a welcome | 


actually getting 
into the scene. 


innovation, 
movement 


some 
Then 


Gloria Gilbert, after modeling as a) 
the song, does a 


ballerina during 
sensational toe routine, terping dif- 
ficult and spectacular twirls . and 
kicks and climaxing with an almost 


unbelievably sustained pirouette. It| 


deservedly drew one of the most 
enthusiastic storms of applause ever 
witnessed in the Music Hall. ; 

With the Glee Club still standing 
about as artists-atmosphere, Amanda 
Williams warbles a Spanish number 
and then supplies a guitar accom- 
piment while the Hermanos Williams 
Trio (although there are only two of 
them) mix impressive acrobatics 
and balancing with slow tango steps. 
For the finale of the scene, June 
Forrest strolls out as a blue-gowned 
mode! to sing ‘Blue Skies,’ the Glee 
Club lending vocal background for 
the last few bars. 

Next setting represents an artist’s 
palette, with the Rockettes prancing 
out of the thumb-hole in the huge 
board and, as animated gobs of vari- 
ous-colored paint, snapping through 
one of their better precision routines. 
It’s a fairly simple number for them 
and the kind of thing at which 
they're at their best. Consequently, 
it registered solidly. Still carrying 
out the artistic motif, the set then 
revolves to show the inside of a por- 
trait artist’s studio and revealing the 
two Briants snoozing on chairs. They 


slowly awaken, one guy removing} 


the other’s prop bald head, then 


| - 
amble brilliantly through the rest of | 52™, Houston. 


their familiar and always-hilarious 
routine of slow-motion, collapsible- 
body comedy. 

Finale is an elaborately staged 
number by Hilda Eckler, Jerome An- 
drews, the Ballet Corps amd, at the 
last, the entire comaany. It’s kind of 
modern-style terping, made palatable 
by expert lighting and the visually 


effective groupings on four different | ‘Blue 
However, the number | 


stage levels. 


is a bit overlong. Hobe, 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, June 29. 


Dennis Day, Stump and Stampy, | 
Lane and Ward, Art Carney, Gae 
(18), Dick Dana, Ben'| 


Foster Girls 


Yost Singers (9), Bobby Morris, 
Pinky Lee, Ryan and Benson, Eddie | 
i Orch; ’Western Union’! 
(20th), 


Dennis Day heads a well-routined 
bill arranged for a season now in 
Bill is also marked by 
return of Frank Elliott’s Minstrels, | 
institution at the Pier’s Music | 


full swing. 


an 


and | 


Also, | 
Earl Wrightson does a vocal of it—, 


| tiene, and Lane and Ward do okay 
| novelty dances and acrobatics. 
Other attractions which drew large 
crowd on pier 
!German fighting plane, 
schmitt 109; Bob Crosby’s orch in 
Marine ballroom, log rollers, water 
‘circus, animal zoo, and trained seal 
Carter. 


Majestic, San Antonio 


San Antonio, June 28. 

Dave Apollon’s 10th Anniversary 
Revue with Lorraine and Rognan, 
Virginia Mauvo with Pansy the Horse, 
Dick and Dot Remy, Three Bilt- 
morettes, Ben Beri, Al Valente, Ben 
Yost’s New Yorkers (8), Ernest 
Hauser’s House Orch (13); 
Knew All the Answer’ (Col). 


Eyer since 1932 Dave Apollon has 
been bringing his shows here. This 


revue packed full of showmanship 
and containing some of the best 
talent seen here in some time. 

Gone now, of course, are 
Filipinos whom Apollon has used in 
the past as stooges. In their stead he 
has a fast-moving, highly entertain- 
ing 80-minute show that is pleasing 
local theatregoers. There's plenty of 
comedy, songs and music, dancing 
and even a juggling act, something 
to please all types. 

Revue opens with Ernest Hauser’s 
house orch on full stage opening with 
| ‘Happy Days Are Here Again.’ This 
|cues Apollon to’ come on. He was 

greeted with a big ovation. Directs 
'the orchestra in a couple of pop 
| tunes, best of which is ‘Amapola.’ 
| The Three Biltmorettes have a nice 
| softshoe tap routine to ‘Tea for Two’ 
j}and climax with neat acrobatics. 
| Only veteran face in the revue that 
| Apollon brought here last year is 
| Ben Beri. Beri has a much better 
juggling turn, neatly mixed with 
| comedy than on his previous’ visit. 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, singing 


| : - 
male octet, have a nice presentation 


j|highlighted with their pleasing 
| voices and harmony. 
Dot Remy, hefty gal with her 


| brother Dick. both from Ed Wynn’s 
|*‘Boys and Girls Together,’ as was 
| Apollon, put on a comedy dance. 
| She proves very 


| weight. 
| Apollon is highlighted with his | 
| nifty mandolin. Assisted by Al} 
| Valente and his electric guitar. 


Apollon plays a special arrangement 
of ‘Star Dust’ and ‘Beguine.’ As he 
bowed off at showing caught, a 
| basket of flowers was presented to 
him. He told the audience that it 
;came from the ‘old gang’ at Fort 
And for them he 
would play as a special favor two 


| 
! 


| 
| 


/songs that are, by now, his trade- 
| marks, ‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Two 
| Guitars.’ 

| Virginia Mayo puts Pansy the, 


horse through a workout that brings 
many hearty laughs. 


| Lorraine and Rognan have a nice! 
Fine is the} 
the | 


| routine full of laughs. 
comic-serious dance done to 
Danube.’ Girl shows. good 
| voice in a bit while the boy plays the 
harmonica. 

Apollon is on stage throughout, 
giving out with quips here and there 
and keeping the show moving. 

Show closes with a medley of ‘Eyes 
of Texas’ and ‘God Bless America,’ 
while the Lone Star emblem is 
shown on the backdrop. On stage 
are the New Yorkers dressed in 
typical cowboy regalia. 

Show caught Saturday (28) played 
to a full house. Andy. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 29. 


Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall 
(Maude Davis), Trixie, Six Swing Co- 
eds, Alberta Mansfield, Rhythm 


Hall for years, more modernized and | Rockets House Line (16), Sam Jack 


streamlined. each season. 


Introduced by Jack Benny’s’ re- 
corded voice, Day sings ‘The Things | 
I Love’ and ‘My Sister and I,’ which | 
brought big response when caught 
at the performance Sunday after- 


noon (29). 


Gae Foster Girls, who begin an 
week, | 
open with stilt number, for which 
cuties get fair hand. Their best is 
which closes show 
Accompanied by Day, 
who sings ‘Amapola,’ girls in shim- 
and 
wearing bells on ankles and wrists, 
hop and skip out tuneful rhythm, 
singly, in duets and entire group for 
This, with Day’s vocals, gets | 
best hand of show, which runs 75 | 


all-season engagement this 


final number, 
with bang. 


mery, white satin costumes 
finish. 


minutes. 


Stump and Stumpy, colored, put | joyable 


on fast tap 
received and drew laughs with Don- 
ald Duck impersonation. Elliott's 
Minstrels got warm welcome from 
pier goers who recalled them from 
other seasons. 


tumes and in trim new military uni- 
forms, warble some of their familiar, 


rousing numbers, getting loud ap- | brilliant; costume consists principally | 


plause, especially for the ‘God’s 
Country’ number. 

Dick Dana returns here again as 
emcee and plays straight with Pinky 
Lee, Bobby Morris, Ryan and Ben- 
son in blackface. Their comedy bits 
on sharpshooting went over well, as 
did several gags, some new, some 
not so new. 

Art Carney does well with imita- 


| Kaufman and House Orchestra; ‘Big 
| Store’ (M-G). 





Attempting to prove perhaps, that 
vaude will get along, draft or no, 
there isn’t a man involved in this thing 
| called ‘Femme Follies.’. That may be 


the attempt; what’s proved is that 
too many girls can be _ boring, 


| especially when all they’re working 
|up to is Nan Rae and Mrs. Water- 
fall (Maude Davis). This turn, sort 
of burlesque of ‘woman in street’ 
broadcast, with Miss Rae interview- 
ing rube femme character out of 
audience, has some followers from 
|radio, who greet twosome warmly, 
but they’re strictly for the corn-fed 
| who love their diet. 

Show does have variety, at least, 
and some bright moments. One en- 
interlude is provided by 


gler, who bounces through some ex- 


pert ball-tossing to win solid ap-'! 


proval. The Rhythm Rockets are 
good, too, in a ballet number with a 


f ; Ben Yost and his | modernistic touch, staged by Sandy drops and giant clown face. 
singers, in red and white satin cos- | Grant. It serves as introduction and fronts the aggregation, spending most | 


|background to dance by Alberta 
| Mansfield, who is, if nothing more, 


| of glittering silver paint. Nothing 


anything spectacular about Six 
| Swing Co-eds. They're pretty, | 
, though, dress up a stage and treat. 
some novel arrangements with pleas- 
ant voices. 

Biz good opening matinee Thurs- 
day (26). Mac. | 





included exhibit of | 
Messer- | 


‘She | 


the | 


agile despite her | 


spectacular, however, about Rockets’ | tapper to tune of ‘Donkey Serenade’: 
other two appearances. Nor is there| Pann Merryman, zingy in an acro- 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Will Bradley Orch with Ray 
McKinley, Lynn Gardner, Terry 
Allen; Virginia Austin, Jane Froman, 
Danny Kaye; ‘Caught in the Draft’ 
(Par) reviewed in Variety, May 28. 





Par’s combination of Bob Hope's 
| ‘Caught in the Draft’ and a smoothly 
| moving stage show gave evidence on 


night caught (Thursday) that the 
| week’s take was heading for the 
stratosphere. Strong, unstinting 


raise for the picture in daily re-| 
oe cae en) ¢ of | Seattle, June 26. 


views helped form lines 
standees at the b.o. 


Pleasing effect of the stage show, 


long 


which runs off in about 50 minutes, | 


is not from anything particularly 
outstanding in the lineup, but from 
| the layout as a whole. Danny Kaye, | 
normally, perhaps, the most effective | 


| entertainer of the layout, was ham-| 


| 


|pered considerably this session by! 


year Apollon rounds out his 10th} laryngitis. In as much as his punch | is L 
year with a streamlined anniversary | js virtually all in his throat the at-| carries through all right. 


| tack made deep inroads. Nonetheless 
| he clicked handily. 
Kaye used only three of the, 
routines that have gotten him wide 
praise, among them the ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ bit. Will Bradley’s band 
identifies itself at the very begin- 
ning, coming out of the pit with | 
‘Scrub Me Mama,’ thereafter brush- | 
ing off boogie-woogie tempoes. Out- | 
fit contributes some exceptionally 
good work solo and behind the vari- 
ous acts, particularly for the Virginia | 
Austin marionet turn. Band’s only | 
fault lies in a three-man trumpet | 
| team, which possesses a thin, tone- 
less quality that clashes with the 
rest of the sections. Saxes ride 
smartly and the rhythm with Ray | 
McKinley always as the base couldn't! 
be more effective. Bradley himself 
jis okay a Be me's tromboning and 
| grinning. cKinley gets his shets, 
too, growling an original, ‘All that) 
Meat and No Potatoes,’ and working | 
| with phosphorescent sticks and drum! 
setup in a moving, unbilled jive tune. | 
It’s a highly effective showmanly 
presentation. 

Lynn Gardner, bund’s new vocalist, | 
gets in her innings early. 











An im-| 
| pressive seller, gal works up good) 
| response with ‘Daddy,’ backgrounded | 
by an arrangement that apparently | 
was worked ‘up in a hurry, and ‘Oh! 
Look At Me Now.’ Terry Allen’s| 
shots come later, on ‘Flamingo’ and | 
‘Dolores’ | 
} Miss Austin (New Acts) provides! 
an interesting and unusual marionet 
layout and she’s followed, after a/| 
stretch by the band, by Jane Froman. | 
| Singer hasn’t wors:d a Broadway} 
| house in some time. Reaction to her} 
stuff is peculiar. She’s admittedly | 
above the level of such things as 
|rhythmic versions of ‘Let’s Get 
|; Away from It All,’ ‘No. 10 Lullaby 
Lane’ and ‘Hut-Sut Song,’ yet that’s 
when she’s most effective. Her de- 


livery of them is warm, alive and 
|more to the taste of an average 
| listener, Wood. | 


| 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. | 





| 

| San Francisco, June 25. _ | 
| ‘Funzafire’ with Benny Meroff, 
| Pepito, Juanita, Rita DeVere, Billy 
| Moroscs, Joe Bonnel, Louise Shan-| 
|non, Pann Merryman, Ken and Roy 
Paige, Al Spiro, Al De Vito, Dianna 

Abbey, Meroff Orch (10), combined 

Unit and House Line (17); ‘Roar of 

| the Press’ (Mono). 
| The whole load is on the stage 
| again this week, with George Bole 
| selling Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ 
junit to the hilt, even unto a tie-up 
| with a local nut merchant. Street} 
| bally includes such items as a Napo-' 
' leon-hatted stooge fishing on street) 
corners, tagged ‘If you think I’m 

crazy, see—’ etc. 

Show remains a hodge-podge of 
nut stuff, depending on a responsive | 
audience to go over, whole being 
| geared to a corny level save for sev- | 
|}eral specialties. Some of the gags 
are clickers, others wear whiskers| 
but the whole manages to generate 
a degree of hilarity. | 

Extensive use continues to be made! 
of plants in audience and boxes with 
somebody running up and down the 
aisles most of the time. Typical is 
| supposed patron, Dianna Abbey, fat! 
woman carrying a big package, who| 
| forces her way to the middle of a| 
row, finds no seat and reverses, | 
|crushing half a dozen customers. | 
Zany tricks on stage include a screw- 
| ball jumping over a suitcase because 
| he’s trying to get over the grippe. | 

Audience gets its share of man—or | 
'rather girl—handling, entire line of| 
| 17 filing into pews and all kissing the | 
same male customer en route. Unit! 


and comedy dance, well | Trixie, compact and acrobatic jug-| and house lines are merged to give | 


| show a 17-femme flash. 
| Benny Meroff’s band works on 
stage (house tooters laying off with! 


| 


,pay this week) against crazy-quilt | 
Meroff | 
of his time in front of the mike as| 
| Show-holder-together and gag feeder. 

Authentic specialties include 
Louise Shannon, slick machine-gun 


batic cakewalk; Rita LaVere, contor- 


tionist whose spine-doubling can 
hardly be topped by subsequent 
backbenders for simple reason 


there’s no place left to bend to, and 
Pepito, vet Spanish clown, still using 
his oversize collar, alarm-clock 





wrist-watch and baby-crying routine. 
'He’s given a short niche near the 
‘close and makes good use of it. Joe 
Bonnel does okay stepping while 
tooting a sax, with Ken and Roy 
Paige doing all right in gag knock- 
about. 
‘Funzafire’ won't add anything to 
/the art of the footlights, but it can’t 
hurt anybody. 

| Biz fair at opening. Wern. 





PALOMAR, SEATTLE 








Hicks Troupe (4), Elsie Long, 
Eddie Lee, Frank Ross and Anita, 
Max and His Gang, Jerry Ross, 
House Orch (6); ‘Black Cat’ (U) 
and ‘Too Many Blondes’ (U). 





Quite a change at the Palomar this 
week after the Polack Bros. circus 
on the stage last week. but bill which 
a little weak on the comedy side 


The Hicks Troupe is mostly routine 
balancing and tumbling but the two 
youngsters apparently about 11 or 12, 
are nice appearing and help sell the 
act. Elsie Long is on next and does 
a ragdoll dance, Is a looker and the 
candy-striped rompers don’t obscure 
her charms. Comes on later in blue 
velvet pajamas for an_ acrobatic 
dance. Both are okay, but some 
patter would certainly help. 

Eddie Lee, who has been on 
KOMO for the past 36 weeks in a 
morning spot, has a good voice which 
he ranges from soprano down in 
such novelties as ‘The Little Red 
Hen.’ His intimate radio manner 
goes over well here. Also whistles 
‘Song of India’ for a hand. 

Frank Ross does voice imitations 
of famous trumpet players and a 
hillbilly radio band, putting a lot of 
drive in his stuff. Manner and chat- 
ter are assured, bringing the high 
spot in the bill. Anita comes on for 
a few blue jokes and does an imita- 
tion of a French singer. ‘ 

Max and His Gang wind up the 
show. His hoofing and acrobatics 
are imitated by his four dogs, which 
do some good tricks, one being back- 
flips in unison with Max. Windup 
has one dog walking on and over Max 
while he does backflips atross the 
stage. Pooch made it on the second 
try, which merited a big hand. M. 
*. Jerry Ross is only on briefly for 
two introductions. 

Biz slim on first afternoon show 
day caughtt (26). Reed. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 28. 


Britt Wood, Dea Lang, Johnny 
Rexola Trio, Greenman and Coyle, 


Lester Harding, Herb Six House 
Orch, Dorla Cole; ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB). 


STATE, N.Y. | 


Bill Robinson, Bert Wheeler with 
| Hank Ladd & Co., Sue Ryan, Les 
Juvelys, Rossilianos; ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ (M-G). 


| Sensis 


With the feature film running two 
hours, stage show takes slightly less 
time than usual. It’s a five-act bill 
topped ‘by Bill Robinson and Bert 
Wheeler. For some weeks the last 
show has been starting later than 
usual; it is not until 11:20 p.m. that 
the turns start showing their stuff 
this week. The picture was exploited 
across the street at the Astor when 
it played there, which hardly ups its 
drawing chances here. 

Wheeler may not realize it but he 
is setting quite a gross mark for the 
State to shoot at. In his monologistic 
bit the comic says Robinson and he 
are on percentage, Bill to get 15% 
on all over 65 G's while he’s to get 
5%. Figure he mentions is way over 
the house record. 


Wheeler and Hank Ladd have been 
together for some time, having 
toured with Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities.’ 
Wheeler and Ladd coaxed a sum- 
mer’s day audience into good humor, 
getting the best laugh with their 
amnesia gag. The redheaded Fran. 
cetta Malloy serves well enough late 
in the act and two stooges, a gink 
following a girl, got a few giggles, 
but Wheeler and Ladd are the major 
part of the turn. 


Robinson, immaculate in summer 
suit of pearl gray, makes his dancing 
look easy. Following a slow-tempo 
tap, the crack colored hoofer tells a 
few of his stories which he has had 
for some time. But dancing is his 
stuff and Robinson is still aces there. 
Faster tapping and the neat waitz 
clog finale leave his routine without 
change. 

Sue Ryan, she of the lusty pipes, 
turns in an excellent score in the 
keystone spot. Singing comedienne 
starts with a special lyric, ‘Publicity,’ 
with a lengthy, varied number fol- 
lowing, tunes being supposedly sug- 
gested by magazines. Perhaps her 
best number is the onetime favorite, 
‘You Made Me Love You,’ as origin- 
ally rendered. The swing version 
doesn’t measure up to the straight 
vocalizing. Though it was used as 
the last number, house sought more 
from the blonde artist, but she called 
it an act. 

Les Juvelys open excellently. 
Novelty balancing duo is away from 
the usual and could be a circus fea- 
ture. The Rossilianos close with a 
short routine of Polish dances. 
Graceful counle are said to be refu- 
gees. Outside of the names, the bill 
is not exceptional, though satisfac- 
tory. Ibee. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Stage variety bill is definitely in 
second place this week as film at-| 
traction has more marquee names 
than is customary in this house and 
pic is consequently relied upon for | 
magnetism. Phenomenon of a War- 
ner picture in this house. is made 
possible by the summer-shuttered 
Orpheum, 
have caught this one. 
will likely fall short of the draw ex- | 
pected, and with the less than mild | 
stage show, house will take it easy. | 


Four standard acts with Lester} 


|Harding, the Herb Six band and) 


amateur discovery are too much to} 
crowd into less than 40 minutes, and | 
few performers really get a chance) 
to display wares. After band’s be-| 
ginning with a medley of plantation | 
and southern airs, Johnny Rexola| 
trio, two guys and gal, are cn for a 
fling at rolierskating, acrobatic danc- | 
ing and a wind up with a pole bal- 
ancing male duo. There is a high-| 
light in the pole work, but rest of 
the act is lightweight. 

Dorla Cole, Quenemo, Kans., 10-} 
year old, exhibits lusty pipes, but is| 
not yet ready for regular entertain- 
ing. Conversational piece by Green- 
man and Coyle turns into a drum-| 
beating orgy, but gets little accom- 
plished. 

Happily, last half of the show, | 
beginning with Dea Lang, has a bet-| 
ter tenure, but it’s all too brief. | 
Miss Lang gets a good chance to! 
display a one-foot control-kick | 
routine that is accomplished and she| 
finishes off with an acrobatic num- | 
ber. Harding has ‘The Things I 
Love’ as his baritone contribution, 
and then turns stage over to Britt 
Wood. Vet Wood, now vauding after 
a_ stretch in the Hopalong Cassidy 
film opries, has some of the stuff 
that would have elevated the show, 
but in nine minutes he couldn’t get 
enough of it across. His harmonica- 
izing, Ritz Brothers’ imiiation and 
softshoe tapping are the kind of, 
corn that the house takes to, but 
Wood was off almost before the 
patrons began to enjoy his work. 

Quin. 


Vauders’ 59th Anni 


Springfield, Mass., July 1. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Guy, of this 
city, observe their 59th wedding an- 
niversary today (1). 
Guy, 85, is the last of the Six Guy 
Brothers, minstrel and vaudeville 
turn. Mrs. Guy is 78. 











Indianapolis, June 27. 
Gertrude Niesen, Professor Lam- 
berti, Bob Dupont, Don and Jane 
Ford, Winter Sisters (3), Billy 
Watson, Dick Gordon, Rajah Raboid; 
‘Singapore Woman (WB). 


This week, the management has 


which normally would| moved the 12-piece pit orchesira to 
While it’s | the stage and brought in Dick Gordon 
more film than usually seen here it| to wave 


the stick and m.c., using 
the setup as background for six acts 
presented in revue style. It’s a good 
show but something is keeping the 
customers away, without all the 
blame cast upon the hot weather. 

It may be that the men are steer- 
ing away from Rajah Raboid, mental- 
ist, as matinees are well attended 
but evening performances light. The 
Rajah works in one to get initials 
from the audience by thought trans- 
ference, followed by the question, 
which he answers. His 25 minutes 
are mystifying but not entertaining 
to the average vaude patron who 
drops in for singing, dancing, and 
the sight of some gals. The Rajah 
is separated from the regular stage 
show by the news real and trailers. 

Professor Lamberti and Gertrude 
Niesen share headline honors in the 
regular 56-minute show. This is 
Miss Niesen’s first appearance here 
and her throaty singing of ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ ‘My Man,’ ‘I Want My Mamma’ 
and comedy versions of ‘Oh Johnny’ 
earned for her a permanent place on 
the ‘welcome guest’ list. She knows 
her business and gives a song plenty. 

Professor Lamberti has been 
around as regularly as a tax col- 
lector. This year, he brings with 
him a piece of business left over from 
his stay at Earl Carroll’s nitery in 
Hollywood, during which a _ full- 
bosomed blonde does¢a_ strip-tease 
behind his xylophoning of ‘Wishing.’ 
It’s good for laughs but the Professor 
always got more than his share any- 
way. His antics at the woodpile have 
never failed to tickle local ribs and 
he might possibly hurt his rep in a 
family theatre by associating him- 
self with the dame stuff. 

Bob Dupont is also an old favor- 
ite. His deadpan juggling of rubber 
balls, Indian clubs and tamborines 
are sure giggle winners. The Winter 
Sisters, tapping acrobatic trio, ap- 
pear briefly in the opening stanza. 
Billy Watson, amateur, does okay 
singing ‘Here’s My Heart.’ Don and 
Jane Ford have a well worked out 
routine in which they explain their 
tapping in a song which is woven 
threugh their turn. 

Biz was light at third show Friday 
(27) opening day. Kiley. 
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EARLE, PHILA. | 
Philadelphia, July 1. | 

Andrews Sisters, Joe Venuti Orch | 
(12) with Kay Starr, Joe Reardon, | 
DeVal, Merle and Lee; ‘West Point | 
Widow’ (Par). 








Lots of laughs and rhythm on the 
Earle boards this sesh, a_ grand 
combo to help take one’s mind off 
the blistering heat wave which in- 
vaded Philly over the weekend. 

Snaring the top-billing, and de- 
servedly so, are the Andrews Sisters. 
The trio is currently hotter than a 
Fourth of July firecracker, and only 
a plea of exhaustion enabled them 
to bow off, when caught, in the face 
of crescendos of applause. 

With their popularity enhanced a 
hundredfold since their last appear- 
ance here, the gals are jamming in 
the jukebox jive addicts, now home 
for school vacations. 

Dolled up in cool-looking evening 
gowns, the sisters came on in the 
closing spot to a terrific reception. 
Opener is the swingy version of 
‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ followed by 
‘Daddy.’ Number three is ‘Boogie 
Woogie Bugler from Company B’— 
hit tune from ‘Buck Privates’—a solid 
click with the hundreds of uniformed 
men in the audience. 

First encore is their revival of 
‘Apple Blossom Time.’ Continuous 
palm-thumping brought the gals 
back for a try at warbling some- 
thing called ‘Sonny Boy,’ a comedy 
version of Al Jolson’s tearjerker of 
a decade ago. It’s the Andrews dam- 
sels’ latest waxing, but at this catch- 
ing it didn’t look like it would at- 
tain the popularity of their other 
dise efforts. : 

The trio has found a clever trick 
for bowing off.. They get the audi-| 
ence to clap hands in unison while 
they swing-sing ‘My Bonnie.’ As the 
beat becomes louder they ease be- 
hind the wings while Patti Andrews 
trucks slowly off. $ 

A sleeper in the billing is provided 
by tiny Joey Reardon. The person- 
able mite is making his debut at the 
Earle, and from all indications it’s a 
howling success. Reardon has a style 
that’s refreshingly different. With a 
grin like a tiny Irish pixie, he im- 
mediately wins the audience. 

He starts off with a swingy varia- 
tion of ‘Casey Jones,’ fhen branches 
out into giving imitations of various 
musical instruments and instrumen- 


talists. ns a volley of guffaws 
is his takeoff of auto horns which 
reflect the personality of various 


types of motorists. Reardon winds 





up his stint with an excellent takeoff | 
i Jimmy Cagney (for whom he’s a | 
dead ringer) in the dramatic death- 
house scene from ‘Angels With Dirty 
Faces.’ 

The dance team of DeVal, Merle 
and Lee also provides plenty of en- 
tertainment with their surprising 
acro act. . They start out strictly 
deadpan in the standard ballroom 
routine, then suddenly switch into a 
rib-tickling, slam-bang comedy turn 
in which the _ fragile-appearing 
femme of the team gets. tossed 
around like a sack of meal. 

Joe Venuti’s orchestra does an 
adequate job of backing the show, 
with the band members getting in a 
few novelty licks of their own. 
Venuti is a local boy and had lots of 
ex-neighbors from South Philly 
down front rooting for him. Kay 


| vivid 





Starr does a fairish job of vocaliz- 
ing, her forte seeming to be the low- 
down type of jive rather than on the 
sweet stuff. Venuti scores nicely in 
two turns in which he solos on his | 
fiddle. 

The husky maestro makes a mis- 
take when he continues to plug re- | 
cordings of ‘four years cgo.’ It gives | 
the customers the impression that | 
the band is passe. 

Biz at show reviewed was okay | 
considering the humid weather (Fri. 
night). Shal. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 25. 

Ella Fitzgerald Orch, Bob Evans, 
Three Berry Brothers; Shadows on 
the Stairs’ (WB) and ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB). 

Ella Fitzgerald’s all-Negro orches- 
tra is providing the Orpheum 
patrons with plenty of hilarity this| 
week. For the sepia trade, especial- | 
ly, the offering is one bound to lead 
to encouraging boxoffice results. 

There is little in this colored band 
to distinguish it from others of its 
ilk, with the possible exception that 
the 14 playing musicians make a lit- 
tle more noise than is customary. 
Particularly is this true of the drum- 
mer, who keeps up a constant pound- 
ing of the bass drum that, after the, 
first 15 or 20 minutes, becomes| 
rather monotonous. | 

Sepia songstress does not make an) 
appearance until after band and the | 
featured acts have gone through 35) 
Minutes of the 45 minutes allotted | 
to the act. Tony Fulton does a num- 
ber on the sonovox which kept the) 
crowd interested after a hot number, 
by the band with Teddy McLain) 
directing. Then Bob Evans, soft! 
shoe expert, does some _ routines| 
while warbling several numbers, and | 
the Three Berry Brothers, garbed in 
tails and high hats, execute some | 
maneuvers that virtually stopped the! 
proceedings. They are eccentric} 
acrobatic steppers par excellent, and | 
customers just couldn't 


| gives a rambling little talk on his 


| ing, 
| again telling of those experiences, in- 


| Din,’ 
| stooge, which is pointless but drew 
| laughs from mob. 


!men in uniform. 


seem to get enough of their wares. 

Miss Fitzgerald, garbed in an Alice 
Blue gown, is in a somewhat tough 
spot following all of the talent that 
has gone before, but she manages to 
make the most of her bit. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, June 28. 
Joe Sanders Orch with Red Hodg- 





After a} son, Blanche LaBow, Billy Gilbert 


nonsensical opening she does ‘Lone-| and Co. (2), Dorothy Keller; ‘People 


somest Gal in Town’ to a slower and 
quieter tempo and winds up with a} 
somewhat different version of ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ that registered. 


Show as a whole does not rate with 
some previous Orpheum bookings, | 
but for the clientele undoubtedly fills | 
the bill satisfactorily. Edwa. 


| 
| 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Just a bunch of assorted cluck 
clips. This house is fortunate that | 
it has two reels of the March of 
Time and other editorial screen talk 
by Tex McCrary. Outside of Para- 
mount’s neat treatment of the 
Russo-Nazi warfare (mostly with 
library shots) and single contribu- 
tions by Universal, Pathe and News 
of Day, the material is about as 
newsy as a last year’s weekly maga- 
zine, 


American newsreels are more 
handicapped than usual in covering 
the outbreak of fighting between 
the Germans and Russians. First 
actual scenes are expected in this 
week if they catch the clipper 
plane. With world interest focused 
on this battle, other items fade into 


insignificance. That’s why Mc- 
Crary’s new subject, ‘Master of 
Timing,’ holds attention. N.Y. Daily 
Mirror editorial writer feels that 


Hitler is the perfect timer in mili- 
tary campaigns and that when he 
gets through with Russia, more thor- 
ough attention can be given the 
Eriiish Empire—and then the U.S. 
He remains a convincing speaker 
and the material is shrewdly edited. 


Paramount uses mostly old mate- 
rial on Russo-Nazi war, posing the 
question of how Britain will be af- 
fected, result of conflist on the pres- 
ent British-Axis struggle, relative 
strength of the Russian military 
pitted against the German war ma- 
chine, reaction in U.S. (swell close- 
up of Sumner Welles explaining the | 
American official attitude) and the 
position in which communists are 
placed in this country. Also pon- | 
ders the question as to whether it 
will bring a halt to present strikes | 
in U.S. defense industries. 

News of Day furnishes views of | 
war maneuvers by Russians and the | 





|recent blasting of Nazi locations in | 


Pathe has} 


of British | 


France by the R.A.F. 
pictorial material 
capturing German _ prisoners in 
Libya. Par follows the trek of | 
$100,000.000 worth of American sup- | 
plies to Britain in 50 freighters. | 
Movietone’s shots of the Pough-| 
keepsie Regatta are above average. 
Rest of the stuff is pretty dull. 

‘China Fights Back,’ June M. of T. | 
issue, is a real lift after this desul- | 
tory procession. Wear. | 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. |, 


(HIPPODROME) 





Atlantic City, June 28. 


Victor McLaglen, Rochelle and 


| Beebe, Wally Ward, Six Grays, The 


Kanazawas *‘Puddin’ 


(Rep). 


(4); Head’ 





Vicor McLaglen, in first personal | 
appearance here, drew one of ‘the, 
biggest crowds so far this season at | 
Hamid’s Pier Hippodrome at show 


| caught Saturday night (28). His ap- | 


pearance was signal for loud cheers, 
whistles, and handclapping, which ! 
was repeated at every opportunity, | 
whether warranted or not. 

McLaglen’s genial personality and | 
broad, friendly grin did more to win 
his audience than his ability to put 
on any kind of performance. He} 


earlier experiences—in Boer war, in 
South Africa, from prospecting for 
diamonds and pearl diving to fight- | 
etc. He reads a little verse, 


terspersing with tribute to America 
and England. It all got a tremendous 
hand. 

He follows with a bit from ‘Gunga 
interrupted by clowning of 


He took five bows 
at performance caught and then did 
brief scene from ‘The Informer,’ | 
which won him the Academy award. 


The Four Kanazawas put on a, 
speedy act of balancing and fast foot- 
work. They spin barrels, balance 
each other on feet and catch others 
somersaulting by feet. Walking on | 
one hand is good number and got big 
hand. The Six Grays, with songs 
and dancing, are also outstanding. 
They’re five girls and a man. 

Rochelle and Beebe, in comedy 
dance and burlesque ballroomery, 
drew much applause, as did Wally | 


} 
| 


Ward and Co., who furnish some | 
comedy with songs and gags. Their | 


hillbilly songs drew best, and Ward's | 
imitation of old player piano got, 
good hand. 
Vaughn Monroe’s band, Sylvia and | 
her Debs, Eddie Morgan’s orch, ani- | 
mal circus are also features on Pier. 
Admission is 75¢, with half fare for | 
Carter. 


| supplied by Miss Austin. 


i privilege of going to the U 


| notion 


| grams for S. A., 


vs. Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 

With the combination of a picture 
name and a locally favorite orches- 
tra, this week's bill looks to do well 
at the wicket, but is not so strong on 
entertainment value. Could be 
helped considerably by a _ general 
speeding up of the whole show. 

Joe Sanders orchestra, long identi- 
fied with Chicago, opens the bill with 
a very mediocre arrangement of the 
‘Hut Sut Song.’ Band lacks punch 
and the intonation is bad. Sanders 
m.c.s from the piano with the aid of 
a hand mike, wasting too much time 
with elaborate introductions. 
own vocals are characteristic, 
best being ‘Lonesome Road.’ 
pet playing Red Hodgson displays 
talent in comedy numbers, ‘Music 


his 


Goes Round’ and ‘Ding Dong Daddy,’ | 


but his material is very dated and 
leaves much to be desired. An imi- 
tation of Clyde McCoy’s ‘Sugar 
Blues’ drew results. Blanche LaBow, 


| plump vocalist with the Sanders out- 


fit, isn’t particularly impressive. 
Poor choice of numbers and awk- 
ward stage presence hamper her con- 
siderably. Her diction, too, could be 
much improved. 


Dorothy Keller, cute 





His | 


Trum- , 


| fairly rocked the customers. 
| years has so much applause and de- 
}mands for encores been 


tapstress, | Omaha 


Jack Benny's Phil Harris, ‘Rochester 
Break in Own Units for Vaude Tours 





PHIL HARRIS UNIT 


(ORPHEUM, OMAHA) 


Omaha, June 27. | 
Phil Harris Orch and Revue (27) | 


| 


with Patricia Kay, the Billingtons, | 
Paul Winchell, Ames and Orno, plus | 


Sam Brown, local colored enter- 
tainer; ‘The Lady from Cheyenne’ 
(U). 


Phil Harris and his gang walked 
in on Omaha in their tour opener 
Friday (27) and completely | 
whammed the locals as nobody has 
done in a long time. One of the) 
biggest weeks in the history of the’ 
place is in the oifing. 

It’s a big, brassy and, at times, 
rowdy episode of the snappiest and | 
most spontaneous sort. Packed with 
ad libs, fast, new gags and paced by | 
the personable Harris, the show 
Not in 


heard in 


When the Harris train 


while not a finished performer as yet, | pulled into Union station the night 


still shows she has plenty to offer, 


before the opening, the leader was 


plus a fundamentally good dancing | mobbed by more than 400 women. 


style. 


She’s much better at straight | There was parade in which a local 


rhythm dancing than she is in her! ‘Rochester’ drove Harris to the hotel 


routine set to a medley of Spanish 
tunes. Good possibilities. 


Billy Gilbert, garbed in the chef's | 


outfit he so 
screen, turns 


often wears on the 


assistance of a straight woman. He 
later returns to sing three songs 
from his present picture, ‘Tin Pan 


Alley... The audience liked him 
plenty. 
Biz good supper show Fridswv (°7). 
Loop. 





New Act in Theatre 


VIRGINIA AUSTIN 

Marionettes 

8 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 
This turn ranks 

of its type. 

ing and 





among the 


cleverly worked out 


than the usual dolls. 


best | ence. 
It’s extremely entertain- | 
to} ate it up. 
make the puppets seem more alive; nique of 


| Bill Miskell, 
ithe applause, 
| Omaha?’ 


= ‘ 
‘in an ancient Maxwell car (as per 


| the radio act), accompanied by the 
mayor and other civic dignitaries. 
By show time the house was 


] in an amusing and | literally jammed to the rafters and 
laugh-getting talking bit, with the! first 


appearance of Harris was 
| greeted with a scream of delight 
(from the women) and interrupting | 
‘laughter ad applause went for every- 
thing he did. It’s a fine band, but it’s 
‘Harris who’s the show, gagging his 
way along in a series of unrehearsed 


| chatter in which he parries with the 


audience in a good-natured way.! 
manager, listening to! 


remarked: ‘Is This, 
| 


Smart showmanship sticks out all 
over the unit. After it had run! 
about 15 of its 60 minutes, he sud-'| 
denly remarks in ‘hurt’ way, ‘Nobody | 
has even asked me about Alice 
(Faye) yet,’ whereupon there’s a! 
chorus of questions from the audi-| 
Harris gags about his wife for'| 
about five minutes, and the women, 
He uses the smart tech-| 
kidding himself, then! 
swings into a series of fast chatter, | 


Turn tees off with a single boy | all tempered to strictly middle-west | 


puppet outfitted as a clown, being 
bashful in the spot, riding a toy 
horse, etc. Second half adds a 
femme doll and both go through a 
burlesque MacDonald-Eddy ‘Sweet- 
hearts’ number, voices 


she puts the miniatures ( 
jitterbug routine, and it’s solid. 


to fit each | 
To get off! ling, in fact only bit being done by 
through a/| Frank Remley (sax and guitar), who}! 


consumpion. Sam Brown, local} 
colored hoofer, did ‘Rochester,’ | 
Band consists of 15 men, two)! 


| pianos, three saxes, two woodwinds, | 
three trumpets, three trombones,| 
bass and drums. Very little doub- | 


|has been with Harris 17 years.| 


Adds a strong touch to any stage | Harris plays his orchestra up, con-} 


show, and okay for niteries, too. 


Wood. 








‘Un-Americanism’ 





Continued from page i 


Spaniard, one of the biggest cinema 
operators of the port. He was ar- 


rested with four other notable Span- } 


iards and two prominent Mexicans 
on unrevealed charges on orders of 
the Federal Attorney General. 

Vigil and the other six are said 
to have had codes and maps in their 
homes and offices. They are to be 
tried here. 

‘Unfairly Branded Fascist’ 
Montevideo, July 1. 

Andres Segovia, rated by many 
as the world’s greatest guitarist, 
claims he has been deprived of the 
S. for a 
concert tour because of a mistaken 
by some New York concert 
managers that he supported General 
Franco during the Spanish Civil 
War and is therefore Fascist. 

Segovia, now living here per- 
manently, declared he took no sides 
in the Spanish conflict because as 
an artist he felt it was not for him 
to pick one side or the other. Adds 
that he turned down 
Germany and Italy and that the 
British government on its radio pro- 
uses recordings of 





| 


contracts 1n] 


| 
| 


his playing, proof that they regard | 


him as friendly. 

Has been giving concerts in Monte- 
video, B. A., and other South Amer- 
ican cities. 





Ringling for Mexico 
Mexico City, July 1. 

Prospects are good in show circles 
that the Ringling circus will play 
Mexico this season, a four-day stand, 
possibly looping in from its South- 
ern U. S. dates. 

The Big Show is reported here to 
be arranging for the operation of its 
special trains. That is said to be 
the last detail of this proposed visit, 
the first in many years to be made 
by a major Arnerican circus. 


|tinually giving them the spotlight! 
|}and a chance to do comedy and 
| specialty work. Their best numbers 
are a modified jive arrangement of 
|‘Poet and Peasant’ overture, the 

‘Hut Sut Song,’ which Harris sings | 
neatly; ‘Caesar,’ in which Harris goes 
to town on the drums, and, of course, 
| the leader’s of ‘That’s What I Like 
| About the South.’ The clever ‘Ten| 
| Little Bottles’ clicked, too. 

The acts went over terrifically, 
aided by some exvert m.c.ing by the! 
maestro, who had his hand in most 
efforts, either seriously or kiddingly. | 
Paul Winchell, the ventriloquist, got 
two demands for encores. Patricia 
Kay, a low-voiced torch singer, got 


| over big with her sob-songs, but she 
| really wowed ’em when she wound 


| up with a burst of torrid boogie- 
| woogie. Ames and Arno bounce 
around in their sock burlesque 


adagio The Billingtons, lad and 
lassie, are fresh, snappy type of col- 
legians who went big with the 
fommes-and-had—tn 


do some more of the loose-hipped 
tap stuff. 

Show has some pretty heated 
Zags, but Harris gets ’em off with 
such aplomb and good taste that 
they go over okay. He 


uses the 
rest PP fre, * 


safest and tire toed Perr 
for gagging; namely, kidding himself. 
Rach. 


‘ROCHESTER’ 


(EARLE, WASHINGTON) 


Washington, June 29. 

Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Gracie 
Barrie, Walton and O'Rourke, Ruby 
Ring, Kitty Murray, Caleb Peterson, | 
Dick Stabile’s Orchestra; ‘Adventure | 
in Washington’ (Col). 
erat ss | 

Like many another Hollywood per- | 
sonality to come east for a personal | 


| appearance jaunt, ‘Rochester’ is lack- | 


ing in oniy one department. He! 
needs a writer. Here than once the | 
onlooker is allowed to perceive that} 
Jack Benny and the Benny writers 


are generally the real stars of that 


radio show. 


It isn’t too noticeable, 
however, to detract considerably 
from entertainment value of show 
Harry Anger has staged for the sepia 
comic. ‘Rochester,’ for one thing, is 
showman enough to direct plenty of! 


| attention to others in his revue, to, 


give customers only a little of him- 


‘of the show 


DOSY enon nie pene ngeey ebimanel 


| in the 


self at a time and to leave them 
wanting more. 

The comic doesn’t devote much of 
the 20 minutes or so he is on stage 
to idle chatter, anyhow, blasting one 
comedy song in his blow-torch voice, 
spending most of his time in that 
comic dancing at which he is an ex- 
pert. For punctuation in his act, as 
breathers for both himself and ihe 
audience, ‘Rochester* brings on Caleb 


| Peterson, Negro baritone with good 


pipes, for ‘Old Man River,’ and 
Kitty Murray, barrel sized sepia 
comedienne, for some deadpan 


swing. Comic’s following dance with 
Miss Murray is a howl for a socko 
finish. 

There almost is a definite division 
into two parts, Dick 
Stabile’s orchestra plus some stand- 
ard vaude turns preceding ‘Roches- 
ter’s’ portion of the bill, though en- 
tirety is to tour as a unit. Stabile 
crew is smooth musically lively 
enough for the jive fans. Emphasis 
is on leader’s sax, which is mellow. 

Gracie Barrie (Mrs. Stabile) is a 
show-stopper, having once been m.c. 


at the house. She warbles some 
pop tunes solidly, then goes into 
special version of ‘Daddy’ with 
leader, to leave ’em happy. Other 


vaude turns win solid approval, too,, 
Ruby Ring’s extraordinary acrobatic 
and contortionistic dancing and 
Walton and O’Rourke’s clever pup- 
pets providing just the right touch 
of variety. 

Biz good at Sunday (29) supper 
show caught. Mac. 














Concert Boom 


oe ONtinued from page 1 


concert attractions is easily doubled 
after any kind of big-time radio 
build-up. Nino Martini, an unknown, 
made the Met following a radio bale 
lyhoo. Oscar Levant can now be 
booked at fat fees as a pianist be- 
cause he has captured public fancy 
as a wit on ‘Information, Please.’ 
Albert Spalding, the violinist, has 
been doing a saucy master of cere- 
monies for Coca-Cola and is now 
bigger than before as a concert fig- 
ure. Many other examples could be 
multiplied. 

George Engles of NBC recalls the 
ridiculous situation in 1928 when 
concert managers’ then inserted 
clauses in contracts forbidding ar- 
tists from appearing on the air. From 
1929-33 the concert business went 
slowly to pieces, and might have 
died. Broadcast ballyhoo thereafter 
put good music back on its feet. De- 
mand for concerts has increased ten- 
fold under radio stimulation. Today 
only two great artists have not yet 
been heard on the air. These are 
Fritz Kreisler and Sergei Rachman- 
inoff, and Engles believes that a fee 
of $15,000 for either might be paid 
for a ‘first’ radio appearance. 

Johnson’s Views 

Edward Johnson of the Met re- 
vealed to a VARIETY reporter that the 
annual spring tour of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera included 38 performances 
in nine cities and played to 183,000 
paid admissions, a substantial in- 
crease over spring tours in the past. 
In Boston alone, thanks to seating 
capacity of the Auditorium, 12 per- 
formances were attended by 12,000 
more ticket buyers than hitherto, 
This implies an increase of some 35%. 

Says Johnson: ‘What else but radio 
can have brought about this im- 
provement? A few years ago the 





‘pee 


tered mainly on prominent personal- 


| ities, on the leading singers and their 


doings both on and off the stage. 
That interest is still manifest, but 
alongside it one finds a new interest 


itr the opera itself, in the story and 
the music, in the direction, the in- 
terpretation and the staging. A more 


intelligent discrimination is notice- 
able today, and this fully as much 
among the students of our high 


schools as among those who live out 
adult world. In this regard 
two forms of radio education in par- 
ticular are helping to prepare people 
generally for the Metropolitan Opera 
broadcasts, on Saturday afternoons. 
These are the regular broadcasts to 


| the schools on the Thursday evening 


series presented by our own Metro- 
politan Opera Guild, Inc.’ 


GARDEN TO BRIDGEPORT 
Bridgeport, July 1. 
Fast fold of Madison Square Gar- 
den (N.Y.} ‘lance carnival gives 
Pleasure Beach, city-operated park, 
quickie booking of Bob Crosby for 
one-niter tomorrow (2). Date must 
compete with Rinsling-B. & ®. circus. 
Coming up at Pleasure Beach: 
Sammy Kaye (6), Blue Barron (13), 
Alvino Rey (20). 
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Chi’s Grand Opera House Folds, 
Results in Closing of ‘Arsenic 


Chicago, July 1. 

Grand Opera House has passed 
back into the hands of 
lin Wizard Oil estate and is being 
operated by John Schreiber, Ham- 
lin representative in Chicago. 

House went dark Saturday (28), 
with ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ cut- 
ting short its run and disbanding for 
the summer. Notice has been posted 
for reassembly of the cast early in 
September for a road tour slated to 
start September 14. 

Grand Opera House now is open 
for all and any negotiation. Hamlin 
estate does not want to operate the 
house, but wil! do so if there is no 
other course, and Schreiber has set 
himself up to double between the 
Hamlin Wizard Oil office on the 
north side and the Grand. 

At one point last week there was 
@n indication that the Shuberts 
might return as lessees of the thea- 
tre but J. J. Shubert shuttled back 
to New York after a day’s talk with 
Schreiber, and 
plenty cold as far as a Shubert take- 
over is concerned. For the past two 
years house has been leased to Sam 
Gerson, who, in turn, worked out a | 
deal for Shubert bookings in the 
theatre. 


Closing Not Surprising 

Closing Saturday (28) of the Chi- 
cago company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ a replica of one of Broad- 
way’s leading standouts at the Ful- 
ton, was not entirely surprising to} 
the 21 backers of the show. They 
were aware that the Loop company 
was operating to a modest profit 
compared to the original outfit, from 
which they got back their invest- 
ments and monthly profit checks of 
goodly amounts. 

Shutdown was not actually oc- 
casioned by business. While it was 
indicated early in the Chicago en- 
gagement that the comedy had not 
registered as well as in New York, 
*Arsenic’ could have remained an- 
other month or more there but un- 
wittingly became involved when 
Sam Gerson, lessee of the Grand was 
declared insolvent. The booking 
is said to have been originally ill- 
advised because of the size of the 
theatre, but that was not the reason 
for the closing either. 


‘Arsenic’ producers, Howard Lind- | 


gey and Russel Crouse, decided 
against taking a chance of going 
into operating red which continu- 
ance might have brought about, es- 
pecially had it been necessary to 


move the show. Recently the gross | 


had been dropping to between $10,- 
000 and $11,000. Once it eons | 
under the 10G Mark and showed a | 
slight operating red, but that was) 
because extra advertising had been | 
charged off on that week’s state-| 
ment. Final week at the Grand the | 
payoff was $2,000 less than the 
statement showed, it is understood. 
That represented advance sales but 
the coin was not in the boxoffice. 
At a gross of $10,500, the Chicago 
*Arsenic’ netted a profit of $1,000 
weekly. Company share on that ap- 
proximate gross was $6,900, expense 
being $5,900. Of the latter amount 
cast salaries were $3,100, slightly 
less than New York’s, balance going 


the Ham-, 


| Summer Premieres 


(July 2-12) 





‘Broadway—1941.,’ 
Phil 
Abbe tt's ‘Broadway,’ at 
playhouse, Branford, Conn, (2-5). 
‘Tower Beyond Tragedy,’ 
tization in vers John W. Gass- 
’ Ss To tization in verse by 
Baw. Choate Sue . 4 ner of poem by Robinson-Jeffers, 
Recapture ‘Mr. Big’ with Judith Anderson, at 
A $250,000 : he Biwerd C theatre, Del Monte, Cal. (2-5). 
wv, suit Dy wart n ‘Pi vee ° leweliv il- 
t producer, against Arthur Sheek- , Final Answer,’ by Llewellyn Mil 
legit prod we.” «sg, | Ler, St Woodstock (NN. ¥.) playhowe 
man and Margaret Shane, writers, (3-6). 
and George S. Kaufman, charging oa 
breach of contract and conspiracy, 
was revealed Thur reday (26) in N. Y. 
supreme court when Justice Bene- 
dict Dineen ordered examination be- 
fore trial of Kaufman on July 21. 
= r uth b : 
The writers are the authors of the bert Kingsley arrangement 


play ‘Mr. Big.’ bach's ‘La Belle Helene’ 


Choat e claims that on March 6, Country playhouse, Westport, Conn. | 
1941, he advanced $200 to Sheekman (7.)9) 


and Miss Shane for the right to pro- 
uce the play in the U. S. and Can-'ggartin at Paper Mill 
ada, and 10% e of the film, radio, and | y4; liburn. N. J. (7-12). 


revised 


mnin 
Mecablaal 





ad 
Jae, 


new adaptation | 
nal, at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, 
Mad. (1-5). 

‘Helen,’ Negro swing musical based 
on A. P. Herbert's satire, with Her- 





drama- | 


Forest 


t of Offen- | 
score, at} 


‘Seraphina,’ by Benjamin Charles | 
playhouse, ' 


the matter looks | 


at the instleatio 
sign a Dramati 


to Kaufman, 


inal agreement. 


B’WAY MANAGER UNIT 





| 
| 





| Theatres is considering the financial , 
|status of the outfit, as it usually | 
|does annually at this time of the 
| year. 
agerial organization runs shy of 
funds, going into the red for sev- 
eral thousand dollars. Heretofore, 
money has been borrowed from the 
bank upon the signature of the 
board’s individuals and repaid dur- 
ing the season. While that is ef- 
fective enough, another means of 
financing is being sought. 


league has around $9,000 on hand, 
collected from the ticket agencies | 
under code regulations. Money is 
useable for the code enforcement, 
but little appears to have been ex- 
pended in that way during the past 
year. Surplus is supposed to be re- 
bated to the agencies pro rata, but 
it’s doubtful if there will be a split- 


use the ticket money for general ex- 
penses, it can and will be used to 
defend the suit against the state 
ticket law, much to the discomfiture 
of the ticket people. 





n of Kaufman, and 
returned the $200. They refused to 
sts Guild contract and 
instead gave the rights to the play 
it is asserted. The re-| 
lief sought is $250,000 damages, an 
| injunction, and renewal of the orig- | 


MULLS COIN SETUP 


Board of the League of New York and hotel are to remain open, ten- + 
being notified to that effect. | 


In between seasons the man- | 


Aside from its general funds the | 


up, because, while the League cannot | 


ln in, ined EFFORTS TO SAVE CH 
AUD GETTING RESUL 





Chicago, July 1. 
Efforts to save Chicago's 
torium are getting results. 


operate in al] departments. 
7 
b 


' foundation. 


ants 
The Aud is back $1,000,000 in county 
| taxes but the assessor proposes that 
the levy be based on the actual value 
of the property rather than the ab- 
normal theoretical assessment. If 
|the new tax base be made retroac- 


| tive the principal financial problem | 


of the Aud will be solved. 
Music Foundation, which 
operate the enterprise, 
| Goodridge, president of the Audi- 
torium Building Corp.; William Al- 
| Vin Dudley, managing director of the 
| Greater Central District Association; 
| William F. Krahl, president of the 
| Stevens hotel; 
| bert H. Wetten, realtor; Col. Robert 
H. McCormick, chairman of the Chi- 
cago Opera Co.; Elmer Rich, presi- 
| dent of the Simoniz Co.; Philip F. W. 
| Peck, chairman of the Civic Federa- 
| tion; Joseph K. Brittain, realtor, and | 
| Wallace J. Stebbins, of the Chicago | 
| Association of Commerce. 

| It’s understood that all feel that | 
if the Aud folded, it might tend to! 
| deteriorate the neighborhood. 


would 





Audi- | 
Instead 


Incorporators of the new Chicago | 


are John! 


Frank Whitson, Al-/| 





Inside Stuff —Legit 





version | 
of his and George 
Montowese | 


The |ate Senator Pat Harrison was instrumental in getting an intelligent 
interpretation of the admission tax law, especially in having the 10% fed- 
| eral levy apply to the actual price paid by the patron for cut-rate tickets 
| rather than the printed, or boxoffice, price which Washington insisted on 


for several years. 


| ‘There is a curious quirk in the regulations, however. 

price goes for straight plays and musicals with a sustained story. So if 
| tickets for ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (recently closed), 
| Joey’ were cut-rated, it would be okay; but if for ‘Hellzapoppin’ the tax 
would apply on the established price. 
others are book musicals. Just why there is such a differentiation no one 
Neither does the tax department. 


in ticket circles knows. 


| by Margaret May, of Sardou’s origi- | 


Oscar Polk, colored actor who has appeared in a number of Broadway 

shows, principally Kaufman and Hart comedies, has visited Broadway after 
He told friends that he is broke, but made enough 
out of his engagement in ‘Gone with the Wind’ to buy a house. He intends 


| a sojourn on the Coast. 


returning to Hollywood on spec. 


Polk was familiar around Broadway with his motorcycle trimmed with 
He disposed of the machine after a serious accident. 
Those who ‘know’ Polk claim he is still growing, though not a youngster 


a bunch of gadgets. 


by a long shot. 








Dorothy Gish, in Detroit with ‘Life With Father,’ met for the first time 
'in 39 years Bert St. John, now director of Detroit Scottish Rite groups. 


n 1902 St. John was company manager of the melodrama, 
Stripes,’ which started out from Detroit. 


dozen children who lent smalltown 


| the others were Lillian Gish, Mary, Lottie and Jack Pickford. 


the pro debuts for the youngsters. 


‘In Convict 
Miss Gish was one of the half 
atmosphere to the thriller. Four of 
It marked 





It’s understood that Charles Washburn, currently press-agenting ‘Arsenic 
, of being boarded up after this week and Old Lace’ in Chicago (Grand), will be associated next season with 
the traditional structure will con- 
| tinue as is until the end of July at Vallee, Alice Faye and Charles Ruggles. New combo will be engaged 
‘least with indications that it will | in theatrical activities and possibly legit production in the Loop. Williams 


_Endyfed H. Williams, an attorney 


there, whose clients include Rudy 


It's to was recently appointed racing commissioner for Illinois. 
e chartered as a non-profit music 


Theatre, office building | 


One of the main factors behind the successful start at Elitch Gar- 
dens, Denver, recently was the widespread exploitation of Arthur J. Levy, 


| summoned from New York by Arnold B. Gurtler, president of the Elitch 


| Gardens Theatre Co. 





All-Expense Bus Tours 


To Near-N.Y. Strawhats 
Incl. Admish, Meals, Ete. 


Regular round-trip all-expense bus 

excursions to strawhat theatres with- 
in motoring distance of New York 
will be started next week by Coun- 
try Playhouse Tours. Venture is be- 
ing launched by Frances Keogh, who 
already has a hookup with Greyhound 
Bus and is now completing deals 
with various leading summer the- 
atres in New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Massa- 
| chusetts. 
Rates will include round-trip fare, 
| theatre admission, meals and all in- 
cidental expenses. There will be 
single-excursion and season rates. 








Central City, Col., Glories In the Past _ 


Central City, Colo., July 1. 
Central City, once-famous mining 
camp known round the world as ‘the 
| richest square mile on earth,’ comes 
| back to reclaim a fraction of that 
| title when the 10th annual Play Fes- 
tival, a spectacle which for three 


call for resumption in Boston, pos-| which a glorious production of two 





for the show’s staff, advertising and| weeks makes it a theatre Mecca, 
other expense in which the show| opens July 5 and continues through 
shared. Capacity for the Grand was/| July 26. 


around $18,000, but ‘Arsenic’ never} Set in almost the geographical cen- 
grossed that mur” there. | ter of the nation, and easily acces- 
The N. Y. ‘Arsenic’ has been main-| sible by air, rail and motor, Central 
taining a capacity gait at the Ful-|City is a natural magnet attracting 
ton despite the general summer let-| tourists, artists, drama lovers, s0o- 
down in business, takings being/|cialites and students. 
around $16,500. At that level the| There are the glorious mountain 
show’s profit is $4,000 weekly, while | scenery, the historic mining camp it- 
another $2,000 is earned on the house | self with its relics, quaint houses and | 
end, so that the average profit is | steep streets unchanged with the pass- | 
around $6,000 per week. | ing years, the Teller House, once ele- 
Original ‘Arsenic’ was budgeted | gant four-story hotel built before ele- 
for $30,000, which was rapidly|vators were used, where will meet 
earned back. Chicago outfit’s budget | and mingle as others did 60-odd years 
was $25,000 and it is said that that/ago, the elite of theatredom, the 
outlay was not recaptured during the | opera house, one of the most beau- 
12-week engagement. However, the | | tiful theatres in America, the inspi- 
show will tour in the fall and is! ration that has awakened the town 
expected to play profitably. Plans | ‘and attracted the visitors, and in 


ipebnecrensumnne saad es 


sibly under American Theatre So- 


_ ciety subscription, instead of touring | 
the midwest as originally intended. 





Aussie Play Chicks 
Sydney, June 6. 

Alec Coppel, who authored ‘I 
Killed the Count,’ world-preemed 
his latest opus, ‘Mr. Smart Guy,’ at 
‘Minerva, Sydney, recently. Coppel, 
in association with Kathleen Robin- 
'son, recently formed Whitehall Pro- 


legit going. Idea is on ‘community’ 
lines. 


| operas, Rossini’s ‘Barber of Seville’ 
and Gluck’s ‘Orpheus, will be 
staged. 

The twin offerings, which will 
feature the 10th anniversary of the 
Central City Play Festival, are pro- 
duced this year under the direction 
of Robert Edmond Jones, the scenic 
designer; and Frank St. Leger, Met- 
ropolitan Opera conductor; staged 
by Herbert Graf of Met and Frisco 
Opera Companies, and sung by stars 
of the Met, Anna Kaskas, Stella An- 
dreva, John Carter, John Brownlee, 


As 10th Annual Play Festival Nears 





| Nino Ruisi, supported by a chorus 
of 44 and a ballet. 
Produced $85,000,900 in Gold 

The play festivals, which have 
again established Central City’s 
claim to the title of ‘richest square 
mile on earth,’ won during the 1860's 
when the mining district of which 
she is the center produced some $85,- 
000,000 in gold, are sponsored by the 
University-ef Denver: through the 
Central City Opera House Assn., a 
non-profit organization composed of 
social and art-minded folk of Colo- 
rado. The festivals are the result 
of a desire to commenmorate the 
|ideals of the pioneers who founded 
| the west. Differences between gross 
|}and expenses are paid by Denver 
merchants and others. 
| In Central City is the only re- 
maining pioneer theatre of the west. 
The old Opera House was built in 
1878 at a cost of $80,000. Over its 
stage trod such immortals of drama 
and music as Edwin Booth, Sarah 
Bernhardt, Joseph Jefferson, Ade- 
lina. Patti and many others. At the 
height of prosperity in Central City 
the latter was the farthest west for 
all theatrical companies. Today the 
theatre is almost unchanged from 
that glamorous past. It is a stone | 
building, its walls four feet thick, 
built of rock from nearby moun- 





tains. Inside it is gay with hand- 
tinted frescoes, delicately painted 
curtain, crystal chandeliers and 


crimson carpeting. 


Visitors at the opera house will 
sit in the identical chairs where 
once sat booted miners—or richly 
gowned ladies. And after the per- 








| guctions here in an endeavor to keep 
4 
4 


Louls D’Angelo, Edwina Eustis and 


formance they will stop for a bite 


| 





of supper or to chat with friends 
at the Teller House, famous hotel 
which set the social pace for Cen- 
tral City in a day when the elite of 
the Colorado mining camp mingled 
with the elite of New York and the 
continent. President Grant was en- 
tertained here, and a pavement of 
solid silver was laid for him to walk 
from his carriage to the hotel. 

The Teller House has been frefio- 
vated and painted, but is little 
changed from its palmy days. Its 
kitchen still glories in a cooking 
stove as large as a narrow-guage l- 
comotive.’ Its second floor parlors 





are elegant with -darnask, brussels 
carpets, crystal and gilt, loveseats 
and what-nots. There is the grand 
|piano brought over the narrow 


mountain trails at great effort. There, 
| too, is the Baby Doe suite, still fur- 
| nished with the fragile furniture 
which H. A. W. Tabor bought for 
her. 

On the steep streets are to be 
found other fascinating features of 
this awakened frontier town. One 
may visit a gold mine scarcely a step 
from the main thoroughfare. There 
is the Glory Hole and the placer dig- 
gings. One may join in reels and 
polkas as called by Dr. Lloyd Shaw 
|in the livery stable on Eureka street. 
On Sunday one can go to church and 
join in old Welsh hymns, the very 
songs which early miners used to 
sing as they dug for gold. 


A night club is operated in the 
Teller House, owned by the associa- 
tion, Thursday and Saturday nights 
during the play festival. This year 
John Buckmaster is the entertainer. 
Cover charge is $1.50. 


NATIVE SON, IN 
RED FOR 366, 
CLOSES 


‘Native Son’ was rated a moderate 
success on Broadway up to a month 
ago, but with its abrupt closing at 
the St. James Saturday (28), when it 
completed 14 weeks, it became 
known that the drama was heavily 
in the red. Closing was occasioned 
by a sharp drop in attendance, with 
the weekly gross sagging to $6,500. 

Production cost $46,000, unusually 
high for a drama, and it’s estimated 
that only around $10,000 was earned 
back. ‘Son’ is expected to go to the 
road next season after the settings 
are made practical for touring. 


Orson Welles came from the Hol- 
lywood to direct ‘Son’ in the Mer- 
cury Theatre manner, John House- 
man being teamed with him. Neither 
is said to have put money into the 
show, backing coming from Bern 
Bernard of the Coast, who is re- 
ported to have invested $35,000. 
Whether any backing represented 
picture money is not clear. A de- 
layed opening, caused by added re- 
hearsals, etc., cost $11,000. 

Play, based on the sensational 
novel by Richard Wright, colored, 
tells of a burly Chicago Negro who 
murders a white girl. Critics were 
somewhat divided in their opinions, 
but atleast Ohne regarded ‘Son’ as the 
best play of the past season. Busi- 
ness was fairly good, but the show 
never vied with the standouts. After 
the first six weeks it was indicated 
that ‘Son’ was running out of audi- 
ences despite the many theatre 
parties booked. 

It appears that many who read the 
book passed up the performance, 
women being offended at the story's 
implications. Certain percentage of 
patrons objected, too, to the court- 
room scene-with its tinges of radi- 
calism. It was figured that ‘Son’ 
would draw from Harlem, but not 
more than 15% of the average au- 
dience was colored. Even though 
there were tickets at $2.20 on the 
lower floor, with $3.30 the price fur- 
ther front, it was too high for them. 
Ray Collins, who played the de- 
fense attorney in the cast, had a suit 
of clothes stolen from his dressing 
room last week. In filing a claim 
with Equity, he said the clothes cost 
$65, but having been used he'd settle 
for $35. Under the rules the com- 
pany -is responsible for dressing- 
room losses of costumes used in per- 
formance. It’s understood that the 
showmanagement claimed the house 
should be liable on the ground that 








the stage doorman was away from 
his post when the theft occurred. 


Tax on the actual 
‘Panama Hattie’ or ‘Fal 


That show is a revue, while the 








iPS MAO RES Est ATs Tae RC 


~ 


Oo 








Ae 


sim 


Rn te 


Bede ete AINE cae ce 


A ONE seth Ne RE. aes 


IID a ES TON tla, amen 


wid: 


havi hth 








Wednesday, July 2, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





~ Radio Man Blasts Lambertson 





Philadelphia, July 1. 


Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL prexy, last week charged Congress- 
man William P. Lambertson (R., F.an.) of making statements which 
were ‘blind and stupid distortions’ and ‘crawling behind Congressional 


immunity.’ 


Rosenbaum’s blast against the Kansan followed Lambertson’s refusal 
to retract a charge he made on the floor of Congress that WFIL had 
denied time to Col. Charles A. Lindbergh during the latter’s address of 
an ‘America First’ meeting here last month. 








Bway Managers, Equity Consider 











Extension of Pact Whereby Union 
Would Not Change Policy for Year 








Managers and Equity will soon 
eonsider an extension of the agree- 
ment whereby the actors association 
would not change policy for one 
year, it being an annual arrangement 
starting and ending Sept. 1. Ap- 
parently the only change to come is 
the deletion of the exclusive-service 
stipulation, which provides that play- 
ers in legit may not take jobs in 
other fields such as night clubs, radio 
and pictures without permission of 
the manager. There are also other 
considerations. 

Deletion of the exclusive-service 
provision was made at the virtual 
demand of the membership some 
months ago, but it didn’t become ef- 
fective until the start of the new 
season. It was brought about despite 
a difference of opinion, opinion in 
some quarters being that the man- 
ager should have the services of the 
player when at his best, and that 
outside appearances may affect his 
or her performance. Also, that out- 
side engagements should be spread 
among those without stage jobs. 
Rank and filers saw it differently, 
feeling that because of unemploy- 
ment, every opportunity to earn 
salary should be the actors’ privilege. 

Complaints from managers over 
the exclusive-service clause have 
been rare over a long period. Some 
showmen participated in the outside 
earnings of their players. Managers 
argued that as they had developed 
the players they should have the 
right to share in that coin. Some- 
times that amounted to important 
money, especially when the player 
went into films and more recently 
into radio. 

League’s Contention 


Managerial League of New York 
Theatres, with which Equity has the 
pact, points out that the agreement | 
in effect provides that when Equity 
contemplates making changes, the; 





League should first be consulted. It’s| but for the present it is a sort of 


contended that when the exclusive- 
service clause deletion was adopted, 
Equity did not notify the managers 
of that intention, therefore there was | 
a technical violation of the pact. 
Equity merely says that the man- | 
agers assented. 
could have done anything about it, 
had they not done so. What the 
showmen now feel is that during the 
coming season some radical changes 
are possible even if the agreement 
is extended. While such changes 
would not become effective until | 


vr 


Swanson Draws 30 Days 


Los Angeies, July 1. 

William D. Swanson, producer of 
the stage play ‘White Cargo,’ drew 
a 30-day sentence in City Jail and 
a fine of $500 on charges of pre- 
senting an indecent show. 

Municipal Judge Newcombe Con- 
dee declared the sentence was a 
warning against the showing of ‘im- 
proper theatrical ventures.’ 


Non-Pro Group 
In Paid-Admish 
Preem in N. Y. 


Stating it is not in opposition to 
Broadway, a non-professional outfit 
opened Monday (30) in ‘Four Girls 
On a Dime’ at the Radiant Center, 
theatre on West 54 street, N.Y., form- 
erly called the Adelphi (originally 
built as the Craig). Spot is the 
headquarters of the Society of Master 
Metaphysicians, a cult known also as 
the Church of The Radiant Light. 
Group has done other plays now and 
then, but this is the first for which 
admission is charged and the general 
public admitted. 

Outfit is described as independent, 
self-supporting and _ non -profit- 
making. Because of the latter fea- 
ture, tickets, top being $1, are tax 
exempt. Howevér, as the audience 
is to receive a dime each at the end 
of performances, the admish appears 
to be 90c for the best locations, 25c 
being the lowest priced ticket. 

It’s claimed that eventually pro- 
fessionals will be engaged for shows, 











strawhat theatre on Broadway. 

No charge is to be made for the 
use of the theatre. Those interested 
in the project say that enough talent 
was discovered within the cult for 
the present purpose. What goes for 


It’s doubtful if they |the actors also applies to the stage | 


crew, scenic department 
balance of the staff. 

Play is by Aimee Torriani, a Coast 
writer, and biographical. It con- 
cerns the experiences of a quar- 
tet of girls doing the best they can 
in Hollywood. Some of the char- 


and the 


1943. the showmen will seek a way/| acters are known personalities on 


to stop simfiar vores" trey SO an RRA, aber SO ll ee ee . 


of the pact. 
Other Changes 
made 


Changes over a period of; 
several seasons, until the original| 
pact not to ‘slip in’ new rules on the | 
manager, included pay .for rehear- | 
sals, limitation of rehearsal pay and 
elimination of the junior minimum 
pay ($25). When the recent upheaval 
in Equity oecurred, councillors who 
resigned said they were apprehen- 
sive that new members of the coun- 
cil might advocate rules which 
might further restrict the manager 
and further hold down the amount} 
of production. | 


If the agreement is extended it| 
will include continuation of the 
ticket code. It is believed that the 
code is effective in holding down 
high prices, even though there is 4 
state law fixing the maximum pre-|} 
miums by ticket agencies. Latter | 
have a su pending to test the} 
legality of that statute. 








Toledo Civic Op to Bow 


Toledo, O., July 1. 
Toledo Civic Opera Association’s 
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Hermit. ‘Giris’ is ‘sfateu ic 3€ pre- 


|sented also at the Community the- 


atre, Sherman Oaks, near Hollywood, 
soon. 





Eddie Cantor Renamed 
Jewish Guild President 


With but one additional vice-presi- 
dent, the Jewish Theatrical Guild 
reelected officers for the ensuing 


Friday (27). 

The officers: Eddie Cantor, presi- 
dent; George Jessel, Fred Block, Sam 
H. Harris, William Morris, Jr., Ben 
Bernie, Jack Pearl, A. A. Jaller, 
v.p.’s; Abe Lastfogel, treasurer; Nat 


Lefkowitz, assistant treasurer; Sam) should the visitors remain in town. | Taft; Jacobs, 


Forrest, financial secretary; William 
Degen Weinberger, chairman 
board of trustees. 

Dr. Leo Michel is chairman of re- 
lief; Harry M. Katz, legal commit- 
tee; Dave Ferguson, executive secre- 
tary. 


stein, Charles Cantor, Dan Dody, 
Nat Dorfman, Benny Fields, Lester 


‘DRUNKARD’ REELS INTO 
NINTH YEAR ON COAST 


Los Angeles, July 1. 

Eight years ago, on the night of 
July 6, Galt Bell, venturesome pro- 
ducer shortly out of college, with his 
maiden effort as a _ producer, 
wondered if he could make a go of 
‘The Drunkard,’ at the little Theatre 
Mart here. Galt, with the piece 
resurrected from the public domain 
hoped that he might get a six weeks’ 
run. 


Next Sunday, on July 6, the meller 
which the Hollywood wiseacres said | 
could not possibly stick, enters its 
ninth consecutive year, or to be more 
exact, its 417th week at the little 
playhouse, located about midway be- 
tween downtown Los Angeles and 
Hollywood. 





played every single night, but has 


formance. And, what is more, there 
has seldom been a vacant seat. It is 
true the attraction does not sell out 
as far in advance as it formerly did, 
but by curtain time every seat 
usually is sold. 

Producer Bell is not content to rest 
on his laurels. The show improves 
with each performance, new actors, 
new olio acts, stunts all of the time. 

Half of the original cast are still 
doing yeoman duty. There have been 
16 marriages of actors and two babies 
have been born since that memor- 
able July 6, 1933. Ont death, that of 
Jeffrey Williams, is recorded. 

Thirsty patrons have consumed 
2,100,000 bottles of beer, which are 
furnished gratis with the admission. 
No hard liquors are sold or per- 
mitted on the premises. There have 
been 1,750,000 sandwiches supplied 
and 6,300,000 pretzels have been 
eaten. More than 950,000 spectators 
have witnessed the performance, 
coming from all parts of the world. 
Many of these are ‘repeats,’ with 
some customers being drawn back 
week after week for their ‘belly 
laughs.’ 

As to when ‘The Drunkard’ will 
end its run here, that is proble- 
matical. 


SUNDAY SHOWS 
GET EQUITY OK 
FOR YEAR 


It’s generally understood that when 
Equity okayed more Sundays on 
Broadway, the extension was for an- 
other year, or up to May 31, 1942. 

Last Sunday, there were three 
shows played, ‘Hellzappppin,’ Winter 
Garden; ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth, 








as against a high of 14 attractions 








during several weeks in mid-winter. 
|Next Sunday (6) there will bé but 
| two, ‘Hellz’ giving up performances 
| The 
weather and if it rains they may 
draw business from visitors. Busi- 
ness is way off, but it was claimed 
| by one manager that Sunday takings 
| are better than most Monday nights 
| earlier in the season. ‘Hellz’ had a 
|fair matinee last Sunday (29) in 88 
| degree heat, but the night attend- 
ance was so much affected that dis- 


| Fact that matinees on Sunday 
been better than nights has been 
|} true for some time, upholding the 
| original contention that Sabbath 
| afternoons are more logical draws 
ithan evenings. It proved true with 
| ‘It Happens on Ice,’ which ultimately 
dropped the nights at the Center 
| ‘Ice’ is the only show due in before 
August, slated to relight about the 
middle of July. 
| Rush out of town over the long 
full stride by tomorrow (Thursday), 
but there will be a corresponding in- 
flux, as indicated by capacity reser- 
vations in New York midtown hotels. 
|If it rains the legiters will benefit, 
| including the Sunday brace of shows 


| There was an idea that this sum- 


of| mer is exceptionally good, but that} Grand 


lis not true. While the same number 


| of shows are playing, the grosses| 
the levels of} 
survivors of last season at this time, | 


|are distinctly under 


lat least in most cases. That would 


|Fair did benefit Broadway quite 


| definitely, if not to the extent that | 


1941 season will open July 14, with! Hammel, Henry Jaffe, Morris Jacobs,| some showmen expected. 


Victor Herbert’s operetta, ‘Babes in| 
Toyland,’ to play for a week. 


Dr. Elihu Katz, Harry Oshrin, Mar- 


| vin Schenck and Harry Schumer. 


There are 12 shows on the list and 


During the past eight years it has; 8& ; 
is also a composer, having recently | 


never been given at a matinee per-| completed the score of the Shuberts’ 


and ‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum | 


|on that day during July and August. | 
two are gambling on the} 


Equity Council Tables Resolution 
Barring Radicals From Union Posts; 
‘No Proof’ Key to Beaten Proposal 





Russell Hunts Play Lead 


Hollywood, July 1. 

A picture name 
by Benee Russell for the lead in 
his play, ‘I Will Rock the World,’ 





Broadway in the fall. 

Another stage piece by Russell, 
‘Heaven Please Do Not Disturb,’ may 
its break-in here. Playwright 


‘Follies, which is slated for a fall 
staging in New York. 


2? Ticket Agcies. 
Indicted By Feds 


In Surprise Move 








Surprise action by federal authori- 
ties against a majority of New York 
theatre ticket brokers was taken last 
week when 22 agencies were report- 
ed indicted for failure to stamp the 


for them. Only two or three of the 
larger agencies were involved. It is 
alleged that while the tickets were 
stampted with the regular agency 
premium of 75c over the price, a 
number were actually disposed of 
through clubs and other outlets at 
higher prices. Government’s com- 
plaint is that it did not get its right- 
ful 10% levy on that overage. (Other 
details in vaudeville department). 

Inside tipoff that the tax depart- 
ment people were making a move 
came several weeks ago when tax 
inspector Littwin, well known to 
boxoffice men and brokers, im- 
pounded all deadwood, that part of 
the pasteboard that goes into the 
tickettaker’s box. League of New 
York Theatres wished to check up 
on possible code violations, but was 
told to keep hands off. 

It was inferred that because tick- 
ets were being stamped according 
to the code’s regulations that the 
brokers figured such violations were 
| easier to detect and therefore re- 
spected the code. They did not evi- 
dently consider that the federal in- 
vestigators would discover that a 
percentage of the supposedly cur- 











higher prices. That came about 
either by a tipoff or other means. 
Brokers are somewhat apprehen- 
sive over the new ‘drive’ because it 
might endanger their 
the charges are sustained, there’s 
the possibility of revoeation by N. 
Y. License Commissioner Paul Moss, 
although the latter may not take 
such drastic action until the dis- 
| position of the legal proceeding to 
| test the validity of the state ticket 
| law, due for hearing in September. 
| Jesse Moss, in charge of investi- 
gating tax frauds in New York, also 
filed charges against the MC.G 


9 
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He said that $2,500,000 has been re- 
covered from delinquent theatres 
and cafes during the past year and 
a half. 

| The brokers named are the Acme 
| Theatre Ticket Service, 168 West 
44th street: Alewander’s, 210 West 
50th street; George J. Bascom Co., 
299 Park avenue; Louis Cohn, 223 
| West 52d street: 
street; 


Hollywood Theatre 


| Ticket Agency, 223 West 46th street; | 


| Sussman Theatre Ticket Office, Inc., 
| 20 Broad street; Park Theatre Ticket 
| Service, Inc., 705 Madison avenue; 
Rialto, 120 West 45th street: News- 
stand Theatre Ticket Office, Hotel 
225 West 49th street; 
Central Theatre Service, 
Central Terminal; Leblang- 
Grays, Inc., 1476 Broadway; Naugh- 
ton, 1619 Broadway; Leo Newman, 
1502 Broadway; Faber & Sutton, 120 
West 44th street; City Theatre Ticket 
Co., Inc., 21 West 52nd street; 


| Grand 


Named to the council: Louis Bern- tend to prove that the N. Y. World's | Gransky, 156 West 44th street; Mack- 


| ey’s Inc., 234 West 44th street; Saul 
Subber Theatre Ticket Service, Park 
|Central Hotel, and the Supreme 
| Ticket Office Inc., (no address 


two may not survive much longer. | given). 


which the Shuberts will produce on | sympathizers 


tickets with the actual price obtained | 


| rently stamped tickets were sold at | 


licenses. If | 


‘“oa nnd 
*~ AP 
P25 Se Came 
JC a 


Joe Deutseh, 145) 
! West 45th street; Joey Gold, 235 West | 
year at the N.Y. annual meeting last! Fourth of July weekend will be in| 47th 


Induction of new members of 
Equity’s council to replace those who 
resigned, after their dissatisfaction 
with the recent election, was sup- 


is being sought} posed to be routine last week, but 


there was pointed discussion over a 
| resolution barring Communists, their 
and other radicals 
from holding office or employment 
in the association. It was defeated, 
principally because it was too radi- 
cally phrased. 

Philip Loeb, a councillor who was 
in Chicago, attended last Tuesday’s 
(24) session, coming by plane. Week 
previous, when he intended being on 
hand, Loeb could not obtain permis- 
; sion to leave Chi, where he is ap- 
pearing in ‘My Sister Eileen,’ but 
Max Gordon, _ show’s producer, 
changed his mind and an understudy 
appeared in Loeb’s part that eve- 
ning. 

It is doubtful whether the resolu- 
tion would have been adopted even 
if Loeb, named by Congressman 
| Lambertson as one of half a dozen 
| Reds in the councik, had not been 
present. He was only one of a num- 
ber of those on hand who objected 
to the form of the proposal. Resolu- 
tion was introduced by Equity’s legal 
department, which had been working 
with a committee named last season 
after a similar resolution was vire 
tually adopted, then turned over to 
| the committee for further considera- 
tion. 

Loeb Sits In 


Resolution, which may eventually 
be in the form of a by-law if not an 
amendment to the constitution, was 
| voted down because it did not call 
| for proof of alleged radicalism. 
| Without such stipulation dismissal 
might have become indiscriminate 
and unfair, it was averred. Number 
of Equity leaders have demanded 
| that substantial proof be given of 
those under Red charges ever since 
Lambertson sounded off. Copy of 
the proposed resolution was sent to 
all members of the council whether 
in town or not. That brought Loeb 
| back for the session. 


Loeb, among the others named by 
Lambertson, has insisted he is not 
| 4 communist nor fellow traveler. He 
| Says he is a ‘liberal’ and has been™ 
seeking a way whereby he can clear 
| himself of the charges which orig- 
| inally appeared in the Congressional 
Record just a year ago. Loeb was of 
the group known as the Actors 
Forum, which several years ago ef- 
fected a number of changes in 
Equity regulations asserted to have 
worked to the benefit of the general 
| membership. Group was discredited 
and those members of the Forum 
who were in the council are out. but 
Loeb, known as a power in that body, 
| was elected for a second term about 
| two years ago. 

Bert Lytell, the Equity prez, has 
been most insistent that an investiga- 
tion of the charges be made by the 
Dies Committee, and although Lam- 
bertson recently aided him in getting 
action, there has been no word from 
Washington that the Dies bunch has 
any intention of going into the 
Equity matter in the near future. It’s 
explained that Washington is too 
concerned with cheeking up and 
ousting radicals in industry to give 








Fal the aetar . 

from the council wrote asking why 
their resignations were not printed 
in Equity’s magazine. The mag had 
gone to press before acceptance of 
the withdrawals was formally made. 


Seattle Grips Picket 
America First Group 
Seattle, July 1. 

Senator D. Worth Clark, of Idaho, 
|speaking here last week for the 
|America First Committee (Lind- 
bergh group), was picketed by the 
| Stage Employees Union, Local 15, 
Picket carried a sign saying, ‘Amer- 
ica First Unfair to Organized 
Labor.’ 

Stagehands’ business agent Basil 
Gray stated that the committee was 
placed on the unfair list because “of 
a refusal to employ union stage- 
hands. The union had no quarrel 
with the owners of the Eagles build-~ 
ing, where the meeting was held, © 
said he, but the employing of the - 
stagehands to handle curtain, ete., 
is up to those who hire the hall. 
| Senator Clark said the picketing 
‘was ‘a political trick.’ 
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Broadway Reaches Ebb Tide; Even 


‘Rhine’ Dips, $17,500; ‘Hattie’ $23,500 


Talu and Winston 





Westport, Conn., July 1. 
Tallulah Bankhead, 
the strawhat season last night 
(Monday) at the Country play- 
house here in ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover,’ brought part of her pri- 





Broadway has reached the ebb of 
the vear. Business has been on the 
decline for some time, which is sea- 
sonally so as the Fourth of July ap- 
proaches. Two abnormal June heat 


Current Road Shows 
(July 2-12) 


dle of the month an upturn is pos- 


sible. 
Estimates for Last Week 





—Selwyn, (2-5); Windsor, 


Chicago 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R_ Bronr. N. Y. (8-13). 


(Revue), M 
O (Operetta). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(25th week) (CD-938; $3.30). 


(Musical), F (Farce) 


»| ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 


| 


|—Curran, San Francisco (2-12). 


| 
god ‘George Washington Slept 


Here’ 


performance that threatened not to|—Garden Pier, Atlantic City (2-6). 


sell out was last Wednesday (25) ‘Hellzapoppin’—Erlanger, Chicago 
matinee; $16,500. | (2-12). 
‘Claudia,’ Booth (20th week) 


‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney) 


-712: $3.30) ‘e of the most cou-. ‘Johnny Belinda’—Winasor, Bronx, 
eer a secure surviving! N. Y. (2-6); Flatbush, Brooklyn (8- 
standouts, being helped by exploita-| 13). 
tion; around $11,000, or better. | ‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden| —Cass. Detroit, (2-12). 

(145th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Went ‘Male Animal’ (Phillips Holmes)— 


off further but claimed gross bettered | py. ‘h Brooklvn (2-6): Garden 
$16.000: has eliminated Sundays, but Flatbush, ook]; (7-13) 4 


is due to play through summer. | Pier, Alantic City - 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1.375;, ‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, 
$4.40). Suspended; boxoffice closed, cago (2-12). 
but will open Aug. 1 when campaign; ‘Vinegar Tree’—El Capitan, Holly- 
for performances in autumn _ will! wood (2-6). 
start. , 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire (85th 


sa Gruesome? |IO RITA’ CLICKS IN 
mer: around $14,000. 
DALLAS AL FRESCO 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (90th week) (C-1,013; $2.20). 
Dallas, July 1. 
third of the opera- 


Chi- 








Weather hurt here more than in 
most spots; takings dropped under | 
$7.000: not definite after next week. | 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (27th| 


‘Rio 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). 


Rita,’ 


Dipped un-/| under-the-stars series being offered | 
der $11,000 but that is okay for this! : ; Sa oa ae 
show, which has played more than | here by the Shuberts, promises to be | 


half a year. ; the best so far from an attendance 
‘Native Son,’ St. James. Stopped) standpoint. The crowds are taking 
Saturday (28) after playing 14! well to the musical show. which in- 


weeks: did fairly well for a time but} troduced the Texas Ranger to Broad- 


attendance on down grade recently, | way and which has gay Texas-border 
‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (27th week)| atmosphere. It opened Thursday 

(M-1,104; $4.40). Although affected,| night (26) at Fair Park Casino. 

it's likely to stick; a musical that} Ben Blue is seen as Chick Bean. 

does not require exceptional grosses;| the cowboy. His partner in comedy 

$15,000 estimated. |is Jack Sheean. Nancy 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 1 


46th St. (35th! Rita and sings the title tune. 


, Others 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Also eased| included in the cast are Robert 
off but still in the big money; rated! Shafer, Robert Chisholm. Leonard | 


around $23,500, with plans to extend | Ceeley. Hope Emerson, Doris Pats- 


McCord is | 


: SYLVIA 


into next season. 


week) (C-1,107; $3.30). 
around $4,000. 
‘The Beautiful 


People,’ 
(10th week) 


(C-1,004; $3.30). 


Lyceum 
Down} 


| ton, Niles Landine, Alex Alexander, | 
‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (66th! FJliott 


Dropped to 


Romertson, Harriet) Hutchins 
and Donald Gage. 


; day (25) with a better attendance 


to around $3,500; which leaves little! am Se opening omen Tea.’ 


for show after house gets its share, 


but costs little; maybe broke even. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (31st 
Like some 


week) (D-1,162; $3.30). 
others takings went to new low 
again; rated around $9,000, but defi- 
nitely slated to stiek. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (13th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Even the 
front-running straight show was ef- 
fected by the heat wave and dropped 
to around $17,500. 


[EDDIE 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 
“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 
* 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 
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Ste PAP? as 


Clear skies permitted all perform- 
ances to be given outdoors, 
rain sent ‘Blossom Time’ 
Park auditorium once. 


while 
into Fair 





McCoy’s Summer Season 


Montreal, July 1. 
Frank McCoy’s summer season of 
stock at $1 top, each week featuring 
a different star in a different play in 
| this city at His Majesty’s, is doing 
| light but on the whole satisfactory 
|biz. Grosses around $4,000 every 
| week of six nights and two mats. 
| Started week of June 16 with Fay 
| Wray,in ‘Night of January 16’; then 
|Anna Sten last week in ‘Nancy’s 
| Private Affair’; and currently with 
| Katharine Warren in ‘The Little 
| Foxes.’ 





Averaging 4G in Mont’] 


vate menagerie onstage with her, 

Actress had her Pekinese in 
the show through most of the 
third act and then caused a sen- 
sation by appearing for the cur- 
tain calls carrying her pet lion 
cub, Winston Churchill. 


opening 


59 Strawhats Listed By Equity: 
Amateur Troupes On the Rise 





Early 


or will start, during the 


this week there were 59 
summer stocks regularly listed by 
Equity, of which 34 are operating, 
week. 


000 vacationeers who spend part or 
most of the summer in the vicinity, 
Among them are many Floridians, 
sneaking out for a breath of cool air, 


There's been a rush of 16 rural spots 


Robroy Farquhar, business mana- 
to open up and more will get going 


ger, operated his own company in 





next week, but the reports that the| this spot last summer, and is re- 





Firefly Draws 
Sock $4,500 At 


—_——— 


St. Louis, July 1. 
Rudolf Friml’s musical 


total number of strawhats was much 
greater indicates that most of such 
ventures are amateur or semi-pro. 
Last season, Equity’s total of 
summer stocks was 86, and while a 
few more are due to form, it is evi- 
dent that there will be at least a 
score fewer than last summer, verify- 


sponsible for the Fifteen trying the 
mountain air. Charmine Lantaff 
Camine, wife of a prominent Miami 
realtor, is producer and backer, 
Theatre school is being operated in 
conjunction. At least one new play 
will be offered, probably ‘Magnet,’ 
by Martha Pittenger, Fifteen mem- 





romance, 
| ‘Firefly,’ which attracted 63,000 pay- 
| ees to six performances here in 1933, 


ing an earlier survey, 





Bass Rocks 
Gloucester, Mass, July 1. 


tryouts slated for current season 


while the 


. number of amateur troupes will pos- 
{. LOO Nevival «ie. 


Bass Rocks theatre here has two 


First one will be ‘Two Story House,’ 


ber, whose ‘Man From the Band’ of- 
fered last summer received some 
Broadway interest but didn’t quite 
make it, 





‘Triple Play’ for Mt. Kisco 
‘Triple Play,’  tentatively-titled 
,comedy by William Roos, will be 
| tried out the week of Aug. 18 at the 





by Parker Fennelly, will be pre-| Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
\returned for another one-week| sented by Brock Pemberton and,|N, Y. It will be staged by Jack 
stand in the Municipal Theatre| directed by Antoinette Perry, week | 


Assn’s al fresco theatre in 
|flow opening-night mob 
an estimated $4,500 turned out. 


musical 
1933. 


was 


Rosemarie Brancato, Kansa 





| bow, socked again. 
| clicked in ‘Naughty Marietta’ 
|‘Rio Rita’ here. Eric Mattson, a 
| Jack Travers, a fave of several sea 
sons, and Dorothy Sandlin, 
‘thrush, a newcomer, also scored ir 
| warbling stints. Helen 


| William Lynn, ditto. Raye and Nad 
\lin, ballroomologists, new here, als¢ 
clicked. 


Forest 
Park last night (Monday), and de- 
spite the high temperature an over- 
that paid 


Except for a few minor changes, agement. 
staged exactly as in 


City songbird, who scored solidly | 
here two years ago in her local in ‘Party,’ by Ivor Novello, July | tion on Broadway. 

Last season she| 21; Buddy Ebsen in ‘Male Animal,’ 
and | July 


of July 14. 
starred in ‘House.’ 





Krik Rhodes will 
starred in ‘Gaorge Washington Slept 
s| Here,’ July 7. 

Elsa Maxwell 


will be starred 


28; Fritzi Scheff and Eric 
s| Linden in ‘Ladies in 
- | Aug. 4; Elissa Landi in ‘Another Lan- 


Texas | guage,’ Aug. 11; and Diana Barry- 


,| more and Eric Linden in ‘The Phila- 


Raymond, | delphia Story,’ Aug. 18. 
A i a4 
| throaty comedienne, and diminutive 


Signed for the season at Bass 
.| Rocks theatre are Carol Goodner 


Frederick Bradlee, Nancy Cochrane, 


Oscar Serlin is sponsoring a local | 
tryout, week of Aug. 25, but no de-| former legit stager. 
tails have been announced by man- | 


Retirement,’ 


\ ; 1er,; Sweeney 
»| Robert Shayne, Oliver Thorndike, | ‘Major Barbara’ although 
Betty Bruce and Jack Wil- 


Hurdle, who also has the rights for a 


Madge Evans will be | possible Broadway presentation in 


the fall. 


Hurdle is a radio director and 


He held an op- 


last on Carl Allens- 


tion winter 


be| worth’s ‘Village Green,’ but dropped 


it and the piece was recently tested 
lat White Plains, N. Y., by Felix 
_Jacoves, who plans a fall produc- 





Sweeney Recuperating 

Joe Sweeney, who submitted to 
an emergency appendectomy after 
being forced to withdraw from the 
Lakewood Players, Skowhegan, Me., 
|last week, is reported in favorable 
| condition. 





insisted on opening in 
he was 
suffering intense pain, 





liams, hoofers, who won the mob/ Nancy Clark, Roger Converse, Philip | iaeaamiin’ 

last week in ‘Too Many Girls,’ are|Tongem, Katharine Bard, Belle | CHATTER 

| maintaining the pace. |Gardner, Eleanor Wilson, Juliette) Jane Cowl will do ‘Candida’ ex- 
Standouts in support are Joseph Langdon and Arthur Marlowe. Miss | Clusively for North Shore Players, 

|Macaulay, William 


O'Neal, 


|Person. Watson Barratt kicked ir 


| with some more eye-filling sets and | re. 
ithe line of 24 contributed new terp- | 


| ing routines cooked up by Al White 
Jr., and Theodore Adolphus. 


Hart smash hit, ‘Too Many Girls, 


| 000. 





Corio Ups Worcester 


Worcester, July 1. 


torium {s clicking. 


week previously, appeared in 





sufficient to draw heavily. 


First local showing of the Rodgers«| Alan Gray Holmes, opened its sec- 


ended seven-night stand Sunday 
| (29). Hot and threatening weather 


held the take to approximately $33,- | 


After a slow start the Little thea- 
tre in Worcesters Municipal Audi- 


With Ann Corio hobbling about on 


broken bone in foot in New Britain 


first | bound theatre, East Jaffrey, N. H. 
and third acts only, but name was 


John |Bard left the cast of ‘Life With | Marblehead, Mass., week of Aug. 18, 


; | Thurston, Ethel Taylor and Frederic 
‘The Merry Widow’ closed Wednes- | 


Father’ on 
, | here. 


Broadway to summer; Eleventh season of the Garrick 


Players at the New Kennebunkport 
Playhouse, Kennebunkport, Me., 
opened last night (1) with Terence 
Rattigan’s ‘French Without Tears.’ 
; Karen Van Ryn and Harry 
Townes featured. 

The Vilan-Chaney production of 
“La Belle Helene,” “swing musical” 
version of the work by Jacques Of- 
ere : eee ” || fenbach and A. P. Herbert, opens at 

Little Miss Bluebeard’; Beverly the Westport Country Playhouse, 
Roberts and John Craven in ‘Phila- Westport, Conn., Monday night (7). 
on ltd A it Pig cage Me fe Chaney directed and de- 

Shining Hour’; Ramon Novarro in | S#gned the production and ame 
‘ommand to Love’ and Anna Sten trios Vilan and Felicia Sorel have 
in ‘Smart Woman.’ set the choreography. 

The Peterborough Players, Peter- 
borough, N. H., begin their eighth 


Town Hall’s Season 
Westboro, Mass., July 1. 
"| Town Hall Playhouse, directed by 


»/Ond season here June 21 with Sally 
| O’Neil in ‘The Best People.’ 

‘ Among plays and players skedded 
by Town Hall are Fifi D’Orsay in 





Hammond’s Second Theatre 


one foot last week, boxoffice was Keene, N. H., July 1. season tomorrow night Q). Five 
biggest in the fourth of traveling Freeman Hammond. directes of plays are scheduled over the nine- 
road shows scheduled here. The i : y | wee 

toes Ae stelmear ane oe Keene Summer theatre has also| “ eek route. 





taken over operation of the Wood- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


“Arsenic in Chi Windup At $12,000, 
‘Hellz $18.500; Two Shows After 4th 





Chicago, July 1. 
Three shows are now in Chicago, 


with the sudden decision to close 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ when the} 
Grand Opera House became in- 


volved in leasehold technicalities. 
‘Arsenic’ disbanded for 


and is slated to reassemble in Sep-| 


tember for a road tour. 

It is likely also that one of the 
three remaining shows will close its 
Chicago stay on this Saturday (5). 
| This is ‘Accent on Youth,’ the Luther 
| Adler-Sylvia Sidney revival which 
has been trying to stick it out at 
the Selwyn despite poor grosses. Had 
been figuring that the good notices 
and the fine word-of-mouth would 
stimulate trade, but somehow it has 
failed to catch on thus far and it is 
not likely that the attempt will con- 
tinue to be made after this week. 
This will leave Chicago with two 
shows, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which will 
probably run through the summer at 
the Erlanger, having run at a fine 
pace, and ‘My Sister Eileen,’ which 
slumped last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Accent on Youth,’ Selwyn (4th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Despite re- 
duced admission price, it isn’t catch- 
ing on and figures to call it a run 


the summer | 





|and reassemble in the autumn for 
road jaunt. Wound up 
on finale. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Erlanger (7th week) 


| 
| (1,400; $3.30). 


number of lease technicalities, show 
is pulling out to lay off the summer 


at $12,000 




















ra ? 
Six-week season at Woodbound will | Duffy 4 Comedy 
start July 18. No schedule of plays| y . 
announced yet. 6G F 

Keene Summer theatre opened Fair ’ r1SCO 

June 30 with ‘George Washington 

Slept Here.’ Resident company in- San Francisco, July 1. 
cludes Grace MeTarnham, Adele}, Henry Duffy’s version of ‘No Time 
Wilde, Royal Beal, Ralph Clanton, | £0" Comedy’ got a fair $6,000 in its 
Lesley Savage, Graham  Velsey,| first week at the Alcazar here, with 
Mary-Ellen Fowler, Charles Mendick lc: we gy at A gy tg te 
vs production, topping. Fact that film 
| and Conrad Kluger. and the Katharine Cornell roadshow, 
“i 2'so with Lederer, piayed here re- 
Palmerton Players Bow cently is proving a handicap. 
Fitchburg, Mass., July 1. Joe E. Brown comes in Thursday 
Guy Palmerton Players at Lake | (3) with ‘The Show Off.’ 
| Whalom theatre here opened their | 
eighth season with ‘George Washing- e 
ton Slept Here, June 30. Other} El Capitan, Hollywood, 

shows slated for the summer include | 





° ’ 
. Will make a run of it | te ‘to ea De Back to Legit After ‘Kane 

| easily and will outlast anything now | a new, untitled musical, week of| 

|in the loop. Dropped ‘slightly in| U8. 11;_ and Ann Corio in ‘The | Hollywood, July 1. 

| last week’s heat at $18.500. . | Barker,’ July 28. | El Capitan, which for the past six 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ 





Harris 


(19th | 


Resident company includes Frank} weeks has been devoted to a road- 


| week) (1,000: $2.75). Has had a fine | Lyon, Sheila Bromley, 
stay here but tapering off, coming up! R 
with $8,000 last week, but jintends| 


Evelyn Daw, 
aymond Greenleaf, Richard Midg- 


|show run of ‘Citizen Kane’ to un- 
|}encouraging results, resumed its 


SAN FRANCISCO this week; $5,000. 


sticking, 


Det. ‘Father’ Also Hot 








Detroit, July 1. 

Prolonged hot spell here failed to 
whittle much off from ‘Life With 
Father,’ which still emerged with an 
approximate $16,500 in 
week at the Cass last week. 

The Dorothy Gish-Louis Calhern 
company now has rung up an esti- 


At B.0. With $16,500 


its fourth: 


ley, Louise Kirtland, Michael Harvey, 
Gordon Merrick, Jean Arden Cobb, 
Harry Lowell, Edna Skinner, William 
Ulric and Byrd Bruce. 


legit policy last week (26). Opening 
attraction is ‘The Vinegar Tree,’ 
starring Billie Burke, which has 
played in several Coast cities before 
coming here. 

Hollywood Playhouse reopens in 
August with a musical revue, ‘Fun 
for the Money,’ locally produced. 





Miami Theatre to N. C. 
Hendersonville, N. C., July 1. 
Miami's Theatre of the Fifteen has 
moved to the mountains here for the 





summer and opens tonight with ’ 
Mark Reed’s ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.’ Permanent company of Added Strawhats 


15 people, incorporated as a produc- 
ing group, is now two years old. It 
spent last summer on Cape Cod and 
last winter in Miamf. 


(Equity-Approved Only) 





Glen Rock (N. J.) playhouse— 
Paul Vroom and Frederick Calvin. 


mated $78,000 in the first month’s'| 


| Theatre is the 250-seat, $1.10 top 


Michiana Shores (Ind.) theatre. 


Management: WM. 
1776 Broadway 





KENT 
New York 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand 


Old Mill Playhouse, a famous old 


stretch, a new record toppi by f : * 
PPINng Sy tar | mill. Situated in the fashionable 


the comparable $2.75 scale record 





(12th and final week) (1,200; $2.75). 

















Rather than become mixed up in a 


previously held by John Barrymore 
in ‘My Dear Children.’ 





Flat Rock section, with many big es- 
tates, it can also draw from the 30,- 


Chapel 
oe 2 

Farragut players, Rye Beach, N. H. 

Eagles Mere (Pa.) playhouse. 


playhouse, Great Neck, 
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ELITCH GARDENS’ 50" ANNI, 


T'S THE OLDEST 
OUMMER THEATRE 


Many Famous Names Have 
Appeared at Denver Stock 
Spot, Founded By Mary 
And John Elitch—Opened 
To the Public in May, 1891 








P.A. THERE AN HONOR 





By JACK ROSE 





(For the most part gleaned from 
‘The Lady of the Gardens—Mary 
Elitch Long, written by Caroline 
Lawrence Dier.) 





Elitch Gardens—a part of Denver. 
And in it is located the Elitch Sum- 
mer Theatre, in operation 50 years, 
the longest continuous operation for 
any summer stock theatre. The 
complete list of players appearing at 
this old house contains many who 
have before and since made names 
for themselves in theatre and on the 
screen. To appear at the Elitch was 
considered such an honor that one 
actress cancelled a summer vacation 
in Europe to appear at the famous 
playhouse. 
one of the founders—Mary Elitch— 
had much to do with her decision. 

Mary Elizabeth Hauck was mar- 
ried to John Elitch, Jr., an actor and | 

athlete of some fame, whose life- 
long dream was to own a park and 
theatre. In 1882 the bride and groom 


moved to Denver and spent several | 


, 


years looking for a ‘place with trees. 
Sixteen acres in the Highlands, ad- 
jacent to and now a part of Den- 
ver, were bought, a zoo installed, 
amusement park and theatre built, 
and in May, 1891, opened to the pub- 
lic. The park was packed on the 
opening day. 


Present at the opening were Nat| 
Pacific | 


the 
P. T. Barnum, 


Goodwin, en route to 
Coast; Stuart Robson, 


Mr. and Mrs. Stratton (General and | 


Mrs. Tom Thumb), May _ Irwin, | 
Edgar L. Davenport and Eugene | 
Field, then working on the Denver | 


Republican. 


John Elitch died March 10, 1891, 


and from there the work of build- | 


ing the Denver amusement spot be- 
came the life work of his widow. 
Their home had been in a cottage in 


the park, and there she continued 
to live until her death a few years 
ago. 


The first stock company was or- 
ganized in 1897, after vaudeville and 
concerts had utilized thre theatre 
Since its opening. Stock was com- 
ing into an ascendency, and Mrs. 
Elitch decided to capita:ize on it. 
an the first company, directed by 


George Edeson, were James O'Neill, 

Jane Kenmark, Walter Edwards, | 
Margaret May, _— t oO Wil- 
liam Burress, Rolind Bainbridge, 

Lenora Bradley and “Lill an Dailey 

The opening play was ‘Helene,’ by 

Martha Morton. Others that year in- 

cluded ‘A Bachelor’s Romance,’ 
‘Reaping the Harvest,’ ‘Our Regi- 

ment’ and ‘The Rajah.’ 


Mary Elitch Credited As 
Starting ‘Children’s Day’ 


Mary Elitch is given credit for | 
having started the now popular 
Children’s Day, in use by amusement | 
parks over the country. This had | 
much to do with the rapidly rising | 
popularity of the park in Denver. | 
She also started the ‘Child’s Som | 
panion,’ which at one time had a 
free circulation of 15,000, with the) 
Paper in much demand from adults | 
as well. 

Introduction of Antoinette Perry 
to the stage is told in this from | 
‘Lady of the Gardens’: | 

‘Here is a snapshot (in a scrap- 
book) of little Antoinette Perry, a 
baby of four, who walked fearlessly | 
into my goldfish pool to ‘det er fiss 





Personal friendship for | 


* 





to pay wif.” Her first public ap- 
pearance was at the age of 11 in a 
small part in my theatre. Today, 
with a brilliant career as an actress 
behind her, having played leading 
lady to such great actors as David 
Warfield, Antoinette is a successful 
producer in New York City. Her 
young daughter, Margaret Perry, has 
been starred in several pictures.’ 


The first stage experience of Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Sr., was gained on the 
Elitch stage. About 12 and a great 
admirer of Shakespeare, his mother 
had read all the plays with him. 
Hearing that Shakespeare was to be 
given at the Elitch theatre, and not 
having funds to purchase a ticket, 
Fairbanks appeared at the theatre 
one morning and asked if there was 
any work to do so he could earn 
one.. On being told there was not, 
the future star walked on the stage, 
and after looking it over, suggested 


appearance. The rough boards re- 
ceived their scrubbing and Fairbanks 
received his ticket. He later became 
a pupil of Margaret Fealy, and in a 
very few years Fairbanks was trod- 
ing the Elitch boards as a real ac- 
tor. His first part was Reginald 
Lumley in ‘Cousin Kate.’ 


Starting im 1897, for 15 years 
Elitch’s offered a large orchestra in 
Friday afternoon concerts. Directing 
this were first Raffaelo Cavello, and 
later Horace Tureman. Tureman is 
still in Denver where he instructs 
besides being director of the Civic 
Symphony orchestra. Among the 
notables who made their first Denver 
appearances with the Elitch orches- 
tra are seen the names of Gadski, 
|Amato, Josef Hofmann, Harold 
Bauer, Nordica, Rappold, Scotti, 
Louis Persinger, Fritz Kreisler and 
Paderewski. 
| The 1898 theatre season 
| with ‘Esmeralda’ 





opened 
with Walter Ed- 


that a good scrubbing might help its | 


— and Margaret Dibdin in the | 


leads. Others included Meta May- 
| nard, Leonora Bradley, Daisy Lover- 
| ing, Harry Leighton, Thomas W. 
| Ross, W. M. Wadsworth, 
| Jennings, J. Rush Bronson, Robert 


E. Bell, Ray Southard and Laura 
| Alberta. George R. Edeson was di 
rector. 


'1899 Was an Unusually 
Successful Season 


year, with Walter Clarke Bellows as 
director, and Howard Hansel and 
| Henrietta Crosman as leads. In the 
|company were Henry Kolker, Fred- 
erick Conger, Scott Cooper, Brigham 
Royce, Herman Sheldon, 
Robson, Lillian Dailey, 

Field and Madge Cooper. 


Eleanor 


company was consolidated with the 
| Elitch theatre, and as a result Mrs. 
| Elitch engaged some 


DeWitt | 


1899 was an unusually successful | 


| 
| 


| 





Katherine 


In 1900 the Manhattan Beach Stock 


of the most! 


prominent players of that time for | 


'Elitch. Blanche Bates appeared in 
one of her successes, 


‘As You Like | 


| It,’ with Miss Bates as Rosalind. The | 
back of the building was removed so | 


that the stage extended out beneath 
the trees, producing the 
achievement of forest and pastoral 


scenes This was acclaimed a mas- 
terpiece of staging and theatrical 
art. 

The week of July 15, 1900, marked 
the 1,500th performance given in the 
theatre and was the occasion for a 
celebration in the form of fireworks 
brilliant illumination and _= special 
music. 

In November, 1900, Mary Elitcl 
was married to Thomas Long of 
Denver. The Rev. William O’Ryan 
officiated and Burns Mantle was best 


man. 


Elitch opened in 1901 with ‘Sowing 
| the Wind’ with Hobart Bosworth and | 
'Eleanor Moretti in the leads. 
‘Blanche Walsh was signed for a! 
month in ‘Under Two Flags,’ ‘Fe- | 
| dora,’ ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ with she | 
the Romeo and Maude Fealy the, 
Juliet, and ‘La Tosca.’ - Attendance | 
during the month was record-break- | 
ing, but even so, the management 
was accused of unheard of liberality 
when it was heard that Miss Walsh 
was paid $750 a week. 

The Elitch theatre opened in 1902 
with ‘Pudd’nhead Wilson,’ by Mark | 
Twain, dramatized by Frank Mayo, | 
and was one of the plays he Was| 
|seen in in Denver a few days before 
his death. 


A baby of three, Maude Fealy was! 


ultimate | 





engaged as an actress at a $10 sal- | were brought from the east, includ- | 
ary, and later returned as the the-| ing $50,000, a gift of Julia Arthur. 


atre’s leading lady at $750 a week. , 
Miss Crosman was so popular in, 
Crosman, Bosworth Denver that hundreds of lithographs 
° of her were stoler: from windows as 
Were the Leads in 1903 


fast as they were placed. 
Henrietta Crosman and Hobart During 190, Minnie Maddern 
Bosworth were the leads for 1903. 


Fiske was at the theatre, and in her 
company were George Arliss, John | 





William Mack, conceded at that time 


‘to be the representative talent of 


the American stage. Also at the 


theatre during the 1905 season were 
McRae, Edward Mackey, 
Theodore Roberts, Charles Dickson, 
Francis Powers, Cecil B. DeMille, 
Joseph Kaufman, Henry Kolker, Wil- 
liam Carey, May Buckley, Olive 


Bruce 























Carloads of scenery and costumes | Mason, Charles Courtwright and | (Continued on page 52) 
_— —— 
ELITCH’S THEATRE 
1891-1941 
. Congratulations to Mr. A. B. 
Gurtler and Mr. George 
Somnes 
Cecil B. DeMille 
Ona Munson 
The Gardens Antoinette Perry 
Sanford Holmes Barbara Robbins 
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Roy Roberts 
Selena Royle 


As Members of the Golden 


We Extend Congratulations 


Don Woods 
Ruth Matteson 
Viola Roache 
Helen Bonfils 

Augusta Dabney 
Jacqueline DeWit 
Lawrence Fletcher 
Richard Irving 
Freddie Sherman 
Emmett Rogers 
Frank Jacquet 
Lucian Self 
Arthur E. Gould-Porter 
Victor Paganuzzi 


James Todd 
Jane Wyatt 


Company and the 


Gardens Theatre 
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Following the bitterest fight in its 
history, the American Newspaper 
Guild concluded its eighth annual 
convention in Detroit June 28 by 
referring to the general membership 
the election 
making the constitutional change— 
the international officers hitherto 
were chosen by the convention dele- 
gates—the newspapermen’s union 
froze into office its present execu- 
tives to Nov. 1, when the winners 


of the national plebiscite take office. © 


Charges of Communism were 
rampant in the convention, headed 
by delegations from Washington, 
Los Angeles, Seattle and Detroit, 
with both the Guild Reporter, the 
Guild’s publication, and Milton Kauf- 
man, executive vice-president, being 
singled out for violent attack. 
Charges against Kaufman provoked 
an all-night session, which went 
until 4:30 a.m., when vindication was 
voted by $1 to 80. 

That same margin marked most 
of the present administration’s vic- 
tories in the convention 
weighty support of New York's 34 
delegates. On only one point—a 
change in the election of five vice- 
presidents to local determination 


of new officers. In | 


hour administrator, had charged 


{that the private contracts between | Time, Inc 
| the newspaper company and its em- | 


| ployee were fictitious, but the lower 
court, and the appeal court, found 
them bonafide. 





New Yorker's Juxtapositions 


lneat job of taking the professional 


hide off one Fogarty, writer of the 
Knoxville (Tenn.) News-Sentinel. 
Under the heading, ‘Funny Coinci- 


dence Department,’ it listed five re- 
cent instances in which Fogarty had 
paraphrased, and in 
cases copied word for word, para- 
graphs from Howard Brubaker's ‘Of 
All Things’ column in New Yorker 
issues of a few days previous. Mag 
| didn’t comment, but merely reprint- 
ed the corresponding quotes side by 
side. 

Incident recalled the case of some 
years ago when Christopher Morley 
exposed a long list of ‘coincidence’ 
similarities between his writing and 


closely 


with the |the late O. O. McIntyre’s column. 


Morley commented at the time that 
whenever he felt discouraged he 


|could always cheer himself with the 


‘thought that ‘Odd McIntyre likes my 


rather than a general vote-—were stuff, anyway.’ 


the anti-administration forces suc- | 


cessful, although both sides were in | 
accord on the change in the Guild's 
elective process. 

The two slates in the coming inter- 
national election are: 

Administration — Donald Sullivan, 
Boston, president; Kaufman and Vic- 
tor Pasche, secretary-treasurer (can- 
didates for re-election); for 
presidents: Agnes Fahy, 
Rollin Everett, Cincinnati; 
Lare, San Antonio; Ralph Foster, 





Alice-Leone Moats in Moscow 

Alice-Leone Moats and Collier’s 
|got one of those newspaperman 
| breaks when she finally got to Mos- 
cow 48 hours before the Nazi blitz 


after having been turned back sev- | 


/eral times, this despite a Russian 
visa from Ambassador Oumansky in 


vice- | Washington. Miss Moats, a friend of 
Newark; | the Laurence Steinhardts (he’s U.S. 
Frank | ambassador to the Soviet), made a 


|ecolorful and arduous trek from 


Toronto; William Brode, San Diego; | Japan to Harbin but was turned 


James Whitaker, New York; Alex- 
ander Kendrick, Philadelphia; Julius 
Klyman, St. Louis; Walter Burson, 
of Pittsburgh, and Don Pinkston, of 
Sidux City. 
Anti-Administration—Milton Mur- 
ray, Detroit Guild president, for in- 
ternational president; Sam Eubanks, 
Oakland, executive vice-president; 
William B. Rodgers, secretary-treas- 
urer; for vice-presidents: Louis Ade, 
of Hammond; Edward Allen, of Bos- 


ton; Kenneth Crouse, St. Paul; James | 


Crow, Los Angeles; Walter Engels, 
New York; James Farmer, Seattle: 
Harry Martin, Memphis; Jules 
Schick, Philadelphia, and Joseph 
Walsh, Wilkes-Barre. 





Dallas News Wins Case 


| back on the Manchurian-Siberian 
| border. She then came via Man- 
| dalay up the Burma Road to Chung- 
| king, and thence to Moscow, reach- 
|ing just jn time to start filing. 

Collier’s, which handled Andre 
faurois’ stuff on a two-three week 
| break, hopes to ditto for Miss Moats’ 
stuff. Normally Collier’s is four to 
six weeks ahead of publication date. 





A Rib For a Brush 
The New York dailies, especially 
the tabs, gave the Brenda Frazier- 
Shipwreck Kelly nuptials the jour- 
nalistic rib for one or another rea- 
son. The Mirroe (Hearst) was most 
| poisonous with a by-lined story re- 
counting how Miss Frazier’s secre- 
| tary, heretofore a pushover for the 


New Yorker mag last week did a 


some | 


| A suit by Fred Shevrin against | 
was revealed Wednesday | 
(25) in N. Y. supreme court for the | 
although action has been | 


first time, 
on file for 
|} ages of 


Suit seeks dam- 
for the alleged 


months. 
$10,000 


Pas LITERATI VARIETY 
Red Issue Dominates Gulld statute. Philip B. Fleming, wage wall Promotion Suit Vs. Life 




















‘Oliver, Constance Adams, Dorothy 


plagiarism on an idea to promote _Goldthwaite, Edna Aug and Eleanor 


| radio publicity of Life. 


publishers of Life, which agreed he 
would be paid if it was used. He 
says he was not paid, but that the 
idea was used, 





Short-Lived Chi Strike 

Three Chicago evening dailies, the 
Times, Herald-American and the 
News, were tied up for two days 
last week by a strike of the printers 
despite the frowns of the national 
officials of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. Papers used vari- 
ous devices and out-of-town presses 
to get the editions out. Strike was 
settled as suddenly as it started, and 
by Friday (27) the papers were run- 
ning normally. 

New Chicago A.M. Daily 

Reports persist of the entry of a 
new morning paper in Chicago. 

Since the demise of the Hearst Her- 
ald-and-Examiner, leaving the morn- 
ling field solely in the hands of the 
Chicago Tribune, there have been 
continual rumors of a new morning 
sheet. But it now appears that the 
Chicago Times, evening tabber, is 
readying to enter the a.m. field the 
morning after Labor Day. 








LITERATI OBITS 


John D. Osborne, 42, former news- 
paperman and more recently secre- 
tary and campaign manager to Sen- 
ator W. Warren Barbour of New 
Jersey, died June 25 at the Roose- 
velt Hospital, New York. 

Daniel D. Clark, 70, editor and 
publisher of the State Centre Rec- 
ord, Bound Brook, N. J., died June 
26 at the Somerset hospital, Somer- 


| set, N. J., after a long illness. 





newspaperman, died June 24 in Los 
Angeles after a long illness. 

S. Fred Hogue, 69, editorial and 
|feature writer for 36 years on the 
|Los Angeles Times, died June 28 in 
|Los Angeles, Native of Waynes- 
| burg, Fla., he began his newspaper 
career as a reporter on the Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., Register in 1893. 

Agustin Edwards, 63, owner and 
publisher of El Mercurio of Santiago, 
| Chile’s most important newspaper 


| 


The Fifth U. S. Circuit Court of | P’®Ss, gave the tab’s newsman and | and one of the South America’s top 


Appeals in New Orleans Friday (27), 
in upholding the denial of an in- 
junction asked by the wage and hour 
division of the U. S. Department of 
Labor against the A. H. Belo corpo- 
ration, publishers of the Dallas 
Morning News, sat down pretty hard 
on New Deal administrators who 


take the position that their own in-'! 
terpretations of the law must be fol- | 


lowed. 

The Federal court in its opinion 
said that the views of proponents 
and opponents on any law were of 
no value in its construction and 


added if an administrator should at- | 


tempt to give legal construction to a 
law through his own legal staff, he 
would be in the position of a judge 
in his own cause who has written 
his decision before hand. 


The appellate court apparently 
found this contention the chief is- 


sue in the case, and its decision an- 
nounced that the authorities cited did 
not support it. 

As for the Dallas News, it may 
continue to enter into contracts with 
its employes so long as the contracts 


do not piace the rate of pay below | Brush won't have to care about the series of 


that called for in the wage and hour 
bs ipa Dry oes 
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From rag-time to jazz, 
through jazz to swing, 
the trend of popular 
music and the persons 
who led it are described 


“Ww. Cc. 
HANDY 


in his new book 


“FATHER OF 
THE BLUES” 


ness MACMILLAN 


stores $3 


ph IN 


| pre-marital pictures, Whereupon 
the Mirror dug up a particularly 
grimacing still photo of Brenda, and 
| didn’t do right by Shipwreck Kelly 
either, with a scowling likeness, both 
at Stork Club, caught in their off 
| moments. 

| The News also put emphasis on the 
‘most expensive simplicity’ which 
keynoted the wedding of a couple of 
cafe society's darlings. 


Katharine Brush Again 





good one in ‘You Go Your Way’ 
(Farrar & Rinehart). It’s good be- 
cause it’s amusing, and it’s amus- 
ing because it’s an _ outstanding 
example of swell dialog holding up 
the lightest of modern marriage 
plots. Sneeze aud you'll blow the 
story over. But that dialog! 

This paragraph’s guess_ is that 
; there’s a picture here, ‘though it 
| would take a bit of doing and a 
| whole lot of playing. Meanwhile, if 
|all the women buy it who would 
' have liked to have written it—Miss 


—————— 


| film, vighte 

Lyons Column to McNaught 

| Leonard Lyons’ Broadway column 
| for the New York Post has been 
|syndicated since last week by Mc- 
|Naught instead of King Features, 
which had been handling it since 

1939. Lyons said he cancelled his 
pact with the Hearst-owned syndi- 
cate after Col. Joseph Willicombe, 
|secretary to Hearst, sent two wires 
in the name of ‘The Chief’ squawk- 
ing about Lyons featuring Orson 
Welles in the column, Two Hearst 
papers had previously dropped the 
Broadway pillar. 

Hearst’s objection to Welles stems 
from ‘Citizen Kane,’ Welles initial 
pieture, to which the publisher ob- 
jected because, allegedly, it so close- 
ly resembles his own life. 





New Orleans Item Sold 
Sale of the New Orleans Item, 
leading afternoon daily, fo Ralph 
Nicholson of Tampa, was revealed 


Friday (27) by Colonel James M. 
Thomson, retiring publisher and 
president. 


J. W. Fanz, business manager of 
the Item, is the secretary of the new 
corporation and Marshall Ballard, 





editor. 


| 18 of a heart attack. One of the most 


| influential figures in South America,| Brown, George Pauncefort, Beach 
adin8| Cooke and Hal Crane, with Rollo 


| Edwards for 40 years took a le 
| part in his country’s activities, serv- 
| ing as Chilean Minister to the Court 
| of St. James from 1910 to 1925. 
| was publisher of a score of Chilean 
| Magazines, several dealing with 

films, and published many books. 


| 


| CHATTER 





Lee Mortimer, film critic of the | Isobel 
Katharine Brush has got another|N- Y- Daily Mirror, gathering ma- | Fredric March, Cora Witherspoon, 


| terial in Hollywood, 


Muriel Babcock, former editor of | Edna 
was appointed to a | Moffatt 


Picture Play, 
|similar job on Movies magazine. 

Theodore Pratt doing his sixth 
{novel on Florida, laid back in the 
| early days of the state. Knopf will 
publish. 

Columbia (S. C.) State celebrated 
|50th anniversary with special 112- 
| page edition June 25, William Elliott 
|is publisher. 

Agent George Bye’s reconstruction 

of his Connecticut home is told in a 
before-and-after photos, 
jplus a story, in current 
Beauticul > aag. 

Walter Duranty arrived in U. S. 
|last week from his NANA assign- 


| 
|}ment abroad to make a summer lec- | 


| . Tv 

| ture tour. Former N. Y. Times Mos- 
cow correspondent hopes to return 

| to Russia in the fall. 


| George H. Lyon, assistant to the | Elitch 


|publisher of PM, 


|daily, has resigned. 


New York tab 
He has no fu- 
|ture plans at present. Lyon was for- 
;merly managing editor and part 
|owner of the Buffalo Times. 
| ‘Sodom By the Sea’ (An Affection- 
ate History of Coney Island), written 
| by Jo Ransom (Brooklyn Eagle and 
| Brooklyn Variety correspondent) 
| and Oliver Pilat, will be out July 11 
under Doubleday, Doran imprint. 

Arthur D. Mackie, theatre editor 
of the Jersey (Jersey City) Journal, 
was honored at a dinner given by 
Hudson County’s theatrical and 
/newspaper people in recognition of 
his 25 years in the newspaper busi- 
ness. 

Milt Caniff, who draws ‘Terry and 
the Pirates’ strip for Chi Trib-N. Y. 
News syndicate, has been assigned 
by Mayor LaGuardia, director, to 
make illustrations for Office of Civ- 
ilian Defense posters and other 





printed material. 


Plaintiff charges he submitted his | \ 
idea in October, 1940, to Time, Inc.,; formances at the theatre in 


Hugh M. Love, 62, veteran coast, Dollar Mark,’ ‘Man and Superman,’ 


| Carey. 

Sarah Bernhardt gave two per- 
1906, 
/matinee and _ night, 
|‘Camille’ and ‘La Sorcerie.’ Tie 
house was packed at both perform- 
; ances. 
theatre trust was in full sway, and 


peared. 
an independent theatre, 
forced to use a tent. 
leading woman, and the rest of the 
Elitch stock, appeared in both plays 
as ‘supes,’ supporting Bernhardt and 
her French cast. 


Douglas Fairbanks returned to his 
home town to appear in several 
plays at Elitch’s, also in 1906. He 
appeared as Reginald Lumley in 
‘Cousin Kate’; Karl Blitz in ‘Heidel- 
berg’; Lieut. Ainslee in ‘Secret Serv- 
ice’ and Bobby Newcombe in ‘The 
Japanese Nightingale.’ 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ was played by 
the Elitch company for the first time 
in stock. 7 


David Warfield appeared in 


she was 





two 


| plays at the end of the 1908 season, | 


| in ‘Music Master’ and ‘A Grand 
Army Man.’ Ig these two plays a 
former Elitch ‘baby’ 
home. She was Antoinette Perry, 
appearing as Warfield’s leading lady. 
Aug. 30 was declared a special David 
Warfield Day, with large delegations 
.coming from cities”~ more than 100 
miles distant. 

In 1913 Lewis Stone was engaged 
as leading man. He was considered 
to be the most popular man in that 
role in stock, having held that post 
with the Oliver Morosco Stock in 
Los Angeles for eight years. Crystal 
Herne was his leading woman. Plays 
that year included ‘The Talker,’ ‘The 





‘Heir to the Hoorah,’ ‘The Gambler’ 
and others. 
Mulvilhill’s High Standard 

In 1916 John M. Mulvihill was 
made manager of the Gardens, and 
in 1920 was also named manager of 
the theatre, and until his death in 
1930 maintained the high standards 
and demands set by Mary Elitch 
Long. The first company under the 
Mulvihill management, with Ann 
Mason as leading woman, included 





| 


| 


He’! Helen Menken, Edward G. Robinson, 


House | 


| } : : , Heien Lutrelle, Charles Trowbridge, 
| photog the brushoff on its quest for | dailies, died after a long illness June | 


Richard Carle, Marion Ballou, 
Peggy Boland, Earl Mitchell, Albert 


Lloyd as director. In the years that 
followed were such notable names as 


Violet Heming, Paul Gordon, Ernest 
Glendenning, C. Henry Gordon, 
Ona Munson, Jane Wyatt, Selena 
Royle, Roy Roberts, James Todd, 
Barbara Robbins, Sylvia Sydney, 
Elsom, Albert Hackett, 
Florence Eldridge, Tom Powers, 
James, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Johnson, Flora Sheffield, 
Madge Evans, George Brent, Lily 
Cahill, Harold Lloyd, Florence 


appearing inj} 


At that time the so-called | 
Elitch theatre was the only place! 
in Colorado, at which Bernhardt ap- | 
In other places, not having | 


May Buckley, | 


Elitch Gardens’ 50th Anni 


Continued from page 5! 








| Boy,’ second week offering, grossed 
strongly, as did the opening show. 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ current, bowed 
ito sellouts. 

Josh Billings, oldest boxoffice man 
in Denver and known to thousands 
of theatre people from coast to coast, 
is again in charge of the boxoffice, 
| He reports season reservations are 


| heavy. 
| 














| Moss Hart Burns 





am, ontinued from page 3 


tion for having given Kaye his big 
opportunity and should return to the 
show when it reopens in the fall. 
Author is concerned over the hefty 
investment in the show, still only 
partly paid off and dependent on 
continued strong business in the fall. 

Kaye disputes statements of the 
Sam H. Harris office, producers 
(with Hart) of ‘Lady,’ that he had 
given no indication of his intention 
of not returning when the show re- 
opened. He asserts he told Hart 
numerous times about offers for the 
Cole Porter and several other pro- 





spective musicals. In fact, he says, 
Hart himself was talking to him 
about another new show, one to be 
written by Hart and Kurt Weill and 


came back|to involve a huge cast of children 


and a single adult. Kaye declares 
that after refusing for three weeks 
to sign a new contract for ‘Lady’ for 
the fall, he finally delayed signing 
with Freedley for a day, so he could 
inform Hart of his intention before 
actually going ahead. However, he 
says, he was unabie to reach the 
playwright. 
Up to $2,900 a Week 

Kaye’s contract for ‘Let’s Face It’ 
calls for star billing and a salary of 
$1,000 a week, plus 15% on every- 
thing over $20,000 gross per week. 
With a hit show, that could bring 
him as much as $2,900 a week. When 
he was cast for ‘Lady,’ he got $250 a 
week, and after the show clicked in 
New York, was paid an additional 
$300 a week to sign a run-of-the-play 
contract, instead of the previous 
two-weeks-notice deal. He reiterates 
that he is grateful to Hart for the 
‘Lady’ break, likes him personally 
and would greatly regret a serious 
break in their friendship. But he 
feels that he was given the part in 
‘Lady’ because Hart and the Harris 
office wanted him, not because they 
were trying to do him a favor. And 
he regards the $300-a-week raise 
both as something he justly earned 
and as an inducement for him to sign 
the run-of-the-play contract, not as 
a gratuitous bonus. He therefore 
doesn’t think he is under any obliga- 
tion, contractual or moral, to return 
to ‘Lady’ at a cost to his own career. 

Kaye, current at the N. Y. Para- 
mount, will continue two more 
weeks, possibly three, and then goes 
to Hollywood, opening Aug. 7 at 
Ciro’s for a six-day engagement in- 
tended more or less as a ‘showing’ 
for the picture crowd. He says, how- 
ever, that he has no film commit- 





Rittenhouse, Lea Penman and June 
Walker. 

Mulvihill was succeeded as presi- | 
dent and manager by Arnold B.!} 
Gurtler, his son-in-law, who has had 
the same visions and aspirations of 
Mrs. Long—that of keeping Elitch 
Gardens and Theatre at the high 
level expected of them by the peo- 
ple of Denver. Gurtler has safely 
and conservatively piloted both en- 


always keeping the theatre company 





;and Donald Woods, leads, and Viola 


up to standard even though not al- 
| ways making profits. 

For seven years, counting 1941, 
George Somnes has directed and his 
productions have always been ‘in the 
tradition,’ adequately staged | 
and with down-to-earth acting the| 
characteristic that brings the} 
crowds. 

And so Elitch started its 50th year | 
of operation with ‘Skylark’ the open- 
ing attraction. In the Golden | 
| Jubilee company are Ruth Matteson 








Roache, Helen Bonfils, Jacqueline 
DeWitt, Augusta Dabney, Arthur E. 
Gould-Porter, Richard Irving, Law- 
rence Fletcher, Freddie Sherman 
and Emmett Rogers. Lucian Self is 
back as stage manager and Victor 
Paganuzzi as scenic artist. 

The season will run 11 weeks, and 
besides ‘Skylark,’ offerings include 
‘The Male Animal,’ ‘Ladies in 
Retirement,’ ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ 
‘The Little Foxes,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
‘Old Acquaintance,’ ‘The Royal Fam- 
ily,’ ‘The Guardsman,’ and one other 





to be selected later. ‘Skylark’ 
opened the season June 16. ‘Golden 





| discussed. 


ments and that no deal is even being 
‘Let’s Face It’ goes into 
rehearsal about Sept. 1. Veree Teas- 
dale .<Brs. 
yoodner, Eve Arden and Benny 
Baker are tentatively set for the 
cast. 
Eddie Davis Vice Kaye? 


Eddie Davis, comedian-singer of 
Leon & Eddie’s, 52d street, N. Y., 
nitery, is mentioned as Kaye’s re- 


Sept. 1. Other cast changes involve 
Willard Parker for Victor Mature 
and Walter Coy for Macdonald 
Carey. Bert Lytell also will not re- 
turn to the show; he’s reported 
desirous of getting another play. 
Number of cast withdrawals is said 
to be the result of the 1l-week lay- 
off, which some of the players regard 
as too long. Reason for the extended 
layoff is the desire of Gertrude 
Lawrence, the star, to have a rest 
from her exhausting part. She may 
or may not appear during the sum- 
mer at the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., operated by her husband, 
Richard Aldrich. 





Six Chautauqua Concerts 


Chautauqua, N. Y., July 1. 

A series of six symphonic concerts 
has been set here and will be broad- 
cast over NBC. 

Soloists to appear will be Albert 
Stoessel as conductor and Mischa 
Mischakoff as soloist on July 20, 
George Britton, baritone, on July 27; 
Georges Miquelle, viola cellist, on 
Aug. 3; Suzanne Fisher, on Aug. 10; 
Georges Barrere, on Aug. 17, and 
Evan Evans on Aug. 24. 
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Broadway 





Mary Brian to Reno. - 
William A. Brady has arthritis. ~ 
Jimmy Cagney vacationing in 


wm 

Willie Moore fell and fractured a 
shoulder. 

Brock Pemberton having trouble 
with one of his feet. 

Terry Lawlor lost her 91-year-old 
grandmother last week. 

Victor Leighton, up from Florida, 
soon goes to Maine to fish. 

Publicist David E. Green to the 
Coast next week; his first trip. 

John Cecil Holm finishing a book 
with Philly background. It’s his 
first. 

Madora Keene of ‘Separate Rooms’ 
bruised in taxi accident Saturday 
but went on. ; 

Robert Montgomery taking it easy 
on his Pawling, N. Y., farm. Ar- 
rived from the Coast last week. 

Joe Heidt, the Theatre Guild press 
agent, to handle cafe at Suffern 
strawhat instead of young Sardi. 

Charley Washburn back in town 
after being in Chicago all season 
with ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ com- 


any. 

araneet Tracy and Bill Grady, 
who came east last week, have gone 
up to Maine and Vermont for a va~- 
ash. 

. Russell Holman, eastern rep of 
Paramount's studio, arrived in New 
York Monday (30) from 10-day visit 
on the Coast. 

Jack Cole Dancers sail Aug. 1 for 
Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana Casino, 
opening Aug. 15 for six weeks. 
Booked by Jack Davies. 

Monte and Helene Samuel in from 
New Orleans for a quickie en route 
to their usual summer in the Maine 


woods. Back in September. | 
Herbert Jacoby, impresario of 
Ruban Bleu, took over the Play- 


house Kitchen at Westport in con- 
junction with the Westport Play- 
house. 

Virginia Dale, new Paramount 
actress, went to Myrtle Beach, N. C., 
Monday (30) as honor guest of an- 
nual convention of North and South 
Carolina Motion Picture Theaire 
Owners. 

Extraordinary roadhouse business 
enjoyed by Ben Marden’s Riviera 
this summer, what with the excel- 
lent weather break, etc., is the talk 
of the business. New Chester Hale 
show (third edition) opens July 10 

Don Higgins. publicist at March of 
Time, vacationing in Puerto Rico, 
being sixth time he’s chosen this spot 
for rest. Fred Schaefer, RKO’s press 
book chief, back to his old home 
town, Louisville, on his vacash this 
week. 

Universal exec Matty Fox will ap- 
parently escape the draft. When he 
appeared before his local board re- 
cently to obtain permish to leave 
California for his annual summer as- 
signment at the company’s N. Y. 
headquarters. he was informed he 
would probably not be calied now 
for 10 months or a year. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Frederick C. Schang, Jr., and his 
son back from a West Indies trip. 


The Justin Sturms to Bucks! 
County to visit Jack Kirkland and 
Haila Stoddard. 

Peggy French here with her, 


family before playing summer stock 
at Cohasset, Mass. 
Helen Olheim, Metropolitan Opera 


contralto, resting here before sailing} 


for South American dates. 

Lily Pons entertaining 
for Fred and Ella Bradna, of 
ling Brothers Circus, playing at 
Bridgeport. 

Max Gordon, Richard Rodgers, 
Lily Pons, Andre_ Kostelanetz, 
Valentina, Edna Ferber, Kathleen 
Comegys at Playhouse opening Mon- 
day night (30th). 


oo Mees. 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 


today (2) 


Pic thesp Marta Flores vacation- 
ing in Spanish Morocco. 

Julio Pena considering several 
offers while original pic, with Jean 
Choux directing off indefinitely. 

Jose Isbert, Pilar Soler, Guadalupe 
Munoz Sampedro and Manolo Gon- 


zalez slated for roles in ‘Alma de 
Dios’ (‘Soul of the Gods’). 
Cabarets now shuttering about 2 


a.m. instead of 
a.m. curfew, with summer season as 
pretext, although old law remains 
in the books. 

Joaquin Goyanez, production chief, 


and Rubio Lopez, director, off to 
Seville to do exteriors for ‘Pepe 
Conde,’ with Miguel Ligero and 


Patora Pena as leads. 

‘Sarasate,’ with Frenchman Jean 
Choux piloting, begun at Estudios 
C. E. A. with Alfredo Mayo, Italian 
tesp Margarita Carossio, Jose Nieto, 
Manolo Moran, Alberto Romea and 
Jose Maria Seoane in main roles. 

New outfit, Procines Films, plans 
first pic this month, an adaptation 
of ‘La Ducuesa Gayetana’ by Bon- 


mati de Codecido, who's also doing | 


piloting. Will introduce new lead- 
ing lady, Rosita Montana. Company 
plans two other films for this season. 

New company formed in Barcelona 
under name of Astro Producciones 


Cinematograficas, which will attempt | 
to introduce new names and faces to | 
ublic. First film will be ‘El Timido | 
amorado’ (‘Timid Lover’), for| 
which contest will be opened for | 
roles. No professional actors will be 
used. All contestants will have to} 


acted in any other film. 

Reported here that Bruno Mus- | 
solini is to follow in footsteps of | 
brother Vittorio. It appears that his | 
production venture started in Italy| 
dedicated exclusively to 
chief of Press and Cinema, 
Bruno as one of the technicians for 


tor of ill-fated Era films with Hal 
Roach. 





Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 


Joe Moss returned to Atlantic City 
to manage Bath and Turf Club. 

Hotel Chelsea to open Grill and 
Terrace Room for season tomorrow 
(Thursday ), 

‘Icecapades of 1941’ signed for five 
weeks’ engagement beginning July 25 
at Convention Hall. 

New Ship Deck of Breakers hotel 
will be opened Wednesday (2) with 
Irvin Wolf manager. 

Cliquot Club opened for season 
Friday (27) with Ann Howard and 
Jimmy Evans heading bill. 

Wally Vernon heading bill at TK9 
Club, which held opening Friday (27) 
with Freddy Bernard as emcee. 

Carmen Cavallaro’s orch begins 
engagement tonight (1) at Merry Go 
Round Room of Ritz-Carlton hotel. 

Victor McLaglen sworn in at City 
Hall as member of Atlantic City 
Police Department by Mayor Tom 
Taggart. 

John Redmond’s new song, ‘At- 
lantic City by the Rolling Sea,’ in- 
troduced at Miss Atlantic City Ball 
Saturday night. 

Station WBAB awarded certificate 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars for 
‘patriotic services in cooperating 
jonny ‘Wake Up Democracy’ broad- 
cast.’ P 

Governor Spessard L. Holland, of 
Florida, saluted with song fete writ- 
ten and played by Lois Miller on 
Heinz Pier Friday (27). Governor 
here to open Florida exhibits on 
Heinz and Steel Piers. 

Harvey Lockman introducing dusk- 
to-dawn entertainment in Round the 





Ring- | 


decree-imposed 1) 


| World Room of President hotel, with 
| Ciro Rimac’s band starting Thurs- 
rday (3) for two weeks. Juanita’s 
| band and Adrian Rollini’s Trio sup- 
| plement. 

| Sally Rand to be featured at 
Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier on holi- 
| day weekend. Tony Pastor's orch 
| began week’s engagement yesterday 
| (30) in Ballroom of States. Vaughn 
| Monroe’s band ended two-day stay 
| Sunday (29). 

| Dinah Shore returns to Steel Pier 
The Four Ink 
weekend bill. 


Sunday (6) for week. 


Spots on _ holiday 


Sammy Kaye plays July 4 and 5 in| 


Marine ballroom, and Benny Gooa- 
man follows on Sunday (6). Johnny 
| McGee plays entire week starting 
| Saturday (28). 


| Havana 


} 
By Fred Whitney 

Rene Carvel, one of Southern’'s 
composers, is off on a tour to Puerto 
Rico and Venezuela. 

Great influx of Argentine 
and pictures gives Cuba definite in- 
ternational look this summer. 

Hugo de Carrill, Argentine tango 
singer, starts over CMQ on July 15 
for 20 days of sponsoring by El Cuno. 

Manolo Fernandez, young CMQ 
singer, finished a tour of the intcrior 
of Cuba and then threw a party for 


the press. 
| Ernesto Roca, Southern’s agent 
here as well as representatives for 


| RCA Victor, is taking a month's va- 
cation in the States. 

Jose Nojica, Mexican tenor. is com- 
ine to Cuba in July for a four-week 

engrvencent wiih Regatias Fl C::no 

|over the CMW network 

Arsenio Rodriguez, blind compose: 
and guitar player at Sans Souci 
nitery, has signed a ract with 
Southern Music after a year with 
Robbins. 
| Malena 


| 


cont 


de Toledo. who became 
|much involved getting to Havana 
finally started with Competidora 
over RHC. Alfredo Brito’s orchestra 
accompanies, 

Alberto Gomez, another Argentine 
singer, is contemplating a number 
of Havana performances for cigaret 


| La Competidora Gaditana over the 


RHO Blue Network this month. 


|in Mexico winding up his annual 
|Latin American trip. He'll not re- 


| turn to Havana as originally planned, | 


'but is returning directly to New| 
| York. 

; ‘Ritmos de Cuba’ (Cuban 
Rhythms’), 10-minute Spanish pic- 


| ture which has been exhibited at the 


| Rex, short feature house, is being | 


| translated into English for presenta- 
| tion in the States. Pic includes three 
Cuban typical numbers. 


| COCO and CMCK present nightiy | 


lat 8 ‘Popular Assembly.’ Program 
argues pros and cons of Cuba's 
| Obligatory Military Service Bill now 
before Congress. Constitutional dif- 
ficulties plus Congressional dissen- 
sion make this a particularly inter- 
esting presentation. 


artists | 


Ralph Peer, Southern Music Co.. | 


London 


Robert Morley registered for mili- 
tary service. 


J. L. Sacks has been bombed out 





furnish proof that they have never | of his third apartment. 


Haddon Mason’s home destroyed 
in the last London blitz. 

Mary Anderson 
Navarro) left English estate valued 


under the name Avia Films will be| 2t_around $80,000. 
aviation | 


| John Harlow, who 


is directing 


aviation scenes. Vittorio was direc-| You Can't Escape’ for Warners, has 


| been optioned for four more pictures. 

Tracey and Hay in resident show 
| at the King’s theatre, Glasgow, which 
| is expected to stay until September. 
| The Archie Parnells and Stan 
| Ellis in motor car smash, with Mrs. 
| Parnell the only one not detained in 
hospital. 

Leslie Hiscott doing quickie for 
British National Pictures, with Jane 
Carr and Lindon Travers signed for 
leading roles. 

Miss Rogers, telephonist at Warn- 
er's theatre, was killed during recent 
air raid on London when her home 
was bombed. 

Max Milder slept in cupboard under 
stairway in his house for three 
months, and finally gave up, moving 
to Grosvenor House. 

Frank Boston has forsaken his 
juggling for the duration, having 
joined the Australian contingent of 
the Royal Air Force. 

Harry Roy utilizing ‘lead the band’ 


successfully. Sammy Kaye origi- 
nated it in the States. 

Basil Radford now a captain in the 
Infantry, but still entitled to wear 
hig Wings, as he was in the Air 
Force in the last war. 

Clifford and Marion moved from 
their apartment in Knightsbridge 
four days before it received a direct 
hit from enemy bombings. 

Edmund Dalby, after year of war 
office work at Liverpool, has de- 
cided to get back to London, and is 
awaiting another Government job. 

Warners’ ‘Fighting 69th,’ “at the 
Warner, beat theatre’s grosses, pre- 
viously topped by ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi,’ but only stayed one week due 
to house being blitzed. 

Gainsborough Films has signatured 
Robert Morley for the part of 
Charles James Fox opposite Robert 
Donat who plays the title role in 
‘Pitt. the Younger’ (20th-Fox). 

Robert Nesbit to Blackpool to 





Opera House, and when this is set 


he stages the Tom Arnold revue at! 


| the Grand theatre, in the same town. 





Paris 





Lucienne 


Boyer gave birth to a 
daughter. 


| documentary pict. 

| Toto Grassin, French cyclist, de- 
buted in music hall. 

| Pierre Dominique named director 
of the French Office of Information. 

| Author Andre Gide has given up 


writing for Nouvelle Revue Fran- 
caise. 
Marcel Pagnol failed in his at- 


tempt to find studio space in Monte 
Carlo. 

Vichy government 
zation to care 
papermen 

Screenster Micheline Presle, ‘the 
French Deanna Durbin,’ made stage 
debut in Paris in ‘Am Stram Gram.’ 


set up organi- 
for unemployed news- 


Marcel Pagnol received permission | 
(‘The 


to show ‘Fille du Puisatien’ 
Well Digger’s Daughter’) in oceupied 
zone. 

Christiane Chantal, former radio 
singer, debuted at Marseilles Opera, 
with press calling her ‘new Lily 
Pons.’ 

Edmond Epardau put new screen 
mag on market called Le Nouveau 
Film, which appears four times 
yearly 

Christian Jaque’s ‘Enfer des Anges’ 
(‘Angel's Hell’), last film to be 
ished before the start of the 
released in Paris 

Michel Duran has written. directed 
and acted in ‘I] Etait un Foi,’ 

Upon a Pr} 
against drinking 

After Sacha Guitry, 
Charles Trenet and Sore] 
thesp Blanche Montel’s Arvanism 
being looked into by Paris authori- 
ties 
Marcel Achard has written new 
play which he hopes to put on Paris 
stage with Claude Dauphin. Rene 
Saint Cyr and Pierre Blanchar as 
leads. 

Mary Morgan, who recently re- 
tired from the Comedie Francaise, 
returned to the stage in Steve Pas- 
seur’s ‘Marche Noir’ at the Edouard 
VII in Paris. 

Pierre Brives, 
| ‘Carton Pate.’ 


war 


COnce 
Time’) nropagand ric 
. propaganda pl 


Harry Baur 


Cecile 


whose first play. 
preemed at the Michel 
in Paris, was unable to get permis- 


sion to cross into occupied zone to | 


see own debut. 

Louis Jouvet and his troupe of 
actors heve left for South America 
on an official tour which will take 


|him through most of the important 
cities on the Latin continent. 

| Corrine Luchaire hurt in auto ac- 
lecident in Bois de Boulogne. With 
| present restrictions gossips are won- 
dering what French screen thesp 
was doing in a car in the Bois. 

| The Prix Goncourt, France’s most 
i{jmportant literary prize, will be 


(Madame de | 


Flanagan and Allen have offer to | 
picts. First one written by Sastelazz,| form their own film production unit. 
with| They're seriously considering it. 


idea, presenting it in the sticks very | 


stage the George Black revue at the |! 


Jean Lallier left for Nigeria to do | 


awarded this year at Lyons instead 


of at the Restaurant Drouant in 
Paris. One will also be awarded for 
last year. 


Marcel Pagnol and Josette Day 
took Emile Peclet, president of 
| French Tourist Office in Marseilles, 
ito hespital when he was shot three 
times by three men 
| him at night. 








| Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Williamson-Tait reviving ‘Rio Rita’ 
legiter in Sydney. 
N. P. Pery, Columbia rep, thrown 
|a feed by execs of Greater Union 
| Theatres. 
| Betty Bryant. star of ‘40,000 
| Horsemen’ (U), planed to Malaya for 
| pic’s preem there. 

Howell Walker here to do a special 
war coverage for the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine. 

Wallace Parnell hopes to hook a 
} couple of U. S. screen players for 
| Tivoli vaude runaround. 

Madame Christian, the late Dame 
Nellie Melba’s first singing teacher, 
| died in Melbourne at 93. 
| Arthur Greenaway is producing 
'‘Julius Caesar’ in Sydney on daily 
|matinees only via Williamson-Tait. 
Winter sees the fold of amuse- 
|ment parks afier a so-so season. 
| Dance biz is increasing in all spots. 

‘Sally’ revival continues surprise 
jhit in Melbourne for Williamson- 
| Tait. Show will be brought to Syd- 
| ney later. 
| Jim Davidson, band ledaer for 
| Australian Broadcasting Commission, 
has joined an entertainment unit for 
service overseas. 

Night trotting with betting is still 
seen as a possibility in New South 
Wales as 
idea as added revenue-getter. 

Federal® government still said to 
be probing possibility of having dis- 
tribs form one big pool in order to 
further conserve dollar exchange. 

Alec Coppel is figuring producing 
‘Skylark’ at Minerva, Sydney, after 
current run of ‘Mr. Smart Guy.’ 
Dave Martin is staging ‘Susan and 
God’ in Melbourne. 

Charles Munro behind a major 
move to aid civilians of Britain this 
coming winter with clothing. Daily 
Telegraph, Sydney, also appealing 
for help from public. 








{has joined Alec Coppel’s unit at 
Minerva. Sydney, being spotted into 


follow ‘Mr. Smart Guy.’ 
British pix breaking into 
hold of Metro and Par in Melbourne 
nabes, with British Empire Films, 
under Gordon Ellis, setting contracts. 
| Judy Canova is 
| Svdney following 
} ago in 


click 
‘Scatterbrain’ 


some 


(Rep). Latest 


who attacked | 


strong- | 


going places in|} 
time | 











Labor government mulls | 


| 





| 


} 
| 
} 
' 
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Hollywood 





Garson Kanin joined the Army. 

Sid Silvers being sued for divorce, 

Dorothy Lamour back frem Hono- 
lulu, 

Don Alden King parted with his 
tonsils. 

Wayne Morris became Ensign B.D. 
Morris. 

Carlisle Jones to the hospital for 
surgery. 

Carlisle Jones 
surgery. 

Hannah T. Kichaven opened a tal- 
ent agency. 

Gilbert Miller in town for huddles 
at Columbia. 

Harry Cohn in the hospital with 
kidney stones. 

Steve Brooks laid 
roiliac trouble. 

George Brent recovering from a 
spinal operation. 

Arline Judge cefendant in $30,000 
traffic accident suit. 

Billy Gilbert to Chicago to open a 
six-week stage tour. 

Stanley Paley moved into the story 
department at RKO. 

Ralph Austrian in town looking 
things over for RCA 

Irene Bordoni arrived for her role 


recuperating from 


up with 


Sace- 


|in ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 


William Travers is the new screen 
name for William Justice. 

Harry M. Warner returned from a 
business trip to New York. 

Leni Lynn got her diploma at 
North Hollywood high school. 

Orson Welles preparing a volume 
of poetry for autumn publication. 

Claude Rains left for his Pennsyl- 
vania farm to spend the Summer. 

Patrick M. Cunning back from an 
eastern tour of the television field 

Harold Lloyd back from _ the 
Shrine convention in Indianapolis. 

Nate Spingold in town to confer 
on production with Columbia execs. 

Betty Grable to the hospital to 
have two more wisdom teeth yanked. 
_ Robert Montgomery left for Wash- 
ington to become a naval lieutenant. 

Ken Murray and Cleatus Caldwell, 
model, took out a marriage license. 

Cec:!!1 B. DeMille was sued for 
$20,255 damages as result of an auto 
crash, 


Arthur L. Pratchett planed in 
from Mexico City for Paramount 
huddles. 


Ashton Stevens spending 4 fort- 


Hal Thompson, U. S. legit player, | night here with his nephew, George 


Stevens. 
Myrna Loy and Arthur Hornblow, 


J. B. Priestley’s ‘Springtide, due to Jr., left for a Canadian vacation un- 


til August. 
David Rose 
British inte:. * 
conferences. 
Russell Phelps in Sawtelle Vet- 
erans’ hospital recovering from ab- 
dominal surgery. 
William Holden 


“hief of Paramount's 
, in town for studio 


shot with anti- 


|}opus to reach here, ‘Sis Hopkins,’ | tetanus serum after pistol explosion 


| (Rep), has been dated 
Sydney, on extended 
Greater Union Theatres. 
There appears to be a switch from 
hot rhythm to sweeter melodies on 
radio in this zone. 


into State, 
run 


| 


bid by |} 
| vorce from Jon Whitcomb, 


‘Til the Lights of | 


London’ and ‘Boy Coming Home on | 


| Leave’ still remain most 
wartime numbers. ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica’ is also heard frequently. 
| Film officials are said to be 
cerned over refusa] of major 
nabe loop to spot the locally-made 
‘40,000 Horsemen.’ Appears that the 
loop figures the price asked by Uni- 
versal, pic’s distributor, 
although other exhibs have grabbed 
‘Horsemen’ in every other situation. 
Sam Snider, a major light in the 
Aussie indie exhib field, is seeking to 
bring about good will in the pic in- 
dustry, being firmly convinced 
any mooted ygovernmental! 
tion in the industry 
vented by the 
souabbles between 
hibs. 


that 
could be 


ousting of 


distribs and ex- 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 
By John Bartholomew 


fin- | 


Camp Tamiment’s new 1,200-seat 
theatre now in ust 
Buck Hill Players’ first 
vill be ‘Lady 
C. Raymond Cox, ‘America’s 
Magician,’ at Monomonock Inn 
Johnny Weir's Dixie Knights the 
musical attraction at Delmar Tavern, 
Mt. Pocono. 
Cornelia Stable1 


of Letter 


Gillam. dramatist 
and director of the Buck Hill Play- 
ers, will present a series of original 
monolog-masques a la Ruth Draper. 

Ringling Circus advertising for 
young men ‘who want to work for 
rood wages. eat regularly and see 


popular}. 
ing 


con- | 


indie | 


as too high, | 


| their divorce was 


interven- | 
pre- } 
petty | 


on the ‘Texas’ set. 

Mary Brian in Reno seeking a di- 
mag ii- 
lustrator, whom she married May 5. 

Kenneth Lambert moved out of 
Metro’s sound department to become 
a major in U. S. Army Signal Corps. 

Ralph Murphy temporarily direct- 
‘Glamour Boy’ at Paramount, 
pinch-hitting for Ted Tetzlaff, who 
is ill. 


Kate Drain Lawson signed as t 
director for David O. Selznick’s 
Hollywood Summer § Theatre 


Santa Barbara. 
Maria Korda filed sui’ *or $143.000 
against Alexandra Korda. claiming 


not legal and that 
she is still his wife. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Ramon Ramos band opens on the 
Siarlignt Roof, Hotel Chase, Fri- 
day (4). 


Fd Rosecan, flicker house operator 
at Hannibal, Mo., has taken over an- 


other house at Cape Girardeau. Mo. 


the country with the greatest show | 


on earth.’ 

So excellent was the Shawnee 
Players’ production of Martin Flav- 
in's ‘Broken Dishes,’ directed by and 
featuring veteran actor Bernard 
Fairfax, that it will tour surround- 
ing communities. 

Harry Bannister’s ‘Old Mill Mov- 


ies’ at Stewartsville. N. J., features 
free outdoor motion pictures with 
wining and dining. Pictures are of 
the old Harold Lloyd and Pearl 
White vintage. 

| Alvino Rey and the Four King 
Sisters inaugurate name band pol- 


licy at Savlor’s Lake Pavilion. Say- 
| lorsburg. on Saturday (5). Sammy 
| Kaye fc¥lows on Tuesday (8). Ven- 
| ture backed by veteran promoter, A. 
J. Perry, owner-operator of Empire 
Ballroom, Allentown, Pa. 


Mob of 1,800 payees attended sec- 
ond al fresco concert of 
Louis symph orch in quadrangle of 
Washington University last week 

Ctanlor Ch.-+~* T - <n9° 8 


the St 










ON ee A ; 

tor and pPpuester o1 (ne os 

symph orch, lectured twice to stu- 

dents at Washington University last 

week, 
Charging general indignities. L. Er- 

nest Walker, Jr., violinist in the St 

Louis symph orch, last week filed a 

suit for divorce from Marion B. 


| Walker. 


Jerj Sullivan, songbird with Orrin 
Tucker’s band, met her father for 
first time in 19 years last week while 
filling an engagement at the Meadow- 
brook County club. 


‘Two On an Island,’ new here, 


| clicked in opening of the Civic thea- 


| role. 


| Commission and 


tre, St. Louis county strawhatter. last 
week. Hans Kolmar scored in a lead 
Gordon Carter designed sets 
and directed. 

Missouri's state senate has passed 
a bill placing virtually all pro ath- 
letic events, except baseball. under 
the jurisdiction of the State Athletic 
subject to a 5% 
gross tax. Enactment by the house 
and signature by the governor ale 
most a certainty. 

Steve Cady, former nitery owner 


| here, trying to establish a Los An- 


geles chapter in the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of 
Barber Shop Quartet Singing in 
America. Cady is currently operat- 


ing a tourist hotel but is mulling a 
i return to the nitery biz. 
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OBITUARIES 





IGNACE JAN PADEREWSKI 

Ignace Jan Paderewski, 80, the 
Polish pianist and former premier of 
Poland, died of pneumonia in his 
New York hotel suite Sunday (29) 
night after an illness of only four 
days. The musician and statesman 
remained conscious until the end. ' 

According to his personal physi- 
cian, Paderewski had become ex- 
hausted of late due to his efforts to 








| 
| 


Brooklyn, N. Y., before World War I, 
died June 26 at his home in New 
Canaan, Conn. 

Born in Centerville, la.. Spooner 
was the son of the late Spurgeon 
and Mary Gibbs Spooner, who 
founded the Spooner stock company, 
which trouped in the midwest before 
locating in Brooklyn in 1901, The 
organization first appeared at the 
old Park theatre, Brooklyn, and later 


raise funds for the rehabilitation | moved to the Bijou, a larger house. 


of Polish refugees and his starving 
countrymen in the Nazi-dominated 
country. 





RICHARD CARLE 


The company also acted at the Fifth 
Avenue, N. Y., and in 1913 Mrs. 
Spooner opened the Cecil Spooner 
theatre, The Bronx, which today is 
a film house in the Loew Circuit. 

A half-sister of Corse Payton, 





Richard Carle, 69, former Broad- | atinee idol of the '90’s, Spooner’s 
way musical comedy star and later | mother was for years the only fem- 


character actor in pictures, died 


June 28 at his home in North Holly- atrical Managers’ Association. 


wood, following a heart attack. 


inine member of th@ New York The- 
As 
business manager of her troupe she 


Carle died without knowing that | enjoyed a fair degree of success in 


he had been replaced in his last | presenting such plays as ‘When | 


picture by his long-time friend, Wal- 
ter Catlett. He had been stricken 
with a heart attack during the film- 
ing of ‘Almost An Angel,’ with 
Deanna Durbin and Charles Laugh- 
ton on the Universal lot, and passed 
out a week later, still thinking he 
was a member of the cast. 

In pictures Richard Carle was 
known only as a character actor, 
but in a bygone generation of theatre 
fans he was an outstanding figure in 
straight and musical comedy. His 30 
years of footlight acting covered all 
the prominent theatres from New 
York to San Francisco and to Lon- 
don and back. 

‘Born Charles Nicholas Carleton 
in Somerville, Mass., July 7, 1871, he 
would have been 70 if he had lived 
nine days more. His theatrical career 
began in New York, at the Bijou 
theatre, Sent. 20, 1911. playing a bit 
part in ‘Niobe.’ In the same house 
two years later he was playing his 
first featured role as Worthington 
in ‘A Mad Bargain,’ followed by 
successively better parts in such 
dramas as ‘A Round of Pleasure,’ 
‘Excelsior, Jr.’, ‘The Lady Slavey’ 
ana ‘The Greek Slave.’ 

Outstanding among his roles is 
Professor Zachary Pettibone in ‘The 
Tenderfoot,’ which ran during 1903 
and 1904 on Broadway and on the 
road. 

Among his film roles were comedy 
and character parts in practically all 
the major studios. In London he 
was a member of the Eccentric 
Club; in New York, the Lambs, and 
in his later days in Hollywood an ac- 
tive member in the Masquers, many 
of whom attended the obsequies in 
North Hollywood yesterday (Mon.). 
Remains are on their way to Somer- 
ville, Mass., for burial in the family 
plot. 





ARTHUR F. GOODRICH 

Arthur F. Goodrich, 63, playwright 
and author, whose biggest success 
was ‘Caponsacchi,’ which Walter 
Hampden both produced and in 
which he starred, died of a heart ail- 
ment while asleep in his apartment 
at the National Arts Club, New 


York. 
Dramatized from Robert Brown- 
ing’s ‘The Ring and the Book,’ 


‘Caponsacchi’ was written by Good- 
rich in collaboration with Rose A. 
Paimer. The play was presented at 
Hampden’s own theatre on Broad- 
way in 1926 and received such 
critical acclaim that the Theatre 
Club, Inc., awarded it a gold medal 
as th* best play of the 1926-’27 sea- 


ma, it was also done as an opera 
by the Metropolitan in 1937. 

Goodrich, who began to write 
plays in 1917, started his career with 
Doubleday, Page & Co. in 1900. He 
remained with the firm for a year 
and then joined World’s Work as 
Later, he was as- 
sociated with the American Maga- 
zine and also toured Europe in 1904 
as a free-lance correspondent. 

A native of New Britain, Conn., 
Goodrich wrote a number of novels, 
including ‘The Lady Without Jewels,’ 
‘The Sign of Freedom,’ ‘The Man 
With an Honest Face’ and ‘The Bal- 
ance of Power.’ Among his other 
plays were his first work, ‘Yes or 
No’ in 1917; ‘So This Is London,’ ‘The 
Perfect Marriage,’ ‘The Joker,’ ‘You 
Don’t Understand,’ ‘The Plutocrat,’ 
‘Richelieu’ and ‘I Can’t Help It.’ 

He leaves three daughters and a 
sister. His wife, Alice, who was a 


sister of Walter Hampden, died in 
1920. 





ROBERT K. SPOONER 


Robert K. Spooner, 64, retired 
vaude performer and member of the 


| Knighthood Was in Flower’ and ‘The 


| Little Minister.’ 


a member of the company and be- 
sides doing an acrobatic turn at one 
time was also partner in a vaude 
act known as the Delmar Brothers. 

Surviving are two sisters with 
whom Spooner resided, Edna May 
Spooner and Mrs. Cecil Spooner 
Blaney. Both played leads in the 
company and had been active in le- 
git until recently. 





EDWARD J. TINNEY 


ternational representative of the 


home in Youngstown, O., of a heart 
attack. 

Tinney was long known as the 
trouble-shooter of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees and the Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators of the United States 
and Canada. He started as a team- 
ster, later becoming a stagehand. 
There was no union at that time, but 
a powerful Theatrical Mechanics As- 
sociation was active, which included 
anybody who was in the entertain- 
ment field. 

Stagehands got about $17.50 a week 
and had to hold other jobs to make 
a living. Tinney decided to organize 
the stagehands into their own union, 
and with the help of Charles Sager, 
Charles Dingledy, Charles Proctor, 
William Beach, Pat Tinney, Martin 
C. Higgins, Gus Lentz, Ed Kurfess 
and Clarence Wise, all now dead, 
and many more, 
The idea took hold and Tinney grew 
with the organization. He watched 
wages go from a temporary $17.50 to 
a certain $62.50 a week. 

He leaves two brothers, Jack and 
James, and two sisters. 





SIDNEY WILMER 
Sidney Wilmer, 65, president of the 


of some 20 theatres in Pennsylvania 
and Virginia, died June 25 in Mount 
Sinai Hospital, New York, after a 
long illness. 














Wilmer started his career as a 
writer of vaudeville sketches in 1895 
in partnership with Waiter Vin- 
cent. Besid2s turning out a number 
of playlets and skits, the team also 
had several full-length comedies to 
their credit. Among them were ‘In 
New England’ and ‘A Stranger in a 
Strange Land,’ which opened at the 
Manhattan theatre, N. Y., in 1900. 
Operators of one of, the leading 
Pa Ene ee ee ee wn, Dae 
umer and Vincent launched 









few exceptions most of their houses 
| are now on a straight-picture policy. 

Surviving are his widow, Zitelka 
Dolores Wilmer, one-tim2 Ziegfeld 
girl, and a sister, Mrs. Antoinette 
Wright, of Flushing, L. I. Funeral 
services were held Friday (27) at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
ho 





MAURICE G. RANDALL 
Maurice G. Randall, 
member of the original WGY Play- 
ers, radio’s first dramatic company, 
and actor-miker on various pro- 
grams at the Schenectady. station for 
years, died June 29 at his home in 
Wyantskill, N. Y. Randall was a 
thesp in England before coming to 
the U. S. 
Survived by widow, four daugh- 
ters and a stepson. Funeral serv- 
ices in Troy today (Wednesday). 





HENRY KOMROFSKY 
Henry (‘Henry the Hatter’ and 
‘Henry the Drummer Boy’) Kom- 
rofsky, 68, former theatre musician, 





Spooner stock company family,.a 
repertory organization popular in 


died June 26 at his home in De- 
troit. Starting out as a kid with a 


Her son was long | 


Edward J. ‘Big Ed’ Tinney, 62, in- | 


Stagehands and Motion Picture Op- 
erators union, died June 25 at his 


formed a union. | 


Wilmer & Vincent circuit, operators | 


| their chain in 1901 when they took | 
| over the Majestic, Utica, N. Y. With | 


reputedly a 


| drum in parades, he played later in 
| numerous Detroit theatre orches- 
tras. 

In conjunction with his work as a 
| musician he also followed his trade 
| of hatter, at the time of his death 
| operating several stores in Detroit. 
| His downtown shop was for many 
| years a gathering place for those in 
| show business. He leaves his widow, 
| Katherine, and a daughter. 





JOHN MONROE 


John Monroe, 64, veteran Phila- 
\delphia film exhibitor and industry 
| pioneer, died at the Abington Hos- 
pital, Jenkintown, Pa. Thursday 
(26) after a short illness. 

Monroe was operator of the Fore- 
| paugh’s theatre, and was noted for 
his showing of the ‘Passion Play’ 
each Christmas to tenderloin dere- 
licts, a custom he followed for over 
two decades. At the time of his 
| death he was secretary of Tent 13 
of the Variety Club. He was a de- 
scendant of an old circus family. 
| Survived by three sons and five 
| daughters. 








VERONINE VESTOFF 
| Veronine Vestoff, 77, retired ballet 
instructor who once toured with the 


| Pavlowa ballet, died June 23 after a | 


short illness at the House of Cal- 
vary, the Bronx, N. Y. 

Born in Stockholm, Vestoff was 
the son of a ballet master who once 


theatre, London. After graduating 
'from the Imperial Russian Ballet 
School in St. Petersburg, he ap- 
| peared with Pavlowa and in 1917 
| founded a ballet school in New 
| York. 

Surviving are his widow, daugh- 
| ter and a sister. 





PETER CONNORS 

Peter Connors, 75, widely known 
throughout the east as ‘Smiling 
Pete,’ the guess-your-weight man at 
fairs and expositions, died June 26 
ment. He had been operating his 
Canandaigua Lake. For many years 
he was at Sea Breeze Park in Roch- 
| ester. 





|cept that he had a son, Jack, be- 
|\lieved to be in show business in 


| Troy, N. Y. 


HARRY HARRIS 
Harry Harris, 81, a loan broker in 


jcity. He was interested financially 
at different times in various theatre 
and sporting ventures. 


|Charles K. Harris, who authored the 
song, ‘After the Ball,’ and of the late 
| Joe Harris, the Chicago producer. 

| Three sisters survive. 





TALI ESEN MORGAN 
| Tali Esen Morgan, 84, composer 
| and conductor, father of Oscar Mor- 
| gan, Paramount's shorts sales chief, 
| died Monday night (30) at his home 
in Asbury Park, N. J. 
Morgan was brought 
|Grove auditorium, Ocean Grove, 
N. J., in 1910 by Walter Damrosch 
to train a large chorus to sing under 
Damrosch. He remained in charge 
| for 17 years. 


CHARLES W. WILSON 
Charles W. Wilson, 77, successively 
a circus ticket man, concessionaire, 
animal trainer and finally Big Top 
'sleuth, died June 25 at his home in 
| Milwaukee. 
He quit the circus many years ago 


| to establish a merchants’ police seru 
ice inh 


| was associated with the Drury Lane | 


in Canandaigua, N. Y., of a heart ail- | 


concession nightly at Roseland Park, | 


Little is known of his family ex- | 


| Milwaukee for more than 50 years, | 
died June 25 at his home in that! 


Deceased was a brother of the late | 


to Ocean | 


| 95 by hanging in her Beverly Hills 
home. She had been ill. 





Robert L. Darrow, 73, who played 
clarinet in many orchestras in the 
| Youngstown, O., district and for 
| years was with Charles Liebman at 
the old Opera House there, died 
June 26 of heart trouble. 





Arthur C. Link, 52, member of 
Rochester's old Lyceum theatre or- 
| chestra, Rochester Park Band and 
'54th Regiment Band, died June 27 
lin Rochester, N. Y. For several years 
|he had been supervisor of WPA mu- 
| sical projects in the Rochester area. 
{| He leaves his father, Charles Link, 
ltwo sisters and a brother. 





George P. Verbeck, 71, chief door- 
man for the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
since the house was opened in 1914, 
died of a heart attack June 30 at his 
;} home in Floral Park, L. I. Funeral 
services will be held in Newburgh, 
N. Y., today (Wednesday ). 





Cantor Joseph Taubenhaus, 81, 
father of Gene Doyle, stage per- 
former, died in N. Y., last week after 








'a month's __ illness. Widow and 
| daughter also survive. 
Robert James Corbett, 49, hotel 


| man and well known to film play- 


|ers, died June 24 in Hollywood. 


"Bills Next Week 


| 
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Oasis Union Grill 
Joe Villella Ore | Art Yagelio 
John Conte | Hrark Natale 
| foe €onsolo | Mike Sandretto 
| Stu Braden Villa Madrid 
| Berry Anne | Etzi Covato Ore 

Pines Mark Lane 
Howard Becker Ore Jon Tio 
isa a wha | Kollette & Deane 
rrelon | Marcia Wayne 
4 Aces | Harriet Brent 
|Max Tarshis {2 Jerks 


| Flo Parker 
George Weber 
Yacht Club 


Webster Hall 
| Billy Merle Ore 


West View Park 


| 


| Archie farshis Ore | Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Gus Van Jay Loring 
Singer Sis T.ine (6) | «¢:nuck Miller 
| Shiriey Heller | Aerialettes 
| Skv-Vue Willows 
| Fran Eichigs Ore Art Farrar Ore 
} 
BOSTON 


| 
Beachcomber fox & Hounds 
| Harry Morrissey | Miiton SFEOF RS Ore 
|Sandro I’Arnez Ore Hi-Hat 

| Judy Ellington | Pete Herman Ore 
Van Gronas | 


1g ; Lucille Grey 
Sianley Fisher 


| Prank Petty 
6 Beachies | Motel Bradford 
| Busier Keim Rev | (Circus Room) 
. | 
Blinstrub's Florence Hallman 
| Karl Ronde Ore | Ruakie & Lambert 
| Boyd Heathen | Hotel Copley Plava 
Mary Jane Brown | (Sheraton Room) 
| Martin & Allen 


Stuart Frazier Ore 
Ce aie | Hotel Essex 
—_— =a | Ernest Murray Ore 


| Claire & Senna Sis 


| 
Al Tory Ore 


: | Billy Kelly 

| David Ballentine Jack Manning 
| Faye Thomas | Al Lewis 

| Virginia Meiford 3 | Victor Donato 
Casa Manana Gls | Adele Corev 


Rita Henderson 
| Tanya Benga 
Frost & Helene 


Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 


| George Libby Rev | Hotel Gardner 
| Masters & Rollins Burt Shaw 
| Shirley & Olsen | Evalyn Harvey 
Jimmy Leeds | : 

- ats a ae . Hotel Sheraton 
June Wi ing ? (Sky Garden) 
|} Club Vanity Fair D Dudl C 

aT per on udley Orc 
Kai Nira Ore } : te 


siella Rav 
Alice Moore 


Jane Rand 


Hotel Statler 
} (Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Cocoanut Grove | Hotel Westminster 
Mickey Alpert Ore | _, (Roof Garden) 
Don Rico Ore Jimmy McHale Ore 
Wally Wanger Rey | Harry Drake Rev 
Billy Paine | Roof Garden Gls 
| Marianne Francis ;@harles & Barbara 


Mata & Hari | Louis & Delita 
Charts & Buares Ted Milford 
|} Christine Forsyth Hotel Ritz Carleton 


(Ritz Roof) 


| 
| Hassan, 2d | 
| Ted Straeter Orc 


| (Melody Lounge) 


Leonard, Lud Gluskin and Meredith 
Willson. 

Getting the best results in the first 
half were Bob Burns, Connie Bos- 
well, Dick Powell, Judy Garland, 
Orson Welles, Frances Langford, 
Gene Autry, Burns and Allen. 
Handicapped by poor material and 
improper spotting were Fannie Brice, 
Nelson Eddy, Cary Grant, Rosalind 
Russell, Charles Boyer, Irene Dunne, 
Frank Morgan. Others read short 
speeches. 





New York’s Drive 

Every branch of film business and 
allied industries in Greater New 
York will launch a 10-day campaign 
July 7 to raise funds for the United 
Service Organizations. 

Joseph Hazen heads a committee 
representing the picture’ industry 
which includes Austin C. Keough, 
Richard Patterson, W. C. Michel, 
Harry Buckley, Matty Fox, Oscar A. 
Doob, Abe Schneider. On the Allied 
Industry committee are B. S. Moss, 
chairman; Si Fabian, George Skou- 
ras, Herman Robbins, Harry Brandt, 
Samuel Rinsler. 


MARRIAGES 


Rhoda Goldberg to Ben Kornz- 
weig, in New York, June 29. Groom 
is press agent for Sam H. Harris. 

Alice Frost to Wilson M. Tuttle, 
in Bedford Village, N. Y., June 27. 
Bride is star of ‘Big Sister’ serial 
(CBS); groom is the program's di- 
rector. . 

Norma Heeb to Robin Raymond in 
Las Vegas, Nev., June 25. She is a 
stage actress; he operates an Holly- 
wood nitery. f 

Don Lake, of Blackhawk Valley 
Boys, WOWO, Ft. Wayne, Ind., to 
June Shupe, June 15. 

Gertrude Knotts to J. D. Petty, in 
Springfield, Ill, June 15. Groom is 
assistant manager for Fox Midwest 
Theatres at Belleville, Il. 

Louise Schneider to Herman 
Leising, June 21, in Buffalo. She's 
WBNY, Buffalo, music librarian. 

Maryelaine Pryor to Howard S. 
Meighan, in Scarsdale, N. Y., June 
28. Groom is eastern sales manager 
of Radio Sales, Inc. 

Leila Ernst to Stacy B. Hulse, Jr., 
in New York, June 27. Bride is the 
musical comedy actress. 

Pamela Gordon-Howley to 
William G. Cahan, in East Dennis, 
Mass., June 29. Bride is the daugh- 
ter of Gertrude Lawrence, legit star. 

Peggy Rosenfeld to Eeser E, Gold- 
stein, in Elberon, N. J., recently. 
He's the son of Nathan E. Goldstein, 
president of Western Massachusetts 
theatres, Inc. 

Mrs. Leatrice Bramblett Wright 
to Hal H. Collins, June 26, in Min- 
eral Wells, Texas. Groom, a hotel 
manager, sponsors and broadcasts 
programs for Crazy Water crystals. 

Virginia Wiener to John Pauker, 
in New York, June 24. Groom, son 
of Dr. Edmond Pauker, play broker, 
is a senior at Yale and active in lit- 
erary affairs there. 

Edith Van Buskirk to Carlton A. 
Weidenhammer, June 29, in Kent, 
Conn. Groom's professionally Carl- 
ton Warren, assistant program man- 
ager and ex-announcer of WOR, 
New York. 

Beatrice McCoy to James Cruze, 
film director, June 30, in Los Angeles. 
It’s his fourth try. 





Dr. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ray Nelson, daugh- 





Velero Sis Orc 
;Carmen Amaya 


} International Casino | 
dar ri ° 


| Marjorie Garretson 
Herb lewis 


Crawford House 
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ter, June 14, in New York. Father 
is announcer at NBC, New York. 
Mr. and Mrs, Earl Scrrensen, twiy 
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ETTORE CAMPANA 

Ettore Campana, 66, retired oper- 
| atic baritone who once toured with 
Enrico Caruso, died June 26 in Los 
Angeles. 

Born in Italy, Campana had sung 
with the Metropolitan Opera and be- 
fore retiring some 10 years ago often 


| appeared in concerts at the Holly- | 


| wood Bowl. 
He leaves no immediate survivors. 
t 





CHESTER H. DIDSBURY 

Chester H. Didsbury, 54, operator 
of the Didsbury theatre, Walden, 
N. Y., died June 28 at St. Luke’s 
hospital in that city. The house was 
founded by his father some 40 years 
ago. 

He leaves his 


mother and 
brothers. 


two 


C. A. (FRANK) HOPKINS 
Charles Augustus (Frank) Hopkins, 
49, vet vaudeville performer, died 
June 25 in Newark, O. 





PATRICIA VOGEL 
Patricia Vogel, 32, former screen 
actress and estranged wife of Paul 
C. Vogel, cameraman, suicided June 
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and Rodgers Dancers to entertain the 
customers paying 50c to $10 per seat, 
| rolling up a gross estimated at $15,- 
000. 

Second haif started with a smash 
with soldiers, marines and blue- 
jackets marching on stage with 
drums and bugles. Men in uniform 
backed against the Stars and Stripes, 
with a battery of lights illuminating 
the hills, made an inspiring spec- 
tacle. 

Nicholas Bros. and Rufe Davis’ 
imitations topped the professional 
lineup. Lowe, Stanley & Hite, comic 
hoofers; Miss O’Brien, eccentric 
songstress, ballet and _ precision 
dancers all socko. Approximately 
5,000 soldiers from camps near here 
were in the audience as guests of 
radio and picture executives who 
footed the ticket bill. Seated on the 
hillside, Carrillo briefly gave them 
the spotlight to resounding applause. 


| 


in Glendale, Cal., June 23. Father is 
former stage dancer (Billy and Bev- 
erly Bemis). 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund A. Chester, 
daughter, June 26, in New York. 
Father is director of shortwave and 
Latin-American broadcasts for CBS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Parker, son, in 
Albany, June 20. He’s conductor of 
WTRY ‘Alarm Clock’ and other pro- 
grams, and formerly was at WGY, 
WSYR and WNBX. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Garrigus, son, 
in Boston, June 26. Father is an- 
nouncer at WEEI, Boston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mallory, daugh- 
ter, in Lawrence, Mass., June 22. 
Father is program director of 
WLAW, Lawrence. 

Mr. and Mrs, Jules Yale, son, June 
25, in Hollywood. Father is staff 
artist for DAILy VARIETY. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Carlson, son, 
in Hollywood, June 27. Father is a 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kennedy, 
daughter, June 18, in Cincinnati. 
Father is radio editor of the Cincy 
Post. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Johnson, 
son, June:21; in ‘Cineinnati.. Father 








Music was under direction of Leon 


is an announcer on WCKY, Cincy. 
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the tall, lean and graying —— 
of the paper that, because of its) 
advertisingless policy, 5c. price and 
scores of editorial innovations, has 
caused more Fourth Estate discus- 
sion aid conjecture than probably | 
anything in the past 100 years. Cost 
of weekly operation, Ingersoll said, 
is about $46,000, with income amount- | 
ing to $24,000 a week. 

Sheet’s circulation currently is 
about 90,000, Ingersoll asserted in 
tracing sales to the present from 
the 370,000 figure hit the first day,| 
June 18, 1940. Low, he declared, | 
was touched last August when circu- | 
lation fell to 40,000. 

Recent daily high registered by the 
paper was 106,300 two weeks ago. 
Average for that week was 99,800. 
That was during the period when 
Carl Wall's material from Germany 
and Robert Neville’s and Ernest 


PM’s $22,000 Daily Red 


ontinued from page 1 








factors in bringing weekly losses 
down from $42,000 to $22,000, In- 
gersoll said. 

New York distribution was and 
still is a major headache also, added 
the publisher. Each New York 
newsstand is carefully divided up by 
an agreement among the papers. 
Every daily gets the same spot, fac- 


|ing in the same direction on every 


stand every day. If a dealer prefers 
the Post to the Sun and tries to 
move it to a better position, the 
Post’s own circulation man _ will 
make him put it back in order not 
to disturb the peaceful status quo. 
There has been a vacant space 
available on the stands, however, 
ever since the Graphic folded. PM 
tried to obtain that but has been 
consistently squelched. As a result, 
it must hang at the back of stands, 
with the magazines. How that hurts 





Hemingway’s from the Far East was. 
apvearing. 


Paradoxically, the balding pub-| 


lisher disclosed, Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh—whom the paper has attacked 
more viciously and more consistently 
than any other individual—may be 
responsible for it’s being alive to- 
day. It was the publication on the 
front page of an editorial denounc- 
ing the Nazi tendencies of the flier 
that switched PM’s circulation curve 
from south to north. 


Needs 205,000 a Day 

Although- the tabloid-size daily 
needs 205,000 subscribers to break 
even, Ingersoll estimates, he’s whist- 
ling hopefully because ‘every circu- 
lation peak is a bit higher than the 
previous one and every trough is not 
quite so deep as the last.’ 

Marshall Field, Ili, who came to 
PM’s rescue last fall by buying 
majority ownership when the paper 
appeared headed for a pass-out, is 
delighted with the results, Inger- 


{ 
| Other New York dailies originally 


circulation is evident by the propor- 
| tion to sales on subway platforms, 
whose stands are not subject to the 
| placement agreement. 


feared PM, Ingersoll stated, despite 
_ing, because they thought that a gag 
that would last only until a strong 
circulation was reached. 

No Advertising-—Ever— 


| “There’s no chance in the world 
|of our taking advertising,’ Ingersoll 
| asserted. 

Publisher admits the sheet was far 
| too overpublicized before publica- 
|tion. That wasn’t so much by de- 
sign, he said, as by lack of knowl- 
|edge of how columnist space and 
| free radio plugs were going to snow- 
ball. The worst result of the excess 
|/of publicity has never been made 
public before. That Was its effect on 
local distribution and the creation of 
ill will during the first two weeks of 


soll declared. There’s no danger Of| the paper’s life that has never been 


Field tiring of the losses and folding 


the sheet as long as he feels that | 


progress toward self-sufficiency is 


being made, said the publisher. 
‘Mr. Field compares PM in some} 


ways with the Philharmonic Orches- 
tra,’ he explained. ‘No one thinks 
of disbanding the Philharmonic 
merely because it doesn’t now sup- 
port itself nor never has. Mr. Field 
feels PM is somewhat in the same 
category, although he nevertheless 
wants it to show a profit. When it 
does he has indicated he will turn its 
ownership over to its employes.’ 

PM’s losses of approximately 
$1,000,000 a year at the present rate 
don’t amount to that much to Field, 
Ingersoll pointed out, inasmuch as 
about $850,000 of that sum would be 
spent for taxes anyway. Ingersoll 
said he had never heard Field men- 
tion anything about rumors that the 
business of the Marshall Field store 
in Chicago, of which he is second 
largest stockholder, had suffered be- 
cause of .PM’s liberal policy. 

Ingersoll himself ‘lost everything 
I own’—some $50,000—in PM. In ad- 
dition, he took approximately a 33° 
cut in drawing account when he 
started PM from the salary he was 
receiving as an executive of Time- 
Life-Fortune. 

Ingersoll’s Biggest Error 


His greatest error, he feels, was to 
bring the paper out with insuffi- 
cient preparation. ‘It’s like a theatri- 
cal production,’ he said. ‘A _ pro- 
ducer can put on a show after the 
second week that needs six weeks of 
rehearsal. It will flop. That doesn’t 
mean there’s nvthing  bhasically 

PRP EL Lm 
the producer should have postponed 
his opening night. That’s what we 
sheuld have done.’ 

Thing that most necessitated a de- 
lay and was the greatest obstacle to 
PM’s survival was suburban distri- 
bution. There are 52 agencies han- 


dling all thé’ New York papers in a’ 


joint circulation setup to cover 
Westchester, Long Island, Jersey and 
other surrounding territories. These 
agents had all been lined up to add 
PM to their lists when, two weeks 
before publication, they suddenly 
and mysteriously withdrew. 

The only alternative was for PM 
to establish a distributing system of 
its own, which it did in the two 
weeks. It made all sorts of loans to 
individuals to buy trucks and other- 
wise go into the business of handling 
the paper. System was described by 
Ingersoll as ‘fantastically inefficient 
and fantastically expensive.’ It also 
Pulled Ingersoll out of the editorial 
department and into circulation de- 
tail during the crucial early weeks 
of PM. 

After nine months of this indie 
distribution, the established agents 
changed their minds’ and agreed to 
handle PM with the rest of the pa- 
pers. «That wag ome of the prineipal 
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| lived down, Ingersoll asserted. 


PM, it will be recalled, put on a 
| pre-publication mail circulation 
Results were -four times 
|more successful than the best re- 
| sults of similar campaigns consid- 
|ered highly gratifying at Time mag- 
| azine. Arrangements were then 
|made with hundreds of newsdealers 
to leave PM on the doorsteps of the 
|people who had signed up and col- 


| campaign. 


lect the fees at the end of each 
| week. Expected sales (150,000) the 
first days were so far exceeded, 


however, that it was impossible to 
deliver any papers at all to some 
dealers, while the others found they 
could sell as many as they received 
right off the stands so speedily 
there was no 
trouble of delivering them, 

‘Thus, the overpublicity resulted in 
all the money 
campaign being wasted,’ Ingersoll 
declared, ‘but that was only a minor 
matter compared with the annoy- 


| that 
| its policy of not accepting advertis- | 





sense going to the} 


spent on the mail ;° 
P “j, |in advance, are unaware that the 





ance of subscribers who couldn't ob- | 


tain the paper they had,been prom- 
ised.’ 
Big in D. C. 
PM's Washington circulation, In- 
gersoll maintains, is larger than that 
of all other New York dailies, in- 


; one, 


cluding the Times, combined. Pub- 
lisher’s visit to England during the 
winter and the resultant articles ac- 
counted for an increase of 50,000 in 


130,000. Four members of the staff 


{ 











| H’wood’s Quiz: 


circulation, jumping it from 80,000 to | 
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‘Can You Sing?’ 








later were sent to various parts of | singing ability to any of the musicals | tha O’Driscoll, June Preisser, Su- 


the world to gather material, the 
idea being for each of them to return 
home on a successive week, each 
thus giving a hypo to sales, Inger- 
soll disclosed. 

Scheme didn’t work as planned, 
though, for transportation difficul- 
ties made it impossible to bring 
them to New York on schedule. 
What happened was that they all 
came back within a week, piling the 
crowded 32-page paper with every- 
thing at once, although accounting 
for the recent circulation peak. 


‘We're not at all sure yet that PM 
has achieved the proper combina- 
tion,’ declared Ingersoll. ‘Our first 
big click was our food pages, telling 
women what is currently best and 
what is cheapest. Our digest of ad- 
vertising in other papers we found 
to be a flop and we've substituted a 
comparative shopping service to 
help people save money. That 
seems to be working better. Whether 
the page we devote to listing films 
at all New York theatres is worth 
space is now a matter of 
debate.’ 

The one thing Ingersoll is sure 
of is that the paper is ‘too grim’; 
that it takes itself too seriously. 

‘We must learn how to be intense 
without being so dead serious,’ he 
declared. ‘We’re endeavoring to take 
steps in that direction.’ 





Havana PM Folds 
Havana, July 1. 

Havana PM, English language aft- 
ernoon daily, which bore no rela- 
tionship other than name to the New 
York PM, folded after a year and a 
day on June 18. Martin Arostegui, 
editor and publisher, is married to 
the former Kathleen Vanderbilt, the 
reported backer of the paper. Vari- 
ous estimates place year’s losses 
between $50,000 and $75,000. 

The Arosteguis now plan to jour- 
ney to Washington and from there 
on an extended tour of South Amer- 
ica. 


A. O. Rodriguez, former manag- 


ing editor, plans to carry on with re- 
duced staff and finances. 








B’way Beefs 
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the absence of laughs also detracts 
from their enjoyment of the show. 

In this connection, some people 
familiar with the situation believe 
that Hollywood names, after sitting 


through a dull performance of a 
play that had been highly touted 


same show may have drawn much 
better response the previous night 
and may do so again the following 
when a normal, non-celeb au- 
dience is in the house. In such in- 


| stances, the visitors are apt to re- 


turn to the Coast with reports that 
such-and-such Broadway shows are 
over-rated and that New York crit- 
ics and audiences are pushovers. 


on the schedule. Miss Blair joins a 
list made up of Rita Hayworth, now 
co-starring with Fred Astaire in 
‘You'll Find Out,’ and gives her the 
rare opportunity to display dancing 
talent, which first got her into pic- 
tures. Ann Miller, capable of both 
singing and dancing, will do several 
for Columbia during the year. Penny 
Singleton, lately better known for 
her ‘Blondie’ characterizations, has a 
special musical coming up in addi- 
tion to the cartoon strip series. 

Among the properties slated for 
production at Columbia, both musi- 
cals and romantic dramas with 
music, are ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘My Sister Ei- 
leen, ‘Eadie Was a Lady,’ ‘The 
Things They Do in Rio,’ ‘But Beau- 
tiful,’ ‘Synthetic Lady’ and an un- 
titled Argentine musical. 

Metro, of course, has the stout bul- 
wark of such musical talent as Jean- 
ette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Elea- 
nor Powell, Judy Garland, Mickey 
Rooney, Ann Sothern and George 
Murphy, to carry the main part of 
any load in a tunefilm. But even 
this lot has made a serious effort to 
bolster its featured player list with 
people who can contribute some 
form of acceptable talent to musical] 
producions. Bright among these is 
the newcomer, Kathryn Grayson. 


Metro Well Stocked 


John Carroll has had few chances 
to pipe his melodic chords, but plans 
are in the making to give him an 
epportunity to carry a singing lead, 
a spot he has not had since appear- 
ing in Monogram’s ‘Rose of the Rio 
Grande’ several years ago, and which 
helped him win his Metro pact. Dan 
Dailey, Jr., Virginia Grey, Jackie 
Horner, Ray McDonald, Douglas Mc- 
Phail, Virginia O’Brien, Connie Rus- 
sell, Red Skelton, Richard Quine are 
a few more who have had experi- 
ence in some form of live endeavor 
that makes them adaptable to film 
musicals. Tony Martin is available 
for vocalizing. Rags Ragland and Red 
Skelton head the comedy talent list, 
and Rise Stevens’ grand opera abil- 
ity is another edge that Metro has 
in picking the large and small mem- 
bers for musicals. 

Paramount also claims to hold a 
good portion of the cream of comedy 
and musical talent with a roster in- 
|cluding Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, 
|Mary Martin, Dorothy Lamour. 
Looking further on its contract list 
are found every range of singing 
voice with, as usual, the femmes pre- 
dominating. Fred Astaire has a pic- 
ture to do for the company. Allan 
| Jones and Phil Regan are available 
|for practically any type of musical 
‘\assignment. Alberto Villa is a new- 
|comer from Argentina under con- 
tract who will have his chance in 
| two special musicals, “The Gentle- 
}man from Buenos Aires’ and ‘Hula 
| Honeymoon.’ On the feminine side, 
|in addition to Miss Lamour and Miss 
| Martin, studio has swelled the danc- 
|}ing and singing talent list over the 

past few months with actresses like 
|}Constance Moore, Lillian Cornell, 
Betty Brewer, Betty Rhodes, 
| Daley, Betty Hutton, Patricia Mori- 
son, Virginia Dale, Ellen Drew, Mar- 
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| LAW OF THE 


TROPICS, formerly KING RUBBER, 


sanna Foster, Priscilla Lane, Donna 
Drake and others who can turn a 
neat trick in singing, dancing or 
comedy, plus ability to handle 
straight assignments, 


{ 
| With such a roster of talent, and 
B. G. DeSylva as production chief, 
it is logical to assume music” will 
play a big part on the company’s 
mew season program. In the lineup 
are ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ ‘Birth of 
the Blues,’ ‘Glamour Boy,’ (semi- 
musical), ‘Sing a Song of Homicide,” 
‘The Fleet's In,’ ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
‘Tex Guinan,’ ‘Holiday Inn,’ ‘Show- 
boat Sal’ and ‘The Road to Morocco.’ 

RKO has Ginger Rogers, but it is 
unlikely that this star will do any- 
thing but drama or comedy drama 
for her commitments on the lot. 
Even without Miss Rogers’ top mu- 
sical services, studio is well-supplied 
with others to take care of any such 
assignments on its new-season pro- 
gram. Lucille Ball does both comedy 
and dancing, plus having vocal abil- 
ity. Phyllis Brooks, after her recent 
Broadway chores, will prove capable 
of aiding a musical cast. Maureen 
|O’Hara, Signe Hasso, Lupe Velez, 
| Desi Arnaz, Leon Erroll, Alberto 
| Villa (one picture a year), Buddy 
Ebsen and possibly Ray Bolger will 
be able to fill practically all de- 
mands. Preparing in the musical field 
are ‘The Band Played On’ and ‘Four 
Jacks and a Queen,’ with others to 
follow. 


Bring On the Tunefilms 


Republic has gathered together a 
musical crew to appear in such pic- 
tures as ‘Argentine Holiday,’ ‘Navy 
Blue Eyes,’ ‘Gobs in Blue’ -and ‘Slap 
Happy.’ Comedy, vocal or dancing 
talent are the specialties of Carol 
Adams, Leni Lynn, Judy Canova, 
Mary Lee, Lois Ranson, Marilyn 
Hare, Ray Middleton, Dorothy Lewis 
(an ice skating dancer), Jane Frazee, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Betty Kean, William 
Shirley and June Johnson. In ad- 
dition, if necessary, studio could 
raid its rank of film cowpokes for 
musical specialities. 


20th-Fox plans to continue its mu- 
sical pace during the new year and 
has made available by contracts a 
number of lesser known but talented 
players, with something special to 
offer in a filmusical. Chief among 
the new signees are Jan Clayton and 
Janis Carter. Among the other 
players 20th-Fox can choose such reg- 
ulars as Joan Davis, Charlotte Green- 
wood, Carole Landis, Elena Verdugo, 
Jane Withers and Cobina Wright, 
Jr., all of whom can switch to tune- 
films without trouble, and will prob- 
ably be in the billing of ‘Weekend 
in Havana,’ ‘Cadet Girl,’ ‘Song of the 
| Islands,’ ‘Bowery Nightingale,’ ‘Right 
| to the Heart,’ ‘Song and Dance Man,’ 
|‘Man Alive’ and ‘My Gal Sal,’ along 
with such musical regulars as Betty 
Grable, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, 
Carmen Miranda, Jack Oakie, Milton 
Berle, Stanley Clements, Jack Haley, 
John Payne and Nicholas Bros. 








Universal, WB Musicals 
Universal has Bud Abbott and Lou 


Cass | 


Costello as its top comedy stars, 
slated for zat least three musical 
comedies during the coming season. 
Studio's contract list gives it ample 
| choles for a selection of names to ap- 
| pea: both with the comedy team and 
j in other tuneful productions on its 
program: The Andrews Sisters, 
Merry Macs, Caro] Bruce, Jane 


drama (41-42); asso. prod., Ben Stoloff; dir, Ray En-| Frazee, Gloria Jean and Butch and 


Fdward G. Rob- iahts. .. 
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| Frank McHugh, Eve Arden, Joyce Compton. 


DIVE BOMBER, drama (In Technicolor); asso. prod., 


Robert Lord: dir., Michael Curtiz; story by Com. Frank 
Wead; screenplay, Com. Frank Wead and Robert Buck- 
ner: camera, Bert Glennon and Wenton Hock. Cast: 
Errol Flynn, Fred MacMurray, Ralph Bellamy, Regis 
Toomey, Robert Armstrong, Louis Jean Heydt, Cliff 
Nazarro, Craig Stephens, Garet Craig, James Anderson. 

FLIGHT PATROL, drama; prod., Edmund 
Grainger; dir., Lothar Mendes; screenplay, Leonard 
| Hoffman and Barry Trivers; camera, James Van Trees. 
| Cast: Ronald Reagan, James Stephenson, William Lun- 
digan, Olympe Bradna, Eddie Foy. Jr., Reginald Denny, 
Charles Irwin, Crauford Kent. 

BULLETS FOR O’HARA, drama; asso. prod., William 
Jacobs; dir., William K. Howard; orig. by Abem Finkel 
| and Harold Buckley; screenplay, Raymond Schrock. 
Cast: Joan Perry, Roger Pryor, Anthony Quinn, Dick 
Purcell, Maris Wrixson, Richard Ainsley, Roland Drew, 
Joe King, Joan Winfield, DeWolf Hopper, Sidney 
Bracy, Victor Zimmerman, Kenneth Harlan, Frank 
Mayo, Hank Mann, Jack Mower, Lea Baird. 

NAVY BLUES, drama (41-42); asso. prod., Jerry 
| Wald and Jack Saper; dir., Lloyd Bacon; orig., Sam 
Perrin and Arthur T. Horman; screenplay, Jerry Wald 
and Richard Macauley; camera, Tony Gaudio. Cast: 
Ann Sheridan, Jack Oakie, Martha Raye, Eddie Albert, 
Jack Haley, Jack Carson, Jack Gleason, Frank Orth, 
Edward Gargan, Tom Dugan, Maris Wrixson, Jean 
Ames, Mary Brodel. 
| THE SMILING GHOST, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
'Edmund Grainger; dir. Lew Seiler; screenplay, Ken 
'Gamet and Wilbur M. Beatty; camera, Arthur Todd. 
Cast: Wayne Morris, Brenda Marshall, David Bruce, 
Richard Ainley, Willie Best, Helen Westley, Lee Pat- 
rick, Alan Haile, Alexis Smith, Roland Drew, Charles 
~Haltomsy:'oc5 ;: ie 1s ' 
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Maris, Regis Toomey, Roland Drew, Hobart Bosworth, 
Frank Puglia. 


NINE LIVES ARE NOT ENOUGH, meller; (41-42); 


asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., A. Edward Suther- 
land; screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.; camera, Ted McCord 
Cast: Ronald Regan, Joan Perry, Howard da Silva, 


Peter Whitney, Faye Emerson, Charles Drake, Jame 
Gleason, Edward Brophy, Cliff Clark, Billy Dawson, } 
Tom Stevenson, Vera Lewis, Walter Soderling, Ben | 
Weldon, Paul Phillips, Howard Hickman, Olaf Hytten, } 
Eddie Chandler, John Maxwell. e 
Warner Pictures in Production 
THE MALTESE FALCON (41-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Henry Blanke; dir., John Huston; screenplay by John 
Huston; camera, Arthur Edeson. Cast: Humphrey | 
Bogart, Mary Astor, Gladys George, Peter Lorre, Lee | 
Patrick, Barton MacLane, Ward Bond, Sidney Gransted, 
Jerome Cowan, James Burke. 


NEW ORLEANS BLUES (41-42), musical-drama; 
asso. prod., ee Blanke; dir., Anatole Litvak; screen- 
play, Edwin Gilbert, Robert Rossen, Harold Arlen, | 
Johnny Mercer; play by Edwin Gilbert; camera, Ernest 
Heller. Cast: Priscilla Lane, Richard Whorf, Betty 
Field, Lloyd Nolan, Jack Carson, Peter Whitney, Wally 
Ford, Billy Halop, Elia Razita, Joyce Compton, George 
Lloyd, Charles Wilson, Herbert Hayworth, William 
Gillispie, Matt McHugh, Ann Edmunds. 

ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN (41-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Robert Lord; dir., Irving Rapper; screenplay, Casey 
Robinson, Abem Finkel, Harry Chandlee, Ralph Block; 
camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Fredric March, Martha 
Scott, Elisabeth Fraser, Carlotta Jelm, Frankie Thomas, 
Casey Johnson, Ernest Cossart, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Roscoe Ates, Fred Kelsey, Hobart Bosworth, Olin | 
Howland, Leah Baird, Gene Lockhart, Paula Trueman, 
Clara’ Blandick: © 
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lands > has-herown 
particular type oi: romantic musicals 
and Irene Dunne is adaptable for 
either drama or musical. 
two film new- 


Warners claims 


|comers, Diana Jeanne, six years old, 


and Gloria Warren, 15, both of whom 


| are slated for special treatment to be 


built into musical names. Among its 
featured players are a goodly sprink- 
ling of the _musically-talented to fit 
handily into such pictures as ‘Carni- 
val in Rio,’ ‘Navy Blues,’ ‘Young and 
Beautiful,’ ‘New Orleans Blues,’ and 
‘Courage’ (semi-musical). These in- 
clude Herbert Anderson, Willie Best, 
Mary Brodel, Julie Bishop, Georgia 
Carroll, Jack Carson, Charles Drake, 
Jackie Gleason, William Orr. In the 
star brackets are James Cagney, Ann 
Sheridan, Priscilla Lane, Dennis 
Morgan, all adaptable to such assign- 
ments. 

Combing of night clubs, radio and 
other fields where such talent might 
be found is continuing strong as the 


studios seek more _ versatiiity in 
players before handing out term 
| contracts. 





Faith Bacon doing a week at Don- 
ovan’s Club, Sacramento, Cal., after 
a mild sesh at Joe Merilo’s Club 
Moderne, ‘Frisco. ‘ * val RS IM 
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Thereafter, twice daily. 
[Bitew olaclol ails alimel tre) 
play on a reserved seat, 
limited engagement 
policy in a number of 
carefully-selected road- 
show houses through- 


out the country. 
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